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by Elizabeth Hopkins
From promoting student 

leadership to encouraging a 
welcoming classroom for ev-
eryone, third-grade teacher 
Cindy Wajda’s presence on 
campus will be deeply missed. 
Wajda will retire at the end of 
this school year, saying a final 
goodbye to Pine View after 22 
years of teaching.

Wajda grew up in Maine, 
but spent much of her life in 
New Hampshire. As a child, 
she always felt that education 
was her calling and knew that 
one day she would become a 
teacher. Her youngest broth-
er had Down Syndrome, a 
genetic disorder with intel-
lectual and developmental 
delays, and so she was heavily 
involved in his schooling and 
care from a young age.

Prior to her career as an 

elementary school teacher, 
Wajda taught the emotionally 

handicapped and disabled for 
about twenty years. In 1989, 
Wajda moved to Sarasota from 
New Hampshire and taught at 

Wajda opens a new chapter

“We teach that we 
all need to 

respect and 
support each 

other, take care 
of our community, 
while performing 
to the best of our 

ability.
Cindy Wajda,

third-grade teacher 

TOP: Third-grade teacher Cindy Wajda teaches her 
students in an interactive setting. Wajda has been 
teaching for 22 years.
BOTTOM: Wajda spends time with her third-grade 
students. She taught the emotionally handicapped and 
disabled before coming to Pine View.
PHOTOS BY ELLA HECHLIK 

other elementary schools for 
several years, spending a year 
teaching preschool-aged chil-
dren at Julie Rohr Academy 
and then seven years at Tut-
tle Elementary. After, Wajda 
taught fourth-grade students 
at Pine View, later becoming 
the third-grade teacher she is 
today.

After the previous teacher 
transferred to another school, 
Wajda began sponsoring 
K-Kids, the popular commu-
nity service club for elemen-
tary school students. With 
the club still going strong, she 
never looked back, fulfilling 
her role for about 20 years. 
“It’s great to see young people 
who care about the environ-
ment and the community,” 
Wajda said.

“I love Ms. Wajda,” As-
sistant Principal Alison Rini 
said. “[She] gets to know her 
kids so she can individualize 
instruction, and she really 
goes the extra degree in meet-
ing everyone’s needs.”

Former student and  
ninth-grader Emily Naidel en-
joyed every second of her time 
in Wajda’s class. “She’s amaz-
ing. She encouraged everyone 
to learn, and she made it fun,” 
Naidel said. “She wanted me 
to do my best, and she knew 
I could.”

Post retirement, Wajda 
and her husband plan to buy 
an RV and travel cross-coun-
try, visiting state and nation-

Third-grade teacher retires after 22 years of service 

al parks and attending music 
festivals. Eventually, the pair 
wants to end up in Los Ange-
les, where their children live, 
and plan to spend as much 
time as possible with their 
grandchildren.

In regard to her legacy, 
Wajda’s unique classroom will 

be remembered by all, a place 
her kids could call home. “I 
try to instill in my students a 
sense of family,” Wajda said. 
“We teach that we all need to 
respect and support each oth-
er, take care of our commu-
nity, while performing to the 
best of our ability.”
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Students ‘race’ to learn
by Nathalie Bencie

Starting with the lift of a 
wooden gate, remote control 
cars sped through the obstacle 
course for the second annual 
Remote Control Custom Car 
Open at the Suncoast Science 
Center Saturday, March 25. 
Competing against 30 differ-
ent elementary schools and 
almost 200 elementary, mid-
dle and high students for up 
to a $600 prize, team Unicorn, 
team Virus and team Toxic Vi-
pers proudly represented Pine 
View during the event.

Team Unicorn, which 
consisted of fourth-graders 
Eva Michalopoulos, Caroline 
Steinwachs and Will Stein-
wachs, won first place in the 
Lap Race for the elementary 
division, also taking home 
the coveted Grand Champion 
Award and a $600 prize after 
beating the middle school and 
high school lap race winners. 

Team Virus, consisting of 
fourth-graders Paul Beecher, 
Jack McCarrick, Tre Carrero 
and Jonah Orchard, placed 
second in the Innovative 
Design Category for the ele-
mentary division. Team Toxic 

Vipers, who did not place in 
the competition, consisted 
of fourth-grader Dravin Dilip 
and fifth-graders Adam Tohu-
mcu and Alex Johnson.

The Remote Control Cus-
tom Car event featured stu-
dents throughout Sarasota 
County that were separated 
into three age-group catego-
ries: elementary, middle and 
high. Students were then split 
into teams and began con-

struction on their remote con-
trol cars in January through 
a series of workshop taught 
by the SciCore Youth Volun-
teers at the Suncoast Science 
Center. The Suncoast Science 
Center is a non-profit organi-

zation committed to provid-
ing hands-on experiences in 
science, technology, engineer-
ing and math to people of all 
ages.

Racers began with the 
same hobby-grade remote 
control car and were given the 
task of customizing it for three 
competitions: design con-
test, drag races and lap races. 
The contest was designed to 
test innovation, engineering 
and creativity while fostering 
mentorship between the dif-
ferent age groups.

"I think the best thing 
we learned from being in the 
competition was teamwork," 
Tohumcu said. "Together we 
experienced a lot and had a lot 
of fun."

Over the course of six 
weeks the volunteers and in-
structors taught 52 workshops 
on topics to participants, in-
cluding how to lighten their 
cars, use vinyl cutters for de-
signs and how to overall en-
hance the performance of 
their vehicles. 

Every weekend, students 
met at the Sarasota Suncoast 
Science Center's Fab Lab to 
work on their cars. The fab 
lab (fabrication laboratory) is 
a small-scale workshop that is 
usually equipped with an ar-
ray of flexible computer-con-
trolled tools that cover sever-
al different length scales and 
various materials, including 
technology-enabled products 
generally perceived as limited 
to mass production.

Most teams used a 3-di-
mensional printer provided at 
the Fab Lab for their car parts 
or used other body parts from 
previously built models. Team 

“I think the best 
thing we learned 
from being in the 
competition was 

teamwork.
Adam Tohumcu,

Grade 5

Toxic Vipers based its mod-
el on a Tesla and painted it 
green. Team Unicorn based its 
model on its team name and 
added a giant unicorn horn on 
the hood of the car after paint-
ing it white.

"My favorite part was us-
ing the 3D printer," Will Stein-
wachs said. "It was really inter-
esting to use."

The Remote Control Cus-
tom Car event will be held 
again by the Sarasota Suncoast 
Science Center in March, 2018. 
All elementary Pine View par-
ticipants plan on attending 
it once more next year. "The 
races were so much fun," Dilip 
said. "I can't wait to improve 
my team’s car and try to win 
an award next year."

TOP: Team Unicorn shows its Grand Champion Award after 
beating the middle and high students in the Lap Race. 
BOTTOM: Team Voxic Vipers poses with its remote control car, 
which the students modeled after a green tesla. 
LEFT: Team Virus joins Principal Dr. Stephen Covert for a photo 
after successfully placing in the Innovative Design Category for 
the elementary division. PHOTOS PROVIDED BY KATI BURNS



Students (hover)craft their creativity
by Riley Board

When learning and team-
work come together, students 
can fly — literally. Three 
classes of fifth-grade students 
worked together Friday, March 
31 to build fully functioning 
hovercrafts in the gym.

This is the second year that 
the Blue Team, the students of 
fifth-grade teachers Margaret 
Spies, Kacie Nadeau and Andy 
Vitkus, have had the oppor-
tunity to participate in The 
Hovercraft Project, a national 
program created by Matthew 
Chase in order to encourage 
teamwork and involvement in 
the STEM fields. 

Chase was a teacher in Illi-
nois before he decided to travel 
the country, bringing the ben-
efits of the project to schools 
everywhere. “[The Hovercraft 
Project] gives kids a context 

for learning, the motivation to 
build and use math, and the 
need to problem solve,” Chase 
said.

Last year, Spies applied 
for an Education Foundation 
grant so that she could bring 
the project to Pine View stu-
dents, and after approval from 
administration, she collabo-
rated with Chase and parent 
volunteers to make the project 
successful.

The project required stu-
dents to hone their teamwork 
skills, and their knowledge of 
STEM subjects. “Without that 
teamwork, they wouldn’t have 
finished in time, but the inves-
tigation part of it, the forces, 
the acceleration, predicting 
things, making conclusions, 
are important too,” Spies said.

The Hovercraft Project 
took one day, but the prepara-

tions began a week in advance, 
where students were assem-
bled into groups, assigned 
roles and synthesized what 
they had learned in their sci-
ence classes with the informa-
tion they needed to complete 
the project.  “We’ve already 
studied forces in motion in the 
textbook, but some may not 
understand that you need that 
background, the bookwork, 
and you need to know what 
the vocabulary words mean 
in order to make connections, 
and then to make hands-on 
connections,” Spies said.

