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FRONT PAGE: Fourth-grade students Sarina Sallapudi, Anna Kim, and Jaime 
Sweiderk (left to right) take a lunch break during the 2017 World Rowing 
Championships. The Championships took place at Nathan Benderson Park 
the week of Monday, Sept. 25. 
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New Year, New Teachers
In September, several elementary teachers joined our Pine View commu-

nity. To this end, The Match is taking the opportunity to welcome these new 
additions to campus. We’ve made viewing teacher profiles on pvtorch.com 
a breeze—just scan the QR code and read more about Lisa Rader, Stacy 
Burkett, Brittany Gieseke, Susan McKenzie, Sara Kolsky and Rachel Lenerz. 

Stacy Burkett 
fourth-grade teacher

Brittany Gieske 
fourth-grade teacher

Susan Mckenzie
fourth-grade teacher 

Sara Kolsky
second-grade teacher

PHOTOS BY BEN GORDON, ANNA LABINER, HALEIGH BROWN, KASUMI WADE, SANA RAHMAN AND TRICIA SAPUTERA

Lisa Rader
 fifth-grade teacher

Rachel Lenerz 
fifth-grade teacher



Students go beyond the grid  

by Tricia Saputera
The sixth-grade com-

puter elective is integrating 
a new curriculum this year: 
Computer Science Discover-
ies. Created by Code.org, this 
user-friendly program allows 
students to learn fundamen-
tal skills, from designing a 
website to making an app.

Code.org, a non-profit 
organization, has a mission to 
give every student the oppor-
tunity of learning computer 
science. Their new program, 
Computer Science Discover-
ies, specifically targets mid-
dle school students. This 
teaching material has  been 
beta-tested by Pine View 
students, meaning sample 
audiences weighed in. “I vol-

unteered last year to beta-test 
[part of ] it, and my kids last 
year just responded so well 
to it,” Jo Davids-
meyer, comput-
ers teacher, said. 

In addition 
to having the 
opportunity to 
beta-test the 
program, Da-
vidsmeyer also 
received spe-
cial training. 
Over the sum-
mer, she flew to 
Houston with 
approximately 
450 teachers, all 
who were pre-
paring to teach Computer 
Science Discoveries in the 

southeastern part of the U.S. 
During this intense one week 
training, the teachers looked 

at the first 
semester of 
the course, 
and Da-
v i d s m e y e r 
was able to 
have hands-
on practice 
teaching the 
curriculum.

In the 
c o u r s e , 
there are six 
units, each 
divided into 
two chap-
ters. Chap-

ters also have several lessons. 
Two units, however, do not 
involve the computer and are 
referred to as “unplugged ac-
tivities.” An example of one of 
these “unplugged activities” 
involves students working on 
their problem-solving skills 
by creating an algorithm to 
sort playing cards. The last 
unit also requires hardware, 
and students will be able to 
play with miniature circuit 
boards.

Before this curriculum, 
students in the class focused 
on learning how to use Pho-
toshop and the Microsoft Of-
fice products, such as Word 
and Excel. However, most 
students cannot work on 
Photoshop at home, since 
one has to pay for the soft-
ware. Now with Computer 
Science Discoveries, students 
can conveniently work on the 

“I think this 
course is 

great. This 
is the course 

that will 
change peo-

ple’s worlds.”
Amy Kim,

Grade 6 

Computer Science Discoveries prorgram implemented 

entire course, excluding proj-
ects with partners, at home or 
at school. “It’s totally online, 
there is nothing to buy at all; 
it doesn’t matter whether you 
can afford extra software or 
not, and it covers so many 
basics,” Davidsmeyer said. As 
a teacher, Davidsmeyer can 
also view students’ creations, 
like websites, but cannot edit 
them, so the final product is 
the students’ original work.

In the future, Davids-
meyer hopes to stay and grow 

SCHEDULE A FREE PARENT ORIENTATION TODAY!

FOR AGES

Kumon Math & Reading Center of Sarasota - Bee Ridge
4438 Bee Ridge Rd., Sarasota, FL 34233

941.462.2729 • kumon.com/sarasota-bee-ridge-fl
©2017 Kumon North America, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

The unique Kumon Method 
can give your child an
academic advantage.

WE MAKE YOUR SMART KID 
EVEN SMARTER!

At Kumon, we personalize our math and reading programs 
to fit the skill level of each child. Students of all levels 
learn to grasp concepts on their own and take full 
ownership of their success. It’s how Kumon builds an 
academic advantage in school and beyond.

with the program, as it is 
constantly being improved. 
While there is a seventh- 
and eighth-grade computers 
elective, there is no corre-
sponding Code.org program. 
Davidsmeyer, however, has 
hopes that more curricu-
lum will be added, so middle 
school students can build on 
what they learned in previous 
years. “I think this course is 
great,” sixth-grader Amy Kim 
said. “This is the course that 
will change people’s worlds.”

TOP: Jo Davidsmeyer calls on a student during computer 
class. This year, the Computer Science Discoveries course 
has been implemented into the curriculum.
BOTTOM: Students work on the Computer Science Discov-
eries couse. This can be worked on at home or at school.
PHOTOS BY ANNA LABINER
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Elementary students are (check)mates

Student shoots for the stars

by Ben Gordon
To expose elementary 

students to chess and friend-
ly competition, fifth-grade 
teacher Andy Vitkus started 
the elementary chess club.

Vitkus decided to make 
a chess club for elementary 
students due to scheduling 
conflicts. Previously, elemen-
tary students could not par-
ticipate in chess club because 
classes end at 4 p.m., and the 
chess club for middle and 
high school students meets 
on Thursdays at 1 p.m. Vitkus 
decided the perfect solution 
was to start a new club for el-
ementary, so they could take 
part in a fun club after school. 
Students of any skill level can 
join the club, which meets 
Wednesday from 4 p.m. to 5 

p.m. in the Student Union. 
There are plenty of chess 
boards, provided by Vitkus, 
ready for use.

During meetings, stu-
dents will not only improve 
their chess skills but also im-
prove their social skills and 
form new friendships through 
a common interest. Students 
play friendly games of chess 
with a partner and are ran-
domly paired to play against 
each other.

There will be at least three 
competitions on campus this 
year, all associated with Sun-
coast Scholastic Chess, a group 
made up of parent volunteers 
and teachers who organize 
tournaments and exchange 
teaching methods. The com-
petitions are modeled after 

the United States Chess Fed-
eration competitions, except 
instead of using an official 
rating system, they will use an 
unofficial system assigned to 
each student where they are 
given a numerical score. “The 
whole point of the competi-
tions is basically to have fun,” 
Dan Jersey, a coach for the club 
and member’s parent, said.

In the future, Vitkus 
hopes to increase membership 
and give more elementary stu-
dents the wonderful opportu-
nity to learn how to play chess. 
“I also hope members of a Pine 
View team get recognized as a 
club when they go to the tour-
naments. Many Pine View 
kids play, but are not part of 
a recognized Pine View club,” 
Vitkus said. 

Pictured above are second-graders Ryan Begala (left) and 
Leo Schwimmer (right) playing chess. They are apart of the 
new elementary chess club sponsored by fifth-grade teacher 
Andy Vitkus.   
PHOTO BY BEN GORDON

by Nathalie Bencie
In the aftermath of the 

solar eclipse that occurred 
Aug. 21,  sixth-grader Adrienne 
Johnson discovered a clever 
way to not only reuse millions 
of glasses that no longer served 
a purpose, but a way for stu-
dents around the world to ex-
perience a one-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity. Teaming up with 
the California-based organi-
zation, Astronomers Without 
Borders (AWB), Johnson is 
currently collecting used solar 
eclipse glasses for students, in 
less fortunate countries. These 
students will  be experiencing a 
similar solar eclipse within the 
next couple of years.

AWB is an organization 
that focuses on bringing the 
sciences, experiences of as-
tronomy and space to commu-

nities around the world, partic-
ularly those in poverty-struck 
countries. In AWB's Eclipse 
Glasses Donation Program, the 
recycled glasses will be sent to 
countries in Asia and South 
America for their 2019 solar 
eclipse experience.

Johnson originally discov-
ered the project in late August 
when her mother suggested 
the idea. "My mom was look-
ing on Facebook when we saw 
that AWB was doing an eclipse 
glasses drive," Johnson said. 
"So then we went to Walmart, 
bought some baskets, labeled 
them, and the next day, I 
was distributing the baskets 
around school." 

The baskets are located in 
all of Johnson's classes, as well 
as in the Administration build-
ing and in the media center.

So far, she has collect-
ed over 15 eclipse glasses for 
AWB's drive from a majority 
of anonymous donors. In  an 
attempt to advertise the drive 
more, Johnson has been ask-
ing her teachers and friends to 
share the drive's information 
with others. The drive will con-
tinue throughout the rest of 
the year before she brings the 
glasses to one of AWB's Glass-
es Collection Centers located 
throughout the Tampa and St. 
Pete area.

"I felt really great about do-
nating my glasses to the drive 
that Adrienne has," friend of 
Johnson, sixth-grader Marina 
Gordon said. "It will really help 
those in less fortunate coun-
tries experience such a cool so-
lar eclipse."

As the year progresses, 

Johnson hopes to collect over 
100 solar eclipse glasses for the 
students in South America and 
Asia. Once this drive ends, she 
plans on searching for another 
organization that both benefits 
the community and the envi-
ronment.

