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Spark Editor 
K

now
n 

to 
be 

one 
of 

the m
ost enthusiastic, and 

open teachers here on cam
-

pus, m
iddle-school E

nglish 
teacher Jack Francis has, in 
his five years here, left an 
im

pression on his students. 
Feeling it w

as tim
e for a new

 
challenge and a new

 envi-
ronm

ent, Francis m
ade his 

leaving date offi
cial in M

arch 
after being off

ered the op-
portunity to teach at anoth-
er 

Sarasota 
C

ounty 
School 

Sarasota Suncoast A
cadem

y-
(SSA

). 
B

orn and raised in Flor-
ida, 

Francis 
grew

 
up 

w
ith 

his parents being passionate 
teachers. 

Francis 
knew

 
he 

w
ould eventually becom

e a 

teacher; it w
as only a m

atter 
of w

hen. “I alw
ays thought 

I w
as good at teaching and, 

w
orking w

ith kids in gener-
al” he said.  Francis eventu-

ally attended the U
niversi-

ty of South Florida for four 
years, w

here he earned his 
teaching degree.  

Francis  spent his years 
at Pine V

iew
 T

eaching Lan-
guage 

A
rts 

and 
C

ivics 
for 

seventh grade, and strives to 
help his students. “I really do 
love m

y students, the days 
go by quickly, and I never 
dread going to w

ork, he 
said. T

he students and 
I alw

ays have interest-
ing discussions, I alw

ays 
loved the back and forth 
the students and I have. I 
m

ean I have the best kids 
you could w

ant.”   
In the future, Francis 

hopes to incorporate a sim
-

ilar 
teaching 

style 
at 

that 
w

hich he had at Pine V
iew

 to 
SSA

. Francis is very excited 
for this new

 adventure, and 
he said the m

ain reason w
as 

he w
anted to teach w

ith his 

“
H

e
 w

a
s
 

o
n
e
 o

f th
e
 

g
re

a
te

s
t 

te
a
c
h
e
rs

 Iv
e
 

e
v
e
r h

a
d
.”

Bla
ke Lech

iter,
grade 8

by R
eh

an
a Q
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m

ir
Spark Edtitor
A

fter nearly ten years of dedi-
cation and hard w

ork tow
ards 

her teaching career, m
iddle 

school teacher B
everly Tem

-
pleton is leaving Pine V

iew
 

to explore new
 corners of the 

w
orld. 

Tem
pleton 

w
as 

ini-
tially a Pine V

iew
 parent and 

is finishing off as an influen-
tial teacher w

ho w
ill be re-

m
em

bered by the people she 
taught and w

orked w
ith. 

W
ith 

her 
love 

of 
science, 

Tem
pleton w

ent to W
ellesley, 

a w
om

en’s college in B
oston, 

M
ass. H

er fondness of the en-
vironm

ent encouraged her to 
take 

environm
ental 

science 
classes and, she earned her 
B

achelor of A
rts in B

iology. 

H
ow

ever, Tem
pleton did not 

begin her science career in 
teaching, but she instead be-
cam

e a prom
inent part of the 

U
.S. 

E
nvironm

ental 
Protec-

tion A
gency for several years. 

It w
as only after she w

as in-
troduced to the idea of teach-
ing from

 one of her friends 
that she w

ould love to teach 
children 

about 
science. 

She 
began teaching seventh grad-
ers at H

eron C
reek M

iddle 
School follow

ed by Sarasota 
M

iddle School. 
 A

fter joining the Pine V
iew

 
staff in 2008, Tem

pleton not 
only taught sixth- grade sci-
ence, but also w

orked hard 
to prom

ote sustainability on 
cam

pus by helping students 
becom

e m
ore inform

ed   about 

the environm
ent w

ith her G
3 

club. “This year, I am
 learning 

the ropes of G
3 from

 her and 
find that her passion for those 
causes is contagious,” fellow

 
seventh- grade science teach-
er H

ali Flahaven said. 
 A

long w
ith help from

 stu-
dents, teachers and par-
ents, 

Tem
pleton’s 

w
ork 

w
ith 

sustainability 
at 

Pine 
V

iew
 

helped 
hon-

or the school by becom
-

ing 
acknow

ledged 
as 

a 
D

epartm
ent of E

ducation 
G

reen R
ibbon School. This 

aw
ard is given to schools that 

dem
onstrate 

that 
they 

are 
healthy and environm

entally 
sustainable. 
M

any of her current and for-
m

er students recounted Tem
-

pleton’s kind and passionate 
dem

eanor. A
long w

ith teach-
ing 

about 
w

hat she 

loves, Tem
pleton enjoyed 

w
atching her student excel, 

grow
 and apply life science 

to the real w
orld. “She has 

a cheerful personality and 
w

as helpful to everyone,” 
eighth- 

grader 
Sarah 

H
assan said. 

  W
ith her retirem

ent, 
Tem

pleton 
plans 

on 
spending 

tim
e 

w
ith 

her 
children, 

taking 
it easy, and traveling 

to places like Iceland, 
and the B

aha and Yu-
catan Peninsulas. W

hen 
asked w

hat her w
ords to 

the teacher w
ho follow

s af-
ter her w

ould be she said, 
“E

njoy your students and 
alw

ays see the best. C
om

e 
from

 a loving heart.”

w
ife, w

ho is already a teacher 
at SSA

. “I really hate to leave, 

but I couldn’t pass up this 
opportunity.”

W
hen 

asked 
w

hat 
his 

favorite Pine V
iew

 m
em

ory 
w

as, Francis said it w
as w

hen 
the 

current 
seventh-grade 

class threw
 him

 a surprise 
party. “It w

as thoughtful of 
them

,” he said. “I’ve nev-
er had a class do that for 
m

e before.” 
Francis’ 

form
er 

students 
rem

em
ber 

him
 as a teacher w

o re-
m

ained open-m
inded in 

his w
ays of teaching in 

their learning process.
“H

e w
as flexible in his 

m
ethods of teaching and tai-

lored it to w
hatever w

ould 
help his students be m

ost 
successful,” 

eighth-grader 
B

lake Lechiter, said. “H
e w

as 
one of the greatest teachers 
I’ve ever had. 
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STUDENTS G
O

 TH
E EXTRA DEGREE

By Frankie G
rasso-Clay

From
 taking advanced m

ath 
classes to running on the Pine 
View track team

, M
ahitha Ram

-
achandran has a busy schedule 
for a seventh grader. W

hen Ra-
m

achandran isn’t com
peting at a 

track m
eet, she is out volunteer-

ing. W
hether it is helping out 

teachers in their classroom
s or 

assisting in events like the Spe-
cial O

lym
pics, Ram

achandran 
keeps busy.

M
ahitha 

Ram
achandran 

has 
won 

m
any 

awards 
since 

being at Pine View. In the fifth 
grade, Ram

achandran won the 
212° award and earned Proud 
Python. 

“I was surprised that I got 
the award. I wasn’t expecting 
[the 212° award],” she said. 

In sixth grade she m
ade 

honor roll for all her classes. 
Th

is year, Ram
achandran won 

the m
iddle school youth volun-

teer award. O
n top of all that, 

Ram
achandran also takes ad-

vanced m
ath. She takes Algebra 

I, which is usually an eighth-
grade course at Pine View. 

“Th
ey [eighth graders] don’t 

treat m
e different,” she said. 

Ram
achandran said that the 

overall experience of being apart 
of Pine View’s track team

 is great, 
except m

aybe the tim
e com

m
it-

m
ent. “In sixth grade, it was hard 

to get up in the m
orning, but 

when seventh grade cam
e, it got 

easier to get up. Also, track m
eets 

are on Th
ursdays, so that can in-

terfere with the tim
e spent to do 

your hom
ework,” she said.