Students spent all day 
taking measurements, cutting 
materials and building the 
hovercrafts. When they fin-
ished, the crafts were tested in 
order to see which could travel 
the farthest. Spies has put to-
gether a display with photos, 

data and descriptions of the 
process, which is currently 
being displayed in the front 
office.

Fifth-grade student San-
dra Piskor, who participated 
in the project, felt that the ex-

perience was both challenging 
and rewarding. “It was difficult 
at some points, with the mea-
suring and building, but the 
best part was when we got to 
ride them at the end,” Piskor 
said.

Teacher promotes leadership

Students plan their hovercraft designs, participating in The 
Hovercraft Project at the gym. The fifth-grade Blue Team 
participated in the activity.  PHOTO BY RILEY BOARD

by Gwyn Petersen
The result of a budding 

innovative venture, sixth- 
grade English teacher Fran 
Squires started Vigilance 
in our Learning Economics 
Teaches Success, or VIOLETS, 
to give her students a chance 
to learn more about econom-
ics through hands-on expe-
riences.  The club focuses on 
community service, with all 
of this year’s profits going 
towards the Wounded War-
rior project, aimed at helping 
wounded warriors in Sara-
sota.  The Wounded Warrior 
project is a program serving 
veterans and service members 
who received an injury or ill-
ness during their military ser-

vice by providing health care, 
career benefits and counsel-
ing, and financial support for 
the most severely injured.

“There was nowhere for 
these girls to nurture their tal-
ents. I wanted to give them an 
environment that would let 
them thrive,” Squires said.

What started as Monday 
lunchtime meetings grew 
to free time devoted to daily 
workshops, where the girls 
would teach each other dif-
ferent skills. Each girl was in 
charge of writing a business 
plan and an advertisement, 
as well as passing out flyers 
during their lunch periods. 
The plan was to develop hand-
made merchandise which the 

girls would then sell to the 
rest of the student body at a 
marketplace they ran them-
selves. Products sold at the 
first market, which took place 
on March 28, included a se-
lection of baked goods, hand-
made earrings and bracelets, 
duct tape pencils, and more.

“At first things were slow, 
but after a while a lot of peo-
ple started showing up. It got 
really crowded,” sixth-grader 
Chloe Fay-Bina said.

The first marketplace was 
a huge success, with over 348 
kids in attendance. The girls 
were able to sell a majority 
of their products and plan to 
hold their next market May 11 
and 12.
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VIOLETS members pose as a group. The economics club 
donates all profits to charity, with money going to the 
Wounded Warrior project this year. 
PHOTO PROVIDED BY FRAN SQUIRES
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Pine View holds annual Python Run

Students participate in simulation

Sixth-grade students play flag football above. The annual 
Spirit Day was held April 13. PHOTO BY SANA RAHMAN
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by Tricia Saputera
The annual Python Run 

held on April 8 was a mix of 

family fun and healthy ex-

ercise. It consisted of a 5 km 

run and a fun run 2.10 km 

run. This was also the first 
year where half of all proceeds 

went to the All Faiths Food 

Bank.

Sponsored by the Mana-

sota Track Club, this event is 

perfect for anyone. Trophies, 

medals and ribbons were giv-

en out to winners of every 

group. Groups were divided by 

age and gender, and there was 

also a male and female overall 

winner, Arthur Richardson 

and Sheri Piers, respectively.

The main message of the 

run was to promote a healthy 

lifestyle, as Pine View teamed 

up with the program Healthy 

Sarasota County. The 5-2-1-0 

message encourages a daily 

plan of five or more servings 
of fruit and vegetables, two 

hours or less of screen time, at 

least one hour of exercise and 

no sugary drinks. Hence the 

cause of the distances for the 

Python Run, 5 kilometers and 

2.10 kilometers.

"The Python Run is a 

great race, the course was nice 

and there was lots of food af-

terwards. I look forward to 

next year," ninth-grader Ben 

Sweiderk said.

by Ben Nicholson
The third annual sec-

ond-grade immigration simu-

lation, held May 4, taught stu-

dents about the hardships that 

their ancestors faced and how 

they overcame them. Students 

arrived on the day of the sim-

ulation in their native clothing 

with a suitcase of things they 

thought they needed and a 

mind open to the confusing 

new world of America.

Leading up to the simula-

tion, students learned about 

their own family’s background 

by researching how their an-

cestors integrated into Amer-

ica by questioning their par-

ents about their first ancestors 
to arrive in America. 

During the day of the 

simulation, each teacher’s 

room was converted into a 

specific part of the immigra-

tion process. For example, 

second-grade teacher Joann 

Hershberger’s room was 

transformed into the baggage 

and information center, where 

the contents of student's bags 

were scrutinized to make sure 

they can pass safely into the 

New World.

This was the second-grade 

teachers' third year of running 

the immigration simulation. 

New this year was the feature 

of students bringing in food 

from their ancestral country. 

“For the students to know how 

it was for their grandparents 

and great-grandparents to be 

able to get over [here] is an 

amazing thing for them to 

learn.” Hershberger said.

A student reads a chain of sentences written by others on 
how to stop hate. This was one of the many activities on A 
Day Without Hate, which took place April 28.
PHOTO BY ANNIE HASSAN



by Sarah Mihm
A tropical treat can be 

just a short call away with 
Kona Ice, a local and family 
owned shaved ice truck serv-
ing tropical flavors in their 
snow cones. These refreshing 
treats can be purchased from 
the truck for $3 to $5.

Kona Ice is a portable 
truck that can be rented out at 
your convenience for a variety 
of events. The Kona Ice food 
truck is often spotted around 
Sarasota at large events, spe-
cifically sports events. For 
local regattas, Kona Ice often 
caters to attendees at Na-
than Benderson Park. The 
food trucks ability to cater to 
a wide variety of events, in-
cluding parties, schools and 
fundraisers, makes it so that 
everyone has the opportunity 
to add some tropical flavor to 

their life.
Aside from Kona Ice be-

ing a food truck, providing a 
unique twist on an icy treat, 
its flavors provide for an es-
cape from the summer heat.  
The flavors fit with Florida’s 
tropical feel, with flavors 
ranging from classics like 
blue raspberry to the more 
interesting lime. The snow 
cones are made to perfection 
and can make anyone feel re-
juvenated and ready to take 
the day on.

When ordering a snow 
cone, customers have the op-
tion to choose individual or 
mixed flavors, allowing for 
endless possibilities. Not only 
can customers choose their 
flavor, but they also control 
their desired amount of fla-
vor, making it so everyone has 
control over their snow cone. 

The flavor dispensers are lo-
cated on the side of the truck 
for easy use by customers.

The friendly atmosphere, 
relaxing music and cheery 
tropical decor creates a posi-
tive and happy environment 
for everyone to enjoy their 
snow cone. The employees  
are cheerful and help contrib-
ute to the welcoming atmo-
sphere.

Anytime a party needs a 
sweet and tropical feel, Kona 
Ice is the food truck to call.  
With its refreshing snow 
cones and upbeat aura, Kona 
Ice provides a unique experi-
ence to any event.

Kona Ice

Customers can enjoy colorful snowcones at Kona Ice, 
a portable truck that can be seen around Sarasota. The 
truck can be rented for parties or seen at sporting events. 
PHOTO PROVIDED BY KONA ICE

Summer treats to beat the heat
Over the break, indulge in cool desserts to help 

take the edge off on a particularly sunny day. To sur-
vive Florida summers, frozen concoctions are abso-
lutely necessary to combat the weather. With the help 
of The Match, feel free to refresh your palate with icy 
beverages and treats. The choice is yours whether or 
not to prepare your own frosty creation, or purchase 
snowcones at a specialty truck around town.

[a review]

ART PROVIDED BY JUSTINE’S ICE CREAM PARLOR
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Grape Slushie
Ingredients:
• Ice cubes (about 10-12 big 
pieces)
• 1 tablespoon Kosher or 
table salt
• 1 cup grape juice of your 
choice 
• Ziploc bags

Instructions:
Step 1: Place ice cubes 

and salt in a quart-sized 
Ziploc bag.

Step 2: Place juice in 
a smaller sandwich-sized 
Ziploc bag. Press out all the 

air and seal tightly.
Step 3: Place bag of 

juice in the bag of ice and 
seal.

Step 4: Shake for about 
3 to 5 minutes — if it gets 
too cold, wrap a dish cloth 
around it and continue 
shaking.

Step 5: Pour slush into a 
cup and serve immediately.

