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by Haleigh Brown
Match Editor-in-Chief

Build On, an international organiza-
tion that has established a chapter on Pine 
View's campus, has a distinct goal of build-
ing a better future for America's youth while 
constructing schools in the world's poorest 
countries. Sponsored by middle-school math 
teacher Summer Grantham, this is the first 
year that Pine View has its own Build On 
club.

Build On, a four-star charity, creates 
a platform for schools around the world, 
where both males and females are given the 
right to an education. A 
four-star ranking is the 
highest ranking a charity 
may receive for exceeding 
industry standards and 
outperforming most other 
charities related to a simi-
lar cause. Being approved 
as the school-wide service 
project for this school year, 
the club hopes to earn up 
to $15,000 to fund its trip 
to Haiti. In Haiti, 15 of 
the club's members will 
have the opportunity to 
build a school for a local 
community over spring 
break. 

Although it takes a total of $30,000 
to build these schools, the Give Something 
Back International Foundation (GSBI) — 
an educational organization that funds K-12 
education for those that are disadvantaged as 
well as builds and renovates schools in rural 
areas — has offered to match the price of do-
nations Pine View raises for Build On.

Grantham first got involved in Build 
On five years ago through her friend, Sar-
ah Soboleski. Soboleski introduced the idea 
to Grantham and her friends, and encour-
aged each of them to raise and donate $200 
to building a school in Haiti. Since then, 
Grantham brought the club to Pine View 
and invited tenth-grader Madeline Smith to 
be the president. 

Smith's parents had gone to Haiti be-

fore Smith was born to do medical mission 
work in an orphanage. When her parents shared 
their stories with Smith, "It truly inspired me," 
Smith said. She proceeded to visit Haiti when 
she was in the seventh grade and has had a pas-
sion for helping efforts there ever since.

"I hope to enlighten people about life 
outside of Sarasota County and to show ev-
eryone how our normality of life can highly 
contrast those in other countries. With our 
stability and assurance in our lives, we should 
help our global neighbors in achieving these 
attributes to life," Smith said.

“[Smith] is deeply insightful and wise be-
yond her years,” Grantham 
said. “She is so kind and 
responsible, and I truly 
believe that she has the 
potential to change the 
world.”

Meeting for the first 
time Aug. 29, Build On in-
tends to continue meeting 
every other Tuesday and 
invites all who would like 
to help in these efforts. Its 
first meeting consisted of 
20 members from grades 
9 through 12, and two sev-
enth-graders. 

The club is currently 
focused on spreading its 

message as well as making sure all the members 
understand the depth of their efforts by split-
ting the club into interest groups. These groups 
were focused on topics like access to clean wa-
ter or education around the world. Build On 
intends to extend its services to other countries 
in need, such as Venezuela and Nicaragua, de-
pending on the success of raising funds this 
year.

In order to also benefit the local com-
munity, the club is also organizing medical and 
school supply drives. Smith also established to 
schedule events and be involved in volunteering 
throughout the community.

“All you need to do is ask. When each 
person from a classroom can bring in $20, it 
can make the biggest difference on someone’s 
entire life and education,” Grantham said.
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by Melissa Santoyo
Opinion Editor

Venezuela: a country of 
bountiful biodiversity, beaches and 
rich Latin culture. To the outsider, 
it may appear to be a paradise. In 
today’s modern regime, however, 
the nation is 
heavy with po-
litical upheaval. 
Residents are at 
war with their 
g o v e r n m e n t , 
and have been 
since the in-
auguration of 
president Nico-
las Máduro in 
2013. In order 
to both raise 
awareness about 
the hostile sit-
uation and also 
assist destitute 
Ve n e z u e l a n s , 
eleventh-grad-
er Jade Goyette will be hosting a 
school-wide donation drive this 
November.

Máduro was inducted into 
office while Venezuela was still con-
sidered a democracy, but since then 
the government has taken a turn 
for the worse. The president incit-
ed a state of crisis with his political 
reforms, and during his most recent 
run for re-election, he hosted a po-
litical coup thereby banishing the 
only other presidential candidate 

from the country. Revolutionary 
protests and violence seem to have 
reached fever pitch as the nation 
appears to tear itself apart.

“The people of Venezue-
la need donations,” Goyette said. 
“They don’t have access to soap, 

water, food, clothing 
… Anything that you 
would need to have a 
sustainable life, the 
people of Venezuela 
do not have.”

The drive will 
involve all grade 
levels, and dona-
tion boxes will be 
placed in English 
classrooms for stu-
dents and teachers 
to place supplies in. 
Elementary, mid-
dle and high school 
grade levels will be 
rewarded for their 
efforts with different 

variations of prizes depending on 
which class amasses the most sup-
plies. “The elementary school stu-
dents will get a donut party for the 
best decorated box, and the mid-
dle- and high-schoolers will get a 
donut party for the largest amount 
of supplies per English classroom,” 
Goyette said. These donations can 
range from anything from toiletries 
to first-aid essentials.
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“A n y t h i n g 
that you would 
need to have 
a sustainable 
life, the people 
of Venezuela 
do not have.”

Jade Goyette,
grade 11

Club collaborates with Pine View to 
fund a new school in Haiti

School teams with club to

“ I hope to 
enlighten 

people about 
life outside 
of Sarasota 

County.”
Madeline Smith,

grade 10
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From left to right, Build On member and eleventh-grader Jade Goyette, math teacher 
and project sponsor Summer Grantham, and tenth-grader and Build On president 
Madeline Smith pose for a photo. PHOTO BY CATE ALVARO, GRAPHIC BY SUZANNE BROWN



to help. The crisis in Venezuela 
is also a facet of education Ger-
lek-Rzepka is eager to add in her 
curriculum, so that students are 

encouraged to see what is happen-
ing in South American countries 
and potentially take action them-
selves.

Goyette is also planning a ral-
ly at the start of the drive to fur-
ther educate students on the crisis 
Venezuela faces today. “We will 
try to have a few speakers speak 
about the topic, some musicians… 
[something to] get the school mo-
tivated to help Venezuela,” she 
said.

Goyette’s drive serves not 
only as a way of assisting a nation 
in need, but also inspiring fellow 
classmates to contribute to the 
cause. Eleventh-grader Izabel-
la Smith said, “I think it is really 
awesome to see people around me, 
especially people I know, helping 
those in need. This is a great op-
portunity to put yourself in action, 
contribute to an important cause 
and boost awareness about it.”

IN BRIEF

by Sana Rahman
Editor-in-Chief

Pine View Speech and De-
bate team competed at the annual 
Yale Invitational Tournament Sept. 
15 to Sept. 17 in New Haven, Con-
neticut, for the sixth year in a row.  
This year the team took 18 students 
and left with four students having 
advanced past preliminary rounds.

Within debate events, elev-
enth-graders Gopi and Shivni Pa-
tel advanced to triple-octofinals 
in Public Forum Debate, while 
twelfth-grader Rachel Kalm-
onovich finished off the tourna-
ment by making it to semifinals in 
Congressional Debate.

Among those who competed 

in speech events, twelfth-grader 
Harris Lichtenstein made it to fi-
nals, coming in sixth place out of a 
total of 114 competitors in Origi-
nal Oratory.

“Whether in speech events 
or debate events, anyone can see 
that the students really put in ef-
fort to go the extra degree, which 
is why our Speech and Debate 
team remains not only a signa-
ture club at Pine View, but also a 
team recognized across the nation 
for its skill, leadership and pres-
tige,” Speech and Debate president 
twelfth-grader Ali Ahmed said. 
“The Yale tournament is only the 
beginning to a year of success and 
honor for Speech and Debate.”

Speech and Debate students 
advance at Yale tournament

National Spanish Honor Society 
aims to help ESOL students
by Sarah Mihm
Managing Editor

The National Spanish Honor 
Society has restarted its English as 
a Second Language (ESOL) out-
reach in which club members tu-
tor Spanish-speaking elementary 
students at Wilkinson Elementary 
School. Many of these children 
are from families that speak lit-
tle to no English; the goal of the 
program is to help increase these 
students' English proficiency in 
order to allow them to reach the 
same learning objectives as native 
English speakers.

Alumnus Jose Perez started 
this program last year at Fruitville 
Elementary, where his mother is 
a teacher. Current President and 
twelfth-grader Hadleigh Schwartz 
moved the tutoring to Wilkinson 
Elementary for greater participa-
tion by Pine View Students due to 
its closer proximity to Osprey.

The tutors help with read-

ing English and Spanish books, as 
well as assisting with the students' 
homework. Often the teachers 
of these students know little to 
no Spanish, greatly hurting the 
learning potential of ESOL stu-
dents. This program benefits not 
only the Wilkinson Elementary 
Students, but also the Pine View 
students as they practice speaking 
Spanish.

“We have been talking with 
the ESOL liaison at Wilkinson 
and we think that the program 
will become increasingly effective. 
We will reach even more kids and 
form more meaningful relation-
ships,” Schwartz said.

The outreach had its first 
day Oct. 9 with Pine View stu-
dents being paired and tutoring 
their individual Wilkinson ele-
mentary students for an hour. This 
will continue every other Monday, 
with hopes of the program grow-
ing to a weekly basis.

by Melissa Santoyo
Opinion Editor

While attending her first 
Peace Jam conference last March, 
Goyette became aware of the sit-
uation Venezuela was in. She was 
inspired after hearing a graduate 
student from Florida State Uni-
versity speak out about her expe-
riences in both the U.S. and Ven-
ezuela. Goyette soon decided to 
take action and sought the help 

of world language teacher Patricia 
Gerlek-Rzepka.

“I’m happy to work with her,” 
Gerlek-Rzepka said. “She is com-
passionate about working with the 
people of Venezuela.” 

To spread word of the drive, 
Gerlek-Rzepka allowed Goyette to 
visit her students and give a short 
presentation concerning the situa-
tion surrounding the Venezuelan 
people and why it is important 

Student aspires to advocate 
and support a nation in need

continued from page 1

Eleventh-grader Jade Goyette researches information re-
garding Venezuela on her computer. Goyette is currently 
working with Spanish teacher Patricia Gerlek-Rzepka to 
start a fundraiser for Venezuela. 
PHOTO BY MELISSA SANTOYO
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“This is a great 
opportunity 
to put your-

self in action, 
contribute to 
an important 

cause and 
boost 

awareness 
about it.”

Izabella Smith,
grade 11



by Tricia Saputera
Asst. Match Editor

New teacher Charles Carney 
has no shortness of excitement for 
his teaching career at Pine View,  
his students nad the staff and 
parents he has yet to work with. 
Teaching AP Macroeconomics, 
AP Comparative Government 
and seventh-grade civics, Carney 
brings fresh enthusiasm and 
ideas to his classroom.