Ram
achandran participates 

in a lot of extra-curricular ac-
tivities. She recently joined the 
Korean m

artial art of Taekwon-
do. She also devotes m

uch of her 
tim

e to art. W
hether its drawing 

or painting, Ram
achandran says 

she has a passion for art and con-
siders herself an artist. In addi-
tion, Ram

achandran is a m
em

-
ber of the Pine View’s “Build-O

n” 
club. “W

e are traveling to H
aiti at 

Seventh grader keeps it up

Photo by Frankie G
rasso-C

lay
S

even
th

-grad
er M

ah
ith

a R
am

ach
an

d
ran

 keep
s u

p
 w

ith
 extracu

rricu
lar ac-

tivities in
 ad

d
ition

 to h
er acad

em
ics at P

in
e V

iew
. R

am
ach

an
d

ran
 keep

s u
p

 
w

ith
 ad

van
ced

 classes in
 ad

d
ition

 to extracu
rricu

lar activities.
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the beginning of June. I am
 excit-

ed for it,” she said. 
H

er favorite m
em

ory from
 

all the activities she does is when 
her Pine View team

 won every 
single event at M

ath Counts, a 

m
ath club at Pine View.

“It was really incredible,” she 
said.



By Sid Sharm
a

Sixth-grader Jake Turner has 
received the 212° award twice 
here at Pine View.

Th
e first 212° award, Turner 

received in second grade. Turner 
said he was not expecting to win 
the award. “I had no idea, and it 
was really cool. M

y teacher nom
-

 
“At 211 degrees, water is hot. At 212 degrees, 

it boils. And with boiling water, com
es steam

. 
And with steam

, you can power a train.”

inated m
e without m

e knowing,” 
he said. 

N
ot only does Turner go the 

extra degree at school, but he also 
m

akes effort to participate in his 
com

unity. 
Turner 

participates 
in wrapping gifts for orphans, 
which is an event his neighbors 
launch every year. “W

e try to 
m

ake it every year and it’s a fun 

event that helps others,” he said.
Turner’s second 212° award 

was this year in sixth grade. 
Turner adm

its he wasn’t expect-
ing to win the award again. H

e 
earned 

itfor 
his 

photography. 
O

n his eighth birthday, Turner 
got his first cam

era. “I was really 
excited, I did not think that m

y 
parents would buy such a nice 

cam
era. W

hen I first got the cam
-

era, I took pictures of everything 
in the house, I was truly elated,” 
Turner said.

 Turner has won num
er-

ous   rewards including the O
scar 

Scherer park photography con-
test, and the Friends of Payne’s 
Prairie 

photography 
contest 

twice. Turner prim
arily focuses 

on nature and wildlife photos. 
“W

hen taking photos I try to cap-
ture the essence and em

otion of 
the anim

als,” he said.
Turner also placed first in 

the best m
am

m
al photo, and sec-

ond best landscape photo. 
Turner said he would con-

tinue to pursue his passion in 
photography.

Sixth grader takes his shot

Photo (top left) by Frankie G
rasso-C

lay and (bottom
 left and right) Jake Turner
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 M
any new

 plans have 
been 

discussed 
to 

im
prove 

the school lately. 
The 

biggest 
project 

is 
going to be a new

 structure 
behind the B

atm
an bench in 

the fenced off area. The new
 

three-story building w
ill hold 

forty-three classroom
s. The 

builders w
ill break ground in 

2019-2020 and com
plete the 

project in an estim
ated tw

o 
years.  

This new
 building w

ill 
replace all the portables cur-
rently on cam

pus. O
riginal-

ly, the plan w
as a tw

o-story 
building, and then the plan 
turned 

into 
a 

three-story 
building. The m

iddle-school-
ers w

ill be using this new
 

structure. 
H

ow
ever, 

prior 
to 

the 

Safety
 First
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 M
any new

 plans have 
been 

discussed 
to 

im
prove 

the school lately. 
The 

biggest 
project 

is 
going to be a new

 structure 
behind the B

atm
an bench in 

the fenced off area. The new
 

three-story building w
ill hold 

forty-three classroom
s. The 

builders w
ill break ground in 

2019-2020 and com
plete the 

project in an estim
ated tw

o 
years.  

This new
 building w

ill 
replace all the portables cur-
rently on cam

pus. O
riginal-

ly, the plan w
as a tw

o-story 
building, and then the plan 
turned 

into 
a 

three-story 
building. The m

iddle-school-
ers w

ill be using this new
 

structure. 
H

ow
ever, 

prior 
to 

the 

new
 building being started, 

the purple science building 
w

ill be gutted, w
idened and 

rem
odeled. The shell of the 

purple building w
ill rem

ain, 
but the lockers w

ill be re-
m

oved, and the room
s w

ill 
expand into the old locker 
area. The school board is un-
sure if any additional locker 
space w

ill be added because 
of 

the 
num

ber 
of 

unused 
lockers.  

The 
new

ly 
renovated 

purple buildings w
ill have lab 

benches and new
 equipm

ent. 
Yellow

 building teachers w
ill 

m
ove back into their building 

next year. The original pur-
ple science building renova-
tion talk w

as discussed w
hen 

the H
V

A
C

 conversation cam
e 

about. The goal is to have 
every class in a perm

anent 
structure, so portables w

ill 

no longer be necessary.  
A

ll the high school sci-
ence classes w

ill be relocated 
into the portables. “A

s soon 
as you guys get out that gate, 
[w

hen 
school 

ends] 
w

e’re 
there,” said A

ssistant Prin-
cipal Sue Fair, about reno-
vations. The high school sci-
ence teachers w

ill be leaving 
their classroom

s, so the pur-
ple building can start renova-
tion as soon as possible. The 
teachers in the yellow

 build-
ing w

ill be m
oved back into 

their room
s next school year.  

Fair 
said 

that 
it 

is 
planned that all the current 
construction w

ill be finished 
during the w

inter break of 
the 2018-2019 school year.  
Since the high school curric-
ulum

 is m
ore involved w

ith 
chem

istry, and m
ore hands 

on, the high school science 

U
p

co
m

in
g
 C

o
n

stru
ctio

n
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Photo of the signs of construction around cam
pus
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Spark Editor
T

his 
year, 

the 
Safety 

and Security departm
ent of 

Sarasota C
ounty w

as grant-
ed $

25 m
illion for new

 secu-
rity m

easures across school 
cam

puses. A
 portion of the 

m
oney w

ill be used to focus 
in on m

ental health in stu-
dents.  

O
fficials 

have 
been 

undergoing the process of 
evaluating 

schools 
in 

the 
district 

according 
to 

the 
M

odel 
B

ased 
V

ulnerabil-
ity 

A
ssessm

ent 
(M

B
V

A
). 

A
ccording 

to 
M

ichael 
A

n-
dres, 

director 
of 

district 
Safety and Security, all the 
schools in the district w

ill 

be 
installing 

m
icrophones 

at the entry pads, so visi-
tors can com

m
unicate w

ith 
the 

front 
desks. 

E
d

i
t
o

r
’s

 

n
o

t
e

:
 A

 p
r

e
v

i
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u
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 v
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r
s
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o

n
 

i
n

c
o

r
r

e
c

t
l
y

 
s

t
a

t
e

d
 

t
h

a
t
 

t
h

e
 d

i
s

t
r

i
c

t
 w

o
u

l
d

 b
e

 i
n

-

s
t
a

l
l
i
n

g
 

l
i
s

t
e

n
i
n

g
 

d
e

v
i
c

-

e
s

.
 W

e
 r

e
g

r
e

t
 t

h
e

 e
r

r
o

r
. 

A
ll teachers w

ill be re-
quired to sign up for a com

-
m

unication app, m
uch like 

R
em

ind. A
t P

ine V
iew

, bul-
let-resistant glass w

ill be in-
stalled in optim

al locations 
to ensure that in a w

orst-
case scenario, there w

ould 
be enough tim

e for police 
to arrive and apprehend the 
threat.  

T
he security and safety 

departm
ent has hired tw

o 
crim

inal analysts to deter-
m

ine 
individual 

schools’ 
risk 

for 
m

ental 
health 

is-
sues.  “If you see som

ething, 
say 

som
ething,” 

said 
E

le-
m

entary 
A

ssistant 
P

rinci-
pal A

lison R
ini, w

ho is the 
head of the P

ine V
iew

 Safety 
C

om
m

ittee. “T
he best thing 

[to be safe] is for students 
to be responsible. It is im

-
portant that all students be 
w

ary of w
hat they or others 

say, especially on social m
e-

dia.” R
ini said the district is 

alw
ays looking for room

 to 
im

prove, and that the school 
board is setting up an em

ail 
for parents to contact, w

ith 
suggestions on safety.  