Watermelon Slushie
Ingredients:
• 5 cups of diced seedless 
watermelon

• 3 cups of ice
• 2 tablespoons sugar
• Juice of 1 lime, optional

Instructions:
Step 1: Combine wa-

termelon, sugar, lime juice 
and 1 cup ice in blender 
until smooth. Serve im-
mediately. (use parental 
supervision)

Kool-Aid Slushie
Ingredients:
• 1 cup water
• 1/2 cup sweetened Kool-
Aid drink mix

• 3 cups of ice

Instructions:
Step 1: Place 1 cup wa-

ter, 1/2 cup of your favorite 
flavor of Kool-Aid and 1 
cup ice cubes in a blender 
container; cover.

Step 2: Blend on high 
speed until smooth. Add 
the remaining 2 cups ice 
cubes and cover. Blend 
using pulsing action until 
smooth.

Step 3: Serve immedi-
ately. Store leftover slush in 
the freezer and thaw.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY 

FAVFAMILYRECIPES.COM

Slush for yourself!
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What is your favorite slushie flavor?

“I’m going to say cherry be-

cause it’s really flavorful.”

- Christian Batista, fourth 

grade

“I like blue raspberry.”

- Ella Pappas, fifth grade

“Definitely orange.”

- Edin Huynh, fourth grade

“Mine is blueberry.”

- Riya Doshi, second grade

PHOTOS BY ANNIE HASSAN



by Tricia Saputera
For fourth-grader Alexa 

Daverio, life would be unimag-
inable without dance. She has 
been doing ballroom dancing 
for three years and ballet for 
one year, and currently dances 
at Dynasty Dance Clubs, Sara 
Dance Center and the Cuban 
Ballet School.

Daverio was first exposed 
to ballroom dancing when 
her cousin started at Dynasty 
Dance Clubs. Her cousin en-
couraged her to pursue the art 
of dance. After dancing with 
Dynasty Dance Clubs, Daverio 
decided to try more styles of 
dance and enrolled in the Sara 
Dance Center, and then later, 
the Cuban Ballet School. 

Daverio currently practic-

es smooth and rhythm dance 
at the Dynasty Dance Clubs 
and the Sara Dance Center. 
Smooth dances include the 
tango and foxtrot, while rum-
ba and cha-cha are examples 
of rhythm dance.

Over the last few years, 
Daverio has gone to numerous 
competitions. There, she per-
forms with her  coach Chuck 
Cunningham, along with 
some individual dances.

“When you put her on 
stage in front of people, some-
thing happens, and she’s a 
performer,” Cunningham said. 

Last year, she won second 
place in the Junior Champion-
ship, where competitors may 
be up to the age of 17. Daverio 
also won the Youth Champi-

onship and the award for Top 
Junior at the St. Pete Classic in 
April 2016.  This year Daverio 
will also be competing at the 
United States Dance Champi-
onship where she hopes to be-
come the country’s top junior 
dancer.

With a rigorous sched-
ule, Daverio has to balance 
her time. She practices for 45 
minutes on Mondays at Dy-
nasty Dance Clubs, an hour 
on Wednesdays and Fridays at 
the Sara Dance Center and an 
hour and half on Saturdays at 
the Cuban Ballet School.

Daverio hopes to follow in 
her cousin’s footsteps, who is a 
professional dancer. “You can 
use [dance] to express your 
feelings,” Daverio said.

Fourth-grader waltzes through dance

Daverio smiles with her dance coach as they show off two 
large trophies. Daverio currently dances ballet, along with 
smooth and rhythm dance. 
PHOTO PROVIDED BY ALEXA DAVERIO
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Student stirs up ‘treble’ on the piano

Fifth-grader Serafina Guirguis practices the piano above. 
Guirguis was inspired by her older brother and started play-
ing the piano three years ago.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY SERAFINA GUIRGUIS

by Annie Hassan
Performing various mel-

odies and striking different 
chords, fifth-grader Serafina 
Guirguis plays the piano daily. 
She began playing the piano 
three years ago and has been 
to several recitals and state 
competitions to show off her 
piano skills.

Guirguis was originally 
inspired by her older broth-
er, tenth-grader Emmanuel 
Guirguis, to play the piano. 
"It sounded really pretty, and 
he was really good at it. So, I 
wanted to be like him," Guir-
guis said.

Even though she takes 
lessons from her piano teach-
er Julie Gensmer every Friday 
for 45 minutes, Guirguis ad-

ditionally practices daily for 
30 minutes. Guirguis's broth-
er also helps her with honing 
her musical skills. "He is a lot 
higher of a level than me, but 
sometimes he will help me 
practice, like if I am stuck on 
a song," she said.

Guirguis has participat-
ed in three recitals and has 
competed at two state com-
petitions that took place at 
St. John's United Methodist 
Church. At both state com-
petitions, Guirguis received 
a Superior, the highest rank, 
and even competed against a 
few that were in a higher lev-
el than her. "At first, before I 
got it [Superior], I was really 
nervous. But after, I was really 
happy about it," she said.

Currently, Guirguis is in 
level 3A. The level is deter-
mined through a certain series 
of piano books she is learning 
from, and in order to move on 
to the next level, she has to 
finish that specific book. Her 
favorite song to play is "Pago-
da Bells" due it to being nice 
and calm.

Looking ahead, Guirguis 
wants to continue playing the 
piano in order to advance to 
the next level and learn more 
about the instrument. "We are 
proud of Serafina's talents," 
Guirguis's father, Joseph, said.

"When I play the piano, 
I just forget about everything 
that is stressing me out or any-
thing that I really don't want 
to do or I don't like," she said.



Making Mother’s Day your way
by Sana Rahman

With two days until Mother’s Day, right now is the perfect time to make your mother a 
loving gift. From using tea bags to making a scrub to adding a tasty treat to flowers, The 
Match has compiled a few easy gifts to make. So if you are in a rush to make some mem-
orable presents, The Match has you covered.

Floral Tea Bags 
Materials:
• Tea Bags
• Flowers (carnations or   
fake flowers)
• Scissors
• Tea cup/hot water

Steps:
Step one: Take your tea 

bag and remove the tag by 
gently pulling.

Step two: Cut a small 
flower near its base and pro-
ceed to tie the tea bag string 
to the flower’s base.

Step three: Make sure that 
you tie the flower about half-
way down the string so that it 
sits well on the tea cup.

Step four: Trim excess 
string past the flower with 
scissors.

Step five: Pour hot wa-
ter in a tea cup, and put your 

newly made floral tea bag in it 
and enjoy!

Passion Tea Bag 
Scrub 
Materials:
• 1 cup granulated sugar
• 2 passion tea bags
• Orange essential oil
• Pink food coloring
• Mason jar
Steps:

Step one: Pour two tea 
bags and the granulated sugar 
into a small bowl.

Step two: Add a few drops 
of pink food coloring (do not 
add too much or it will end up 
dying your skin).

Step three: Mix in 5 drops 
of the orange essential oil.

Step four: Store in a mason 
jar, and add a ribbon around 
the top for added design.

TOP: Adding decorations like a bow around your refresh-
ing passion tea scrub can elevate your Mother’s Day gift to 
the next level. BOTTOM: Take any small erasers and trans-
form them into a stylish and practical bracelet for your moth-
er. PHOTOS PROVIDED BY A PUMPKIN AND A PRINCESS 
(TOP) AND HANDMADE CHARLOTTE (BOTTOM)

Before making an early morning Mother’s Day tea, add 
these flowers for some decor. 
PHOTO PROVIDED BY THE KIPI BLOG

the match • May 12, 2017 entertainment11

Eraser Jewelry
Materials:
• Small erasers
• Scissors
• Stretch thread
• Needle
Steps:

Step one: Use scissors to 
cut 24 inches of thread and 
thread it through the needle, 
doubling the thread. Make 
sure to use parent supervision 
whenever using the needle.

Step two: Poke the needle 
through an eraser, pushing it 
through as straight as you can.

Step three: Pull the eraser 
down until it is about one to 
two inches from the end of the 
the thread.

Step four: Continue to add 
erasers. Make sure that the 
erasers are not too close to-
gether as that can stretch the 
thread.

Step five: Make the brace-
let long enough to fit your 
mother’s hand.

Step six: Once finished, 
tie a secure knot with the ends 
and trim the ends. Your DIY 
bracelet is now all ready for 
Mother’s Day.

Chocolate Bouquet
Materials:
• Chocolates
• Silk flower stems
• Wire cutters
• Double sided mounting 
square
• Craft foam block
• Basket

Step one: Place the foam 

block in the basket.
Step two: Put a mounting 

square on top of the center of 
the flowers, and remove the 
tape so that the chocolate can 
stick.

Step three: Trim the flow-
er stem if needed and stick 
into the foam block.

Step four: Add enough 
stems to make a bouquet. En-
joy!



Summer at Sea
by Melissa Santoyo

Known for its famous dol-
phin celebrity, the Clearwater 
Marine Aquarium (CMA) is of-
ten considered a  summer staple. 
The aquarium boasts a plethora 
of various enclosures ranging 
from the “Otter Oasis” to “Sting-
ray Beach.”