A sixth-gen-
eration Florid-
ian, Carney 
a t t e n d e d 
Venice High 
School, the 
same school 
his parents 
a t t e n d e d . 
Interestingly, 
he had Pine 
View teacher Dr. 
Rice as his eighth-
grade history teach-
er at Venice Mid-
dle School. “I saw 
her during teacher 
work week, while getting ready for 
the school year, and I thought she 
looked familiar,” Carney said.

Carney graduated from Flor-
ida Atlantic University and was of-
fered a teaching position at Boca 
Prep International School in Boca 
Raton. Five years later, he moved 
to teach social studies at North 
Port High School and helped start 
the University of Cambridge Ad-
vanced International Certificate of 
Education (AICE) program there; 
the AICE program is an interna-
tionally-recognized program that, 
with required classes and exams, 
earns a student a separate AICE 
diploma and, potentially, college 
credits.

Carney’s fourth-grade 
daughter Lucianna and eighth-
grade son Jaxon currently attend 
Pine View. “It’s nice, in the way 

that if there was an emergency, at 
least I would have a parent,” Jaxon 
said. This made it easier for Car-
ney to transition into Pine View, 
already knowing Pine View’s ac-
ademic standards and rigor as a 
parent.

Inside his classroom, Car-
ney hopes to incorporate visible 
learning, a learning method that 

helps students understand 
the purpose of the 

given lesson, when 
teaching his stu-

dents. “He’s a 
good teacher 
that really 
cares about 
his students 
and tries to 
tie in current 

events like 
senior Friday 

themes into the 
topic we’re learn-
ing,” twelfth-grad-
er Maya Harris, a 
student in Carney’s 
AP Macroeconom-

ics class, said.
Outside of teaching, Carney 

enjoys listening to music, play-
ing the bass guitar, and working 
in his yard. He also likes going to 
concerts and music festivals, such 
as Levitate Music and Arts Festi-
val in Marshfield, Mass., and the 
Sunshine Music Festival in St. Pe-
tersburg, Fla. Regarding his move 
to the school, “I just want to make 
a smooth transition [into Pine 
View], fit in and be a part of it,” 
Carney said.

Overall, according to Carney, 
his job as a teacher and is the per-
fect profession for him. “I didn’t go 
into another profession and then 
fall back on education, and I’m not 
looking to go anywhere else. I al-
ways liked to be around academics. 
I like the learning and love to read, 
so it’s a perfect fit,” he said.

Charles Carney
by Suzanne Brown
Asst. Editor-in-Chief

For Algerian native and new 
French teacher Dr. Schahrazede 
Longou, her motto “c’est mon 
monde,” or, “it is my world,” rings 
true for the classroom — a space 
she has called home for most of 
her life.

After a brief visit to Pine 
View in March, Longou was im-
mediately in-
terested in the 
school. Despite 
formerly being a 
college professor, 
Longou was eager 
to return to teach-
ing younger ages, 
as she previous-
ly taught middle 
and high school 
students in Alge-
ria for 14 years. 
She now teaches 
both French II 
and French IV.

“She is very well liked by her 
students,” French teacher Diana 
Siwicka said. “She has a lot to offer 
as far as cultural perspective.”

Born and raised in Alge-
ria, Longou is a native speaker of 
both Arabic and French. In her 
early childhood, Longou initially 
steered toward the medical field, 
yet, due to her love for the French 
language and culture, she later re-
alized her skill set better served 
her in teaching.

Following the Algerian 
teaching system, Longou com-
pleted two years of study at a lo-
cal college to earn her Teaching 
Certificate, qualifying her to teach 
in lower-level classrooms. Right 
away she began teaching French 
at a middle school for nine years. 
“The first time I taught a class, it 
clicked,” she said.

Longou was quickly pro-
moted to teaching high school 

for four years, even before receiv-
ing her bachelor’s. “You have it or 
you don’t. It’s different from other 
jobs,” she said. She later decided 
to go back to school, earning her 
bachelor’s in Teaching French as a 
Second Language at the Universi-
ty of Soumâa. She returned for a 
final year of teaching high school 
in Algeria before leaving to France 
to prepare for her master’s degree 
with an internship.

H o w e v e r , 
due to political 
reasons and the 
state of the Al-
gerian civil war, 
Longou decided 
not to return to 
her home coun-
try after stay-
ing in France. “I 
saw myself as a 
woman who was 
threatened,” Lon-
gou said, speaking 
of the politi-

cal turmoil her country 
faced. “I was teach-
ing French, the 
language of 
the coloniz-
er… I was 
not wearing 
the Islamic 
clothing. I 
was not fol-
lowing what 
the conser-
vatives and 
fundamentalists 
were telling us to 
do.” As a result, she 
moved to the United 
States in 1997.

As an immigrant, Longou 
gained her fluency in English 
purely by observing the culture 
and learning from experience. Af-
ter the completion of her master’s 
degree, Longou became a visiting 
instructor at Illinois College be-

fore returning as a graduate teach-
ing assistant at the University of 
Iowa.

Longou decided to pursue 
her PhD in French at the Univer-
sity of Iowa, with a specialization 
in contemporary Algerian women 
writers. She was later appointed as 
an Assistant Professor of French 
and Francophone Studies at Knox 
College, a liberal arts college in 
Iowa, where she taught for nine 
years.

As Longou furthered her 
career, she found herself at a cross-
road. “When you have two differ-
ent tasks, the classroom and the 
research, you cannot focus on both 
of them,” she said. Ultimately, she 
pursued a focus on students, dis-
covering her place at Pine View.

In the classroom, Longou 
brings years of college-level and 
cultural experience, speaking in 
fluent French to her students and 
introducing them to a cultural cur-

riculum that would normally be 
overlooked.

E l e v -
enth-grader and 

French student 
G e n e v i e v e 
Dilan said, 
“She’s a re-
ally good 
teacher. I 
think of 
the [French 

teachers] she’s 
coming after, 

and she definite-
ly fills the spot very 

well.”
As for the 

future, Lon-
gou hopes to make Pine View a 
long-lasting home. “I feel like I 
really got what I was looking for, 
this environment, being with the 
students. I feel like I’m in a fam-
ily,” she said. “I see the rest of my 
career here.”

Dr. Schahrazede Longou

by Manny Rea
Sci-Tech Editor

Bringing her passion for edu-
cation back to her alma mater, sixth- 
and seventh-grade English teacher 
Elizabeth Loyer is beginning her 
first year as a Pine View teacher.

A Pine View alumna, Loyer 
graduated in 2011 after attending 
Pine View for six years. She previ-
ously lived in Medina, Ohio, before 
moving with her family to 
Sarasota to come to 
Pine View start-
ing in seventh 
grade.

L oye r 
moved on to 
attend the 
University 
of South 
F l o r i d a 
(USF), where 
she earned 
her bachelor’s 
degree in English 
and Mathematics, and 
her master’s degree in 
English compostion 
and rhetoric. She first 
found interest in teaching after 
developing an appreciation for the 
work her school teachers put out, 
as well as a love for the learning 
environment. “I really enjoyed the 
[school] atmosphere and I wanted 
to continue to have it, except now 
from the opposite side of the class-
room,” Loyer said.

Loyer began her education 
career at USF as a 
professor of En-
glish Composition 
I and II as well as 
of Visual Rheto-
ric — rhetoric that 
is concentrated on 
visual design prac-
tices in media. Now 
as a middle-school 
teacher, Loyer has 
noticed similari-
ties and differences 
between the high-
ly-contrasted levels 
of academics. “Col-
lege is adults, so the 
attitude towards 
school is different and the respon-
sibilities in their lives are greater 
because they have so much more 
going on,” Loyer said. “…You would 
also only seeing [students] a couple 
of times [a week]. I am looking for-
ward throughout the course of this 
school year to see my students grow 

a lot more.”
Having prior exposure to the 

school, Loyer has noticed consid-
erable changes since her time here. 
“When I was here six years ago it 
was still under [former principal] 
Mr. Largo, so now the entire admin-
istration has changed and a lot of the 
older teachers have also left,” Loyer 
said. She also cited the many new 
portables, renovations and room 

changes as a difference from 
the school she remem-

bers. “I think what 
is weirdest for 

me is that some 
of the subjects 
have changed 
bui ldings , ” 
she said. 
“Science is 
now in two 

buildings, and 
math has been 

moved around 
which is different 

from before.”
Loyer is excited 

to revisit some of Pine 
View’s classic events. 

She was most looking forward to 
the Pine View Fair in October. She 
said that it was nott only a fond ex-
perience for her in the past, but that 
the fair will offer more amusement 
for her now as other former alumni 
are coming to enjoy it with her this 
year.

According to Loyer, one new 
and interesting situation for Loyer 

is working along-
side some of her 
former teachers. 
“It is really inter-
esting to be on the 
same side with Dr. 
Dean, Ms. Shan-
non, Mr. Wiley 
and a lot of the 
Spanish teachers 
here,” she said. 
Initially, Loyer felt 
she was viewed as 
a former student, 
but now has said 
that teachers have 
become support-
ive and happy to 

have her on staff.
While the school may have 

shifted around physically, its inimi-
table atmosphere remains prevalent 
for Loyer. “It’s very familiar and 
nostalgic to be back,” Loyer said. 
“Everyone has been very welcom-
ing; it’s wonderful.”

Pine View welcomes new
teachers to campus

While some of last year’s long-
standing staff members retired, a new 
wave of seventh- through twelfth-grade 
teachers are looking to call Pine View 
home. As some new teachers return as 
Pine View alumni, and others see Flori-
da for the first time, each of these seven 
featured teachers has a story to tell.

Elizabeth Loyer

by Brianna Nelson
Asst. Opinion Editor

Math teacher Lauren Leigh-
ton is ready to introduce a new 
perspective to her Al-
gebra II students 
as she joins 
the Pine 
View staff. 
Bringing 
enthusi-
asm to 
m a t h e -
m a t i c s , 
she con-
tinues to 
prove her 
dedicat ion 
to both her 
students and ca-
reer.

Born in 
upstate New 
York, Leighton graduated with a 
bachelor’s degree in business man-
agement at Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute and a master’s degree in 
education at Northeastern Uni-
versity. She worked as a math 
teacher at Nausat Regional High 
School in Cape Cod, Mass. as well 
as Manatee School for the Arts in 
Palmetto, Fla. prior to coming to 
Pine View.

Before teaching, she worked 

for a few years writing contracts 
for Lockheed Martin — an aero-
space company — but felt that 
it did not suit her. Instead, she 

decided to work as a substi-
tute teacher in Saratoga 

Springs, N.Y., falling 
in love with teaching 

and returned to 
college to study 
education.