 
T

he 
Sarasota 

school 
board is currently contem

-
plating w

hether a few
 se-

lect 
personnel 

w
ith 

prior 
backgrounds as police offi-
cers w

ill be allow
ed to carry 

firearm
s at schools. School 

safety is of the utm
ost im

-
portance to districts every-
w

here, and schools are try-
ing their hardest to protect 
their students and staff.

Safety
 First

N
ew

s 6

teachers 
need 

m
ore 

room
, 

and 
since 

the 
high 

school 
science curriculum

 requires 
m

ore 
equipm

ent, 
the 

high 
school science teachers need-
ed m

ore space. In building 

PH
O

TO
 B

Y LE
ILA

 M
A

C
K

E
N

ZIE
Photo of the new

 gates im
plem

ented on cam
pus

10 “the tech facility” all the 
H

V
A

C
 w

ill be replaced. A
ll 

the building 10 renovations 
w

ill be during sum
m

er, so no 
classes w

ill be disrupted.
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T

he girls’ track and field 
season has been going on for 
m

onths now
, and it cam

e to a 
close w

ith Pine V
iew

’s victo-
ry. U

ndefeated in all com
pe-

titions, Pine V
iew

 cam
e out 

on top. 
It w

as w
ell deserved, as 

training is thorough in the 
track 

program
. 

Sprinters 
concentrate on speed w

ork, 
distance runners plan their 
race, and field events require 
specific practice of the event 
to produce the best results. 
T

hey 
practice 

running 
at 

top speed and pushing their 

anaerobic threshold.  T
heir 

practice consists of sprints 
and rest. T

he coaches m
a-

nipulate their rest tim
e w

ith-
in the w

orkout, keeping their 
heart 

rates 
up 

and 
w

ork-
ing over shorter distances. 
C

oach T
horpe helps to train 

the 
team

. 
“A

t 
w

hat 
point 

in the race do I w
ant to run 

m
y fastest, to push a pace 

and tire the other runners,” 
C

oach T
horpe said. 

N
otable athletes on the 

team
 included eighth grad-

er A
lex R

oum
i w

ho w
as 6 

feet off
 of the school record 

in discus.  Isabella N
ebel ran 

a 62 second 400, setting the 

First row(left to right) : Sam
antha Finem

an, N
atalia Twarowski, Susan Lowther, D

ahlia 
M

ankovich, Alexandra Roum
i, M

olly O
wens, G

eorgia Flint, Rylee Volk, Chloe Ratner
Second row

: N
ova Pollard, Sophia Chursina, G

abrielle Cannon, Alexandra Jam
es, Isa-

bella N
ebel, Caroline D

eacon, M
ahitha Ram

achandran, Ella Szm
ania, Rosario Calleja, 

Cam
ille Johnson

Last row
: M

ini Abeysekera, M
isty Tucak

photo credit: M
s. Tuscak
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7th and 8th grade school re-
cord.  T

here w
ere consistent 

w
ins throughout the season 

by Sarah Sensenbrenner in 
the m

ile and eight hundred. 
T

heir coaches are proud of 
the team

. 
“T

hey 
set 

goals 
for 

them
selves 

and 
w

ere 
able 

to achieve those goals, bet-
ter them

selves, and in the 
end the result of their hard 
w

ork w
as w

inning the county 
cham

pionship,” C
oach T

hor-
pe said. T

he Pine V
iew

 G
irls’ 

T
rack T

eam
 w

ent undefeated 
in the cham

pionship thanks 
to 

talented 
athletes, 

good 
coaching, and hard w

ork.



Sp
o
rts a

n
d

 Sch
o
o
l? Th

ese th
ree 

stu
d

en
ts a

re g
rea

t a
t b

o
th

.

b
y L

eila M
cK

en
zie

S
taff

er 
       Tum

bling and leap-
ing 

through 
the 

air, 
sixth 

grader G
race Flint has been 

participating 
in 

gym
nastics 

for nearly her entire life. Flint 
has been w

orking her w
ay up 

ranks and w
ining gym

nastic 
tournam

ents 
for 

years 
and 

she isn’t stopping now
.

 
E

ver since Flint w
as 

tw
o 

years 
old 

gym
nastics 

have been a part of her. W
hen 

Flint w
as just tw

o years old 
she took part in 
a 

M
om

m
y 

and 
M

e 
gym

nastics 
class. 

W
hen 

Flint 
and 

her 
m

other first took 
part in these ses-
sions, they m

ay 
not have know

n 
w

hat a big role 
it w

ould play in 
Flint’s 

life, 
but 

they soon found 
out. A

s a child 
Flint 

tried 
playing 

softball 
and soccer, but she just m

ade 
piles in the dirt and did flips. 
N

one of the sports Flint tried 
w

orked for her. Flint’s old-
er sister, G

eorgia K
ate Flint, 

participated 
gym

nastics 
for 

m
any years. Flint soon real-

ized that she w
anted to be a 

gym
nast like her sister.
 

Flint 
currently 

par-
ticipates in Lakew

ood R
anch 

G
ym

nastics, located in B
ra-

denton, 
FL. 

H
er 

favorite 
event 

is 
Floor, 

w
here 

she 

tum
bles 

and 
dances. 

Flint 
has w

on several com
petitions 

and travels all over the coun-
try. O

ne particular achieve-
m

ent stands out to her. A
s 

Flint said, “I loved m
aking it 

to level 8. In gym
nastics, you 

vary from
 level one, w

hich is 
the low

est, to level ten, w
hich 

is the highest. Last year I w
as 

level seven…
 [level eight] is 

m
ore diffi

cult and challeng-
ing.”  

W
hile Flint is already 

shining 
in 

gym
nastics, 

she 
aspires to reach 
higher. 

Flint 
said “I w

ant to 
go 

to 
college 

w
ith a gym

nas-
tics scholarship. 
A

lso, if I could 
go 

to 
any 

col-
lege, I w

ould go 
to the U

niversity 
of Florida.” 

 
W

ith 
success, 

there 
com

es 
struggles. For Flint to strive 
as a gym

nast she m
ust m

ake 
som

e 
sacrifices. 

“I 
have 

to 
leave at 2:00 and take online 
classes, so I can practice ear-
lier and start earlier,” Flint 
said. “I have m

ore tim
e to 

do m
y hom

ew
ork and it also 

gives m
e the opportunity to 

practice 
w

ith 
those 

on 
m

y 
level.” 

Flint 
believes 

a 
good 

schedule is im
portant to suc-

cess athletically and academ
-

ically. Flint is certain that she 

w
ould rather be in a physical 

classroom
 

w
ith 

her 
class-

m
ates, but she is w

illing to 
m

ake the sacrifice to contin-
ue to thrive in both gym

nas-
tics and school. A

lthough, she 
believes that a physical class-
room

 
w

ould 
be 

m
ore 

ben-
eficial Flint and her fam

ily 
believes that the change has 
done her w

ell. “G
race has had 

a w
onderful experience w

ith 

Sixth grader, G
race Flint, beautifully executes a split jum

p on the high beam
. Flint has 

been com
peting in gym

nastics since she w
as tw

o years old.
p

h
oto cred

it: F
lin

t F
am

ily

“
I w

ant to g
o 

to college 
w

ith a 
gym

nastics 
scholorship,”

G
ra

ce Flin
t, 

grade 6
 

8 Sports

FLV
S thus far. She is able to 

train the daily required hours 
for gym

nastics and still has 
enough tim

e w
hen she gets 

hom
e to do her hom

ew
ork. It 

is a nice balance. She gets to 
go to the school she loves and 
still do the sport she loves! 
W

e are grateful for the op-
tion,” Flint’s m

other said. 
 