The aquarium is well known 
for housing Winter the dolphin, 
who was found stranded on a 
beach near Cape Canaveral and 
lost her tail due to an entangle-
ment incident in a crab trap line. 
Soon after being given a new 
prosthetic tail, Winter became 

the CMA’s star resident after the 
movie was made.

For $195 individuals can par-
ticipate in the CMA’s dolphin 
encounter, in which guests can 
assist a trainer during feeding 
sessions with one of the bot-
tlenose dolphins.  Photo Op-
portunity packages can also be 
purchased, which range from 
$50 to $70 depending on prefer-
ence. General admission starts 
at $16.95 for children, and the 
educational programs available 
at the facilities are both interest-
ing and innovative. Boat tours, 
which allow visitors to view and 

interact with an assortment of 
marine species, are also offered 
at the facilities. Children two-
years-old and younger can board 
the boats at no cost, but for older 
guests, prices range from $14.95 
to $32.95. 

The experience visitors at-
tain from visiting the various 
exhibits offered is worthwhile. 
After all, Winter is one unique 
dolphin.

CMA is located at 249 Win-
ward Passage, Clearwater, Flor-
ida 33767. CMA is opened every 
day of the year from 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m.

by Zach Bright
Looking for some fun out on 

the seven seas? Walk the plank 
with Captain Memo’s Pirate 
Cruise this summer.

Captain Memo and his wife 
Panama Pam first set up their 
Pirate Cruises in 1977 on Clear-
water Beach. For 40 years they 
have offered fun and exciting pi-
rate-themed cruises to the gen-
eral public all throughout the 
year. Rest and relax and let the 
sea wash over you as you go back 
in time to when pirates ran the 
ocean blue. 

Enjoy the tropical weather 
and get a chance to see some dol-
phins out at sea. Daytime cruises 
run from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., 
while sunset cruises run from 
4:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. Ticket prices 
range from $11 to $39 depending 
on your age.

Captain Memo’s also offers 
pirate-themed birthday par-
ties. Go out with your friends 
and family and experience a 
blast from the high seas past, 
with great games and activities 
including treasure hunts, face 
painting, water guns, a pirate 

piñata and more. Birthday boys 
and girls get their very own pi-
rate suit and get to be “captain” 
of the ship. These cruises are 
typically an hour long.

Whether you’re a pirate lov-
er or just looking for something 
fun to do this summer, check out 
Captain Memo’s Pirate Cruises 
for an amazing and memorable 
time.

Captain Memo’s Pirate 
Cruise is located at 25 Causeway 
Boulevard, Clearwater, Florida 
33767. Captain Memo’s is open 
everday from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.

by Mackenzie Dyrda
Since opening their doors in 

1955, kids and families have been 
eager to learn more about the 
research that goes into Mote Ma-
rine Laboratory and Aquarium.  

At Mote, students discov-
er what scientists are learning 
about communication, feeding 
behavior and human interac-
tions of sea creatures and their 
effects. The Manatee exhibit, 
housing the famous Hugh and 
Buffet, allows researchers to 

better understand the species 
to protect them from endanger-
ment and extinction.

Mote is currently a partici-
pant in Sarasota County School 
District’s “EdExploreSRQ,” a 
website that connects classrooms 
to community arts, science and 
cultural organizations.

Children ages 4-12 have an 
admission fee of $14.75, and stu-
dents ages 13 and up have a $19.75 
admission fee.

Mote has its own 50’s in-

spired restaurant known as the 
Deep Sea Diner. Guests can enjoy 
menu items including burgers, 
salads and chicken fingers. The 
diner’s theme is topped off with 
an old-fashioned soda fountain, 
hand-dipped ice cream cones 
and handmade shakes conve-
niently at the counter.

Mote Marine Laboratory 
and Aquarium is located at 1600 
Ken Thompson Pkwy., Sarasota, 
FL 34236. Mote is open everyday 
of the year from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

by Ben Nicholson
When Aaron Pollard left 

the island of Oahu, Hawaii for 
Sarasota, he brought two im-
portant things with him: A 
paddle board and  the spirit of 
aloha. With them, he became 
the co-founder of SURFit USA. 
SURFit offers tours of Lido Key 
and Turtle Beach, paddle board-
ing lessons, summer camps, 
rentals and paddle board yoga.

Each tour begins with an in-
structive period and then moves 
out to shallow water so visitors 

can get accustomed to paddle 
boarding. Then, the journey be-
gins. SURFit’s most popular tour 
leaves from Ted Sperling Park 
on Lido Key.  One can expect 
to see a cornucopia of South 
Florida wildlife, be it the dol-
phins gliding alongside you, the 
Ospreys swooping from above 
you or the Manatees surfacing 
for a friendly greeting. Brave 
souls can paddle deep into the 
heart of the mangrove tunnels, 
a twisting maze carved through 
the mangroves of Lido Key. At 

the end of a few of the tunnels 
lies a hidden lagoon only acces-
sible by water trails.

SURFit also offers kayak-
ing and paddle board rentals. 
They are available for $35 for two 
hours, $45 for four hours and 
$65 for eight hours. They offer 
free delivery for each of their 
rentals.

SURFit USA’s activities are 
a must-do for all thrill-seekers 
and nature-watchers in the area.
SURFit’s location and time var-
ies to fit reservations. 

Clearwater Marine

Captain Memo’s
SURFit USA

Mote Marineby Haleigh Brown
As the school year comes to an end, the arrival of summer 
and days packed with fun arrive. Although many go to the 
beach for their dose of salt water and sunshine, The Match 
has discovered four unique  places that will make any day 

one to be ‘treasured’.
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by Zayda Fredericks
From hanging out with 

friends to hanging in a 

split from her aerial silks, 

fourth-grader Rachael Parisi 

is always being active in one 

way or another.

Since the age of 8, Pari-

si has been practicing the art 

of aerial silk. This strength-

based practice typically is 

used with two silks, suspend-

ed from the ceiling overhead, 

hanging straight down to the 

floor about 20 to 30 feet in 
length. The silks are made out 

of either polyester or Tricot 

Nylon, to limit slips with the 

user and also allow optimum 

stretch of the fabric while 

exercising the most security 

and safety. “It’s kind of scary 

at first,” Parisi said, “But once 
you get the hang of it, it’s a 

blast.”
According to Parisi, the 

basic movements of aerial 

silks are footlocks and splits. 

Footlocks are when one wraps 

their feet within the fabric 

stably so that they will not 

drop involuntarily to the floor. 
Footlocks are a main source of 

support when executing a set 

of tricks. Splits are when one 

puts both feet in a footlock in 

both silks and separates them, 

lowering the upper body.

Parisi first got started 
with aerial silks when she and 

her father, Jefferey Parisi, saw 
silks expert Sam Mellor doing 

tricks in a park with her silks 

suspended from tree branch-

es. “Rachael saw Sam and 

others doing it. She was very 

excited, tried it and started 

taking classes soon after,” Jef-

ferey said.

“I was curious about what 

they were doing,” Parisi said, 
“and my dad told me to go 

ask what they were doing, so 

I did.” 
Once Parisi got acquaint-

ed with the experts and the 

concept of aerial silks, she 

jumped right into lessons. “It 

was pretty hard, but so fun,” 
Parisi said. 

Since she got her first 
taste of being suspended in 

the air by herself, she fell in 

love with silks.

Parisi currently takes les-

sons from these same experts 

that got her originally start-

ed with the practice. Once 

a week for about two hours, 

Parisi’s instructors actually 

come to her house. Her father 

purchased a set of silks for Ra-

chael to have in their home, so 

the instructors come to their 

house for private lessons. “It’s 

super cool and personal [when 

they come],” Parisi said.
Aside from aerial silks, 

Parisi has also taken up horse-

back riding in the past year 

but prefers silks.  “Silks is so 

much fun,” she said. “I can’t 
wait to get better when I’m 

older.”

Fourth-grader is an ‘aerial’ talent

Fourth-grader Rachael Parisi perfoms aerial silks in midair 
during a trip to Bayfront Park at Marina Jacks. Parisi has been 
doing aerial silks since age 8. 
PHOTO PROVIDED BY JEFFEREY PARISI

by Adil Sageer
From the age of 7, 

fourth-grader Mia Rosenthal 

has been involved in the art 

of theater. Her love for the-

ater began through informally 

acting with friends and fami-

lies. Whenever Rosenthal saw 

a play, she enjoyed reenact-

ing the characters and story. 

Finding an interest in the arts, 

Rosenthal's parents began a 

search for a studio and came 

upon Soul Studios in Sarasota 

where Rosenthal continues to 

act.