With her 
father and older 
sister 
b o t h 

b e i n g 
t e a c h -

ers in 
M a s s a -

chusetts and 
S a r a t o g a 
S p r i n g s , 
L e i g h t o n 

wanted to follow a sim-
ilar career path. Now 
that she is a teacher, 
she loves working with 
high school students. 
“I think that they’re at 
a really pivotal point in their life 
where they are starting to find out 
what they want to do,” Leighton 
said. “I like to keep any enthusiasm 
that students might have for math-
ematically inclined career paths.”

Lauren Leighton

“I really feel 
strongly that 

Pine View is the 
absolute best fit 

for me.”
Lauren Leighton,

math teacher

Leighton decided to ap-
ply to Pine View after research-
ing a U.S. News article regarding 
school rankings, discovering that 
it was the best high school in the 
state. Now, she is adjusting to Pine 
View’s culture and environment 
and says that the staff and students 
have been very welcoming. “I love 
teaching at Pine View,” she said. 
“I think this school is any teach-
er’s dream. It’s such a pleasure to 
walk into a classroom full of really 

bright, eager 
and coopera-
tive students.”

Leigh-
ton’s student, 
ninth-grad-
er Moriya 
White, said, 
“My favorite 
thing about 
Ms. Leigh-
ton’s teaching 
style is that 
it’s thorough 
and gives you 
an in-depth 

understanding of any topic you are 
in.”

“I really feel strongly that 
Pine View is the absolute best fit 
for me,” Leighton said. “I just feel 
so fortunate to be here.”

“I feel like I 
really got what 

I was looking 

for.”
Dr. Schahrazede 

Longou,
French teacher
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“It’s very familiar 
and nostalgic to 
be back. Every-

one has been
very welcoming; 

it’s wonderful .”
Elizabeth Loyer,
English teacher



teacher Connie Swikle’s class.
After graduating from UF,  

Shea applied to Pine View because 
he knew that students here 

are always eager to 
seek more knowl-

edge. He learned 
that he had 
received the 
position of 
an English 
t e a c h e r 
Aug. 10, 
the Thurs-

day prior to 
school open-

ing.
Since the 

beginning of the 
school year, Shea has 
already encountered 
several of his former 

teachers. “So far, I think all of my 
former teachers have remembered 
me, for better or for worse. I have 
not had to say to anyone yet, ‘you 
had me in your class, don’t you re-
member?’ That hasn’t happened,” he 
said.

Despite being familiar with 
Pine View, Shea 
finds it odd to be 
back. “It’s simulta-
neously very familiar 
and very weird. Also, 
it is very weird to call 
anybody by their first 
name,” he said. “It’s 
easier with teach-
ers who were hired 
since I have left, 
but it’s very strange 
for teachers like Dr. 
Dean, and I have 
not called him Paul 
yet. I’m working up 
the courage. I might not. I might 
never.”

When asked about Shea re-
turning to Pine View as an English 
teacher, Dean said, “Besides making 
me feel old, it makes me feel great. 
I always thought John was a great 

by Annie Hassan
Copy Editor 

Once a student at Pine View 
and now a teacher, John 
Shea has returned to 
a campus rife with 
memories. Shea 
attended Pine 
View from 
grades four 
t h r o u g h 
nine before 
transferring 
to Sarasota 
High School, 
where he grad-
uated as a mem-
ber of the class of 
2013. Now teaching 
seventh- and eighth-
grade English at 
Pine View, Shea 
hopes to make a meaningful impact 
on his students.

Shea’s love for reading and 
writing began in eighth grade when 
he started to read literature on his 
own. “I read James Joyce’s ‘Dublin-
ers’, and then I talked to [English 
teacher Dr. Paul] Dean about it,” 
he said. “I remember thinking how 
it was the most amazing thing that 
a writer, 60 years dead then, could 
affect a 13 or 14-year-old student, 
wanting to make him read and 
write more.”

He credits his decision to 
pursue a career in English to his 
AP Art History teacher at Sarasota 
High School, Rona Glasser. “Mrs. 
Glasser was great. I remember 
taking her very seriously when she 
said that I could make a career out 
of English in a form of writing or 
teaching,” he said. And, that is ex-
actly what he did.

After graduating high school, 
Shea attended the University of 
Florida (UF), majoring in English 
and receiving a bachelor’s degree 
in the subject. He also minored in 
French, a language he became in-
terested in from former Pine View 

John Shea

by Olivia Hansen
Asst. Humor Editor

As Jennifer Nzeza says good-
bye, her husband and new Pine 
View science teacher Malele Nze-
za says hello. Teaching physics and 
astronomy, Nzeza aims to bring 
fresh and innovative ideas to 
his new students, as well 
as enthusiasm towards 
the field of science.

Nzeza graduat-
ed from Texas Tech 
University in Lub-
bock, Texas, where 
he got his bachelor’s 
degree in engineering 
physics. He decided to 
begin teaching because of 
his love for physics. “I want 
my students to feel accom-
plished when they leave my 
classroom and I want them 
not only to take an interest in phys-
ics, but to love it too,” he said.

Before joining the Pine View 
staff, Nzeza taught physics and 
earth space science at Sarasota High 
School for six years, yet never had 
the opportunity to teach AP; thus, 
he came to Pine View.  “I wanted 
to teach the AP program because 
of its inquiry-based approach to 
teaching physics,” he said. “I also 
knew a lot of the staff members be-
cause my wife worked at Pine View 
for 6 years. I have a few friends that 
are Pine View graduates and all of 

Malele Nzeza

student, and it’s nice to have him 
teaching students. He talks about 
literature a lot, and he’s just out of 
college so he’s all enthused about it.”

While Shea recalls Pine 
View’s academic environment, he 
also remembers the fun times he 
had as a student. “I remember some 
the hobbies of the kids from my 
grade. There was a lot of origami, a 
lot of chess ...  I remember carrying 
the egg around in Mrs. Torres’ class 
and how students kept throwing the 
eggs at the Media Center.” He also 
remembers some of Pine View’s 
many traditions, such as History 
club’s annual school-wide simula-
tions like that of the Berlin Wall in  
2010 and celebrating Pine View’s 
40th birthday.

Lori Wiley, the Department 
Chair of English, said, “Keeping 
with that whole tradition of excel-
lence and paying it forward, what 
[Shea] demonstrated to all of the 
Pine View students here is that he 
learned so much, and he is so excit-
ed to give that back to his students.”

As an English teacher, Shea 
simply wants his students to pick 

up a book 
and read it 
as well as to 
enjoy writing. 
“Seventh and 
eighth grade 
were really 
i m p o r t a n t 
years for me 
... in terms 
of cementing 
sort of an 
understand-
ing of how 
to write and 
writing skills 

that served me really well. I would 
really like to instill that same sort of 
love of decent literature [to my stu-
dents],” he said. “I am a committed 
Luddite even though I am not that 
old. I wish people would read and 
write more.”

them are exceptional  individuals. 
So I wanted to know what’s in the 
water at Pine View.”

Nzeza’s wife, Jennifer, was 
Pine View’s former Assistant Prin-
ciple for grades 10-12. She helped 

familiarize the 
campus for 

Nzeza be-
fore he 

b e g a n 
teach-
ing at 
P i n e 
V i e w. 
“ J e n -

n i f e r 
told me I 

would love 
it here; she 
was right,” 
Nzeza said.

B e -
tween the interactive labs and edu-
cational field trips he has planned, 
Nzeza is planning a year full of in-
terest and excitement. He is even 
thinking of taking his students to 
Busch Gardens to observe and an-
alyze the roller coasters.

 “They will have to analyze 
three different rides. The first one 
will be a qualitative study and quan-
titative analysis of a game at Busch 
Gardens. The second one will be a 
circular motion ride analysis which 
includes determining the centripetal 
acceleration and force, and the third 

one will be an analysis of the ener-
gy transfers during a roller coaster 
ride,” Nzeza said.

According to his students, 
Nzeza’s classroom provides a relaxed 
environment to minimize stress and 
maximize focus. His teaching style 
also presents the opportunity to 
communicate with peers and work 
with groups through collaborative 
learning. “Nzeza’s class is great 
because it is not just pure lecture. 
He lets you try things out and talk 
through problems with the rest of 
the class,” twelfth-grader Emma 
Sanchez said.

“Nzeza’s physics classes bring 
a hands-on approach to activities 
and excitement about physics to 
his students,” high school science 
teacher and head of the science de-
partment Stacy Chaillou said.

One of Nzeza’s most import-
ant approaches to being a teacher 
is providing a safe and comfortable 
environment for his students to 
learn. “I want my students to ask 
any questions whenever they need 
to,” he said. “There are no stupid 
questions.”

Nzeza is excited to showcase 
physics and astronomy in a new way 
and inspire his students to contin-
ue to study the science after they 
graduate. “Pine View kids care very 
much about their grades and are de-
voted. I am beyond excited to teach 
them,” he said.

by Ella Hechlik
Asst. Web Editor

New pre-calculus and trigo-
nometry teacher Dr. Gail Davis is 
well known within the Pine View 
Community for her kindness, en-
thusiasm, unique teaching skills 
and unmatched admiration for 
physics and mathematics.

Davis grew up on Longboat 
Key and has lived in Flori-
da her entire life. She 
attended Manatee 
High School 
and stud-
ied at the 
Univers i ty 
of South 
F l o r i -
da. Davis 
earned her 
Ph.D. at the 
University of 
Central Flor-
ida.

Davis real-
ized that astronomy 
and math were very 
much related so she 
decided to begin 
studying them both. Davis is cer-
tified to teach all levels of math, 
physics and astronomy. “Since I 
was a pilot working out of a com-
pany in St. Louis while also en-
rolled in an astronomy class, I fell 
in love with it and decided I want-
ed to be an astronaut. I realized I 
had to have a Ph.D. in science so I 
started studying math and astron-
omy,” she said.

Interestingly, Davis began 
her teaching career in 1976 as 
a flight instructor and aviation 
inspector. Then, in 1986, she be-
gan teaching all across Florida, 
including Florida Southwestern 
State College for four years, War-
ner University for 13 years, the 
University of Central Florida for 
one year and the State College of 
Florida for three years. She now 
teaches Pre-calculus Honors and 
Dual Enrollment Pre-calculus and 
Trigonometry.

“Ever since I was a little 

Dr. Gail Davis

“I always thought 
John was a great 
student, and it’s 
nice to have him 

teaching students.”
Dr. Paul Dean,
English teacher

girl I have always seen myself as a 
teacher because it is in my blood,” 
Davis said. “I come from a family 
of teachers; my cousins and great 
aunts are all teachers. I have been 
around teachers my entire life,” 
Davis said.

“She is a very intelligent lady 
and I assume she is doing amaz-
ing things in the classroom,” fel-

low mathematics teacher 
Emese Percy said. 