Since 
she 

w
as 

tw
o 

years old, to her soccer days, 

G
race Flint, gym

nastics

to now
, Flint has alw

ays been 
a natural gym

nast. Participat-
ing in gym

nastics has helped 
her 

to 
establish 

w
here 

she 
w

ants to go. 
W

inning 
com

petitions 
left, right, and upside dow

n, 
Flint 

has 
also 

m
ade 

m
any 

friends along the w
ay. Flint 

plans on pursuing her dream
s 

as she flips, flies, and tum
bles 

though life.



by L
ogan

 S
ch

u
ltz

S
taff

er
The thrill of sports is en-

ticing to m
any, and eighth 

grader C
arson R

oland takes 
part in a sport that doesn’t 
get m

uch attention. R
oland 

com
petes in track and field, 

both at school and at com
pe-

titions. The sport consists of 
contests based on the skills 
of 

running, 
jum

ping, 
and 

throw
ing. Tw

o of these com
-

petitions are discus and jav-
elin, both of w

hich R
oland 

com
petes in. H

e throw
s the 

discus on the Pine V
iew

 track 
team

, and javelin as an extra-
curricular activity. H

e started 
discus w

hen he w
as in sixth 

grade because he w
anted to 

go out for the team
. 

H
e only started javelin 

last sum
m

er. “I just w
anted 

to start learning javelin.” Tak-
ing it up m

ade him
 an even 

greater asset to the team
. A

f-
ter years of track, it w

ould be 
im

possible not to have a fin-
est m

om
ent, as R

oland said, 
“I w

on discus last year for the 
first tim

e, and that w
as pret-

ty great.” R
oland is also the 

new
 Sarasota C

ounty m
iddle 

school discus cham
pion, w

ith 
a throw

 of 119 feet, 2 inches. 
H

e w
on first place out of eigh-

teen participants. H
e threw

 
the javelin 33.93 m

eters at 
a 

U
SA

TF 
(U

SA
 

Track 
and 

Field) 
invitational 

m
eet 

in 
C

lerm
ont, Florida. N

ext year 
javelin w

ill be an exhibition 
sport, but after that it w

ill 
be a regular state-sanctioned 
high school event, like the 

C
arson Roland, discus and javelin

E
ighth-grader, C

arson R
oland, spins in the D

iscus circle 
at a track m

eet. R
oland has been throw

ing discus for 3 
years and hopes to go farther w

ith the sport.
p

h
oto cred

it: R
olan

d
 F

am
ily

Tristan Parsons, basketball

Sports 9

by A
bigail K

oester
Staff

er
         There w

ere m
ere 

seconds left on the clock, but 
they seem

ed to be ticking by 
in 

slow
 

m
otion. 

The 
score 

w
as 

tied, 
it 

all 
cam

e 
dow

n to this. H
e 

dribbles 
the 

ball 
dow

n 
the 

court. 
H

e 
shoots 

and 
scores as the loud 
sound of the buzz-
er 

rings 
through 

the court. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Sev-

enth-grader, Tris-
ton 

Parsons 
has 

been playing bas-
ketball 

since 
he 

w
as 7 years old. Parsons plays 

basketball for the travel team
 

the M
am

bas, tw
o days a w

eek 

and has gam
es on Saturday 

m
ornings. D

uring practice, he 
focuses on different basket-
ball techniques, but specifi-
cally shooting. Parsons w

orks 
every 

w
eek 

to 
be on the start-
ing 

lineup. 
“I 

play 
because 

it’s 
fun, 

and 
it’s 

exhilarat-
ing to be on the 
court,” Parsons 
said. Since the 
age of 7, he has 
earned 

m
any 

different 
tro-

phies, 
includ-

ing three M
V

P 
(M

ost V
aluable 

Player) aw
ards. 

Som
e of his proudest accom

-
plishm

ents w
ere tw

o aw
ards 

his coach gave him
 after a 

“
I play be-
cause it’s 

fun, and its 
exhilarating 
to be on the 

court,”
Tristo

n
 Pa

rso
n

s,
grade 7

 

Seventh-grader, Tristan Parsons, has been playing bas-
ketball for seven years. p

h
oto cred

it: A
bigail K

oester

gam
e his team

 w
on because of 

a play he m
ade. Parsons also 

plays 
football, 

but 
doesn’t 

w
orry about his sports con-

flicting w
ith his schoolw

ork. 
H

e said he m
anages his tim

e 
better than m

ost, so he’s nev-
er stressed. 

      Parsons’ favorite m
em

-
ory of playing basketball w

as 
w

hen 
helped 

his 
team

 
w

in 
w

hen he hit a buzzer beat-
er (a shot taken right before 
the buzzer goes off signaling 
the end of the gam

e). “H
e’s 

a 
great 

basketball 
player,” 

Jackson 
G

regory, 
Parsons’ 

friend said. A
s for the future, 

Parsons said, “I w
ant to play 

basketball 
for 

R
iverview

.” 
For the m

om
ent, he w

ill keep 
fine-tuning 

his 
skills 

as 
he 

prepares for his eighth-grade 
year w

ith the Pythons.

100 m
eters or the long jum

p.
H

is plans for track in 
the future far exceed m

iddle 
school. R

oland plans to par-
ticipate 

at 
another 

U
SA

TF 
m

eeting in June, as w
ell as 

additional m
eets throughout 

sum
m

er and fall. O
ne thing 

he 
w

ants 
people 

to 
know

 
about track and field is that 
you should try it. “People do 
football and stuff, but track 
and field is-just a really good 
sport.”H

e has big plans for the 
future 

as 
w

ell. 
R

oland 
in-

tends on continuing javelin in 
college. “…

and hopefully go 
to the O

lym
pics.” W

ith that in 
m

ind, w
ho know

s? You m
ight 

w
atch him

 on television one 
day, holding one of the noto-
rious O

lym
pic gold m

edals.



breed 
and 

raise 
pigeons 

professionally 
and 

race 

  
Pigeons. M

any peo-
ple 

think 
of 

them
 

asying 
rodents, or the regular Joe 
of the bird w

orld, but not 
seventh-grader 

N
athan 

A
bbott. A

bbott has been 
the proud ow

ner of a 
pair of pigeons for the 
better half of a year. 
"They're the best kind 
of bird. They're sm

all 
and underestim

ated," 
A

bbott said. 
 

It 
w

as 
a 

hard 
road 

to 
pigeon 

ow
ner-

ship. H
is parents thought 

this w
ould be a passing in-

terest, 
but 

he 
proved 

his 
com

m
itm

ent and his parents 
supported his idea. There is 
a large, relatively unknow

n 
com

m
unity 

in 
Florida 

of 
pigeon 

racers, 
people 

w
ho 

10 Student Life
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N
ew

born Pigeon’s H
elios and M

ariner nam
ed after past space probes.

PH
O

TO
 B

Y JA
C

K
 R

IE
S

them
 against other pigeons 

for m
oney. H

e contacted a 
pigeon supplier in Fort Lau-
derdale and m

ade the pur-
chase. 

 
T

o 
house 

the 
pi-

geons A
bbott renovat-

ed an old playground 
playset, 

transform
-

ing it into a sm
all 

coop 
w

ith 
straw

 
and nesting boxes, 
as w

ell as an aviary 
for the pigeons to fly 

around in. A
s a pre-

caution, 
A

bbott 
cov-

ered the entire thing in 
carpenter’s 

cloth, 
w

hich 
is thicker chicken w

ire, to 
prevent raccoon assaults. 
 

W
hen 

the 
pigeons 

start to associate the coop 
w

ith hom
e, A

bbott w
ill be 

able to release the pigeons 

50
 

m
iles 

aw
ay 

and 
they 

w
ill fly right back. If A

bbott 
trains them

 right, he w
ill be 

able to release them
 up to 

60
0

 m
iles aw

ay. T
he nam

es 
are not w

hat you m
ight ex-

pect. “I nam
ed m

y pigeons 
V

oyager 
and 

C
assini, 

be-
cause they w

ere both N
A

SA
 

space probes, and it seem
ed 

appropriate to have som
e-

thing flying around in space 
flying around in m

y back-
yard,” explains A

bbott. 
 