"I think it’s [Adrienne's 
project] a good example of 
what our school strives to 
achieve," sixth-grade teacher 
Fran Squires said. "Giving back 
to others, recycling, being cre-
ative, and going the extra de-
gree."

Sixth-grader Adrienne Johnson poses with one of her col-
lection bins. Johnson is collecting gently used solar eclipse 
glasses to donate to less fortunate countries. 
PHOTO BY NATHALIE BENCIE
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October and November 
Events and Teacher Birthdays

IN BRIEF

 Oct. 31
Elementary
 Fall Parade

 Nov. 8
Ms. White’s 

birthday

 Nov. 15
Ms. Barber’s 

birthday

 Nov. 18
Mr. Gardner’s 

Birthday

 Nov. 21
Ms. Greig’s 

birthday 

 Oct. 27
Kid’s Night Out

Spanish teacher Marguerite Sand used Hurricane Irma as a 
learning opportunity for her sixth-grade students. They were 
able to expand their vocabulary on  terms relating to storms.
PHOTO BY JOLI REA AND HAFSAH MAHMUD

Fourth-graders Annica Pereira (left) and Diya Patel (right) 
spent their time at the Pine View book fair checking out new 
books and school supplies. The book fair was open from 
Oct. 2-7.
PHOTO BY TRICIA  SAPUTERA

Trip to rowing championships

Sarasota County app for parents

by Manuel Rea
Fourth-graders experi-

enced the trip of a lifetime 
Monday, Sept. 25 when they 
visited the 2017 World Row-
ing Championships at Nathan 
Benderson Park, built specifi-
cally to hold regattas, boat rac-
es, and other competitions.

Students from local Sara-
sota County schools were in-
vited to attend the competition 
throughout the week of Sept. 
25. Classes left for the park at 
9:30 a.m., where profession-
al teams from all around the 
world came to participate 
in the international event. 
“There were some countries 
I [had] never even heard of,” 
fourth-grader Cole Reuter said.

With their class and chap-
erones, students sat in the 

by Allie Odishelidze
In a new application re-

leased by Sarasota County 
schools, parents and students 
will be able to access a variety 
of resources from their mobile 
devices.

Available on both the 
Google Play Store and the App 
Store, the app features easy 
access to the calendar, district 
social media and notifications 
from the school.

A swipe to the left opens 
access to settings, login to the 
Blackboard portal, a directo-
ry, sports news, information 
about the new superinten-
dent, school news, the district 
lunch menu, resources and ac-
cess to the Crosspointe portal.

The app streamlines any 

information that a parent of a 
student would need available 
in one location.

While the app has many 
helpful resources, a few of 
the options are mildly cum-
bersome. To open the Cros-
spointe Portal, another win-
dow opens rather than within 
the app. Consequently, this 
means it is not possible to 
remain logged into the app. 
The same is true for the “My 
School Bucks” option. While 
parents are able to access their 
child’s account, they must log 
in to a separate window each 
time.

As it was released Aug. 12, 
2017, the application is fairly 
new and there will expectedly 
be more updates to come.

bleachers surrounding the lake 
where the races would take 
place. Art from Sarasota Coun-
ty students was also showcased 
by Embracing Our Differenc-
es, the non-profit organiza-
tion dedicated to spreading 
diversity through art. The 
“Adopt-A-Country” program 
had students produce art that 
represented a country partici-
pating in the championships. 
Some murals included the 
United States, Italy and China 
in which Pine View students 
helped to create.

After returning to school 
at 1:30 p.m., the students were 
tired from a long day. “Even 
though we were tired and 
sweaty, it was a lot of fun,” 
fourth-grader Dalton Bur-
roughs said.
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by Alexa Mollod
With the smell of fresh-

ly-baked baguettes and the 
beautiful display of delicious 
treats, all it takes is one step 
into Morton’s Bakery to fall 
in love. Morton’s Bakery is a 
cozy, time-honored bakery 
that has treats to satisfy every 
sweet tooth.

Morton’s Bakery is a small 
part of Morton’s Gourmet 
Market, which has been fami-
ly-owned since 1969; the bak-
ery was added in 1997. As you 
walk in, the traditional style 
is evident, with brown tones 
making you feel cozy, com-
fortable and ready to dig into 
one of their many delicious 
treats. Since Morton’s Bakery 
is also located in Southside 
Village, a pedestrian-friendly 
part of town, the bakery offers 
plentiful outside seating so 
you can enjoy the fall weather 

Morton’s Bakery
and watch the world pass by 
at your leisure.

The display case is prob-
ably the most alluring part of 
the bakery. It stretches across 
most of the store and is filled 
to the brim with mouth-wa-
tering desserts. From key lime 
pie and seasonal fruit tarts to 
New York-style cheesecake 
and chocolate truffle cake, 
there is something for every-
one. And, have I mentioned 
the baskets upon baskets 
of freshly-baked croissants, 
scones and baguettes perched 
on top of the display case? 
They are too good to resist; I 
ordered a croissant and en-
joyed the buttery, warm rush 
of flavor flood in my mouth 
as the treat simply melted 
away. The prices can get mild-
ly high, but you are paying for 
quality desserts that are truly 
made with love.

To really get into the sea-
sonal spirit, Morton’s Bakery 
offers many different menus 
—a selection the staff pre-
pares of dishes one can pur-
chase at the store. There is 
a holiday menu that covers 
Thanksgiving and the win-
ter holidays, a Valentine’s 
Day menu, a St. Patrick’s Day 
menu and many others. A few 
delicious desserts featured on 
the holiday menu are pump-
kin pie, Jim Beam pecan pie, 
old-fashioned apple pie and 
pumpkin cheesecake with a 
gingersnap crust.

If looking for a bakery 
that believes in quality rather 
than quantity and friendli-
ness rather than indifference, 
Morton’s is your place. A sim-
ple trip to Morton’s bakery 
will make your day and re-
mind you of the importance 
of treating yourself to some-

thing truly delicious every 
once in a while.

Morton’s Bakery is locat-
ed 1924 S. Osprey Avenue, 
Sarasota, FL. 34239. The bak-
ery hours are from 7 a.m. to 8 
p.m. Monday through Satur-

day, and 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. on 
Sunday.

The display case at Morton’s Bakery features a variety of 
seasonal favorites. The current menu includes New York-
style cheesecake and key lime pie. 
PHOTO BY ALEXA MOLLOD

Rating: 5/5 Torches

Autumn eats are a 
tasty treat

This fall, try out some new sweet treats that will leave 
you wanting more. Fall is the perfect time to gourge 
on pastries, from pumpkin pies to apple cobbler. You 
are sure to find a fall favorite at these local Sarasota 
bakeries referred to you by The Match!GRAPHIC PROVIDED BY CLIPART PANDA
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by William Khabbaz

Buttermilk Handcrafted 
Foods has been serving up 
southern classics to Sarasota 
locals since last September. 
The small, modern restau-
rant's relaxing environment 
and comfort food is perfect for 
a group hangout. This unique 
restaurant on Palmer Boule-
vard is family-owned by Jamie 
and Kathy Otto.

When you first walk 
through the restaurant, the 
atmosphere immediately feels 
like home. The modern wood 
detailing, made by Jamie, a 
former carpenter, and the 
small dim light fixtures give 
the space a relaxing and cozy 
feeling. At the same time, But-
termilk Handcrafted Foods 
gives a modern twist to the 
decor by adding white tiles to 

Sift Bakehouse

brighten up the restaurant.
The menu is very limited 

and simple, but packed with 
lots of flavor. The main item 
on their menu is their home-
made buttermilk biscuits. 
The buttery, flakey biscuit 
can be complemented with 
a variety of options includ-
ing eggs, bacon, homemade 
gravy, and other veggies and 
proteins. The extensive selec-
tion of topping options allows 
customers to have an endless 
number of combinations to 
choose from. The cafe also has 
a $6 toast menu which chang-
es daily. This includes a thick 
piece of homemade bread, 
topped with different pro-
teins, cheeses, and veggies.

The cafe serves up freshly 
brewed coffee, in coordina-
tion with another local cafe, 

Perq Coffee Bar.  Alongside 
the coffee, the restaurant has 
a dessert menu that will fulfill 
anyone's sweet tooth. They of-
fer items such as oatmeal pie, 
cream pie, and an enormous 
chocolate chip cookie filled 
with salted caramel.  These 
made-from-scratch desserts 
and coffee are priced from 
around $3 to $5.

This small and one of a 
kind restaurant in the heart 
of Sarasota is a great spot 
to take a breather and enjoy 
some quality southern com-
fort food.

5520 Palmer Blvd., Sara-
sota, and is open 6:30 a.m.-
3:30 p.m. Tuesday-Friday and 
8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Saturday.

Rating: 4.5/5 Torches

by Zach Bright
A hidden gem nestled in 

the heart of downtown Sara-
sota, Sift Bakehouse takes the 
cake when it comes to high 
quality baked goods.

Chef Christine Nord-
strom—a graduate from the 
Johnson & Wales College Cu-
linary School—founded the 
store after her time spent as 
a pastry chef at Napa Valley 
Grill following her schooling. 
Now she spends her time bak-
ing small batch, made-from-
scratch artisan goods at Sift 
Bakehouse.

The small store is full of 
big flavor. The restaurant is 
a colorful nook chock-full of 

Buttermilk Handcrafted Foods

Rating: 5/5 Torches

sweets which line the shelves 
with a sweet aroma wafting 
through the air. 