“She brings in a 
lot of differ-

ent knowl-
edge to 
the stu-
d e n t s 
a n d 
m a k e s 
the class 

v e r y 
unique.”

D a -
vis happened 

to be teaching 
at State College of 

Florida when she 
heard about the 
opening at Pine 

View. She was forwarded an email 
and immediately replied with her 
credentials. “I love Pine View so 
far and am really looking forward 
to sharing my knowledge and love 
of math with the students here,” 
Davis said.

However, teaching is not all 
that Davis has accomplished. In 
her free time, she practices com-
posing and playing music on the 
piano, which she has done since 
she was 7 years old. Davis also en-
joys designing and making quilts.

“There are many differenc-
es between teaching here and at 
other schools across the state. The 
kids here are all motivated, polite, 
cooperative, smart, kind and just 
wonderful kids,” Davis said.

“She definitely cares a lot 
about her students and it shows,” 
ninth-grader and student of Davis, 
Alana Sheribman, said. “She is al-
ways looking to improve both our 
learning and everyday lives.”

Meet the new Assistant 
Principals

Scan the QR codes to get to know new 
high school Assistant Principals Tricia 
Allen and Tara Spielman by reading 
their stories online.
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by Nathalie Bencie
News Editor 

Among Pine View students, 
Spotify is arguably the king of 
streaming music for a monthly fee 
of only $9.99. Along with a cata-
log of 30 million songs and sev-
eral social features and innovative 
new tools that cater to the differ-
ent ways students listen to music, 
there is no wonder as to why the 
application has been going on for 
nine years strong. With apps that 
support the three major platforms 
— Android, iOS and Web play-
er — Spotify allows you to stream 
its service over Wi-Fi to a growing 
number of audio and multimedia 
products through what the app 
calls Spotify Connect devices. De-
vices include wireless speakers and 
streaming media players like Goo-
gle Chromecast.

In recent months, Spotify 
has branched out and added video, 
podcasts and a feature that matches 
music to your running pace. It also 
has a strong community that has 
built thousands of unique playlists 
that anyone can stream. Social me-
dia features let you connect your 
Facebook account to the app, fol-
low your friends on Spotify and 
share playlists directly with them.

A special offer is also given 
to students enrolled in any school 
within the country. In collaboration 
with the on-demand video service, 
Hulu, students can receive Spotify 
Premium and full access to Hulu 
for a mere $4.99 each month.

However, unless students are 
willing to pay the monthly fee for 
the Premium version, Spotify’s free 

The best services for 
music streaming

plan uses advertisements between 
every few songs to cover its costs. 
There are fewer features and more 
restrictions on the music that stu-
dents can play, as well as where they 
can play it. With a free subscription, 
you can only shuffle songs from 
an album, playlist or radio station 
when using the mobile app, so it is 
not possible to individually pick a 
song and play it on the spot. There 
is also no offline listening, meaning 
you cannot play music without us-
ing Wi-Fi or cellular data.

Yet aside from its limits with 
the free version, Spotify continues 
to prove itself as a highly-rated 
product through innovative, up-to-
date features. Its nearly unlimited 
music catalog and user-friendly 
quality makes it the obvious choice 
for any student looking to take the 
plunge into streaming.

[app reviews]

Rating (Premium): 
4.5/5 Torches

email the editor at manny.rea@pineviewtorch.com5Sci & Tech
Ninth-grade student codes 
‘for the love of the game’

Ninth-grader Kiran Kadiyala sits with her programming 
team, “To Be Determined.” She attended the Girls Make 
Games camp at Mountain View, Calif. over the summer. 
PHOTO PROVIDED BY KIRAN KADIYALA

PHOTO PROVIDED BY SPOTIFY.
PROWLY.COM

by Manny Rea
Sci-Tech Editor

Two years after its launch, 
Apple Music, successor to the 
Beats Music streaming service, has 
become a formidable foe to the ev-
er-popular Spotify service.  How-
ever, it is still burdened by a few 
shortcomings.

Following the acquisition 
of Beats Electronics in May 2014, 
Apple Inc. worked to integrate 
the curative radio aspects from the 
previous service into their new ap-
plication, Apple Music. This app 
would also include the 43 million 
songs already available on iTunes 
and the subscriber’s personal music 
library.

The service is available for 
Android and iOS devices as well 
as for computers as a part of the 
iTunes media player. Apple offers 
a three-month 
trial for all new 
s u b s c r i b e r s , 
followed by 
$9.99 monthly 
subsc r ip t ion 
for individu-
als, $14.99 for 
a family plan 
and $4.99 for 
active students.

Just like 
other premi-
um music-streaming services, users 
can stream any song and can also 
download any tracks for offline 
listening as long as they are sub-
scribed. Universal features, includ-
ing genre or artist-related radios 
and a recent profile creation to 
share with friends, are readily pro-
vided for easy use.

What distinguishes Apple 
Music from other services is its 
abundance of quality, original con-
tent ranging from a 24/7 online 
radio station to their original tele-
vision and movie programs.

The Beats 1 Radio station 
plays non-stop music from a diverse 
array of radio DJs and artists who 
showcase their own mixes at sched-
uled times each week. One notable 
show is Abstract Radio, hosted by 
rapper and producer Q-Tip, who 
plays a healthy cut of old- and 

new-school music genres. Another 
is Rocket Hour, from singer Elton 
John that presents the best of pop-
ular music in all decades. All radio 
broadcasts are available on-demand 
for premium users to enjoy later on.

In the past year, Apple Music 
has delved into original programs 
including concert movies and tele-
vision shows. Carpool Karaoke, 
originally a segment on The Late 
Late Show with James Corden, is 
an example of one of their endeav-

ors.
Without 

a subscription, 
Apple Music 
becomes very 
bare. The Beats 
1 Radio sta-
tion can only 
be listened 
to live, and 
genre- and 
a r t i s t - re l a t -
ed radios are 

accompanied by advertisements. 
Besides previously-purchased mu-
sic from a personal library, nothing 
else is available to stream.

When willing to purchase a 
subscription, subscribers are treated 
to a service filled with unique and 
satisfying features. But when left 
with the free version, music lovers 
are sure to look for other services 
that deliver more versatility for all 
of its customers.

Rating (Free): 
4/5 Torches
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[an infographic]

by Nathalie Bencie
News Editor

The way a student’s brain 
learns depends on a variety of fac-
tors such as genetics, education and 
the environment in which the brain 
develops. Studies show that the set-
ting and influence an infant receives 
during childhood affects the way 
his or her brain absorbs information 
and how information is processed.

According to the Urban 
Child Institute, from the time of 
conception to age 3, a child’s brain 
undergoes the majority of its de-
velopment and change. At birth, 
an infant’s brain already has all the 
neurons it will use during a baby’s 
lifetime. A baby’s brain doubles in 
size the first year after birth, and by 
age 3, a baby’s brain has developed 

80 percent of its adult volume.
Studies by the National Cen-

ter for Biotechnology show that a 
child’s brain has a similar behavior 
to that of his or her parents. Be-
cause of genetics, a child’s brain 
can inherit many possible learning 
disabilities or “giftedness,” which 
means Pine View students owe a 
large part of their intellect to their 
parents.

Aside from genetics, a baby’s 
mind especially develops through an 
external input. A child learns from 
his or her environment by observ-
ing actions from their surroundings 
through their senses. For example, if 
a child sees a sibling saying “thank 
you” every time he or she receives a 
treat, over time the child will learn 
to say “thank you” every time he or 

she is given a treat. This is a form 
of explicit memory, explained in the 
graphic above.

Infants have the ability to 
distinguish between different ob-
jects, shapes, colors and sizes from 
a very young age. They also have the 
ability to differentiate the voices of 
their parents and siblings. A major-
ity of this learning and development 
occurs in the cerebral cortex — the 
largest section of the brain — and 
the cerebellum.

This development of the 
brain occurs throughout the toddler 
years until the age of 25. Between 
grade school and graduate school, 
the brain continues to absorb infor-
mation, although the amount of se-
mantic and episodic memory stored 
vastly increases due to growth.

Apple 
Music

Spotify

by Kasumi Wade
Asst. News Editor

Ninth-grader Kiran Kadi-
yala spent her summer venturing 
into a new experience — the world 
of programming. For three weeks, 
Kadiyala attended the Girls Make 
Games camp in Mountain View, 
Calif., where she learned about pro-
gramming and how to make a func-
tional game from scratch. Kadiyala 
also had the opportunity to visit the 
Google and PlayStation headquar-
ters and be immersed in their day-
to-day bustle.

Kadiyala discovered this 
fourth-annual camp after being in-
formed that her cousin was already 
registered; Kadiyala was thus in-
spired to sign up as well. This was 
Kadiyala’s first time getting involved 
in programming, so she was not sure 
what to expect. “I was automatically 
excited and also nervous, but it did 
calm me down that my cousin would 
be with me,” Kadiyala said. 

The main goal of Girls Make 
Games is to expose girls to the gam-
ing world and open interests toward 
the field, considering 47 percent 
of gamers are women and only 12 
percent of positions in the gaming 
industry are held by women. Girls 
Make Games serves the purpose of 
inspiring future engineers, design-

ers and creators from all around the 
world to pursue the industry.

While at camp, Kadiyala 
learned about programs and pro-
gramming mediums, the method 
or way a game is created, as well as 
how to use different functions, cre-
ate characters, 
and add music 
and art into a 
program. She 
learned much 
from the camp, 
leading her 
to seek even 
broader oppor-
tunities.

Kadiyala 
was able to meet 
Laila Shabir, 
the CEO and 
founder of Girls 
Make Games. 
“She was so 
inspiring. I 
have never met 
someone like her before,” Kadiyala 
said. 

She also met different man-
agers from small technology compa-
nies that work with PlayStation and 
was even interviewed and selected to 
be in a video for the brand’s compa-
ny. The video, which was a survey of 
different experiences from the Girls 

Make Games campers. The video 
was then sent to the PlayStation 
CEO. With her camp group, Kadi-
yala visited the Sony PlayStation 
headquarters in San Mateo, Calif. 
There, the campers were exposed to 
the business and developing aspect 
of gaming. “Being able to go to the 
PlayStation headquarters was a truly 
great learning experience. I learned 
a lot [about] how you not only have 
to work hard to achieve your dreams, 
but also have to work smart,” Kadi-
yala said.

Traditionally, games are pro-
duced by large companies and hun-
dreds of people. However, Kadiyala 
worked in a team of only four to cre-
ate her game. Her team, named “To 
Be Determined” (TBD), consisted 
of her cousin and two of her cous-
in’s friends. The team created a fully 
operational game called Elemental, 
which is similar to a mobile applica-
tion, yet less developed and refined.