Rosenthal, who remains 

one of the youngest actresses 

at Soul Studios, appreciates a 

variety of theater genres. From 

comedies to romance, Rosen-

thal performs in them all. “My 

favorite thing to act and sing in 

when I’m doing theater is com-

edy skits,” Rosenthal said.
Theater is not only a pas-

time for Rosenthal, but also an 

activity that she uses for her 

own entertainment.  “I like the-

ater a lot because it really lets 

me express my feelings, both 

to everyone who’s watching me 

and to myself,” Rosenthal said.
Over her years as an ac-

tress, Rosenthal has been in-

volved in several plays. Recent-

ly Rosenthal has performed 

in pop concerts and currently 

is practicing to perform in 

“Thumbelina.” In hopes of 
improving her art, Rosenthal 

also attended a pre Broad-

way program in Orlando, an 

event designed to aid young 

actors achieve their Broadway 
dreams.

Her friends and family are 

also enthusiastic about her de-

cision to be involved in theater. 

"She is very good at singing and 

acting," fourth-grader Sheriza 

Hernandez said.

Rosenthal acts at Soul Stu-

dios every week and plans to 

do so in the future as well to 

continue pursuing her inter-

ests.  “[My friends and family] 

love hearing me sing and act, 

and I'm also happy when I'm 

doing it. The best part, though, 

is to be able to see how happy I 

make them when they see me 

perform,” Rosenthal said.

Student takes center stage

Fourth-grader Mia Rosenthal sings a solo during one of her 
perfomances with Soul Studios in Sarasota. Rosenthal has 
been acting and singing since she was 7 years old.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY COURTNEY ROSENTHAL



Student ‘tackles’ his goals
by Cate Alvaro

Fourth-grader Charlie 
Lambert goes the whole nine-
yards balancing school along 
with football practices and 
games. Initially joining foot-
ball at the age of 5, Lambert 
has been playing for five years.

“I decided to start playing 
football after watching the Na-
tional Football League on tele-
vision. Watching the football 
players inspired me to want to 
play like them,” Lambert said.

Playing football for the 
Sarasota Sun Devils, Lambert 
has practice every Monday 
through Thursday. His games 
generally take place on Satur-
days and sometimes Sundays. 
The football season starts Aug. 
1 and ends Oct. 2 for Lambert. 
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Last season, his team went un-
defeated, finishing with a 9-0 
record.

Lambert plays starting 
center, which makes him the 
innermost lineman of the of-
fensive line on his team’s of-
fense. Lambert’s job is to snap 
the ball to the quarterback at 
the start of the play, and then 
try to protect the quarterback 
throughout the game. “My 
favorite thing about playing 
center is being the first one to 
touch the ball during the play. 
I used to play guard, where I 
never touched the ball, but 
now I am the first one to touch 
the football. It’s a really cool 
feeling,”  Lambert said.

Practices for Lambert con-
sist of stretches, warm-ups and 

drills. Before practicing plays, 
the coaches have the players 
stretch and do lunges to ensure 
they do not hurt themselves. 
After warming up, they com-
plete drills to keep their tech-
nique clean.

“It’s fun to play football 
with Charlie. He is usually the 
starting center and I’m the 
quarterback, so he really helps 
me out,” member of the Sara-
sota Sun Devil’s football team 
and fourth-grader, Logan Alex-
ander said.

Lambert plans on continu-
ing his football career through-
out high school and college. 
According to Lambert, his 
favorite professional football 
team is the Tampa Bay Bucca-
neers and he hopes to play for 

them when he is older.
“My favorite thing about 

playing football is the big 
crowd because the Sun Devils 
have a huge crowd all of the 

time. It’s awesome to have ev-
eryone cheering you on as you 
make a play. It is just really cool 
playing in front of all of those 
people,” Lambert said.

Fourth-graders Charlie Lambert (left) and Logan Alexander 
(right) pose for a photo after one of their football games. Both 
currently play for the Sarasota Sun Devils.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY CHARLIE LAMBERT



by Haleigh Brown
Upon entering Evie’s 

Family Golf Center, one is wel-
comed into a friendly atmo-
sphere with fun jam-packed 
into every corner. Evie’s fea-
tures an arcade, driving-range 
in the back, sweet treats and 
an 18-hole miniature golf 
course.

Anyone who wishes to 
play a game of mini-golf first 
selects his or her ball and 
golf club, $8 for kids and $9 
for adults. The course is com-
pletely outside and progres-
sively gets more difficult as it 
continues.

The course starts off with 
a practicing area for anyone 
wanting to warm up before 
heading over to the official 
game. All players are provided 
with a score sheet to record re-

sults; however, using the score 
sheet is optional and people 
may just play for fun. There is 
no limit to how many people 
can be in each group, so games 
can range from a few close 
friends to an entire birthday.

Since the course is out-
side, it features many ele-
ments found in nature, in-
cluding one of Evie's most 
iconic spots — the waterfall 
hole. At this specific hole, one 
must shoot their ball into a 
running waterfall and hope to 
get a hole-in-one. This is just 
one of the many places along 
the course that makes a visit to 
Evie's worth it.

The Old West is a theme 
found throughout the course 
with architecture such as cut-
outs of old hotels, banks and 
saloon. Evie's also makes its 

course interactive by having 
wooden cut-outs that play-
ers can stick their heads into 
and transport themselves to 
the Old West with a click of a 
camera. 

At the end of the golfing 
experience, one can drop his 
or her golf ball into a wooden 
set-up with pegs that random-
ly drops the ball down a path 
to the bottom. With a little bit 
of luck, the ball can land right 
in the center, and you could 
win a free game.

After venturing through 
the mini golf course, one can 
cool off with one of Evie’s nu-
merous ice cream flavors or get 
a quick bite at the pizza shop. 
Right next to the food counter 
is an entire arcade with games 
varying from shooting bas-
ketball hoops to racing cars, Rating: 5/5 Torches

guaranteeing a fun activity for 
everyone.

Evie’s is able to provide 
both a relaxed atmosphere 
and excitement through their 
activities. The addition of a 
friendly staff makes a visit to 

Evie's a great experience for 
anyone who tries the course. 

Evie’s Family Golf Center

Miniature golf courses 
on ‘par’

With summer coming up, students will be looking 
for something to fill their days with endless fun. These 
three family-friendly and unique miniature golf courses 
will not only meet the need for excitement, but you’ll 
also get some fresh air and exercise along the way. 
With The Match’s assistance, you can find the perfect 
mini golf course to try with your friends and family.

[a review]

GRAPHIC PROVIDED BY CLIPARTION.COM

Pictured above is one of the golf holes at Evie’s Family Golf 

Center. Evie’s is a family-friendly 18-hole miniature golf 

course. PHOTO BY HALEIGH BROWN
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Smugglers Cove Adventure Golf

The sign shown above welcomes players to Smugglers 
Cove Adventure Golf. Smugglers Cove is a mini-golf 
course set to the theme of pirates. 
PHOTO BY MANNY REA

The Fish Hole

Rating: 4/5 Torches

The Fish Hole is an exciting miniature golf course that 
is home to many colorful koi fish. Its two locations are 
at Bradenton Beach and Lakewood Ranch.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY THE FISH HOLE

Rating: 5/5 Torches

by Manny Rea
Putting aboard a pirate’s 

ship and feeding the gators 
are just a part of the fun when 
mini-golfing at Smugglers 
Cove Adventure Golf Sarasota.  
As part of a chain of mini-golf 
locations that began in 1987 
with a Fort Myers location, the 
Sarasota branch stands out as 
an enjoyable getaway for ex-
perienced and casual players 
alike.

Alongside the 18 holes 
present are different environ-
ments for players to immerse 
themselves in. Starting off in 
a pirate ship, the holes then 
change into a winding path of 
artificial caves. After the caves, 
participants are greeted by 
waterfalls as they travel above 
the caves and around the es-
tablishment. If a golfer is able 

to hit a hole-in-one, they then 
have the chance to win a sec-
ond round of mini-golf. A sec-
ond round is won when an em-
ployee rolls a die and it lands 
on the number of the hole that 
was the hole-in-one.

Smugglers Cove contin-
ues to impress through their 
many refreshments. A variety 
of snacks are available ranging 
from refreshing beverages to 
chilling ice cream bars.

For a quick activity before 
leaving Smugglers Cove, play-
ers can help feed the live ga-
tors at the location. For a few 
dollars, patrons can purchase 
small gator snacks for the con-
gregation to feed the reptiles. 
Located in the center of Smug-
glers Cove, the gators add to 
the swashbuckling experience.

As a weekend venture, 

Smugglers Cove could be a 
bit expensive, a family outing 
averaging $42, but the price is 
made up with the fun. It also 
continues to be one of the top 
mini-golf places in the county 
with a helpful staff as well as 
equipment and a facility that 
are kept to the highest stan-
dards.

“We are constantly work-
ing to make this place perfect 
for our guests,” Sarah Carter, 
the area manager said. “We 
are very picky on how it looks 
for the customers and how it 
plays.”