Sift Bakehouse offers a 
wide range of sweets, from 
cookies and brownies to 
scones and biscotti. All of their 
goods are handcrafted daily in 
house. Pricing varies, although 
pastries tend to be between $2 
to $4. 

If one is looking for a more 
savory snack, dense oat bars 
and fluffy cheese and bacon 
scones line the shelves, ripe for 
the picking. For people who are 
celebrating a special event like 
a birthday, custom cakes are 
make a sweet treat.

Their sugar cookies are a 

multicolored wonder. A sweet 
outside is decorated with a 
plethora of rainbow colored 
sprinkles. The slightly crunchy 
outside hides a soft and chewy 
center which is sure to please. 
Sift Bakehouse hits this classic 
cookie out of the park with its 
old-fashioned style of baking.

Sift Bakehouse also sells 
baked goods at locations aside 
from their retail store. Feel free 
to find some of their products 
at the Sarasota Farmer’s Mar-
ket over the weekend. Addi-
tionally, products are available 
online with shipping to cus-
tomers across the country.

Satisfy that sweet tooth 
with a visit to Sift Bakehouse.

Buttermilk Handcrafted Foods’ casual, wood-paneled exte-
rior is featured above. This bakery and restuarant offers an 
affordable menu featuring both sweet and savory treats.
PHOTO BY WILLIAM KHABBAZ

1383 McAnsh Square, Sara-
sota, Monday-Friday 7:30 a.m.-
5 p.m., Saturday 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

Cookies topped with colorful sprinkles are displayed on a 
plate above. Sift Bakehouse is a bakery where pastries like 
brownies and muffins may be purchased.
PHOTO BY ZACH BRIGHT
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Student hip hops to the top

TOP: Fifth-grader Katie Lukas performs a dance at the Radix 
Dance Convention. Lukas has been dancing for nine years.
BOTTOM: Lukas flies through the air at her performance at 
the Leap! National Dance Competition. She practices regu-
larly at Soul Studios.
PHOTOS PROVIDED BY KIM LUKAS

by Melissa Santoyo
With nine years of danc-

ing under her belt, fifth-grad-
er Katie Lukas is already more 
experienced than most her 
age. Having delved into the 
world of routines and chore-
ography at the age of 1, while 
living in New Jersey, Lukas 
has had experience in a wide 
variety of styles, ranging from 
her two starter skill sets of jazz 
and ballet, to a now more di-
verse dancing arsenal of tap 
dance, hip hop, lyrical, and 
more.

It was during her time 
in New Jersey that she was 
enrolled in the Performing 
Arts Academy (PAA), a dance 

studio open for children of 
all ages. It 
is currently 
run by artis-
tic director, 
Dawn Lavi-
o l a - S c h a u b, 
and it offers 
a variety of 
classes danc-
ers can take 
depending on 
their preferred 
style. “My 
mom just put 
me in a dance 
class and I re-
ally liked it, so 
I stayed,” Lukas said.

As of right now, Lukas reg-

ularly practices jazz, hip hop, 
tap, ballet, lyr-
ical, acrobatic 
and contem-
porary at  Soul 
Studios, locat-
ed in Saraso-
ta. While her 
routine sched-
ule changes 
yearly, her cur-
rent practice 
regimen runs 
on a daily ba-
sis from two 
to three hours, 
except for a 
short reprieve 

every Tuesday and Sunday. 
This is mostly in preparation 
for the recitals Lukas partici-
pates in at the end of each year 
as well as competitions, which 
she first started doing at the 
age of 4.

In the previous year alone, 
she competed in four to five 
different competitions. One 
memorable event for Lukas 
was during her first solo per-
formance at the national Bra-
vO! Dance competition. She 
performed a mix of lyrical 
and acrobatic choreography at 
the BravO! venue in Orlando, 
where she was awarded with 
first place for her routine. Lu-
kas was just 9 years old at the 
time.

For Lukas, the best part 
about dancing is how it serves 
as an outlet for her stress, or as 
a buffer to help fix a bad day. 
“You can just let out your feel-

Fifth-grader continues to pursue her dancing 
career after nine years

ings, like sometimes if you’ve 
had a rough day you can go 
there [studio] and just let it 
out. It feels really good,” she 
said.

Dance is also a part of 
her life she shares with her 

friends. “It feels good to dance 
with my friend. She’s a really 
good dancer and she makes 
me happy whenever she danc-
es because she’s good,” fellow 
fifth-grader and dancer at Soul 
Studios, Ava Chyorny said.

“You can just let 
out your feel-

ings, like some-
times if you’ve 

had a rough day 
you can go [to 
the studio] and 

just let it out.”
Katie Lukas,

Grade 5 
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Pumpkin Bouquet
Materials:
• Plant in a nursery pot
• Pumpkin scoop
• Large bowl
• Newspaper
• Pumpkin
• Sharpie
• Knife (with parental super-
vision)

Steps:
Obtain newspaper and 

layout a few sheets on a flat 
surface so there is no mess. 
Set the pumpkin on top of the 
newspaper.

Take the plant in the 
nursery pot and hold over the 
top of the pumpkin. With the 
sharpie, draw a general outline 
on the pumpkin around the 

planter to get the correct ap-
proximate size of the planter's 
circumference.

With help from a parent, 
cut the top of the pumpkin 
around the outline you have 
just created and take off the 
top.

With the scoop and a large 
bowl, completely clean out the 
inside of your pumpkin and 
place the insides into the bowl.

Now that it's empty, with 
a parent, cut a drainage hole 
about 2 inches in diameter in 
the bottom of the pumpkin. 
This will prevent water from 
sitting in the bottom of the 
pumpkin which would cause it 
to rot. As an optional addition, 
draw a face on the pumpkin 
with sharpie.

Now simply place the plant 
into the pumpkin and you have 
a floral piece of fall decor to 
display anywhere in or out of 
your house!

Drip Art Pumpkin
Materials:
• White or orange pumpkin
• Crayons
• Tacky glue
• Blow dryer
• Garbage bags or newspaper
• Pumpkin

Steps:
Layout newspaper or gar-

bage bag on a flat surface and 
obtain your pumpkin. Either 
orange or white can be utilized, 
but white may show up better.

Break the crayons in half 
and arrange them on the top of 
the pumpkin in the color order 
you choose.

Pick up each crayon and 
squeeze a strip of glue under-
neath each one before placing 
the crayons back on top.

After the glue has dried, 
obtain the blow dryer and place 
it on the highest heat setting. 
Hold the blow dryer over the 
top of the pumpkin and watch 
as the heat melts the crayon's 
colors down the sides to make 
a beautiful, non carved pump-
kin!

Mummy Pumpkin
Materials:
• Pumpkin
• Googly eyes

Ready to have a ‘gourd’ time?

• Gauze
• Hot glue gun (with parental 
supervision)
• Black sticky foam or black 
construction paper
• Scissors

Steps:
After allowing the hot glue 

gun to heat up, with parental 
supervision, place hot glue on 
the end of a strip of gauze.

Place this end of the gauze 
on the pumpkin and wrap it 
around to look like your de-
sired mummy of choice. Once 
the pumpkin is sufficiently 
wrapped, hot glue the oth-
er end of the gauze onto the 
pumpkin.

Next, cut black sticky foam 
or black construction paper 
into the shape of the mouth 
you would like for your pump-
kin. Secure the mouth with hot 
glue or with the sticky side of 

by Haleigh Brown
This Halloween, spice up your simple, everyday pumpkin with the help of The Match. 

Whether you want decor that is spooky or colorful, these pumpkin ideas offer creative 
options for everyone. With our easy-to-follow tips, feel free to make somethin’ from 
pumpkin.

the black foam.
Lastly, stick the googly eyes 

above the mouth, and you have 
a terrifying mummy pumpkin 
without the mess of carving!

Spider Pumpkin
Materials:
• White yarn
• Plastic spiders
• Glue
•Pumpkin

Steps:
Wrap your pumpkin with 

white yarn to create the illu-
sion of a spider web and glue 
the yarn onto the pumpkin as 
needed.

After waiting for the glue 
to dry, place glue on the plas-
tic spiders and arrange them 
around the pumpkin as desired 
to create a terrifyingly terrific 
spider-infested pumpkin!

TOP: Liven up a plain pumpkin by melting crayons. With 
everyday supplies, it’s easy to get creative.
LEFT: Place a bouquet of flowers inside a pumpkin to create 
some beautiful decor. Wildflowers are an unexpexted comple-
ment to your traditional pumpkin.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY COOLMOMPICKS.COM AND ATH-
RIFTYDIVA.COM
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by Sana Rahman
Ghostly Creation
Ingredients:
•1 package (16 oz) package Vanilla CANDIQUIK 
Coating
•24 Fresh strawberries
•Mini chocolate chips

Step 1: Melt CANDIQUICK coating, according 
to package directions and place wax paper on a flat 
surface.

Step 2: Dip strawberries in vanilla coating and 
display on wax paper.

Step 3: Before the coating sets, place two mini 
chocolate chips on for the eyes and cut half a choc-
olate chip for the mouth.

Step 4: Place strawberries bottom side up and 
you have a spooky sweet treat!