A
bbott has m

ultiple 
daily 

responsibilities, 
such 

as feeding. “I am
 proud of 

w
hat good care N

ate gives 
his pigeons. H

e feeds them
 

tw
ice a day on a schedule 

and 
alw

ays 
rem

em
bers 

to 
close 

them
 

into 
the 

m
ost 

secure part of their cage be-
fore dark.  H

e keeps their 
cage clean and their w

ater 
full.  H

e has never once said 
‘I don’t w

ant to deal w
ith the 

pigeons today.’  It’s great to 
see him

 be so responsible,” 
N

athan’s 
m

other, 
Jennifer 

A
bbott com

m
ents.

 
A

rguably 
the 

m
ost 

im
portant 

part 
of 

w
eek-

ly 
m

aintenance, 
how

ever, 

is cleaning. A
bbott has to 

thoroughly 
clean 

the 
cage 

tw
ice a w

eek, m
aking sure 

to clear out w
hatever gross 

substances 
the 

pigeons 
leave behind. T

he pigeons 
also require fresh straw

 to 
nest in. “T

hey are a joy to 
have 

around 
–

 
especially 

because N
ate takes care of 

cleaning the cage,” A
bbott’s 

m
other said.

 
In February, V

oyag-
er and C

assini laid tw
o eggs. 

A
bout tw

o w
eeks later, the 

eggs hatched into squabs, or 
baby pigeons. A

bbott nam
ed 

them
 H

elios and M
ariner. “ 

T
hey’re super tiny, you can’t 

see their faces, and they’re 
kind of pinkish. W

hen they 
feed, 

one 
of 

the 
parents 

w
ill 

regurgitate 
the 

food 
into their m

ouths,” A
bbott 

said. A
bbott  plans to con-

tinue breeding and raising 
pigeons, and eventually be-
com

e a racer.
 

A
lthough it m

ay not 
be the norm

, A
bbott pur-

sued his dream
 of pigeon 

bliss. T
his is one dream

 that 
w

on’t fly out of reach.

PH
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E

D
 B

Y N
A

TH
A

N
 A

B
B

O
TT

Pine Views Pigeon W
hisperer

By Jack Ries



 experience as m
uch as they 

possibly can in their lim
it-

ed am
ount of tim

e there. 
E

m
ily June said, “I am

 ex-
cited for staying on the bow

 
of the ship and w

atching 
for w

hales” “I am
 looking 

forw
ard to relaxing on the 

cruise ship and seeing all 
the 

pretty 
places,” 

R
yan 

said. She w
ill be able to ride 

different 
types 

of 
horses 

w
hile experiencing all the 

geological 
features. 

A
c-

cording to R
yan, she w

ill be 
able to take pictures, so she 
can alw

ays rem
em

ber this 
w

onderful trip.  
 

A
lthough R

yan and 
her fam

ily are excited for 
this trip, there w

ill be som
e 

diffi
culties. B

oth R
yan and 

her parents w
ill have to en-

dure 
an 

eight-hour 
flight 

over the A
tlantic w

ithout 
their puppy Jack as he can-
not com

e w
ith them

 on this 
cruise. The airport process 
w

ill 
be 

tim
e 

consum
ing 

w
hich m

akes R
yan nervous 

 
In 

the 
sum

m
er 

of 
2018, 

eighth- 
grader 

June 
R

yan w
ill be taking a C

eleb-
rity C

ruise through Iceland 
and Ireland for about tw

o 
w

eeks. R
yan and her fam

ily 
w

ill be able to explore the 
geological features of several 
N

orthern countries. 
 

R
yan plans on relax-

ing on the cruise ship w
hen 

not exploring the countries 
and seeing w

hat m
akes them

 
so beautiful. R

yan's parents, 
Tim

othy 
R

yan 
and 

E
m

ily 
June are both quite excited 
about the trip. June said, "I 
am

 m
ost excited about going 

to a place I've never seen be-
fore." 
  

R
yan 

w
ill 

visit 
each destination for a cou-
ple hours. She w

ill explore 
R

eykjavik 
and 

A
kureyri 

in 
Iceland; 

D
ublin 

and 
C

ork 
in Ireland; and Lerw

ick in 
Shetland, 

Scotland. 
Shes 

looking fow
ard to  learning 

about the m
onum

ents and 
features she is visiting. R

yan 
and her fam

ily w
ant to 

A
 Trip to Rem

em
ber

By H
arm

onie Ziegler

 
W

hile m
ost people, 

during the sum
m

er, take va-
cations to am

usem
ent parks, 

the beach,  or spend their 
tim

e at cam
ps, eighth-grader 

Joshua W
ang and his fam

ily 
have a different idea. W

ang 
is vacationing to C

hina this 
sum

m
er 

to 
see 

his 
fam

i-
ly, and other aspects of the 
country."This 

is 
m

y 
fourth 

tim
e 

going. 
I'm

 
excited," 

W
ang said.

 
O

ne 
reason 

that 
W

ang is going to C
hina is 

that 
he 

has 
relatives 

w
ho 

live there."M
y w

hole fam
ily 

is there. I'm
 excited to see 

them
," W

ang said. W
hile he 

enjoys 
his 

fam
ily's 

com
pa-

ny, 
W

ang 
also 

participates 
in several festivals and holi-
days."N

orm
ally, festivals are 

[celebrated] through fam
ily 

tradition," he said. Som
e fes-

tivals W
ang w

ill be in C
hina 

for include the "D
ragon B

oat 
Festival" and "D

ouble Sev-
enth." 

U
sually 

to 
celebrate 

the 
D

ragon 
B

oat 
Festival, 

fam
ilies w

ill get into boats 
and race each other. D

ouble 
Seventh is the celebration of 
an ancient love story from

 
C

hina. 
 

There are som
e spe-

cial places on W
ang's itin-

erary, including tw
o m

ajor 
C

hinese 
cities: 

B
eijing 

and 
Shanghai. “In B

eijing, there 
is 

also 
a 

Forbidden 
C

ity,'" 
W

ang said. The 
Forbidden 

C
ity is a palace com

plex in 
central 

B
eijing. 

It 
contains 

90 palaces and 980 buildings 
altogether. “W

e w
ill go 

By Ryan H
unek

E
ighth-grader June R

yan excited for her trip to an-
other country.PH

O
TO

 B
Y H

A
R

M
O

N
IE

 ZIE
G

LE
R

E
ighth G

rader Joshua W
ang is spending his sum

-
m

er in C
hina to spend tim

e w
ith his fam

ily. PH
O

TO
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A
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A
N

G

Eighth grader takes off to China
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to the G
orges D

am
s. They are 

actually in m
y m

om
’s hom

e-
tow

n,” W
ang said. The G

orges 
D

am
s are hydroelectic gravity 

“
M

y w
hole 

fam
ily is 

there. I’m
 

excited to 
see them

.”
Jo

sh
u

a
 W

a
n

g,
Eighth-G

rader

dam
s that follow

 the Yangtze 
R

iver 
in 

the 
Yilin 

D
istrict, 

Yichang. They are the w
orld's 

largest 
pow

er 
station 

w
ith 

a capacity of 22,500 M
ega-

w
atts in stored energy.

 
A

s w
ell as the G

org-
es D

am
s, B

eijing, Shanghai, 
and fam

ily, W
ang w

ill visit 
various other landm

arks and 
cities. 

W
ith 

his 
fam

ily, 
he 

w
ill celebrate holidays, visit 

very large cities, and see the 
largest pow

er station in the 
w

orld. H
e w

ill experience the 
night and day life of C

hina 
and com

e back w
ith one re-

m
arkable and incredible  sto-

ry.



H
ello m

y craft enthusiasts, and w
elcom

e to another sim
ple D

IY. Today, w
e’re going to 

m
ake a sailboat to travel the sea, and possibly im

press som
e friends. O

ur project w
ill 

be rated a 6/10 on our difficulty scale. So, let’s get started!