Elemental is a role-playing 
game, much like Pokémon. In the 
game, players take control of the 
main character, Akila, who tries to 
solve a variety of different puzzles, 
mysteries and mazes.  There are four 
worlds to enter: earth, air, water and 
fire. After beating one world, players 
move on to the next. After winning 
the game, the player achieves a red 

ruby. “My favorite 
part was definite-
ly when I finished 
and was able to 
look back and say 
I did that myself,” 
Kadiyala said. 

For three 
weeks, Kadiyala 
spent nine hours 
every day creating 
Elemental, which 
was a long and 
tiresome process 
for all members of 
her team and re-
quired their coop-
eration through-
out.  “Kiran and 

I worked really well together,” her 
cousin, Sruthi Kadiyala, said. “I 
could tell she really enjoyed the 
camp.”

“Being able to have the op-
portunity to go to the camp was 
amazing, but all that we accom-
plished there was even more amaz-
ing,” Kadiyala said.

The Torch assesses music-streaming 
options for all music lovers

“I learned a 
lot [about] how 

you not only have 
to work hard 

to achieve your 
dreams, but also 

have to work 
smart.”

Kiran Kadiyala,
grade 9

 ]What distinguishes
 Apple Music from other 

services is its abun-
dance of quality, original 

content ranging from 
a 24/7 online radio 

station to their original 
television and movie 

programs.
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by Ben Nicholson
Web Section Editor

While experiencing the endless rows of festival games and food vendors at the Hunsader Farms 
Pumpkin Festival, it is incredible to think the event originated as a small, family-owned farm. This 
year,  Hunsader Farms will celebrate their 26th Annual Pumpkin Festival, a worthwhile experience for 
families of all ages.

Hunsader Farms offers many activities that are suitable for children and adults. Most notable is 
the pumpkin patch, offering ripe pumpkins that are ready to be dug in to. The festival is also studded 
with food vendors of every kind, from southern barbecue to homemade ice cream. For the adventur-
ous, a corn maze wanders down the center of the farm, perfect for kids.

As for live entertainment, the festival will feature a number of live bands such as the Southern 
Express Bluegrass Band, the Big Z Band and Richy and Franky.  Hunsader Farms also has perfor-
mances by professional jugglers and a multitude of animal shows featuring everything from grizzly 
bears to bald eagles.

For younger visitors, a playground and petting zoo are available. The petting zoo features a wide 
variety of animals, such as bunnies, goats, sheep, donkeys, horses, peacocks, a camel, lemurs, alpacas and 
even a handful of exotic birds.  

The Hunsader Farms Pumpkin Festival is the perfect way to get into the spirit of fall, with at-
tractions for people of all ages and interests. It is located at 5500 C.R. 675 Bradenton, FL, 34211 and 
open Oct. 14-15, 21-22 and 28-29.

by Cate Alvaro
Sports Editor

Looking for something to do with your close friends this year for Halloween? The Baltimore 
Orioles are hosting their annual Howl-O-Ween event on Saturday, Oct. 14, at Ed Smith Stadium. 

To start off this family-friendly festival, there will be Halloween-themed games and fun 
activities for all ages. Carnival games, inflatable sports games, giant versions of classic board games 
and a scavenger hunt will also be available. After these killer events, the Oriole Bird mascot will lead 
a costume parade around the bases on the field. Participants attending this festival are encouraged to 
dress up and join the parade. Once the costume parade comes to a close, a screening of the popular 
movie “Monsters, Inc.” will take place under the stars at 7 p.m. on the video board. For this portion 
of the festival, guests should bring blankets to hang out and relax on; though, folding chairs are not 
permitted.

The admissions fee for this event is the donation of one or more nonperishable food items for 
the All Faith’s Food Bank. Their goal is to collect donations and nonperishable food items for those in 
need in the community. No outside food, beverages or coolers are permitted inside the ballpark, with 
the exception of sealed water bottles. Concessions such as hot dogs, hamburgers, french fries and an 
assortment of Halloween candy may be purchased at the event. Free parking is available in the East 
Lot of the baseball stadium. The Hall-O-Ween festival is the perfect way to raise Halloween spirits.

Join the Baltimore Orioles in their second annual Howl-O-Ween event Saturday, Oct. 14 at the 
Ed Smith Stadium 2700 12th St. Sarasota, FL, 34237, from 5-7 p.m.

The Baltimore Orioles are offering a free evening of 
Halloween-themed fun and games, followed by the 
screening of the popular movie, “Monsters, Inc.” The 
event will be held Saturday Oct. 14 at Ed Smith Stadium. 
PHOTO PROVIDED BY MLB.COM

The Hunsader Farms Pumpkin Festival presents their 26th 
annual event this year. The festival offers activities for 
all ages and interests, including a costume contest, live 
performances and a petting zoo. 
PHOTO PROVIDED BY HUNSADER FARMS

Hunsader Farms 
Pumpkin Festival

’Fall’ into Autumn 
Festivities

Howl-O-Ween Movie 
Night Spooktacular 

14 green cardamom pods
12 whole black peppercorns
12 whole cloves
3 tablespoons chopped fresh ginger
6 cups water
4 cinnamon sticks
½ teaspoon freshly ground nutmeg
¼ cup honey 
2 vanilla beans
8 black tea bags
6 cups milk

by Alexa Mollod
Copy Editor

1. How would you describe your personality?
A. Unique and proud of it.
B. Pure and simple.
C. Spicy and spontaneous!

2. What would your ideal fall date involve?
A. Anything exciting and different, to be honest.
B. The usual — a nice dinner followed by a romantic walk on the 
beach.
C. I don’t know ... let’s wing it!

3. What is your favorite part about fall?
A. The excitement of Halloween.
B. Fuzzy socks, duh.
C. The arts and crafts for sure.

4. During your free time, you...
A. Browse Pinterest for fun DIYs.
B. Relax with Netflix and your favorite snacks.
C. Go anywhere else but home. Fun awaits!

5. Describe your study habits.
A. You have to study for art?
B. I study for tests three weeks in advance.
C. I work only as hard as I need to. I would rather be traveling.

Place all ingredients except the tea bags in 
a large saucepan. Bring to a boil over medi-
um-high heat and simmer for 15 minutes. 
Add the tea bags, remove the pot from the 
heat and let steep for five minutes. Pour the 
mixture through a strainer, reserving the liquid 
for use as concentrate. Cool the mixture to 
room temperature, cover and refrigerate. For 
serving, pour equal parts concentrate and milk 
of your choice.
PHOTO FROM BIGGIRLSSMALLKITCHEN.
COM

6 cups organic apple juice
¼ cup real maple syrup
2 cinnamon sticks
6 whole cloves
6 whole allspice berries
1 orange peel
1 lemon peel
Cheese cloth

Pour the apple juice and maple syrup into a 
large saucepan. Place the cinnamon sticks, 
cloves, allspice berries, orange peel and lemon 
peel in the cheesecloth, tie with string and put 
the bundle in the saucepan. Heat the saucepan 
over moderate heat for five to 10 minutes, 
then remove bundle. Ladle the cider into big 
cups or mugs adding a fresh cinnamon stick to 
each serving. 
PHOTO FROM THEKINDLIFE.COM

4 egg yolks
⅓ cup white sugar
⅓ cup pumpkin puree
2 cups milk
1 cup heavy cream
½ teaspoon vanilla extract
1 teaspoon freshly grated nutmeg
½ teaspoon pumpkin pie spice

Pour the egg yolks into the bowl of a mixer 
and mix on medium speed. Add in the white 
sugar slowly and continue mixing until just 
combined. Adjust the mixer speed to low and 
add in the pumpkin puree, milk, heavy cream, 
vanilla extract, ground nutmeg, and pumpkin 
pie spice. Pour into a pitcher and chill before 
serving into individual mugs.
PHOTO FROM LILVIENNA.COM

What is your 
perfect fall drink?

The season of pumpkin spice and sweater weather is around the cor-
ner, which may leave you itching for things to do in the crisp autumn air. 
Although there are no snow-angel or apple picking opportunities within 
our reach, Sarasota offers its own twist on tradional fall activities. The 
writers of the Torch have put together a list of local festivals which capture 
the fall spirit and will ‘leaf’ you smiling all season long. 

If you scored mostly C’s: Iced Chai Tea Latte

If you scored mostly B’s: Hot Apple Cider

If you scored mostly A’s: Pumpkin Spice Eggnog
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by Anna Labiner
Asst. Entertainment Editor

While standing at the count-
er and staring at rows of neatly-ar-
ranged pastries, a mouth-water-
ing scent of fresh-baked cookies 
consumes the store. Ranging from 
tasty pastries to delectable soups, 

sandwiches and salads, Jim's Small 
Batch Bakery crafts everything 
from scratch, guaranteeing fresh-
ness with every bite.

When picturing a bakery that 
specializes in handmade artisanal 
treats like Jim's Small Batch Bak-
ery, a dainty little restaurant may 

come to mind. However, this is not 
the case. This bakery has a  warm 
and friendly atmosphere, like a lo-
cal coffee shop. The walls are dec-
orated with vibrant surfboards and 
intriguing portraits. Behind the 
cash register there is a small win-
dow looking into the kitchen — the 

perfect spot for the cashiers to give 
the orders straight to the bakers. 
Through this window, the custom-
ers get a glimpse of the hardwork-
ing cooks and bakers doing every-
thing from dusting fine sugar onto 
the pastries to pulling fresh bread 
out of the oven.

Jim Plocharsky opened the 
bakery about seven years ago on 
Jan. 1, 2011. His motivation for the 
creation of his restaurant is simple. 
"This is the only career I've ever 
known. I went straight from high 
school to culinary school, and did 
that for four years, which was very 
rewarding," Plocharsky said. He 
attended John & Wales Universi-
ty in Rhode Island where he tin-
kered with other forms of cooking, 
but ultimately embraced the art of 
baking. After completing culinary 
school, Plocharsky went on to work 
as an employee 
for other baker-
ies, but never felt 
he was getting 
enough com-
pensation for his 
skill set. "I decid-
ed I would like to 
do my own thing, 
and not work 
for anybody 
else but my-
self." Plocharsky 
said, thus creat-
ing Jim's Small 
Batch Bakery.