Twisted Treat
Ingredients:
•1 package of vanilla or chocolate almond bark 
•1 cup orange candy melts
•Optional toppings: Candy corn, crushed 
OREO’s, Candy eyeballs, M&M’s, nuts and any 
leftover Halloween candy

Step 1: Layout toppings of choice on a sheet 
of wax paper while melting the chocolate and or-
ange melts, according to their directions.

Step 2: Pour the chocolate over another 
sheet of wax paper and smooth with spatula.

Step 3: Place large amounts of orange melts 
on top of chocolate and swirl with a toothpick

Step 4: Display toppings on top before choc-
olate hardens and you have a terrifying treat this 
Halloween!

Homemade Haunting 101
by Suzanne Brown

With Halloween right around the corner, it’s not unusual to overhear chatter regarding the latest cos-
tumes and fall excitement. Though, if you have yet to find a costume, there’s no need to fret. These three 
simple do-it-yourself costumes are creative and just as fun to wear as they are to make.

Photo-booth Strip
To recreate the ultimate real-life photo-booth, gather two large foam boards and two silly selfies you’ve 

taken in the same outfit. Use packaging tape to attach the two boards together to create one long piece. Cut a 
rectangle out with scissors (large enough to peek your face through) from the middle of the board. Then, glue 
your photos to the top and bottom of the board. On Halloween day, wear the same outfit as in the photos and 
pose through the photo cut out for fun selfie surprises.

Smarty Pants
For an even easier costume, take advantage of the fun of puns. In true Pine View spirit, dress as a “smarty 

pants” this Halloween by simply attaching Smarties candies to the pants of any outfit. Hot glue or tape works 

best.

Sims Character
Dress as an easy-to-recognize “Sim” by creating a floating green diamond or “plumbob” to put above your 

head. Search for “Sims plumbob cut out” on the internet and you can quickly find a green diamond template 
that you can print out and fold. Once assembled, attach the diamond either to a headband or baseball cap. No 
matter how you dress or act with this costume, you’ll truly be following Sims fashion.

by Haleigh Brown 
This Halloween season, terrify your friends with a spook-

tastic haunted house! With the help of The Match, you can 
have all the party essentials for an amazing night. Travel to 
the Creepy Kitchen for some delectable deserts, down stairs 
to the Witchy Wardrobe for costumes, around the corridor 
for Devilish Decor and in the basement for the Ghoulish 

Game room. 

Creepy Kitchen

by Elizabeth Hopkins
This fall, whip up some of your own creepy 

creations. From pumpkins to ghosts to bats, 
we’ve got you covered when you make your own 
house a little more haunted. After all, what is a 
halloween party without decorations?

It’s easy to light up the neighborhood with 
some DIY ghostly lanterns. First, thoroughly 
clean gallon milk jugs; leave to dry. Place battery 
operated lights inside of the jugs, along with some 
pebbles or weights of your choice—you wouldn’t 
want the jugs to blow away! Afterwards, draw 
some spooky faces on the plastic sides, and oth-
er halloween silhouettes such as a cat or haunt-
ed house. Lastly, place your lanterns around the 

Devilish Decor

house or outside to greet trick-or-treaters.
In just a few simple steps, you can adorn your 

walls with spooky bats, but don’t worry, these 
ones won’t fly away. In order to prepare, find a 
bat template online or go to www.madeeveryday.
com. After printing, just cut out the template. 
Then, fold the construction paper in half and 
lay the bat template “on the fold” as indicated 
by your template. Then, cut out your bat, repeat-
ing the process for as many as you’d like flying 
around your house. For extra embellishment, 
outline bats with marker, or leave blank. Now, 
you just have to roll up a piece of tape, sticking 
it on. Hang up inside, or anywhere away from di-
rect sunlight.

by Josh Gulyansky
As Halloween nears, there are a variety of traditions that are connected with this festive holiday. These traditions can en-

tail petrifying party games and scary fun times with the help of The Match.
One of these exciting games is the ‘Feel What’s in the Box’ game. The objective of the game is for one player to guess the 

mysterious object other players placed in the box. The more guesses you get correct, the more points you get. To incorporate 
this game into Halloween, peeled grapes can be mistaken for eyeballs, and a sponge could be thought of as a brain. It is a fun 
game that really brings out the spirit of Halloween, but try not to get scared from the slimy and gooey objects you touch.

Another simple but enjoyable game to take part in on Halloween is the ‘What Am I’ game. All it takes to play this game 
is a group of friends and pictures of different Halloween-themed creatures, such as ghosts and vampires. One person tapes a 
picture on their back, and tries to guess the monster by asking only yes or no questions to the players. The goal is to guess the 
themed item with the fewest questions, and to have fun in the process!

These games are sure to entertain your friends and family for this festive holiday. Halloween is a time to have fun, get clos-
er with people you love and eat as much candy as possible. No matter what you do, your Halloween will be a blast with these 
interactive games.

Ghoulish Game Room

Witchy Wardrobe

GRAPHIC BY SUZANNE BROWN
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Student is on ‘pointe’
by Anna Labiner

Whirling and twirling 
through the air, fourth-grad-
er Anna Jin can often be seen 
expressing herself through an 
activity where she can commu-
nicate without saying a word—
dance. 

Starting her dancing ca-
reer seven years ago with the 
intention of finding an activity 
in which she could convey her 
feelings, Jin found what she was 
looking for at Dance Artistry, 
a dance company located in 
Sarasota. Jin can be seen doing 
a range of styles of dance, in-
cluding lyrical, ballet, jazz, and 
hip-hop. 

Jin has grown as a danc-
er, and can attribute much of 
her success to her fellow danc-

ers at the studio, specifically 
twelfth-graders Kat Gaukhman 
and Alexa Mollod. “She really 
opened up and I started to see 
her personality come out more 
in her dancing,” Mollod said.

Dance plays a large role 
in Jin’s life, but the part that 
means the most to her is the 
way that it makes her feel. “My 
favorite part about dance is 
the part where you get to show 
your own story without even 
talking,” Jin said. 

Of course, having this 
much fun also requires hard 
work and dedication. Jin does 
a great deal of physical con-
ditioning, including leg lifts 
and stretching. Clearly, dance 
takes time to master, but as far 
as she’s concerned, it is time 

well spent. She attends dance 
class 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Satur-
days and 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. on 
Wednesdays.

However, Jin says all of 
the hard work pays off. She of-
ten takes part in performanc-
es such as the annual recitals 
for her company, Dance Art-
istry. Jin has also danced in 
both “Cinderella” and “Beauty 
and the Beast” themed recit-
als. Jin was supposed to take 
part in her first competition 
this May, but had an unfor-
tunate accident, hurting her 
arm, which caused her to be 
unable to attend. Despite this, 
she is looking forward to a 
chance to compete soon.

Jin has hopes for a dance 
career, planning to be a profes-

Fifth-grader Ava Nebel practices the violin every day, ei-
ther at home or at a music center. She has been playing 
violin for four years, working with instructor Amy Marbut 
at Elizabeth Farrell Music.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY KELLY NEBEL

sional ballet dancer. Her goal is 
to earn a scholarship for dance 
and attend either Harvard or 
Yale. Jin has a bright future in 

dance, continuing to amaze 
her friends and family with her 
enthusiasm and dedication for 
the sport. 

Fourth-grader Anna Jin (bottom center) is with fellow 
performers. Jin has been dancing for seven years.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY CHAO JIN

Fifth-grader has ‘natural’ talent 
by Kasumi Wade

For four long years, prac-
ticing violin has fulfilled 
fifth-grader Ava Nebel’s life. 
After being inspired by her 
neighbor in Indiana, who 
played the viola, she instantly 
fell in love with music. “I im-
mediately liked it. The sound 
was so beautiful and calming,” 
Nebel said. 

She discussed with her 
mom, Kelly Nebel, and decid-
ed the violin was right for her. 
“I suggested the violin because 
it’s a beautiful, challenging in-
strument,” Kelly Nebel said. 
After just a few weeks, Nebel 
began taking lessons with a vi-
olin instructor.

Currently, Nebel practic-
es with Amy Marbut at Eliz-
abeth Farrell Music, who she 
has been working with her for 
three years. “I have tried work-

ing with other people, but I al-
ways go back to working with 
Amy. She makes playing super 
fun, and I really enjoy working 
with her,” Nebel said. Neb-
el takes lessons at Elizabeth 
Farrell Music once a week for 
one hour, but practices at least 
fifteen minutes every day at 
home.

When it comes to present-
ing her skills to an audience, 
she plays at a recital twice a 
year, having performed at eight 
recitals in total. Nebel prepares 
by going through songs with 
Marbut, and also by herself to 
make sure she has the notes 
just right. “My favorite part is 
always when I finish playing 
and the audience applauds. It 
feels like I have accomplished 
something amazing,” Nebel 
said.

Fortunately, she remem-

bers things easily. After prac-
ticing a song just once or twice, 
Nebel has the notes down. 
“Especially when it is a song I 
really like, I can listen to the 
song a few times and practice 
the rhythm of the notes, then 
I basically know the song,” she 
said.

Nebel is currently working 
toward her Christmas recital 
where she will be playing “Jin-
gle Bell Rock.”

This young performer’s 
love of the violin is clearly evi-
dent and sure to lead to a bright 
future in music or otherwise. “I 
believe the violin gives Ava the 
opportunity to learn some of 
life’s toughest lessons. For ex-
ample, hard work trumps tal-
ent, perseverance brings suc-
cess, and teaches that it is okay 
to fail because it will make you 
stronger,” Kelly Nebel said.
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Student gets her ‘kicks’
by Riley Board

She may be small, but 
fifth-grader Nandani Patel is 
a powerful martial artist. Pa-
tel has been participating in 
Taekwondo for seven years.