3815 N Tamiami Trail, 
Sarasota, FL 34234

Hours: 9 a.m. to 11 p.m.

by Sam Gallahan
Looking for an afternoon 

full of fun and excitement, The 
Fish Hole is a miniature golf 
course that can meet those 
two needs. The Fish Hole has 
two locations, one in Braden-
ton Beach and their new loca-
tion in Lakewood Ranch. Each 
location features an 18 hole 
adventure golf course.

Aside from an intriguing 
course, the main feature that 
makes The Fish Hole unique is 
its 3000 gallon koi pond. The 
koi pond is home to fish of all 
sizes and colors. The Fish Hole 
also encourages guests to feed 
the fish.

Prices at The Fish Hole 
run a reasonable $8.99 per 

person at the Lakewood 
Ranch location. The Fish Hole 
also offers various promotions 
throughout the year including 
seasonal events and discounts.

On top of having good in-
dividual prices, The Fish Hole 
also offers party package op-
tions. At the Lakewood Ranch 
location they offer the “Koi 
Package” option. This package 
is $12.99 per golfer. It includes 
18 holes of golf, a soft drink, 
fish food, a free card for a fu-
ture round of golf, printable 
invitations and a reserved par-
ty area for one hour. This pack-
et is great for birthday parties 
with friends and families.

The course offers misters 
all around to help cool down 

golfers and provide a com-
fortable experience. Also, the 
course features over 50 species 
of beautiful Florida plants, 
each with identification tags, 
to further enhance the golfing 
experience.

The Fish Hole provides a 
charming, unique and family 
friendly golfing experience. 
With summer coming up, it is 
the perfect time to check out 
this adventure golf course.

10725 Rodeo Dr Braden-
ton, FL 34202

Hours: 10 a.m. to 1o p.m.
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by William Khabbaz
Fourth-grader Rayna 

Parker steps out of the pool 

and enters the forest to mas-

ter the sport of archery. Park-

er ended her swimming career 

to learn archery and has been 

practicing the sport for ap-

proximately one year now. She 

recently started taking private 

lessons at 

Sarasota Ar-

chers.

The ob-

jective of 

archery is 

to use a bow 

to shoot 

arrows to-

wards a 

target. The 

activity has 

been done 

since the 

start of his-

tory but 

not always 

as a leisure sport. Originally 

used for hunting and warfare, 

many versions of the bow 

and arrow were developed all 

over the globe. Many cultures 

modified the technique and 
style of the bow. This then 

evolved into the calm and 

friendly sport that we know 

today. 

The main goal of the 

sport is to hit the center of 

a target to earn points. The 

player with the most points at 

the end of game will win the 

match. Archery is played at 

the Olympics and around the 

world.

Parker has been practic-

ing the sport since the begin-

ning of last year at Sarasota 

Archers. She got involved with 

the archery club once she end-

ed her swimming career due 

to her lack of 

enjoyment. Her 

mom took her 

to an open shoot 

night and Park-

er has enjoyed it 

ever since. 

“I thought 

archery was cool 

and not a lot of 

people do it, so I 

wanted to try it,” 

she said. 

Parker has 

now enrolled 

in the youth ar-

chery club and 

has purchased her own bow.

Practices are on Wednes-

day nights during their open 

shoot night. Parker also takes 

private lessons on Thursdays 

with the youth coach, Adri-

an Pobjoy. Parker has not yet 

attended a competition but 

wants to attend one in the fu-

ture to progress her archery 

skills.

Fellow classmate, 

fourth-grader Teagan English, 

said, “Rayna is a very hard 

worker and she is very ded-

icated. She is always excited 

about archery and I know she 

has been doing it for a long 

time.”

Sarasota Archers is locat-

ed on 10 acres of forest and 

provides a place for archers 

at any level to practice their 

skill. The club is completely 

non-profit and is purely run 
by donations. Since the loca-

tion is in the middle of the 

forest, the Sarasota Archers 

is also a wildlife preserve and 

has been protecting the envi-

ronment since the start.

 The club also offers the 
Junior Olympic Development 

Program for intermediate and 

advanced levels. In this pro-

gram students improve their 

skill of archery and take that 

skill to competitions around 

the state. The arena is located 

in the north part of Sarasota 

on 17th Street.

Parker said, “While I am 

pulling back my bow, I tell 

myself that I can do it, I can 

do it, before I shoot for the 

target.”

Parker plans on continu-

ing her lessons and hopes to 

improve on her archery abili-

ties. She will continue to work 

on her form and precision to 

hopefully hit the target more 

often.  One day Parker wants 

to compete in an archery 

competition.

Fourth-grader sets 
her eyes on the target
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TOP: Fourth-grader Rayna Parker poses with a collection of   
archery bows at Sarasota Archery. Parker has been involved 
with Sarasota Archery for about a year. 
BOTTOM:  Parker aims for a target during one of her ar-
chery practices. Archery is included in the Olympics and 
around the world as a leisure sport.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY DONALD PARKER

Student pursues career in archery

“While I am 
pulling back my 
bow, I tell myself 
that I can do it, I 

can do it, before I 
shoot for the 

target.”
Rayna Parker,

grade 4



by Ryan Wasserman
The last meet for the mid-

dle school track team was 
held April 5 against all other 
schools in Sarasota county. 
This championship meet held 
significance to the Pine View 
team in that it is the final de-
terminer in who gets the trav-
eling Track trophy. This trophy 
has been won by both the Pine 
View boys and girls teams in 
the past; however, they did not 
take it home this year. In the fi-
nal competition, the girls team 
placed third and the boys team 
placed sixth out of nine teams. 

In track and field, ath-
letes both compete and place 
individually in their special-
ized events. Their placing and 
scores in these events are then 
totaled with the other mem-
bers’ scores, and converted 

into points that determine 
their school’s place against the 
other teams competing.

There are four track 
coaches, and each teaches 
and coaches different events. 
Third-grade teacher Misty 
Tucak coaches the 400-meter 
sprint, the long jump and the 4 
x 4 relay. The other coaches are 
English teacher Julia Schran 
for the 200 m sprint, 250 m 
sprint and 4 x 1 relay; physi-
cal education teacher Mark 
Thorpe coaches  discus and 
shotput, and Pine View parent 
James Sweiderk coaches for 
long distance and long jump.

The competition was host-
ed by North Port High School. 
In this, many Pine View stu-
dents placed in their respec-
tive events and contributed to 
Pine View’s overall score. “Its 

really great to see the comrad-
ery amongst all the schools 
and just how people get along 
with each other,” Tucak said.

At the competition, 
sixth-grader Nidgi Schnaeidr 
placed first in girls long jump 
and eighth-grader Logan 
Brown placed first in Boys 
800-meter. “Track is really 
about timing, endurance and 
learning to encourage and 
work with your teammates,” 
Schnaeidr said. “I can’t wait for 
our team to do even better in 
next year’s track season.”

After the April meet, the 
track team had a luncheon to 
celebrate the end of the year 
and pass out awards. During 
the meet, representatives of 
the track association gave 
the medals awarded to win-
ning Pine View athletes to 

the  coaches, so they could 
be handed to the students at 
the luncheon. This luncheon 
was an excellent way to end 

the year, and the last time the 
track team will meet until the 
beginning of the season next 
year.

Wrapping up the track season

by Ella Hechlik
Hitting homeruns on 

and off the field, fifth-grader 
Brodie Whitlock continuous-
ly shows his dedication and 
passion for his favorite sport: 
baseball. Playing since he was 
only 3 years old, Whitlock 
currently practices with the 
Sarasota Shocks travel base-
ball team, where his father 
Brian Whitlock coaches him.

Brodie Whitlock origi-
nally began baseball seven 
years ago with his family who 
encouraged him to play. He 
was introduced to baseball 
by his father who was drafted 
by the Cleveland Indians and 
made it all the way up to their 
AA affiliate the Akron Aeros. 
Playing at home with his fa-

ther and siblings, Whitlock 
developed a love for the sport. 

When Whitlock turned 
7 years old, he took a break 
from playing baseball and 
tried swimming. However he 
returned back to baseball as 
he is best at, and he has been 
playing ever since.

Whitlock practices twice 
a week at Twin Lakes Park, 
normally playing as first base 
or catcher. “It’s the positions 
that I am best at,” he said. 

Britlock’s team consists of 
ten players, all of them shar-
ing a relationship through 
baseball for years. His travel 
team has won many different 
awards and plays in tourna-
ments twice a month, on Fri-
day and Saturday nights. “Ba-

sically, the team wants seeds, 
which are rankings so that the 
best teams are against each 
other in the end. Usually the 
better seeds play later in the 
day, so we always try to get 
those spots.” Whitlock said.