As a well-
known Sarasota 
chef, Plocharsky 
has been recog-
nized in local magazines and news-
papers, including "Reader's Choice" 
and "Best of Sarasota Magazine." 
He was named the International 
Catering Association's Pastry Chef 
of the Year in 2007 after compet-
ing against 1,000 different caterers 
from various countries, including 
the United States, Canada and 
South Africa

Plocharsky runs the bakery 
himself, making sure his custom-
ers are satisfied with the freshest 

TOP: Inside the bakery, intriguing portraits and surfboards hang on the yellow walls 
opposite the counter. Jim’s Small Batch Bakery expanded several years ago in order to 
provide more seating and room for growing business. LEFT: Miniature cupcakes with 
decorations are displayed alongside other tempting pastries and baked goods. RIGHT: 
Crisp on the outside, with tart jam inside, the “Love Letter” is a favorite at the bakery. 
PHOTOS BY ANNA LABINER

quality goods he has to offer.   "I 
would rather run out of something 
and disappoint a customer because 
we ran out, than just fill my case 
with sweet street desserts," Plo-
charsky said. Baking everything 
from scratch is not an easy task 
and can create supply limitations, 
but the final product is worth it. 
At Jim’s Small Batch Bakery, it is 
evident that no minor detail goes 
unnoticed.

For such high quality prod-
ucts, it is surprising that most items 
on the menu stay under $10. En-
ticing sandwiches like the "Candied 
Bacon" BLT cost about $8, while 
delectable cookies range from 75 
cents to $3. Breads like challah and 
fresh, handmade bagels range from 
about $1.25 to $9, and always have 
guaranteed freshness.

From the crispy and flakey 
c h o c o l a t e 
croissant to 
the gold-
en- topped 
array of 
muffins, ev-
erything in 
the bakery 
looks per-
fected and 
u n i q u e l y 
crafted. The 
b l u e b e r -
r y - t o p p e d 
p a s t r y 
n a m e d 
"Love Let-
ter" has a 
c r u n c h y 
o u t s i d e 

and sweet jam on the inside along 
with hints of lemon and blueberry. 
Plocharsky's favorites include the 
Derby Pie and the five-layer "mag-
ic bar." "When nobody is looking I 
stuff my pockets with as many as I 
can and, you know, run home," Plo-
charsky joked. 

Jim's Small Batch Bakery is 
located at 2236 Gulf Gate Dr., and 
is open from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tues-
day through Friday, and 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. on Saturday.

Jim’s Small Batch Bakery 
is on the ‘rise’

Moving from the football 
field to the dance floor

Sophia Jones poses in a 
ballet costume for her end 
of year recital. Jones and 
her team were undefeated 
in the 2017 competition 
season. PHOTO PROVIDED BY 
SOPHIA JONES

by Josh Gulyansky
Web Section Editor

Finding her true calling in the 
art of dance, eleventh-grader Sophia 
Jones has been practicing 
at Starz Choice Dance 
Academy for the past 
four years. She invests 10 
hours per week in the stu-
dio, and additional time 
on the weekends, since 
the start of sixth grade. 
Jones takes part in many 
styles of dance, including 
jazz, tap, ballet, pointe, 
hip-hop, lyrical, contem-
porary and acrobatics.

Before the dance 
studio, Jones could be 
found on the football 
field. However, at age 12, she was 
told it was too dangerous for her to 

keep playing football due to the risk 
of her sustaining a concussion, so she 
decided to turn to the art of dance. 

Jones recently participated in 
her third Universal Dance Associa-
tion (UDA) National Team Dancing 
Competition, and brought home the 
first place trophy. She has also taken 
part in three different regional com-
petitions around the state, traveling 
to Orlando, Ft. Lauderdale, Lake-
land, Tampa and Daytona Beach. 
Jones considers her first place win 
at nationals her biggest accomplish-
ment, although she has also ranked 
in the top ten multiple times with 
her team. “Making friends is the best 
part. They are like a family to me, and 
I can rely on them all the time,” Jones 
said.

According to Jones, Misty Co-
peland, a professional ballet dancer 
for the American Ballet Theater is 
her inspiration. Jones and Copeland 
have a shared attribute — they both 
started dancing at age 12.  Jones looks 
up to Copeland as a role model; she 
plans on continuing to dance and fol-

low in Copeland’s 
footsteps past col-
lege and through a 
professional career. 

Simply by 
performing, Jones 
has caught the eye 
of many profes-
sionals. She has re-
ceived thousands of 
dollars in scholar-
ship opportunities, 
and is contemplat-
ing the many offers 
to various Florida 
schools to continue 

dancing.  “I don’t know what I would 
do without it,” Jones said.

“I would rather run 
out of something 
and disappoint a 

customer because 
we ran out, than 

just fill my case 
with sweet street 

desserts.”
Jim Plocharsky

Bakery owner

[a review]

HOROSCOPES BY MACKENZIE DYRDA, GRAPHIC BY ZACH BRIGHT

“Making friends is 
the best part. They 

are like a family 
to me, and I can 
rely on them all

the time.”
Sophia Jones,

grade 11

email the editor at mackenzie.dyrda@pineviewtorch.com7entertainment
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by Alexa Mollod
Copy Editor 

Over the summer, 
tenth-grader Marguerite Andrich 
immersed herself in the beautiful-
ly untouched scenery of Cayo Co-
chino, a small island in Honduras. 
Rather than visiting the island with 
her family, Andrich embarked on 
this three-week journey with a 
group of college students 
for a marine biolo-
gy course at New 
College.

U p o n 
arrival to this 
small, diverse 
island, An-
drich imme-
diately began 
her studies. 
Each day for 
the first week, 
she received ma-
rine biology lectures 
from her 
professor and 
was able to 
enjoy the natural scenery and cul-
ture of the island through hikes and 
interactions with the locals. “The lo-
cal people are really nice,” she said. 
According to Andrich, one of the 
best parts of her trip was speaking 
with them and being immersed into 
their culture.

Andrich conducted a re-
search project of her choice during 
her time on the island. She decided 
to study the eating habits of par-
rot fish. Each afternoon (or, when 
it was not raining), Andrich took 
an underwater notebook into the 

ocean and analyzed what foods the 
parrot fish would eat in multiple 
three-minute intervals. She ended 
her trip with about 50 different ob-
servations, which she compiled into 
one final project that was presented 
to her New College group. “I was 
very impressed and inspired by all 
of the other unique and interesting 

projects that I saw,” she said.
Because of the ex-

treme heat, humidity 
and lack of air con-

ditioning, An-
drich would not 
exactly recom-
mend stay-
ing in Cayo 
Cochino for 
as long as she 
did. Howev-

er, according 
to Andrich, the 

trip still had an 
amazing impact on 

her life. Be-
fore visiting 
the island, 
she wanted 

to be a marine biologist. However, 
now, Andrich wants to go into en-
vironmental law. “After seeing how 
perfect [Cayo Cochino’s] ecosystem 
is, I want to work to preserve plac-
es like that, and help other places 
reach that point,” she said.

“I had an amazing time in 
Honduras and learned so much 
about myself and the culture,” An-
drich said. “I can’t wait to learn 
more about the environment and 
the ocean and hopefully make a ca-
reer out of it.”

Marguerite Andrich

by Nathalie Bencie 
News Editor 

For eleventh-grader Zoe 
Gavette, there is no better place to 
be than surrounded by furry friends 
and wagging tails. This is why, from 
July 11 to July 27, she embarked to 
Australia through a travel volun-
teer program at the Australian Zoo. 
Through this international vol-
unteer program, Rustic Pathways, 
Gavette was able to pursue her life-
long dream of not only traveling 
across the world, but experiencing a 
variety of aspects of the animal-care 
profession.

Gavette was able to experi-
ence first-hand what it is like to 
care for animals that are 
not domesticated pets, 
along with 10 oth-
er students from 
across the 
globe, with 
the Rustic 
P a t h w a y 
p r o g r a m . 
“I have al-
ways loved 
animals,” she 
said. “I’ve al-
ways wanted to 
go to Australia, 
so this program 
tied together that 
with what I love 
to do.”

During her 16 days of vol-
unteering, Gavette stayed in Bris-
bane, Queensland, with her fellow 
program-goers. In the first week of 
volunteering, she shadowed differ-
ent zookeepers at the Australia Zoo 
to learn what their positions were 
like and help them with various 
tasks, including cleaning enclosures 

and caring for animals such as ko-
alas, kangaroos, rhinos and reptiles. 
During the weekend, Gavette was 
able to visit the tourist attractions 
in Australia and visit the zoo as a 
regular tourist would.

Gavette and the rest of the 
group went to Tangalooma Island 
for about two days. Located off the 
coast of Queensland, Tangalooma 
Island is known throughout Aus-
tralia for its dolphin conservation 
projects. “[On the island] we got 
to sand-dune surf, snorkel in ship-
wrecks and feed wild dolphins,” 
Gavette said. “It was absolutely 
amazing.”

After returning back from 
Tagalooma Island, the entire pro-

gram headed for the Glass 
House Mountains to 

assist a wildlife res-
cue center known 

as the Steve Ir-
win Wildlife 
Reserve. There, 
Gavette main-
ly focused on 
helping build 
new enclosures 

for animals. Her 
favorite experience 

happened at the rescue 
center, where 
she was able to 
bottle-feed jo-
eys. “It had to 

have been my absolute favorite,” she 
said. “They were so cute.”

After helping in the Glass 
House Mountains, Gavette re-
turned for her final days in Brisbane 
where she toured the city, stayed in 
a hostel and flew out the next day. 
“I wish I could have stayed longer,” 
she said.

Zoe Gavette 

Lauren and Sage Yenari 

by William Khabbaz 
Features Editor 

When traveling overseas, Pine View students have dis-
covered the hidden wonders in every corner of the Earth. 
The vibrant culture and landscape these students saw dis-
plays the reasons behind their admiration for the distant 
land. From swimming with sting rays in French Polynesia to 
holding a koala in Australia, these students have created 
memories all over the world.  The Torch hopes that you 
can see the reasons behind why these students believe the 

region is a hidden wonder of the world.

by Gwyn Petersen 
Focus Editor 

The world is full of amaz-
ing places, but to twelfth- and 
ninth-graders Lauren and Sage 
Yenari, respectively, none are as 
awe-inspiring as southern Africa, 
where they spent their summer. The 
Yenari’s spent eight days on safari 
in Zimbabwe, and then also spent 
time in Victoria Falls, Hwange Na-
tional Park, Mana Pools National 
Park and Cape Town, South Africa.

Throughout the trip, Lauren 
and Sage took game drives to see 
different animals, went on a canoe 
trip down the Zambezi River and 
hiked to Victoria Falls. In South 
Africa, the sisters went to the Dis-
trict Six Museum — a memorial to 
the victims of Apartheid — filled 
with signs, documents, maps and 
exhibits featuring the days before 
the forcible removal took place. 

They also visited the Old Bis-
cuit Mill, a village in the heart of 
Woodstock that is home to many 
small shops, restaurants, workshops 
and festivals. One such festival is 
the neighborhood market, which is 
made up of a collection of farmers 

and artists; it takes place every Sat-
urday.