Patel began Taekwondo 
at just three years old after 
observing her five-year-old 
cousin practicing. “I would 
always go and see how he was 
doing,” Patel said.

Patel practices Taekwon-
do at Total Martial Arts and 
Fitness in North Port, under 
the guidance of instructor 
Tim Stiger. She is currently 
a Second Degree Black Belt 
which she was awarded after 
promotion tests. 

She has had the opportu-
nity to participate in several 
competitions at her martial 

arts facility, including break-
ing boards and poomsae, an 
arranged sequence of martial 
arts, in which she has won 
multiple first and second 
place awards.

Patel has been inspired 
by her own challenges to im-
prove in Taekwondo. “I like 
kicking really high and break-
ing boards, but the thing is 
that I’m very tiny so it’s hard 
for me to kick really high,” Pa-
tel said. “But I would always 
see all of the other people 
kick really high, and it has al-
ways pushed me to try to be 
better.”

One of the highlights 
from her time in Taekwondo 
is also related to this skill. 
“My favorite moment was 
when I kicked a board and it 

flew all the way up and hit the 
ceiling,” Patel said.

For Patel, Taekwondo is 
about family and friends. Pa-
tel’s mother, Dharmi Patel, 
has been a supporter of her in-
volvement. “When I first put 
her in Taekwondo it wasn’t so 
she had something to do.  It 
was to help her be more disci-
plined because that’s what it’s 
all about,” she said. “People’s 
first impression of Taekwon-
do is fighting and martial 
arts, but it encompasses more 
than that. It teaches courtesy, 
respect, integrity, persever-
ance and self control.”

As for the future, Patel 
wants to continue doing Tae-
kwondo, although she also 
wants to allow herself to ex-
plore other interests. “I really 

want to keep doing Taekwon-
do, become a Fourth Degree 
[black belt], but I also want to 
do other activities,” Patel said.

Nandani’s mother said,  
“This is her passion and I can 
see her progressing in martial 
arts as she gets older.”

Fifth-grader Nandani Patel (right) is pictured with her fellow 
competitors. She has participated in Taekwondo for seven 
years.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY DHARMI PATEL



Rolling into bowling
Whether you’re going out with friends or planning a 

birthday party, bowling is always a hit. A delight for both 
advanced players and beginners, this classic game re-
quires accuracy and coordination, as well as a competi-
tive spirit. After the initial fun, you can always relax at the 
arcade or sip drinks at the soda fountain. The Match has 
reviewed a selection of venues, each promising the high-
est-quality experience, sure to be right up your alley. 

[a review]

by Ella Hechlik
Fun awaits around every 

corner at the Sarasota Lanes 
bowling alley with classic 
foods, comfortable lounge ar-
eas and arcade games. Offer-
ing features like black lights 
to create a unique atmo-
sphere, Sarasota Lanes pro-
vides a great experience with 
amazing deals.

Located on Fruitville 
Road, this bowling alley has 
loads to offer. Running since 
the 1950s, it’s a family operat-
ed and owned business. Open 
seven days a week, Sarasota 
Lanes offers different prices 
and times for the various ser-
vices they provide, so it’s im-
portant to check the website 
before planning the trip.

As for the interior, flash-
ing 80s video games adorn 
the left wall, while state of 
the art lanes and machinery 
stretch across the back. Tech-

Sarasota Lanes

Rating: 5/5 Torches

Sarasota Lanes offers several lanes available for bowlers. 
Open for over 60 years, this family-owned business is per-
fect for a family outing. PHOTO BY ELLA HECHLIK

ART PROVIDED BY KALEI CLOZAT, GRADE 5
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no music blares through the 
speakers and the sound of 
bowling balls hitting the pins 
echoes throughout the room. 
The staff is always there to 
help with any questions or 
concerns, and bowling is al-
ways a blast. Sarasota Lanes 
is perfect for a fun family out-
ing, or hanging with friends.

On Mondays, public 
bowling is from 1 p.m. to 10 
p.m, while Tuesdays offer 
public bowling from 10 a.m. 
to midnight. They also offer 
“Two dollar Tuesdays” where 
bowling games are only $2. 
Wednesday and Thursday 
both have public bowling 
from 5 p.m. to 10 p.m, but 
only Very Important Bowler 
(VIB) lanes, the first 12 out 
of 36 lanes offered, are avail-
able on Thursday. These lanes 
are lit up and offer seating as 
well as food and drink deliv-
ery. On Fridays, both public 

bowling and “Cosmic Bowl-
ing,” where bowlers can play 
unlimited games, are offered 
from 10 a.m. to 12:30 a.m.

Come the weekend, 
“Family Fun Night” is Satur-
day from 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 
p.m., which includes two 
games of Cosmic Bowling and 
shoe rentals. Regular public 
bowling is also available on 
Saturdays from 10 a.m to 12:30 
a.m. While on Sunday, public 
bowling is open to all from 
9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

There are various food 
options offered and bowl-
ing equipment is available to 
rent. The snack bar, which 
has been a hit for over 50 
years, serves classic foods 
such as hot dogs, turkey 
paninis, club sandwiches and 
BLTs all for under $10. Anoth-
er great feature is McCorvey’s 
Bowling Shop, or “The Com-
plete Bowlers Pro Shop.” Lo-

cated inside Sarasota Lanes,  
this shop sells bowling equip-
ment, and employees are 
willing to answer all bowling 
questions.

The atmosphere of Sara-
sota Lanes is much like an ar-
cade, with lots to do and great 
music. With black-lights and 
big leather couches, Sarasota 
Lanes is a great place to have 

fun and enjoy a relaxing day 
with your friends.

Sarasota Lanes is located 
at 2250 Fruitville Rd, Saraso-
ta, FL 34237.



by Brianna Nelson
Upon entering Evie’s Tav-

ern and Grill, you are wel-
comed with the lingering aro-
ma of pizza and hamburgers, 
gentle chatter filling your ears, 
and neon-lit TV screens light-
ing up your face. Other than 
the classic food options and 
the lounge area, Evie’s offers 
bowling for all of its customers.

With its home on Main St. 
in Sarasota, this Evie’s location 
offers two lanes of bowling, 
unlike its sister location on 
Bee Ridge that boasts a mini-
golf course. The atmosphere of 
Evie’s is light and sporty with a 
clean, well-lit interior and an 
almost rustic feel with its brick 
walls and wooden furniture. In 
addition to the usual indoor 
seating, outdoor seating is of-
fered, featuring comfortable 

Evie’s Bowling

Located in an upbeat tavern and grill, Evie’s offers bowl-
ing in an intimate setting. Due to the size of the venue, 
lanes must be reserved in advance.
PHOTO BY BRIANNA NELSON

by Gwyn Petersen
Upon entering the Amer-

ican Machine and Foundry 
(AMF) bowling alley, one can 
expect to feel like they have 
been transported back to 
the prime years in the 1980s. 
From the colorful carpet to the 
flashing arcade games, AMF 
bowling alley always offers a 
friendly face behind the count-
er waiting to grab a bowler’s 
shoes and set them up with a 
lane.

If visitors are concerned 
about pricing, there is no need 
to worry. AMF is constantly 
having specials; they have a 
different one almost every day 
of the week with varying pric-

AMF Lanes
es, dates and times. Monday 
Mayhem has a deal of $12.09 for 
unlimited bowling after 8 p.m., 
while on Tuesdays everything 
including games, shoes and piz-
za is just $2.22.

However, the 30 bowling 
lanes are not the only features 
of the alley. It also includes an 
arcade and snack bar, with op-
tions like pizza, burgers, and 
salads. There’s also an adult 
lounge for parents to enjoy and 
a locker room with lockers avail-
able to rent.

Open since the 1940s and 
the largest owner and operator 
of bowling alleys in the world, 
AMF has a lot of experience 
satisfying its customers. After 
merging with Bowlmor, another 

bowling company established 
in 1938, to become Bowlmor 
AMF in 2013, the company’s 
influence spread even further. 
They now have well over 300 
locations. This particular loca-
tion has been open for approx-
imately 35 years. “I think this 
house in particular is unique 
because of its location. We get 
a large volume of tourists and 
students here at our lanes,” 
Manager Gary Gooch said. 

AMF Gulf Gate Lanes is lo-
cated at 7221 S Tamiami Trail, 
Sarasota, FL 34231.

Rating: 4/5 Torches

seating for those who prefer 
the fresh air.

Once ready to order, a va-
riety of classic American foods 
are offered from pizza to salad 
to burgers. Contrasting fla-
vors from the sweets of the ice 
cream parlor to the spice of the 
chicken wings really exemplify 
the variety this location offers.

As for the bowling, Evie’s 
sports two lanes that must be 
reserved prior to your visit. The 
two main options are catego-
rized for those who just want to 
bowl and those who want the 
full experience. The first op-
tion is simply renting a lane for 
a mere $10 an hour per person. 
The second option is for those 
who would like to experience 
everything, which is renting 
a lane as well as buying food, 
drinks, and pizza to enjoy by 

the lane. 
Evie’s can also support 

larger parties in situations 
such as birthday events. How-
ever, with so few lanes, make 
sure to book ahead. If you are 
interested in bowling, Evie’s is 
a nice place for beginners due 
to its less competitive feel and 
a helpful staff who are always 
available to help and give ad-
vice.