Whitlock’s favorite part 
about baseball is the statistics 
behind the game, such as bat-
ting average, pitching stats 
and RBIs (runs batted in).

Whitlock would like to 
continue baseball throughout 
high school and in college. 
When he gets older, he would 
like to play for the Tampa Bay 
Rays. 

“Baseball is so much fun 
to play, and I hope to contin-
ue it for as long as I can,” he 
said.

Student steps up to the plate
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The Pine View Track team poses for a team photo after the 
championship game held at North Port High on April 5. Pine 
View’s girl team placed third and the boys team placed sixth.  
PHOTO BY CELEENA MEMON

Fifth-grader Brodie Whitlock prepares to hit the ball during 
one of his baseball games. Whitlock has been playing base-
ball since he was 3 years old. 
PHOTO PROVIDED BY BRIAN WHITLOCK



ART BY MAXINE TEMPLE, GRADE 6

[student submissions]

by Adam Blizzard, 
grade 6

 Every night my mom 
tells me, “Practice makes 
perfect!” Sometimes I com-
plain that all of my songs are 
already perfect nevertheless; 
I still have to practice every 
night. The point I’m trying 
to make here is that practice 
does make perfect.

I’ve been playing piano 
since first grade at the age 
of 6. My very first songs for 
about ten notes, easily play-
able with one finger. Now, 
I’m traveling all across the 

Practice makes perfect
state to competitions. In 
fact, I have one in Tampa 
this weekend. Songs I am 
now playing are the level 
Intermediate III, which is 
played by eighth- and ninth- 
graders that started at about 
the same age as me. Thanks 
to my long hours of prac-
tice and determination, I 
am playing an extremely ad-
vanced level for my age.

Additionally, practice 
makes perfect because all 
the brilliant pianists prac-
ticed a lot! Beethoven prac-
ticed vigorously every single 

day and made all his three 
children practice every sin-
gle day. Mozart played even 
before he could walk! People 
don’t understand how much 
some work on the piano.

In conclusion, practice 
makes perfect because prac-
tice achieves great accom-
plishments. If I didn’t prac-
tice, I wouldn’t be anywhere 
close to where I am today. 
Practice is like an ingredi-
ent to excellence; without 
practice, none of the great-
est musicians would be who 
they became. ART BY RIYA DOSHI, GRADE 2 

by Alyson Mizanin, grade 6
An open notebook, the pages blank

Your creative jots are ready to escape.
You hold a pen of dark blue ink

And before you write, you stop to think.
A sense of freedom springs as you ponder,

The color of the dreary day begins fading away.
Thoughts race in your mind like a tornado,

Until you’ve made your decision to touch the paper.
The ink of the pen almost hums in cheer.

The small “Hmmm...” it makes, how your mind it will clear.
A soothing sound of a sudden odyssey—
New worlds and an exciting possibility,

All open to you are the gateways of adventure.
Your pen and the paper, your only luggage.

A mesmerizing hum
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[student question submission]

Why does Earth have 
gravity?
Question submitted by fourth-grader Sophia Gruneiro

by Tricia Saputera
Gravity affects every 

movement we make, wheth-
er we know it or not. It is the 
stable force that keeps us on 
the ground every day, and 
pulls us down when we jump 
into the air. The reasoning 
behind Earth’s gravity is sim-
ple—Earth has mass, which is 
similar to weight, and thus it 
has gravity.

Gravity was discovered 
by Sir Isaac Newton, an En-
glish mathematician and 
physicist. At the age of 18, he 
went to study at the Univer-
sity of Cambridge’s Trinity 
College. There, Newton was 
introduced to advanced cur-
riculums of science and spent 
all of his free time reading 
works of philosophers. New-
ton studied at Trinity Col-

lege for four years until the 
school temporarily closed. 
During the interruption, 
Newton returned home to his 
farm, where he continued his 
studies. His farm was the site 
where the historic apple fell 
from the tree.

The story goes that New-
ton saw an apple fall from a 
tree, and wondered why the 
apple fell downwards, and 
what was pulling it down. 
According to Reference.com, 

Newton did further research 
and thus, discovered gravity. 
He published his findings in 
his famous book called “Prin-
cipia Mathematica” in 1687.

One of the discoveries 
Newton published in his book 
was the Law of Gravitation. 
This law says that every thing 
attracts to every other thing 
with a force. The force and 
law also have a mathemati-

cal translation, but contains 
many complex, advanced 
concepts. To put into simpler 
terms, the law basically states 
that you are pulling Earth 
toward you, while the Earth 
is also pulling you toward it. 
However, because the Earth’s 
mass is larger than your mass, 
you are pulled toward the 
Earth stronger than the Earth 
is pulled to you. This pull is 
known as gravity.

In addition to holding us 
down, gravity is also the force 
that makes planets orbit the 
sun, and the moon orbit the 
Earth. According to space-
place.nasa.gov, ocean tides 
are also an effect of gravity, 
as the moon’s gravitational 
pull pulls the seas, causing 
tides. Life here on Earth just 
wouldn’t be the same with-
out gravity—it is what keeps 
the Earth at a perfect distance 
away from Sun, while still 
maintaining the amount of 
warmth we receive.

To sum it up, gravity 
comes from mass. The more 
mass something has, the 
more gravity it will exert. 
So next time you’re walking 
around or on a trampoline, 
think about gravity, and how 
the Earth pulls you down 
when you jump into the air.

 ]Gravity was dis-
covered by Sir 
Isaac Newton 
and it involves 
Earth’s pull on 

people.
[

PHOTO BY TRICIA SAPUT-
ERA

GRAPHIC PROVIDED BY PINTEREST.COM
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by Park Dietz
It was almost here. The 

only time of day that decides 
whether or not you are in the 
four square hierarchy. The time 
of day that separates the win-
ners from the losers. It is al-
most time for fields where the 
infamous battle of four square 
begins. Who could’ve guessed 
that four lines and a big red 
ball would have all this power? 
The winner of four square is 
considered king until the next 
day, when we battle it out to see 
who is the king of the square 
yet again.

I was mentally preparing 
myself for the moment that I 
would hit the square. I had to 
think of the specific moves to 
execute. I needed to calculate 
how much spin to put on the 
ball in order to keep it inside 

the lines, placing a nasty curve 
on it in hopes of getting people 
out. Thoughts were running 
through my head like, “What if 
I lose?” and “What is it like to 
be king of the square?”

Then I heard the whistle 
that called us to the golf cart 
to guide us to fields. Nervous 
sweat perspired down my fore-
head as the four square game 
approached rapidly. Every step 
I took I got a little more ner-
vous. Before I knew it, the time 
had arrived.

The king, queen, jack and 
peasant are the final four from 
the previous day, but the line 
to take the next spot grew ev-
ery second. I got lucky and was 
the second person in the grand 
12 person line-up. The king 
from the previous day, Balton 
Dyrd, served the big red ball as 

hard as he could and began the 
brawl. Everyone was jumping 
left and right and the peanut 
gallery of girls were watching 
from the volleyball courts and 
cheering us on.  Before I knew 
it the queen fell after a big spin 
on the ball, and I was up next to 
go into the square. 

As I watched the next 
round, my adrenaline and an-
ticipation were building rapid-
ly; a ball suddenly flew wide, so 
it was my time to shine.

First round, I was warming 
up — no big spin moves. Lucki-
ly I was not targeted by the oth-
ers and Balton Dyrd, who was 
in the king position, hit a ball 
out.  I moved up to the next 
position of the jack.My stress 
was building. Before I knew it, 
the next round was over as the 
student in the queen position 

left. Now I was in the hot-spot 
— the position right before the 
glorified king position. 

The aide called out last 
round to us, and my nervous-
ness increased drastically. The 
king served the ball, there was 
no spin, and it was an easy ball 
right to me. I saw my moment, 
so I took it. I slammed the ball 
to the back corner of the king 

position. It was glorious. The 
crowd of other fourth grad-
ers cheered and picked me up 
on their shoulders, carrying 
me around the four square 
grounds. It was just like a scene 
out of a movie.

This was the best mo-
ment of my entire life. I was 
now known as the king of the 
court... at least until tomorrow.

Hierarchy ‘four’ the day

How do all the oceans say hello to each other?
They wave!

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

What did the bread do on vacation?
It loafed around!

Why didn’t the elephant buy a suitcase for his vacation?
Because he already had a trunk!

What do frogs like to drink on a hot day?
Croak-a-cola! 

Why do bananas use sunscreen?
Because they peel!

            Joke Box

What does the sun drink out of?
Sunglasses!
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Kids gather to fields for the daily battle of four square. Any-
one can be crowned king if they make it to the top. 
GRAPHIC BY SUZANNE BROWN

GRAPHIC PROVIDED BY FOTOLIA.COM



by Allie Odishelidze
With summer around the 

corner, students and teachers 

alike are looking forward to 

jumping into break. However, 

a new update from the Sara-

sota County School Board re-

veals they might be jumping a 

bit too soon.