A
id

a
nÊsSim

ple D
IY

Step 1:
The fi rst step is gathering our 
m

aterials. 
The 

body 
of 

the 
ship w

ill be m
ade from

 a nice, 
sturdy m

aterial, that doesn’t 
sacrifi ce looks. I’m

 choosing 
coastal 

redw
ood, 

but 
m

ost 
trees w

ill do. So, as you m
ay 

have guessed, our next step 
is to purchase 100 redw

ood 
seeds. You also need adequate 
space to let them

 grow
, so buy 

an acre of land along w
ith 

those seeds and save yourself 
a step. The average tim

e it 
takes for these trees to reach 
adulthood is about 500 years, 
so w

hile you’re w
aiting on that 

you m
ight w

ant to start on the 
sail.

Step 3:
N

ow
 , if you are doing this 

for the fi rst tim
e, you w

ill 
have 

to 
w

ait 
the 

full 
500 

years for your tree to grow
. 

T
hankfully, you know

 I did 
this already. So, chop that 
baby dow

n, and get cutting. 
T

he initial block should be 
about 10 ft. w

ide, 10 ft. high, 
and 

15 
ft. 

long, 
but 

don’t 
w

orry, w
e’re going to shave 

aw
ay the excess in the next 

step. B
egin carving the w

ood 
to look like a boat. M

ake it 
oval shaped, w

ith an indent 
on the top, like an elongated 
bow

l.  

Step 4:
N

ext, start m
aking m

ore pre-
cise 

cuts, 
w

ith 
straighter 

sides and a deeper indent. 
R

epeat this step to a lesser 
degree until it’s to your lik-
ing (again, I have a m

ore de-
tailed version on m

y blog, 
A

idan B
log).

N
ow

 
w

e 
add 

our 
details. 

A
dd a shaft (varies in size 

depending on how
 m

uch ex-
cess w

ood you trim
m

ed off ) 
and an anchor, along w

ith all 
the other sailing stuff . A

long 
w

ith m
y sail, I w

eaved the 
carbon fi ber into a rope to 
put on m

y boat. 

Step 5:
N

ext, you can either polish 
our boat to really m

ake that 
redw

ood shine, or you can 
add a coat or tw

o of w
hite 

and 
navy-blue 

paint, 
and 

m
arvel 

at 
your 

creation!  
T

his is the end of m
y tutori-

al, but you can take the detail 
on your boat to w

hatever ex-
tent you w

ant.  

M
e, Aidan H

oey, cutting  
dow

n a redw
ood.

M
e, Aidan H

oey, sew
ing a 

sail.
this is m

e carving out the 
shape of our boat.

This is m
e painting the boat.

This is the final product. Let’s 
go sailing!

Step 2:
Sails can be m

ade from
 a 

variety of m
aterials, but the 

clear w
inner is carbon fi ber. 

It has a high tensile strength, 
high 

chem
ical 

resistance, 
and is lightw

eight, but it’s 
not so easy to m

ake. First, 
buy a couple feet of carbon 
fi ber and a sew

ing m
achine 

because the next step is to 
start the construction of the 
sail. I can’t go into detail 
about this, but if you need 
help look on m

y blog for ex-
tra details on this step. 

bbbbb

e -) lg e o 

Photo art by: Aidan H
oey
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“This is how
 I sw

ept your  m
other off her feet”

-Johnn Schw
eig

D
A

D
 J

O
K

E
S

In an atem
pt to find the best joke ever spoken, w

e asked sever-
al dads for their best. The jokes m

ade can only be classified as one 
thing: dad jokes. The result is som

e of the w
orst jokes ever told.

 W
hy did the face need shoes? Because it’s nose w

as 
running!
- Social Studies Teacher Scott W

olfinger

W
hat’s Forrest Gum

p’s passw
ord? 1forrest1

-Science Teacher Neal Gleitz 

PH
O

TO
S BY FRAN

KIE G
RASSO

-C
LAY

Any funny ideas? Know 
any good good jokes?  
contact m

e at 
Aidanhoey2@

gm
ail.com

H
um

or 13



M
em

es –
 they are the backbone of this w

orld, and the soul of our com
m

unity. B
ut, everyone sees m

em
es in differ

-

e
n

t w
a

y
s
. H

o
w

 P
in

e
 V

ie
w

 s
e

e
s
 th

e
m

 a
n

d
 w

h
a

t th
e

y
 r

e
a

lly
 m

e
a

n
 is

 n
o

w
 th

e
 n

e
w

 q
u

e
s
tio

n
 th

a
t n

e
e

d
s
 to

 b
e

 a
n

s
w

e
r
e

d
.

K
e

r
m

it D
r
in

k
in

g
 T

e
a

:
C

o
n

fu
s
e

d
 M

r
. K

r
a

b
s
:

D
is

tr
a

c
te

d
 B

o
y

fr
ie

n
d

:
K

a
z
o

o
 K

id
:

D
wight First Aid Fail:

Mem
es: Pine View VS. Reality

Photo found on Know
yourm

em
e.com

Photo found on Know
yourm

em
e.com

Photo found on Know
yourm

em
e.com

Photo found on im
gflip.com

Photo found on rebrn.com
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rasso-C

lay

Photo by: Alex Roum
i



b
y P

eyton
 H

arris
O

p
in

ion
 E

d
itor

 
W

h
e

n
 

a
s
k

e
d

 
t
o

 
im

a
g

in
e

 
a

n
 

id
e

a
l 

s
u

m
m

e
r
, 

m
o

s
t 

s
tu

d
e

n
ts

 
w

o
u

ld
 

not picture days filled w
ith extensive 

w
o

r
k

b
o

o
k

s
 

a
n

d
 

th
e

 
h

e
a

d
a

c
h

e
s
 

th
a

t 

follow
. 

E
ven 

the 
students 

at 
Pine 

V
iew

 are likely to leave their studies 
in

 th
e

 c
la

s
s
r
o

o
m

 if th
e

y
 c

o
u

ld
. S

u
m

-

m
er break provides tim

e for kids to 
m

a
k

e
 

la
s
tin

g
 

m
e

m
o

r
ie

s
 

w
ith

 
th

e
ir

 

fr
ie

n
d

s
 a

n
d

 fa
m

ilie
s
; th

e
r
e

fo
r
e

, s
u

m
-

m
e

r
 s

h
o

u
ld

n
’t b

e
 a

n
o

th
e

r
 c

h
a

n
c
e

 fo
r
 

te
a

c
h

e
r
s
 to

 a
s
s
ig

n
 b

u
s
y

w
o

r
k

.  

 
M

o
s
t 

s
tu

d
e

n
ts

 
a

r
e

 
o

u
t 

o
f 

tow
n over sum

m
er break, w

hich lim
-

its the am
ount of tim

e and eff
ort they 

c
a

n
 p

u
t fo

r
th

 to
w

a
r
d

s
 a

n
y

 h
o

m
e

w
o

r
k

 

assigned. Students going on vacation 
m

a
y

 
fe

e
l 

im
p

e
d

e
d

 
b

y
 
th

e
 
p

a
c
k

e
ts

 
o

f 

m
ath review

 and “good for you” nov
-

els w
aiting for them

 at hom
e, an ex

-

tensive w
orkload, som

e w
ould argue, 

w
h

ic
h

 
o

n
ly

 
ta

k
e

s
 

a
w

a
y

 
fr

o
m

 
th

e
ir

 

sum
m

er experiences. 
 

A
dvocates 

for 
sum

m
er 

h
o

m
e

w
o

r
k

 s
u

g
g

e
s
t th

a
t s

tu
d

e
n

ts
 te

n
d

 

to slip into a “sum
m

er slide,” the idea 
th

a
t 

d
u

r
in

g
 

th
e

 
s
u

m
m

e
r
 

s
tu

d
e

n
ts

 

fo
r
g

e
t 

in
fo

r
m

a
tio

n
 
th

e
y

 

have learned during the 
s
c
h

o
o

l y
e

a
r
. T

h
e

y
 c

la
im

 

th
a

t s
u

m
m

e
r
 w

o
r
k

 p
r
o

-

vides a w
ay for students 

to
 

k
e

e
p

 
le

s
s
o

n
s
 

p
r
e

-

viously 
taught 

during 
th

e
 s

c
h

o
o

l y
e

a
r
 fr

e
s
h

 in
 

th
e

ir
 m

in
d

s
. 