Overall, Evie’s offers a 
nice sports-bar-like experi-
ence with a variety of activities 
and experiences for everyone.

Evie’s Tavern and Grill is 
located at 1560 Main St, Sara-
sota, FL 34236.

Rating: 4.5/5 Torches

AMF bowling not only offers dozens of bowling lanes, but 
also a casual cafe offering pizza and drinks. This bowling 
alley constantly has specials on both food and bowling.
PHOTO BY GWYN PETERSEN
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Sixth-grader hits it out of the park
by Leo Gordon

Running from base to base 
as the crowd cheers him on, 
sixth-grader Sawyer Grantham 
is reaching home plate in his 
second year of baseball. After 
hearing about the program 
from a friend, Grantham de-
cided to start playing baseball 
at Twin Lakes Park.

Grantham was introduced 
to baseball by his friend, 
sixth-grader Brodie Whitlock, 
when they started throwing the 
baseball back and forth during 
their free time. Grantham re-
alized he really enjoyed it and 
signed up for little league. He 
currently plays with the Sara-
sota Majors team associated 
with the Sarasota Little League 
Program. “Sawyer and I have 
been friends for eleven years 
and it’s fun to both play at 
Sarasota Little League,” Whit-

lock, who had already been 
involved in the Sarasota Little 
League program, said.

The Sarasota Little 
League, based at Twin Lakes 
Park, is a non-profit organi-
zation in the area. The league 
is affiliated with the nation-
al Little League Association, 
which has been organizing 
little leagues internationally 
since 1939. The league is ded-
icated to instilling leadership, 
character, courage and loyalty 
to as many children as possible 
through baseball.

Grantham practices for 
two hours twice a week on 
Mondays and Tuesdays. An av-
erage practice consists of prac-
ticing technique and working 
to improve. Grantham’s team 
currently plays games on Tues-
days, Wednesdays, and Satur-
days, with his favorite position 

being center field, an outfield-
er who plays defense in the 
center field.

Grantham’s love of the 
sport is shared with others too. 
“I have always enjoyed watch-
ing Sawyer play sports. He is 
very athletic and loves to com-
pete, and I hope he continues 
to enjoy baseball,” Summer 
Grantham, his mother, said. 

Last year, Grantham and 
the Sarasota Majors won the 
Sarasota Little League champi-
onship for the AAA division at 
Twin Lakes Park. “My favorite 
memory from baseball is when 
I hit a homerun. It was inside 
the park. The other team made 
errors and we ran the bases. 
It felt pretty good,” Grantham 
said.

Like many players do, 
Grantham enjoys following lo-
cal sports teams and athletes. 

His favorite baseball player is 
pitcher Chris Archer, who plays 
for the Tampa Bay Rays, his fa-
vorite team. “I plan to contin-

ue playing baseball through 
middle and high school and 
maybe even professionally,” 
Grantham said.

Student shoots for his ‘goal’-ie
by Ryan Wasserman

Fifth-grader Yeonwoo 
Kang kicks his way into an-
other year on the soccer field. 
Kang has been playing soccer 
for seven years, as a forward 
for four years and, more re-
cently, a goal keeper for three.

He started playing soccer 
as a 3-year-old and quickly 
took a liking to the forward 
position, the offensive player 
who aims to score the most 
goals. Kang mostly plays goal-
keeper now, enjoying the vari-
ety included in the position. “I 
like that I can actually use my 
hands and punt,” Kang said.

Competively or for fun, 
Kang has proven his soccer 
skills, as many of his friends 
have complimented his abili-
ties. “He’s a pretty good player, 

a great goalie, and just a real-
ly nice guy,” fifth-grader Jack 
Damico, a fellow soccer player, 
said.  Kang and Damico play 
soccer with a group of fellow 
students during fields regu-
larly throughout the school 
week.

Kang has also tried other 
sports like football, but found 
he didn’t enjoy it as much as 
soccer. “I’m better with my 
feet,” Kang said. He has been 
playing at Fusion Soccer in 
Northport for the previous 
three years, as well as at oth-
er locations such as i9 or the 
YMCA programs before this.

Kang practices from 6:30 
p.m. to 7:30 p.m. on Wednes-
days and plays hour-long 
games on Saturdays. During a 
normal practice, the team first 

warms up with exercises like 
jumping jacks. The team pro-
ceeds to work on activities that 
sharpen their reaction time 
and improve general skills. He 
plays many positions during 
team practice, but Kang also 
hones his goalkeeping skills at 
home.

When Kang was seven- 
and eight-years-old, his team 
won second place in the tour-
nament at the end of the sea-
son for two consecutive years. 
Their team placed third a year 
later.

Kang says he will continue 
to play soccer moving forward, 
because of his love for the 
sport. “My favorite part is just 
having a good time—pass-
ing, good assists, and scoring 
goals,”  Kang said.

Sawyer Grantham, sixth-grade, winds up to hit the incoming 
ball at home plate. He currently plays for Sarasota Majors.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY SUMMER GRANTHAM

Yeonwoo Kang, fifth-grade, (left) poses with his trophy by 
a teammate. Kang has been playing since he was a young 
child, and as a goal keeper for three years.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY SUNBOK KANG
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Student goes hardcore with parkour

Fourth-grader Maverick Interaino swings in the air as he prac-
tices some parkour moves with his coach, Josh Hill. Interaino’s 
favorite parkour flips are the Russian front flip, Arabian flip and 
a dash.
 PHOTO PROVIDED BY MAVERICK INTERAINO 

Sixth-grader Maya Velazquez (center) performs a synchro-
nized swimming routine with her fellow teammates. Velazquez 
has been synchronized swimming for the past three years. 
PHOTO PROVIDED BY KAREN KRIEGER

Sixth-grader swims in ‘synch’

by Naina Chauhan
Fourth-grader Maverick 

Interaino is a modern day nin-
ja. Interaino devotes hours 
each week to practicing park-
our, a disciplined sport origi-
nating from military level ob-
stacle courses. Interaino has 
been involved in parkour for 
four years at Rad Parkour.

Interaino was introduced 
to the sport by his brothers  
sixth-grader Max Interaino 
and eighth-grader Mel Inter-
aino. The three brothers all 
work with private coach Josh 
Hill at the gym. "Parkour is 
really fun on its own, but it's 
even better since I get to do it 
with my brothers," Max said. 

Interestingly, prior to 
starting parkour, Interaino 
did gymnastics for three years, 

which helped him learn tech-
niques used in both sports.

Every Saturday, Coach 
Hill works with Interaino and 
his brothers for two hours. 
Their practices start with 
warm-ups such as stretches 
and rolls before moving on 
to complex flips. At the gym 
they use many different types 
of equipment like cushions, 
platforms, walls, and mats 
when practicing.

Interaino's favorite part 
of parkour is doing flips. He 
has learned countless types 
of flips which he can do off of 
walls, while jumping and roll-
ing. Some flips that Interaino 
practices include the Russian 
front flip, Arabian flip and a 
dash. 

Interaino's skills have 

been so impressive that he has 
convinced some of his friends 
to join the sport. Fourth-grad-
ers Marcus Calderon and Pe-
ter Daoud are close friends of 
Interaino and have joined him 
in his parkour endeavors. "[In-
teraino] works really hard and 
has always been a great friend. 
He is also determined and fo-
cused, but he still likes to joke 
around," Calderon said.

In the future, Interaino 
plans on continuing parkour 
through high school. His goal 
is to be as skilled as his older 
brothers and eventually be-
come even better. He has also 
found that it is a very useful 
sport. "Parkour can help you 
get around. It is also a great 
form of defense," Interaino 
said.

by Noelle Bencie
Dedication and per-

sistence are just a few of the 
qualities sixth-grader Maya 
Velazquez shows through the 
legacy she carries in synchro-
nized swimming. Velazquez 
has been in synchronized 
swimming for the past three 
years with the Sharks Synchro 
Swim Team at the YMCA and 
has won multiple competi-
tions with her team all over 
Florida.

It comes as no surprise 
that Velazquez succeeds in 
synchronized swimming. Her 
mother was a synchronized 
swimmer herself for the Brazil-
ian National Team and swam 
for over 15 years, winning na-
tional titles in Brazil.

Inspired by her mother, 

Maya Velazquez began swim-
ming on the YMCA Sharks 
team at age 5. However, she 
eventually wanted to expand 
her swimming skills and 
learned to dive.  Wanting to 
follow in her mother's foot-
steps, she switched to synchro-
nized swimming four years 
later. "It is a very creative sport 
and it helps you with your ath-
letic abilities," Velazquez said.

Velazquez soon became 
dedicated to the sport. She 
practices three to four times 
a week from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
During their practices, the 
Shark Synchro team performs 
a series of in and out of water 
stretches to start the practices. 
They usually practice a variety 
of skills needed for competi-
tions or shows.

The Sharks Synchro Swim 
Team, consisting of 20 to 25 
swimmers, competes in vari-
ous competitions around Flor-
ida, and has qualified for Na-
tionals every year since 2008. 
Competing in Miami, Orlando, 
Largo, and Ft. Lauderdale, the 
team has taken multiple first 
place medals and several high 
ranking positions. Velazquez 
and her team compete in the 
11 to 15 year old age group, and 
perform various routines to 
try to ensure the gold. These 
consist of solo, duet, trio, and 
team routines.