Sarasota County has an-

nounced that in order to re-

main competitive, a new plan 

for a year-round school year 

will be implemented this 

summer. Instead of ending 

for summer the first week of 
June as the county has done 

in the past, both students and 

teachers will continue into 

July. 

Characterized by the lack 

Summer ‘breaks’ forever
of a long summer break so of-

ten found in school districts 

across the country, these al-

ternative calendars are meant 

to maintain the cognitive 

function of children— much 

to the dismay of the students.

The School Board has said 

that with this they know that 

their students will be happier 

in the long run, and they will 

see long term results.

Many students have spo-

ken out on this extended 

school year. For third-grader 

Vera Wealty, this change in 

schedule will affect her exten-

sive summer schedule. “Ev-

ery summer, my family and I 

travel to at least 12 European 

countries. This new schedule 

means we will only be able 

to get to about six, and I just 

don’t agree with that,” Wealty 

said.

Parents have also spo-

ken out about the change in 

scheduling. One parent, Hel-

en Copter, believes this will 

make completing summer 

homework more difficult for 
her children. “This short-

ened summer means that I 

will have even less time to do 

my children’s summer home-

work,” Copter said.

As the school transitions 

into summer, only time will 

tell how this schedule will 

work.

*Editor’s Note: The above 
is a work of fiction.

by Alexa Mollod
Greetings, fellow Earth-

ling. My name is Olive Irth 

and I'm an elementary student 

at Pine View. Just last month, 

I was enjoying Pine View's 

Earth Day celebration when 

suddenly I ran into something  

strange. What I am about to 

tell you cannot be shared with 

anyone. Can you keep my se-

cret?

I knew that something 

weird was going to happen the 

moment I stepped outside that 

day. I felt a chilling breeze; I 

heard noises all around me 

and the gray clouds would 

not stop chasing each other 

across the murky sky. Nobody 

else seemed to notice — they 

were too excited for the Earth 

Day activities. So, I went along 

with it and tried to forget that 

unsettling feeling that swept 

across Pine View during its 

Earth Day celebration.

All of a sudden, rain came 

pouring down. I remem-

bered I had an umbrella in my 

backpack in Building 16, so I 

quickly ran to get it from the 

building. Out of breath and 

drenched in rain, I whipped 

open my classroom door. In-

side sat two purple aliens with 

two antanae speaking a foreign 

language. Their heads snapped 

toward me when they heard 

the door swing open. I let out 

a loud screech and tried to run 

out; however, one alien yelled, 

"Come. Back. Earthling. We. 

Need. Help." 

I turned my head toward 

them and slowly tip-toed back 

into the room, a puddle of 

sweat forming in my palms. 

Who were they, and what did 

they want from me?

“Yes. We. Need. You,” the 

aliens blurted. 

Their voices were not as 

scary as I anticipated, and if 

you looked close enough, you 

could see a little sparkle in 

their eyes. They were not here 

to hurt me — they needed my 

help. I came closer and gently 

said, "Hi there, what do you 

need from me?" 

I put out my hand for a 

cordial shake; however, they 

looked at me puzzled — I 

guess that's an Earth thing.

"We come from planet 

Htrae, and very boring it is," 

one alien said. 

"Yes, that is right. Your 

Earth Day celebration we love. 

We want to be like Earth," the 

other whispered.

I let out a long "Ohhhhh," 

and nodded my head. 

I finally understood! They 

wanted my help in creating 

their own Htrae Day celebra-

tion. I gave an assuring squeal 

and grabbed their hands.

"Is that a yes?" one alien 

asked hopefully, forming a 

smile. 

I smiled back and nod-

ded. I was so excited. Within 

seconds, I was all buckled-up 

in their spaceship, ready to fly 
away. I felt the ground evapo-

rate beneath me as I shot up 

into the sky, flying like a bullet 
through space. And then I ar-

rived at my destination. What 

was it like? I guess you'll have 

to find out for yourself.

Aliens absolutely love Earth Day, and they have decided 
to take up the practice for themselves. 
GRAPHIC BY SUZANNE BROWN

Students protest against Sarasota County’s new policy 
outside the Sarasota County School Board. 
GRAPHIC BY ALLIE ODISHELIDZE
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After being a part of the 
Match throughout my high 
school career thus far, the time 
has come for me to say good-
bye. However, the time has also 
come for a whole new gener-
ation of Match staffers to say 
hello. Before 
signing off, 
I want to re-
flect on my 
experienc-
es and say 
thank you 
to everyone 
who has 
helped me 
along the 
way. 

To the two previous Match 
editors-in-chief who helped 
foster my love for journalism, 
thank you for pushing me to 
take The Match to the next lev-
el.

To my current Match staff-
ers, you made this past year a 
joy. From staying late on press 
nights to eating an excessive 
amount of cookies, I am so 
grateful I got to make a year 
full of memories with you all. 
Although leaving the staff that 
I have been a part of for so long 

may be difficult, I am confident 
that I am leaving the paper in 
good hands.

For everyone who has read 
my columns throughout this 
year, I want to thank you. I 
hope that sometime this year 
I was able to use my  writing 
to aid someone through a dif-
ficult time or inspire some-
one to take action and change 
something within their life. I 
hope that you take whatever 
you have learned this year and 
move forward with a confident 
attitude.

Saying goodbye to the 
newspaper that transformed 
the way I look at things is hard, 
but I know that there are great-

er things 
to come.

I am 
proud to 
say that 
next year, 
I will be-
come the 
T o r c h ’ s 
next ed-

itor-in-chief. However, I am 
happy to say that the Match 
will still continue its success 
with the next Match Edi-
tor-in-Chief, Haleigh Brown.

Take whatever 
you have learned 

this year and move 
forward with a 
confident attitude.

Sana Rahman, 
Editor-in-Chief

Saying goodbye 
to The Match

Student shines on television
by Suzanne Brown 

For fifth-grader Clark 
Walkup, his close to nev-
er-ending knowledge never 
fails to amaze. Following the 
Latin phrase printed on one 
of his t-shirts — “carpe diem” 
(seize the day) — Walkup will 
showcase his talents on the 
national level later this year on 
the upcoming ABC television 
game show “Child Support.”

Joined by 14 other elemen-
tary-age gifted minds, Walkup 
was selected out of over 900 
applicants to comprise a pan-
el of highly skilled children. 
As the name alludes to, “Child 
Support” will be a game show 
with adult contestants that 
may rely on this panel of chil-
dren for support when answer-
ing difficult trivia questions. 
Out of those who applied to be 
on the show’s panel, 20 were 
invited to the New York City 
film set. After going through 
practice rounds to gage the 
children’s talents for the show, 
15 students were called back to 
become season one’s finalized 
panel of budding prodigies.

For six days in January, 
Walkup and his mother, Ja-
mie, visited New York City 
on an all-expense paid trip. 
From 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. each day, 
Walkup experienced life with-
in the television studio. Hair 
dressers, stylists and makeup 
artists perfected Walkup’s look 
before filming his responses 
in the game show. “I’m pretty 
proud. It’s an accomplishment 
not many other people can say 
they’ve done,” Walkup said.

While this is Walkup’s in-
troduction to show business, 
his previous recognitions are 

what led him to the opportu-
nity. Since age 5, Walkup has 
been a member of Mensa, an 
international IQ society that 
only accepts those who score 
within the 
top 98th per-
centile on 
standardized 
IQ exams. In 
2015, Mensa 
a d ve r t i s e d 
the opportu-
nity to audi-
tion for the 
show “Little 
Big Shots” 
hosted by 
Steve Harvey. 
Unfortunately, Walkup did not 
receive a callback, but the cast-
ing director retained Walkup’s 
information and contacted 
him to apply for “Child Sup-
port.”

His academic capabilities 
stem from before even enter-

ing the classroom. At only age 
2, Walkup taught himself how 
to read. “We always knew that 
Clark was something different 
[and] special. From the time 

he was very little 
he was very in-
quisitive,” Jamie 
said. 

For now, 
those interest-
ed in watching 
Walkup’s rise to 
televised fame 
will have to wait 
for “Child Sup-
port” to be aired 
later in the year. 
However, he has 

also been invited to interview 
for a new television show on 
a separate network, although 
the details remain confiden-
tial.  “He wants to make a dif-
ference in the world,” Jamie 
said. And at only age 7, Walk-
up has already begun just that.

Second-grader Clark Walkup takes photos around New York 
City during his down time for the show “Child Support.” 
Walkup is one of 15 children on the show. 
PHOTO PROVIDED BY JAMIE WALKUP

“I’m pretty proud. 
It’s an 

accomplishment 
not many other 
people can say 
they’ve done.”
Clark Walkup,

Grade 2