 
“I 

absolutely 
a

g
r
e

e
 th

a
t th

r
e

e
 m

o
n

th
s
 

is
 a

 lo
n

g
 tim

e
 to

 n
o

t d
o

 

anything. T
hat said, I’m

 
not sure this idea of giv

-

in
g

 
w

o
r
k

b
o

o
k

s
 
a

n
d

 
p

a
g

e
s
 
a

n
d

 
p

a
g

e
s
 

of 
handouts 

w
orks,” 

D
enise 

Pope, 
s
e

n
io

r
 

le
c
tu

r
e

r
 

a
t 

S
ta

n
d

fo
r
d

 
U

n
i-

versity and co-founder of C
hallenge 

S
u

c
c
e

s
s
, s

a
id

 in
 a

n
 N

e
w

 Y
o

r
k

 T
im

e
s
 

S
u

m
m

e
r
 H

o
m

e
w

o
r
k
: N

o
t
 s

o
 H

o
t

“If they m
isbehave in class they 

shouldn’t have [their phone], but if 
they are trustw

orthy I think they can 
use it responsibly.”
-A

ru
n

 R
u

cker (6
)

“I’m
 ok w

ith m
iddle schoolers having 

phones and using social m
edia. I 

really don’t care.”
-M

ollly O
w

en
s (8

)

“U
sing the phones in school inter

-

feres w
ith the school w

ifi, and that 
n

e
e

d
s
 to

 b
e

 u
s
e

d
 fo

r
 e

d
u

c
a

tio
n

a
l 

purposes.”
-W

esley M
cC

oy (7)

b
y F

ran
kie G

rasso-C
lay

W
ith an increase in both the use and num

ber of phones in the last few
 years, it only m

akes sense that the increase has also affected students. W
ith this increase, 

com
es w

orry as to w
hether they should be allow

ed at school or not. B
oth sides have evidence backing up their respective sides and can give an argum

ent w
orth 

hearing. H
ere are tw

o view
s on w

hether phones should be allow
ed at school.

article. “T
here’s not a buy-in from

 the 
[kids]. In order for any learning to be 
r
e

ta
in

e
d

, th
e

r
e

 h
a

s
 to

 b
e

 e
n

g
a

g
e

m
e

n
t 

on the part of the students.” Pope ex
-

plains that students need the “A
B

C
s 

of 
engagem

ent,” 
w

h
ic

h
 

m
e

a
n

s
 

th
e

y
’r

e
 

engaged 
aff

ectively, 
behaviorally and cog

-

nitively. “If they’re in
-

trinsically 
m

otivated, 
th

e
n

 th
e

y
’ll w

a
n

t to
 d

o
 

[sum
m

er w
ork],” Pope 

s
a

id
.  

 
W

h
a

t 
a

r
e

 
th

e
 
c
h

a
n

c
-

e
s
 
th

a
t 

a
 
s
tu

d
e

n
t 

w
ill 

be 
overjoyed 

at 
the 

p
r
o

s
p

e
c
t 

o
f 

s
u

m
m

e
r
 

h
o

m
e

w
o

r
k

 a
n

d
 c

h
o

o
s
e

 

to w
rite essays rather than enjoying 

q
u

a
lity

 tim
e

 w
ith

 fr
ie

n
d

s
 a

n
d

 fa
m

ily
?
 

In addition, sum
m

er hom
ew

ork not 
o

n
ly

 
p

r
e

s
s
u

r
e

s
 
s
tu

d
e

n
ts

 
b

u
t 

p
a

r
e

n
ts

 

as w
ell. A

ccording to Pope, teachers 

expect students to have “system
at-

ic practice” w
ith their schoolw

ork. 
H

ow
ever, an adult is necessary for 

supervising that kind of disciplined 
w

ork. “It’s not like a kid can do that 
on his ow

n,” she said. “So, it puts a 
burden m

ore on the parents.” T
he 

r
e

a
lity

 is
 th

a
t m

a
n

y
 s

tu
d

e
n

ts
 c

a
n

’t 

d
e

p
e

n
d

 
o

n
 

th
e

ir
 

fa
m

ily
 

fo
r
 

h
e

lp
 

w
ith

 s
u

m
m

e
r
 h

o
m

e
w

o
r
k

, a
n

d
 th

e
y

 

a
r
e

 u
n

a
b

le
 to

 tu
r
n

 to
 a

 te
a

c
h

e
r
 fo

r
 

h
e

lp
. 

  
Furtherm

ore, sum
m

er va
-

cation is a tim
e for kids to experi-

e
n

c
e

 th
e

 o
u

ts
id

e
 w

o
r
ld

 a
n

d
 c

o
n

n
e

c
t 

w
ith

 o
th

e
r
s
, a

 g
o

a
l m

a
d

e
 m

o
r
e

 d
if-

ficult to achieve w
hile sitting in the 

confines of a bedroom
 w

ith a stack 
of sum

m
er hom

ew
ork. Sum

m
er va

-

c
a

tio
n

 is
 a

 tim
e

 fo
r
 s

tu
d

e
n

ts
 to

 e
n

-

joy them
selves, not for problem

atic 
w

o
r
k

s
h

e
e

ts
 

a
n

d
 

s
tr

e
s
s
fu

l 
r
e

a
d

in
g

 

lists. It’s tim
e to put the hom

ew
ork  

d
o

w
n

 a
n

d
 ta

k
e

 o
u

r
 s

u
m

m
e

r
s
 b

a
c
k

.

“I think that it [the phone] is over
-

used. E
very day I see lots of people 

texting and calling. It needs to be 
used less.”
-C

ryu
s K

u
h

n
 (6

)

M
id

d
le

 S
c
h

o
o
le

r
s
 a

n
d

 P
h

o
n

e
s
: D

o
 t

h
e
y
 m

ix
?

“
There has to 
be engage-
m

ent on the 
part of the stu-

dents”
D

en
ise Po

p
e,

senior lecturer at  
Stanford
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p
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b
y

 S
a

r
a

h
 C

a
t
a

la
n

o

W
aking up at the crack of daw

n to hurry off to first-period class seem
s norm

al 
for Pine V

iew
 high schoolers, but w

hat about m
iddle schoolers? C

urrently, Pine 
V

iew
 elem

entary through m
iddle school students start school at 9:15 am

. U
p-

perclassm
en (11th and 12th graders) m

ust attend on the early schedule, starting 
at 7:21 am

. H
ow

ever, freshm
en and sophom

ores have the option to attend on 
either. Should m

iddle-schoolers also have this option? H
ere’s w

hat the students 
think.

“Yes a lot of kids com
e to school early 

anyw
ay w

ith their siblings…
W

hen 
I w

as in m
iddle school m

y brother 
and I cam

e at 7:00 and I w
as bored. 

I m
ade friends, but I could have been 

taking class.” 
-
G

r
a

c
e

 K
im

, (
9

)

“N
o, the transition from

 m
iddle 

school to high school is diffi
cult, 

one of the reasons being because 
of the earlier start tim

e. G
oing 

through that in the transition from
 

elem
entary to m

iddle school w
ould 

be too m
uch for 10-11 year-olds 

entering sixth grade, especially 
since the younger you are, the 
m

ore you need sleep. I think it’s a 
bad idea to m

ake it an option.”
-
F

a
r

r
a

h
 C

a
v

u
s

 (
1
0

)

Sh
o
u

ld
 m

id
d

le sch
o
o
lers 

b
e ab

le to
 start early

?

“N
o, it is very beneficial to start at 

9:00. You get m
ore sleep. I don’t 

get enough sleep to start at 7:00 as 
a junior, so a can’t im

agine [having 
the early schedule as] a tw

elve-
year-old.”
-
M

e
g

a
n

 H
a

r
t
n

e
t
t
 (

1
1
)
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Finals, the cap on the school 

year, the goal w
hich the entire educa-

tional slog has been training us for, 
are alm

ost over. T
he school system

 
m

ay w
ant us to believe that finals and 

standardized tests are im
portant and 

valuable, but not everyone agrees on 
the extent of their eff

ectiveness.
 