Velazquez has the dream 
of earning a scholarship to 
Stanford University for syn-
chronized swimming, and, 
eventually, of joining the Unit-
ed States National Team to 

compete in the Olympics. "Her 
dedication and determina-
tion to the sport is very high. 
She is always dedicated to the 
moment and that is very hard 
to find in any young athlete," 
Erin Bacon, the Synchro swim 

team head coach, said. 
Velazquez has big dreams 

ahead of her, and with a lot of 
hard work and persistence, she 
believes she has the potential 
to live out her dreams to the 
fullest.
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by Kaison Veltri, grade 5 
Dear Dominic,
Hi, I am Kaison I will be your Book Buddy. You are one of the few kids to 

have two book buddies. Do you like reading? Because I do, and my favorite book 
is “Blood on the River.” You know when you read, you can learn a lot. Also, you can 
feel like you are going on an adventure with the people in the book. I really like 
playing sports. For example, I like basketball, football and Jiu Jitsu. I have some 
questions for you: What is your favorite color, sport and book? Guess what? You 
are going to get your favorite book, but first your teacher has to approve it. You 
will also get a letter from Jack, your other book buddy. I am very excited to be 
your pen pal this year. Write back soon.

Your pen pal,
Kaison

by Katherine Triola, grade 5
Dear Karinah,
My name is Katherine I will be your pen pal this year. I love to read, and 

I hope I can inspire you to love to read, too. I love to read because reading is 
an exciting learning experience. I also know that books are a valuable impor-
tance in your life, and to be able to read is important especially when you 
grow older. My favorite book is “The World According to Humphrey.” What 
is your favorite book? Choose a book you really want to read, and approve the 
book with your teacher then tell her the book title. We will send the book you 
want, and you can read and keep it. Something I love to do in my free time is 
going outside and playing soccer. What do you like to do in your free time? I 
am very excited to write letters to you. Write back soon!

Your friend,
Katherine

You’ve got Mail!

ART BY LIZZY KORSYKOVA, GRADE 4

Pine View’s literacy program, Up with Books, hopes to help low-income families suc-
ceed academically.  Fifteen Pine View classrooms were matched with an Alta Vista Ele-
mentary counterpart to send book donations to. Students involved in the initiative have 
been assigned a pen pal at Alta Vista, becoming close to their partners, knowing that their 
donations are making a real impact on the community.

ART BY ALLISON KIM, GRADE 3
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Who invented the rocket?
Question submitted by fourth-grader Niranjana Jayendran

PHOTO BY ELIZABETH 
HOPKINS

By Elizabeth Hopkins
For millennia, humans 

have had an instinctual drive 
to build, to engineer. Our de-
sire to see beyond ourselves 
and uncover the mysteries of 
the universe is undeniable. 
Rockets, defined as flying de-
vices propelled by hot gases 
released from their rear en-
gines, are a testament to these 
distinct ambitions.

When examining the his-
tory of rockets, one must first 
look back to Imperial China. 
According to the University of 
Washington, gunpowder-pow-
ered rockets were developed 
in the Song Dynasty, a specific 
series of rulers from the same 
family, during the 13th Centu-
ry. These primitive projectiles 
led to colorful firecrackers, 
and eventually incendiary 
weapons such as cannonballs. 
Spurred by military conquests, 
the technology spread across 

Asia and Europe.
By the 16th Century, how-

ever, rockets became obsolete 
as weapons of war, though 
fireworks, essentially a type of 
rocket, grew steadily in popu-
larity. According to the Ency-
clopedia of Alternative Ener-
gy, German scientist Johann 
Schmidlap, invented the “step 
rocket,” a multi-staged mech-
anism for lifting fireworks to 
even greater heights. Basically, 
the first stage requires a larger 
rocket to burn out before the 
second stage, when a smaller 
rocket continues to advance 
in altitude. Today, Schmidlap’s 
process is elemental to space 
rocket function, in which a 
smaller rocket is always lifted 
by a larger rocket.

In more recent times, 
American engineer and phys-
icist Robert Goddard made 
critical advances. After signif-
icant trial and error, Goddard 
built and successfully tested 
the first liquid-fueled rocket 
in 1926. When he was a boy, 
science fiction was all the rage. 
Driven by writers such as H.G. 
Wells and Jules Verne, God-
dard became fascinated with 
space travel.

Goddard’s career is marked 
with scientific achievement, 
exploring both the exciting 
potentials and practicalities of 
rocket construction. Now con-
sidered the father of modern 
rocket propulsion, Goddard 
inspired the design as we know 
it today.

Regarding space explora-

tion, most progress has been 
quite recent. In the 1960s, a 
competition, the Space Race, 
ensued between the Soviet 
Union and the United States 
based on aerospace capabili-
ty, the effort which is applied 
to engineering space flight. In 
terms of technology, the Space 
Race was responsible for pav-
ing the way for many of these 
breakthroughs.

According to NASA His-
tory Office, the launch of So-
viet satellite Sputnik 1 Oct. 4, 
1957, was a crowning achieve-
ment, initiating the rivalry 
between the two countries. 
According to NASA, the sat-
ellite weighed only 83.6 kilo-
grams, 183.9 pounds, and was 
only about the size of a beach 
ball, taking just 98 minutes to 
orbit the Earth on its elliptical 
path. Mobilizing this project 
among others, Sergei Korolev 
was the lead Soviet rocket en-
gineer during the Space Race 
and an influential pioneer in 
astronautics, the practice of 
navigation beyond Earth’s at-
mosphere. This time in world 
history allowed rocketry and 
space exploration to be legiti-
mized in the public eye, spur-
ring great development in the 
years to come. 

Because of the rocket’s 
surprisingly early roots, it is 
impossible to pin the achieve-
ment to a single person. The 
now vital technology was slow-
ly developed over time, relying 
on the unique and brilliant in-
sights of countless scientists.

GRAPHIC PROVIDED BY DIGITALBEARBOX
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Student doesn’t ‘show up’ 
by Ben Nicholson 

Nothing was notewor-
thy about fourth-grader Cam 
O’Falaj, but that was only be-
cause of his military-grade, 
camo-pattern cargo shorts. 
With these shorts, O’Falaj 
came to realize the true pow-
er behind them, and how he 
could navigate the depths of 
Pine View completely unde-
tected.

Every morning, O’Falaj 
strapped on his shorts, com-
prised with greens as deep 
and mysterious as Pine View’s 
own forest, allowing him to 
blend into everyday campus 
life. He walked through his 
day just like every other Pine 
View student, but not a single 
soul knew where he was. “Ev-
ery time I talk to my friends, 
they jolt at first,” the disem-
bodied voice of O’Falaj said. 

“They have no clue I’m there.”
O’Falaj first discovered 

this incredible power just 
a couple of weeks into the 
school year. Tired of his usu-
al blue and gold, he decided 
to switch it up a little bit. To 
his surprise, he arrived on 
campus more covert than Pine 
View’s principal. “I went from 
class to class just like normal,” 
O’Falaj said. “Then, I realized 
no one could see me!”

Unfortunately, soon af-
ter, O’Falaj began to abuse 
his power. Although harmless 
pranks—jokingly interrupt-
ing his teacher, Ms. Bird, and 
laughing as she struggled to 
find the culprit—he soon re-
alized the repercussions of 
his actions.  “There was one 
fateful day when everything 
changed,” O’Falaj said.

O’Falaj’s class was taking 

a vocabulary test; horrified, he 
realized that he had neglected 
to study. “That’s when I saw 
that the answers for the test 
were on the teacher’s desk!” 
O’Falaj said, “I thought—’if I 
could just get there, then may-
be…’”

Wearing his cargo pants, 
O’Falaj dashed to the front. 
He waited patiently until his 
teacher got up from her chair. 
Slowly, he approached. Right 
when he was about to sit, he 
stopped, feeling completely 
ashamed.

“I’ve gone too far,” O’Falaj 
murmured. “This is wrong.”

To O’Falaj’s surprise, his 
teacher looked up immedi-
ately, as she continued to pace 
around the room. “O’Falaj, get 
back in your seat,” Ms. Bird 
said calmly.

“Wait, you can see me?” 

Fourth-grader Cam O’Falaj leaves his house disguised for 
the school day. O’Falaj hasn’t been spotted at school since 
his purchase of his camo-pattern cargo shorts.
GRAPHIC BY BRIANNA NELSON

O’Falaj gasped.
“Of course, I always could. 

Teachers see everything,” Ms. 
Bird said with a grin. “I’ve let 
it slide in the past—your little 
antics, but it seems that now 
I’ve caught you red-hand-
ed. Cam, it’s time to hang up 

those shorts for good.”
So, that night, O’Falaj did 

just that. “Even though I’ll 
never forgive myself for what I 
was about to do, I now know 
that shorts like those are far 
too powerful for any man to 
control,” O’Falaj said.

 

 

Where do baby ghosts go during the day?
Dayscare centers!

What does Tweety say on Halloween?
Trick or tweet!

Where do phantoms go swimming?
The Dead Sea!

What’s a ghost’s favorite fruit?
Boo-berries!

Who won the skeleton beauty pageant?
No Body!

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
Which monster loves to dance?
The Boogieman!