Lauren and Sage consider 
this to be a hidden wonder of the 
world; what they found during 
their time on safari is that most 
Americans do not see Africa as a 
prime travel destination. “[Afri-
ca] is so untouched by the world, 
which was incredible to see, since 
everything these days has to do 
with social media and the internet,” 
Sage said.

In Zimba-
bwe, Lauren 
really learned 
how to ap-
p r e c i a t e 
nature as 
she got to 
be around 
m a n y 
a m a z i n g 
animals for  
an extended 
period of time. 
In South 
A f r i c a , 
however, 
Lauren said she saw how, despite 
the end of Apartheid, there is still 

 PHOTO PROVIDED BY ZOE GAVETTE 

PHOTO PROVIDED BY LAUREN YENARI

PHOTO PROVIDED BY MARGUERITE ANDRICH
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Lauren and Sage Yenari 

by Riley Board 
Asst. Editor-in-Chief 

Twelfth-grader Colton Na-
gler is a bit of a world traveler: this 
summer alone, he visited Iceland, 
Amsterdam, Paris, Rome, Barce-
lona and, for the first time, French 
Polynesia, where he spent most of 
his time on the islands of Tahiti 
and Bora Bora. While in this area, 
Nagler saw local wildlife and was 
able to experience the islands with 
a local perspective.

Nagler’s father sells boats, so 
the family is friends with some of 
his customers in Hawaii, 
whom they visit each 
summer. However, 
as an alternative 
to this normal 
summer trip, 
the Nagler 
family and Ha-
waiian friends 
decided to meet 
up in Tahiti and 
Bora Bora. 

Nagler, his fa-
ther and his 
brother met 
up with their 
Hawaiian friends in San Francisco, 
Calif., and then flew to Los Ange-
les. From there, they took a nine-
hour flight to Tahiti. Nagler spent 
about six days in French Polynesia, 
island hopping between Tahiti, 
Bora Bora, Tahaa and Raiatea. He 
stayed in resorts on the islands, 
which are known for their cabanas 
suspended over the water on docks.

Nagler’s most memorable ex-

perience on the islands was when 
he had the opportunity to swim 
with a humpback whale and her 
baby. “The islands of Raiatea and 
Tahaa create a lagoon between 
them and a humpback whale and 
its baby had come into the lagoon,” 
he said. “Our guide, who lives on 
one of the islands, [his girlfriend] 
saw it from a hill and said, ‘Hey, go 
there.’” 

The whale was about 45 feet 
long, weighed around 40 tons and 
was with her two- to three-day-
old baby. Nagler was able to swim 

within 30 feet of the whale 
and snorkel along with 

her. “The water wasn’t 
the clearest, but 

when you come up 
you just see this 
giant thing com-
ing up out of the 
shadow,” Nagler 
said.

The trip in-
spired Nagler to re-

turn in the future. “I 
would defi-
nitely like to 
go back to 

that area,” he said. “In my experi-
ence with Hawaii and Tahiti, you 
have to go there to experience it 
— The wildlife, the culture — you 
really can’t experience it anywhere 
else and I would love to go back.”

As of now, Nagler does not 
have any travel plans for the next 
year, but with a family as travel-ori-
ented as his, he can expect to be 
going somewhere exciting.

Colton Nagler 

by Mackenzie Dyrda 
Entertainment Editor 

From visiting natu-
ral spice gardens to hiking up 
densely-packed forests, 
twelfth-grader Soumya 
Kona spent her last 
week of summer 
immersed in a 
hidden wonder 
of the world 
— the tropical 
states of Kerala 
and Telanga-
na in southwest 
India.

Kona began 
her excursion in Hy-
derabad, located 
in the southern 
state of Telan-
gana. Here, she 
spent quality time with her fami-
ly, seeing sights and tasting local 
foods. She visited Charminar, a 
landmark mosque and monument 
constructed in 1591, and also vis-
ited the world’s tallest monolith of 
Gautama Buddha, located on the 
Hussain Sagar Lake. 

For Kona though, the food 
stood out the most. “Honestly eat-
ing was my favorite part of the trip. 
We tried a whole bunch of Indian 
food and it was nice to try new 
styles and restaurants,” she said.

For the second half of her 
voyage, Kona set off on a road trip 

to three different locations, all in 
the tropical state of Kerala. The first 
city was Munnar, a mountainous 
town studded with tea plantations. 

Next, she traveled to Thek-
kady, a diverse tourist at-

traction full of wild-
life preserves and 

scenery. Kona and 
her family were 
able to peruse 
through the 
famous spice 
gardens within 
the city, tasting 

spices including 
mint, nutmeg and 

cinnamon. 
Their last destina-
tion was Alleppey, 
the heart of Ker-
ala’s backwaters. 

Kona and her family spent a night 
on an Alleppey house boat on the 
Pambar River. “I would definitely 
recommend some of the tourist cit-
ies — probably Kerala more so than 
Hyderabad,” Kona said.

According to Kona, her In-
dian experience was made even 
better by the amiable people who 
live there. “We were trying to get 
our car down an alley and a strang-
er came and helped us out. I don’t 
see too much of that in other places 
that I have been,” Kona said. “India 
is definitely a hidden wonder of the 
world.”

Soumya Kona 

by William Khabbaz 
Features Editor 

When traveling overseas, Pine View students have dis-
covered the hidden wonders in every corner of the Earth. 
The vibrant culture and landscape these students saw dis-
plays the reasons behind their admiration for the distant 
land. From swimming with sting rays in French Polynesia to 
holding a koala in Australia, these students have created 
memories all over the world.  The Torch hopes that you 
can see the reasons behind why these students believe the 

region is a hidden wonder of the world.

and artists; it takes place every Sat-
urday.

Lauren and Sage consider 
this to be a hidden wonder of the 
world; what they found during 
their time on safari is that most 
Americans do not see Africa as a 
prime travel destination. “[Afri-
ca] is so untouched by the world, 
which was incredible to see, since 
everything these days has to do 
with social media and the internet,” 
Sage said.

In Zimba-
bwe, Lauren 
really learned 
how to ap-
p r e c i a t e 
nature as 
she got to 
be around 
m a n y 
a m a z i n g 
animals for  
an extended 
period of time. 
In South 
A f r i c a , 
however, 
Lauren said she saw how, despite 
the end of Apartheid, there is still 

obvious racism and separation of 
classes, from the comparison of 
the Afrikaaners’ houses versus the 
townships. The Yenari family vis-

ited the townships and called 
the poverty and lack of care 

from the government 
“truly an eye-opening 

experience,” said.
According to 

Lauren and Sage, 
they would defi-
nitely recommend 
traveling to Africa. 

“The experience we 
got from unplugging 

and really bonding with 
our family while 
watching lions, ele-
phants, antelope, gi-

raffe, hippo and cheetahs was truly 
amazing,” Lauren said.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY LAUREN YENARI
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by Sarah Mihm
Managing Editor

Competing at a world cham-
pionship is the goal of most athletes; 
twelfth-grader and Sarasota Crew 
rower Clark Dean has met and ex-
ceeded this goal, twice. Over the sum-
mer, Dean competed in the  Junior 
Men’s Single Sculls, a one person boat 
race, and the Junior Men’s Coxed Four, 
a four person boat race with a cox-
swain who steers and motivates, at the 
World Rowing Junior Championships 
in Trakai, Lithuania. Dean made his-
tory at the championships, being the 
only American to win the single event 
in the past 50 years.

Only two days after he won 
a bronze medal at the US Rowing 
Youth National Championships, Dean 
flew to Chula Vista, Calif., June 13 to 
begin training for the World Rowing 
Junior Championships. Dean started 
his training in California by filling in 
the quad, a four-man boat, because the 
Junior National Team did not have all 
of its members yet; however, his goal 
was to row the single. At the  Junior 
Worlds Trials in West Windsor, N.J. 
halfway through the summer, Dean 
competed in and won the single, earn-
ing the spot in the single to compete 
for the US Junior National Team at 
the World Rowing Junior Champi-
onships.

Not only was  Dean aiming to 
make history and win the single, but 
he also wanted to row two races at 
the championship. Originally, Dean 
wanted to race in the eight, but the 
only two races that did not overlap in 
timing were the  single and the four. 
According to Dean, it was a hard deci-
sion to choose between the two races. 
This is not to say double racing was 
easy — two of the races were only two 
hours and 20 minutes apart.

Upon returning to California, 
Dean began practicing in both of his 
boats. Dean practiced twice a day, al-
ternating between the four and the 
single. Each boat had a different coach, 
and Dean’s coach in the single was also 

his head coach at Sarasota Crew. “The 
training was not that overwhelming 
because my two coaches communicat-
ed really well,” Dean said.

Casey Galvanek, Dean’s Coach 
from Sarasota Crew, said, “Clark has 
showed a great interest in the sport 
and his improvement since he started 
with us in middle school.  All of that 
focused energy resulted in a victory 
at the Junior World Rowing Cham-
pionships in Trakai, Lithuania this 
past summer. Clark epitomizes what 
spending proper time on task can help 
you achieve.”

The World Rowing Junior 
Championships took place from Aug. 
2 to Aug. 6. Over the course of the 
week, Dean raced four times in the 
single and twice in the four. Sunday 
was the only day Dean had two races. 
However, according to Dean, he was 
not worried about racing twice in one 
day. “By rowing with Sarasota Crew, 
I knew two races would not be that 
big of a deal,” Dean said. At Sarasota 
Crew, Dean has rowed multiple races 
in the same day.

Competing in world champi-
onships, however, is not brand new 
to Dean. He competed at the World 
Rowing Junior Championships last 
year in Rotterdam, Amsterdam, where 

he won  third place in the quadruple 
sculls event. The quadruple sculls is a 
four man boat with two oars for each 
rower. Dean was aiming for a medal 
again this year. “I had been training 
for [World Rowing Junior Champi-
onships] the whole summer,” Dean 
said. “The most difficult part was the 
back-to-back race. I put everything I 
had into both races,” Dean said. He 
was able to do just that. Dean won the 
single and got sixth place in the four. 
This added to his collection of world 
championship medals.

Compared to last year’s venue 
in Amsterdam, Lithuania was a com-
pletely different experience. “It was 
awesome being in Lithuania,” Dean 
said. The regatta was held on Galve 
Lake, which has a castle near the 
water. According to Dean, the only 
downfall of the course was the wind 
change that would occur throughout 
the race, but Dean was able to deal 
with it easily.

Dean is still eligible to com-
pete in the same U19, under the age 
of 19, category  as this past summer, 
at the next Junior World Champion-
ships, but is considering rowing in the 
U23, under 23, instead.  He plans on 
rowing in college and in future world 
events, no matter the category. 