Finals and standardized tests 
are redundant. Students have to take 
plenty of unit tests or chapter tests all 
throughout the school year to gauge 
their know

ledge. T
hose unit or chap-

ter 
tests 

aff
ect 

students’ 
quarterly 

grades, w
hich are a suffi

cent bench-
m

ark to tell how
 w

ell they absorbed 
the inform

ation. A
 huge test at the 

end of the year should not be able to 
aff

ect a student’s grade so excessive-
ly. In som

e classes, 
the E

O
C

 counts as 
30 percent of a stu-
dent’s 

final 
grade! 

A
 

student’s 
entire 

year 
could 

be 
in 

jeopardy 
because 

of a single bad day 
near 

the 
end 

of 
school.
 

Som
e 

ar-
gue that standardized tests provide 
accurate assessm

ent of a student’s 
know

ledge. H
ow

ever, an article from
 

new
spaper SeattlePi states that, “A

c-
cording to M

ueller, [a professor at 
N

orth C
entral C

ollege], standardized 
assessm

ents only require test takers 
to recognize or recall inform

ation. 
A

uthentic assessm
ents, on the other 

hand, often ask students to analyze, 
synthesize and apply w

hat they have 
learned in a substantial m

anner, and 
students create new

 m
eaning in the 

process.” 
Standardized 

tests 
aren’t 

the best w
ay to judge a student’s ana-

lytical or interpretive capabilities.
 

Finals 
also 

have 
a 

nasty 
side-eff

ect: 
stress. 

Pine 
V

iew
 

stu-
dents are already intim

ately fam
il-

iar w
ith the concept of school-based 

stress w
ithout adding on top of it a 

G
PA

-destroying test. A
 2015 study 

from
 H

arvard cites that 61 percent 
of responding school psychologists 

b
y

 J
a

c
k

 R
i
e

s

 
Finals, the cap on the school 

year, the goal w
hich the entire educa-

tional slog has been training us for, 
are alm

ost over. T
he school system

 
m

ay w
ant us to believe that finals and 

standardized tests are im
portant and 

valuable, but not everyone agrees on 
the extent of their eff

ectiveness.
 

Finals and standardized tests 
are redundant. Students have to take 
plenty of unit tests or chapter tests all 
throughout the school year to gauge 
their know

ledge. T
hose unit or chap-

ter 
tests 

aff
ect 

students’ 
quarterly 

grades, w
hich are a suffi

cent bench-
m

ark to tell how
 w

ell they absorbed 
the inform

ation. A
 huge test at the 

end of the year should not be able to 
aff

ect a student’s grade so excessive-
ly. In som

e classes, 
the E

O
C

 counts as 
30 percent of a stu-
dent’s 

final 
grade! 

A
 

student’s 
entire 

year 
could 

be 
in 

jeopardy 
because 

of a single bad day 
near 

the 
end 

of 
school.
 

Som
e 

ar-
gue that standardized tests provide 
accurate assessm

ent of a student’s 
know

ledge. H
ow

ever, an article from
 

new
spaper SeattlePi states that, “A

c-
cording to M

ueller, [a professor at 
N

orth C
entral C

ollege], standardized 
assessm

ents only require test takers 
to recognize or recall inform

ation. 
A

uthentic assessm
ents, on the other 

hand, often ask students to analyze, 
synthesize and apply w

hat they have 
learned in a substantial m

anner, and 
students create new

 m
eaning in the 

process.” 
Standardized 

tests 
aren’t 

the best w
ay to judge a student’s ana-

lytical or interpretive capabilities.
 

Finals 
also 

have 
a 

nasty 
side-eff

ect: 
stress. 

Pine 
V

iew
 

stu-
dents are already intim

ately fam
il-

iar w
ith the concept of school-based 

stress w
ithout adding on top of it a 

G
PA

-destroying test. A
 2015 study 

from
 H

arvard cites that 61 percent 
of responding school psychologists 

in N
ew

 York felt that levels of test 
anxiety have risen since the advent of 
C

om
m

on C
ore aligned assessm

ents. 
A

s they start feeling the pressure and 
stress, kids cram

 and cram
, study-

ing around the clock, force-feeding 
their brains dry inform

ation. M
any 

students try to alleviate this pressure 
w

ith countless caff
einated beverages, 

rendering them
 jittery and exhaust-

ed. 
 

O
n top of this, the end of 

school is stressful w
ithout tests. T

here 
is usually a m

ultitude of projects or 
essays, all due in the sam

e m
onth. 

C
om

bined, this can create a horrible, 
sleep-deprived environm

ent for the 
last w

eek of school w
hen kids should 

be celebrating their achievem
ents. 

 
Finals 

also 
don’t take into ac-
count any external 
influences, 

such 
as 

hom
e 

life 
or 

testing 
abilities. 

M
any 

students 
m

ay have parents 
w

ho 
can’t 

help 
them

 study or buy 
them

 school sup-
plies. It is unfair to judge students on 
som

ething that m
ay be out of their 

control entirely. W
hen som

ething so 
im

portant to your grade is happening 
in a span of tw

o hours over one or 
tw

o days, there are m
any things that 

could go aw
ry. T

he student could be 
sick, and have to test on the m

ake-
up days. T

heir dog m
ay have died, 

and they m
ight be in a grief-stricken 

trance. T
hey could have gotten into 

an argum
ent w

ith their parents, and 
be very sad. T

hey could have just w
o-

ken up on the w
rong side of the bed. 

A
ll of this creates the possibility that 

a tw
o-day test, w

hich is so im
portant, 

m
ay not actually be a true assesm

ent 
of w

hat a student has learned.
 

Standardized 
T

ests 
and 

fi-
nals 

need to go. T
hey suck the 

creativity out of the curriculum
 and 

cause 
students 

unecessary 
stress. 

O
verall, finals and standardized tests 

deserve an F.

in N
ew

 York felt that levels of test 
anxiety have risen since the advent of 
C

om
m

on C
ore aligned assessm

ents. 
A

s they start feeling the pressure and 
stress, kids cram

 and cram
, study-

ing around the clock, force-feeding 
their brains dry inform

ation. M
any 

students try to alleviate this pressure 
w

ith countless caff
einated beverages, 

rendering them
 jittery and exhaust-

ed. 
 

O
n top of this, the end of 

school is stressful w
ithout tests. T

here 
is usually a m

ultitude of projects or 
essays, all due in the sam

e m
onth. 

C
om

bined, this can create a horrible, 
sleep-deprived environm

ent for the 
last w

eek of school w
hen kids should 

be celebrating their achievem
ents. 

 
Finals 

also 
don’t take into ac-
count any external 
influences, 

such 
as 

hom
e 

life 
or 

testing 
abilities. 

M
any 

students 
m

ay have parents 
w

ho 
can’t 

help 
them

 study or buy 
them

 school sup-
plies. It is unfair to judge students on 
som

ething that m
ay be out of their 

control entirely. W
hen som

ething so 
im

portant to your grade is happening 
in a span of tw

o hours over one or 
tw

o days, there are m
any things that 

could go aw
ry. T

he student could be 
sick, and have to test on the m

ake-
up days. T

heir dog m
ay have died, 

and they m
ight be in a grief-stricken 

trance. T
hey could have gotten into 

an argum
ent w

ith their parents, and 
be very sad. T

hey could have just w
o-

ken up on the w
rong side of the bed. 

A
ll of this creates the possibility that 

a tw
o-day test, w

hich is so im
portant, 

m
ay not actually be a true assesm

ent 
of w

hat a student has learned.
 

Standardized 
T

ests 
and 

fi-
nals 

need to go. T
hey suck the 

creativity out of the curriculum
 and 

cause 
students 

unecessary 
stress. 

O
verall, finals and standardized tests 

deserve an F.

Fin
als p

u
t to

 th
e test
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pinion

 ]
A

 huge test at the end 
of the year should not 
be able to affect a stu-
dent’s grade so exces-

sively.
[