GRAPHIC BY CLIPARTIX

Halloween Joke Box
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It’s Oompa-Loompa approved!
by Madison Holmes

Completing school work 
can be stressful, but for some 
students, this just got easier. 
Last month, Sarasota County 
teamed up with various local 
stores to create the “Golden 
Homework Pass Hunt.” This 
was established to raise funds 
for upcoming school events, 
allowing a few lucky students 
to lighten their work load. 
Three golden homework pass-
es were hidden inside varieties 
of smooth chocolate bars from 
all across the county. Luckily, 
The Match was able to inter-
view each winner and learn 
about their journey to success.

Fifth-grader Ree C. Cup 
was the first student who had 
encountered one of the myste-
rious golden homework pass-
es. “I had no idea what it was. 

The flimsy foil paper was at 
the bottom of my backpack for 
about a week until I finally re-
alized its value,” Cup said. He 
later went on to use his home-
work pass to alleviate himself 
of one week’s vocabulary ex-
ercises. “I performed poorly 
on that week’s vocab quiz, but 
it was totally worth the extra 
hour of Mario Kart,” Cup said.

As time passed, more and 
more people joined in on the 
hunt.   Third-grader Tootsy 
Role, however, did not even 
mean to discover her home-
work pass. “I found the choc-
olate bar melting out of its 
wrapper in a grocery store 
parking lot. I was about to walk 
by when I noticed a golden 
glimmer coming from it,” Role 
said. She had recently heard 
of the hunt on the announce-

ments the previous morning, 
so seeing the pass the next day 
brought her excitement.

After only two short 
weeks, all of the passes had 
been found and chocolate bar 
sales in Sarasota County had 
increased by 200 percent. “I 
think I bought a total of 11 cas-
es of King-Size Hershey Bars 
over four days!” fourth-grader 
Laff E. Taff said.

Unfortunately, the last 
winner of one of the golden 
homework passes did not feel 
comfortable sharing her jour-
ney with The Match. This is 
due to stress-related issues 
caused by rigorous attempts 
to find the pass. Although 
not much is known, it is un-
derstood that she has put her 
homework pass to good use, 
as have all the other winners, 

Students Ree C. Cup, Tootsy Role, and an anonymous 
student receive golden homework passes through a coun-
ty-wide fundraiser.  The award was less homework.
GRAPHIC BY LEO GORDON 

Dogs prepare for ‘furricane’
by Annie Hassan 

As I opened my eyes and 
trotted downstairs, I knew 
that today was going to be dif-
ferent. After three years of liv-
ing with my owner Mark, daily 
events were always the same: 
wake up, eat, go out, sleep and 
repeat. However, while I was 
lying on my dog bed, Mark, 
breaking our normal routine, 
scooped me up and tossed me 
into the car, which was jam 
packed with supplies from 
home.

While Mark was wait-
ing for the street light to turn 
green, he looked toward me 
and said, “Hurricane Irma’s 
headed our way, so we’re head-
ed to Aunt Jeanine’s. Her house 
is the safest place right now.” 

Drat! That’s where my 
arch-nemesis, Doug the Pug 

Jr., lived. Five years ago, he be-
trayed me when he peed on 
the trampoline, making me 
look like the culprit. I shud-
dered at the very thought of 
looking at his face; however, I 
was already strapped into the 
car and craving a decent kibble 
breakfast. I barked in reluctant 
agreement.

After some heavy traffic, 
we arrived at Aunt Jeanine’s 
house a few hours later. I 
had yet to encounter my bit-
ter rival, Doug the Pug Jr., or 
eat for that matter, and I was 
famished. “Oh no, it seems as 
if I forgot your bowl, Biscuit,” 
Mark said. 

My stomach twisted at the 
terrible news, but not as much 
as when I heard Aunt Jeanine 
cheerfully exclaim, “It’s okay. 
Doug the Pug Jr. and Biscuit 

can share!” as he came trot-
ting around the corner. Oh, 
this could not be happening. 
As the food clattered into the 
bottom of the metallic bowl, 
I realized it was my absolute 
favorite — generic Walmart 
brand. “Wait, you like this 
too?” I asked Doug the Pug Jr. 
His ears livened up in agree-
ment to my question. Well, he 
might not be so bad after all.

Finally, the storm had 
passed, and I had decided to 
forgive Doug the Pug Jr. for my 
being wrongfully convicted of 
peeing on the trampoline so 
many years ago. I won’t lie that 
there may have been a cuddle 
here and there for support. I 
gave Doug the Pug Jr. one last 
high-paw and returned to my 
usual routine as if nothing had 
happened.

saving it for if she forgets her 
homework in the future.

  Ultimately, this fundrais-
er was extremely successful—
the school board was shocked 

at the total of $123,456 raised 
in just two weeks. “Next time, 
we’ll make sure to choose a 
healthier snack,” Superinten-
dent Skit Iles said.

Biscuit looks out the window recalling his time with Doug 
the Pug Jr. The two pooch-frenemies were brought together 
by Hurricane Irma. 
GRAPHIC BY NAINA CHAUHAN 
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Getting to know Guidance
[a column]

Take time to adjust 

Haleigh Brown, 
Match Editor-in-Chief

by Sarah Mihm
The Match introduces Kel-

ly Hawking, the new sixth- and 
seventh-grade school counsel-
or, and she is excited to meet 
her new students.

Match: Where are you 
from? Where have you worked 
before?

Hawking: I am from Pitts-
burg, Pa. and I worked for Al-
bert Gallatin Area School Dis-
trict in Pennsylvania for fifteen 
years.

M: Why did you move to 
Florida?

H: My family and I fre-
quented this area for the last 
10 or 11 years. I have family in 
Sarasota, so I have been trav-
eling to Sarasota myself since I 
was 16. We decided before my 
daughter went into kindergar-
ten that it would be good to 
move.

M: Why did you decide to 
be a guidance conselor?

H: I was a teacher for sev-
en years in Pittsburg. I taught 
high school English prior to 
becoming a school conselor, 
and I found that a lot of stu-
dents seemed to gravitate to-
wards me when they had ques-
tions. 

M: How are you enjoying 
the Pine View community?

H: It is lovely. I am enjoy-
ing the students, the parents, 
the faculty, everyone is very 

With the beginning of a 
new school year, many things 
can change—who you hang out 
with, the difficulty of classes you 
take, or even the type of student 
you decide to be. Your focus 
from year to year can change, 
from being academically fo-
cused to making extracurricu-
lars your priority. Each year is 
a new opportunity to work on 
what means 
the most to 
you, but it’s 
just as im-
portant to 
make time 
for yourself.

Being a 
student at 
Pine View 
can put you under a lot of pres-
sure that makes you feel over-
whelmed; however, as I grow 
up, I am coming to realize that 
it is in my power to control how 
I feel, in my power to take a step 
back, and in my power to refo-
cus my responsibilities. It is in 
my power to feel balanced.

Now as a junior in high 
school, which is one of the 
busiest years at Pine View, I 
have many more responsibili-

ties than I have had in the past. 
Juggling AP classes, SAT prepa-
ration, my job and extracurric-
ulars, on and off campus, can 
sometimes feel overwhelming. 
Despite this, it’s still important 
to find a balance between the 
work and the play, the focus 
and the relaxation, the time 
spent on your future and the 
time you spend enjoying right 
now. This can be hard to do in a 
competitive atmosphere but it 
is also one of the most import-
ant skills to learn when you’re 
young.

Mental health is a balance 
of performing hard work and 
rewarding hard work. This year 
I had to make the difficult deci-
sion to drop a class I really en-
joyed. Not because I couldn’t do 
it, but because I know next year 
I can make it my priority and do 
it even better. Now with more 

time to my-
self, I can 
focus better 
on my oth-
er subjects, 
w h e r e a s 
if I hadn’t 
d r o p p e d 
that class, 
my other 

classes wouldn’t have received 
the attention they deserve, but 
would have suffered from over-
extending myself. By making 
this decision I put myself back 
in control, when it was starting 
to feel the other way around.

Everyone is different but 
everyone can find balance. You 
have to know when to take a 
break. For your mind to grow, it 
needs to rest just as much as it 
needs to be challenged.

Mental health is a 
balance of performing 

hard work and re-
warding hard work.

warm and welcoming. I feel 
very comfortable.

M What are your hobbies?

H: I am very much into 
health and fitness. I coach part 
time, and I have been doing 
that for the last four years. I 
like to create clean eating reci-
pes and meal plans, and I share 
those.

M: Who is your inspira-
tion?

H: There was a specific 
school counselor when I was 
in high school. She was the 
pillar of our school, and I al-
ways looked up to her for what 
school conseling represents.

M: If you had to describe 
yourself in three words, what 
would they be?

H: I would say organized, 
determined and energetic. I 
am very organized when it 
comes to my work and what I 
am doing on a day to day basis. 
I have realized over the years 
that failure is a part of life, so 
you have to have determination 
to go the next step and never 
give up. Energetic [in terms of] 
taking care of myself, and I am 
like my daughter in that I am a 
little bit of a spit fire.

M :What do you hope to 
achieve in your new position?

H: I hope to achieve a 
wonderful rapport with the 
student body, parents and fac-
ulty. I would like to work with 
the students more on career 
and post-secondary explora-
tion options because middle 
school is the prime time to 
have self-discovery. 

Middle school guidance counselor Kelly Hawking is pic-
tured with her family. She joined the Pine View community in 
September. 
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