LEFT: Twelfth-grader Clark Dean crosses the finish line 
in the single sculls race at the World Rowing Junior 
Championships. TOP RIGHT: A competitor from Germany 
congratulates Dean after his victory. BOTTOM RIGHT: 
Dean poses with his mother and father after receiving his 
gold medal. PHOTOS PROVIDED BY AWORTHYPHOTO

Clark Dean places first in World 
Rowing Junior Championships
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Tenth-grader la’crosses’ into national college sports

by Madi Holmes
Web Section Editor

Coming to life in Yong Chun, 
Seoul, Korea, after Korea’s liberation 
from Japan in 1945, Taekwondo is 
now a popular, world-wide form of 
martial arts. It is primarily branched 
off of Karate and Chinese martial 
arts, yet it still holds a Korean flare. 
The goal of Taekwondo is to spread 
the art of self-defense, while also 
incorporating other important skills 
such as focus, leadership, discipline 
and respect.

Taekwondo is made up of two 
major parts: forms and sparring. A 
form is a difficult pattern of moves 
that the student must memorize be-
fore being allowed to move 
up a belt color. A form can 
l a s t 
a n y -
w h e r e 
from one 
minute to 
five minutes, 
and may con-
sist of many different 
Taekwondo moves, such 
as punches and kicks per-
formed in all directions.

 Sparring is also an 
important part of the 
sport in which one stu-
dent will fight another while wear-
ing special padding. The fighting 
mainly consists of light kicking and 
punching due to the well-enforced 

concept of respect.
Trautwein’s ATA Martial 

Arts in Sarasota is part of one of 
the largest Taekwondo associations 
in the country. ATA, the American 
Taekwondo Association, started 
o p - erations in 1969, 

and now has al-
most 1,000 private-

ly-owned locations throughout 
the country.

“I love the bond and the cul-
ture that we’ve formed here. It’s 
very positive,” Brooke Bairos, one 
of the school’s main instructors, 
said. Trautwein’s ATA focuses on 
allowing students to increase their 
self-confidence and the respect they 
show toward others, while also of-
fering very rigorous and physically 
challenging courses.

The Torch visited Traut-
wein’s and observed a children’s 
after-school class, featuring an en-

Kickin’ it with martial arts
Martial arts has a broad definition that includes all sports and techniques pertaining 

to self-defense and attack. Taekwondo, Jeet Kune Do and Karate are three forms of mar-
tial arts that teach discipline, endurance and rigorous body workouts. However, each has 
its own distinct style and origin that separates it from the rest. The Torch has dived into 
each of these forms of martial arts and the facilities that teach them.

Taekwondo

ergetic group of 7- to 12-year-olds. 
The class started with a rigorous 
warm-up of jumping jacks, high 
kicks and powerful punches to pre-
pare the kids to work out. This was 
followed by many different types of 
drills, including kicks on a special 
hand-held pad, with each leap fol-
lowed by a powerful “high-ya!”

The class radiated with posi-
tive energy from both the students 
and the instructors. Every instruc-
tion given to the students was fol-
lowed by a booming “yes, ma’am!” or 
“no, sir!” which added to the char-
acter building aspect of the facility. 
Trautwein’s ATA offers after-school 
classes Monday through Friday for 
all ages and skill levels for anyone 
who is interested in Taekwondo. 
One can get started today for just 
$40, which includes a uniform and 
four classes. They are located 7754 
State Road 72 Sarasota, FL 34241.

Trautwein’s ATA instructor demonstrates how to perform 
a flying side kick. The facility has been open for 48 years.
PHOTO BY MADI HOLMES

Jeet Kune Do
by Noelle Bencie
Asst. Sports Editor

Heavily influenced by Chi-
nese Kung Fu, Jeet Kune Do was 
invented in 1969 by Bruce Lee 
when he weaved together differ-
ent patterns of martial arts. Lee 
believed martial arts should have 
no limitations or strict formations, 
which led to the creation of the 
earliest version of Mixed Martial 
Arts (MMA) fighting. He intend-
ed to develop a form of combat 
geared towards self defense rather 
than perfection of moves.

The sport of Jeet Kune Do 
consists of two components: the 
five ways of attack and the four 
consecutive motions. Single Di-
rect attack consists of a single fluid 
motion whereas Attack by Com-
bination is a series of thrusts and 
natural maneuvers. Immobilization 
attack is used to trap the move-
ment of the opponent, compared 

to Progressive Indirect attack that 
consists of distance and time, and 
finally Attack by Drawing is an at-
tack that is used to bait the com-
pete into a hit. The students learn 
how to fight using everyday ob-
jects such as belts, scarves, ties and 
pens. The four consecutive motions 
seen in Jeet Kune Do are kicking, 
punching, trapping and grappling.

Martin Academy of Mar-
tial Arts in Sarasota is a private-
ly-owned business that welcomes 
children, teens and adults looking 
for training in martial arts. This fa-
cility was first established in 2006 
by LaVonne Martin, who is 
still the current own-
er of the Academy. 
This school teaches 
several forms of mar- tial arts: 
Jeet Kune Do, Jiu Jitsu, women’s 
self-defense, Thai Boxing, Kung 
Fu, Combat Submission Wresting 
and Kali.

The Torch stepped into a Jeet 
Kune Do class at Martin Academy 
to experience a class consisting of 
both adults and teens. The class 
began with a light warm-up of 
laps around the mat and multiple 
power kicks to prepare the students 

for more strenuous exercises. 
Following the warm-up, the 
class split into partners and 

practiced var-
ious defen-

sive kicking and punching 
drills.

“ E ve r yo n e 
at Martin Acad-
emy is really 

n i c e , and they will 
always tell you that you 
can do it and to always keep try-
ing,” eighth-grader and member of 
Martin Academy, Wyatt Paolercio 
said.

The Academy provides a wel-
coming and accepting atmosphere 

that allows students to show their 
full potential in every form of mar-
tial arts. The Martin Academy of-
fers children’s after-school classes 

and adult classes Monday through 
Thursday, and Saturday. They are 
located 6341 Porter Rd #5, Saraso-
ta, FL., 34240.

Instructor Adam Steele (right) partakes in a punching drill 
with a student. Martin Academy teaches several forms of 
martial arts. PHOTO BY NOELLE BENCIE

email the editor at cate.alvaro@pineviewtorch.com11sports

by Naina Chauhan
Match Layout Artist

To most, lacrosse is just a 
game; but to tenth-grader Lily 
Dougherty, it is a way of life. 
Dougherty competed against 
thousands of other lacrosse players 
for a spot on the elite team for the 
US National Lacrosse Competi-
tion at Yale University, and was 
successful. She then proceeded to 
both compete in and succeed at the 
competition May 27 to 30. 

Dougherty started playing 
lacrosse at the age of 12 and has 
been playing ever since. Her father 
initially inspired her to play this 
sport when he discovered a new la-
crosse team in the area, the Sarasota 
Seahawks. Throughout her lacrosse 
career, Dougherty has moved from 
the Sarasota Seahawks to varsity 
lacrosse at Riverview High School. 
However, she recently joined the 
Girls’ Ripcurl lacrosse program, a 
new team sponsored by the Casey 

Tenth-grader Lily Dougherty (center) competes against the Cardinal Mooney High School 
lacrosse team. Dougherty has been playing lacrosse since she was 12 years old. 
PHOTO PROVIDED BY PICSBYPEG

Powell World Lacrosse Founda-
tion, to have the opportunity to 
play more seriously. Dougherty’s 
coach on the Riverview lacrosse 
team, Ashley McLeod said, “Lily is 
extremely dedicated, not just to the 
sport, but to her team. She works 
very hard at practice and on her 
own and it shows as she excels on 
the field.” 

Dougherty had to endure 
a grueling six hours of tryouts at 
St. Stephens Episcopal School 

to qualify for the elite team that 
would compete at Yale. After in-
tense practice, Dougherty was 
chosen out of 1,000 other players 
across the west coast of Florida 
to fly to Connecticut for the US 
National Lacrosse Competition. “I 
love the sport itself, it doesn’t mat-
ter where I’m playing or who I’m 
playing with,” Dougherty said.  

Tenth-grader and member of 
the Ripcurl Girls’ lacrosse program, 
Betsy Williams said, “Lily is amaz-
ing. She is super hardworking and 
really fast on the field. She also is 
always looking for things she can 
improve to make her-
self a better player.”

After making the 
elite team, Dougherty 
flew to Connecticut 
for the competition. 
The team she played 
with was called Gulf 
Coast Lacrosse. The 
team consisted of the 
best lacrosse players 
across the gulf coast 
of Florida. According 
to Dougherty, she had 
never played with these girls before 
and only recognized a few play-
ers from competitions. Dougherty 
said, “I really had to learn to play 
with them and not against them.” 
However, according to Dougherty, 
after three days on the field to-
gether, the girls were able to work 
together.

The practices at Yale Univer-
sity required Dougherty to begin 
her day at 4:30 a.m. in preparation 

for the two-hour warm-ups she 
had to attend at 6 a.m. Along with 
morning training, she had to com-
pete in three to four competitions 
each day of the tournament. “It was 
hard, but I’ve spent that amount of 
time on the field before,” Dough-
erty said.

What served as a real obstacle 
for Dougherty was the skill and the 
talent the other teams possessed. 
Many of the other contestants were 
from division one (D1) schools, the 
highest level of education possible 
for intercollegiate athletics. Despite 
the fact Dougherty and her team 

did not win the 
tournament, she 
still amassed a 
copious amount 
of experience. 
According to 
Dougherty, play-
ing against the 
other players 
pushed her fur-
ther than she had 
ever gone before; 
and now, back on 
her local team, 

she can practice her new skills. 
“I feel I’ve become a much 

better player from this experience. 
I was able to learn what it’s like to 
play with people at that level and 
what it takes it get there,” Dough-
erty said.

Dougherty plans on continu-
ing her lacrosse career throughout 
high school. She is also looking 
at specific colleges with lacrosse 
teams or clubs. 

“I feel I’ve 
become a 

better player 
from this 

experience.”
Lily Dougherty,

grade 10

by Tricia Saputera and 
Elizabeth Hopkins
Asst. Match Editors

Passed down from genera-
tion to generation, legends claim 
that Bodhidharma, an Indian Bud-
dhist monk, introduced the martial 
art of Karate over a thousand years 
ago. However, the sport was actually 
first developed in Okinawa, Japan in 
1722. Though its origin is unclear, 
its purpose is clear: to strengthen 
the mind and the body.

Similar to Taekwondo, Karate 
is also broken down into two com-
ponents: form and sparring. Howev-
er, in Karate, form is titled “kata” and 
sparring is referred to as “kumite.” 
Kata is the complex combination 
of different defensive moves, such 
as kicks and punches. Each kata has 
a certain order of movements that 
the participants must complete. This 
includes requiring participants to 
bow before and after completing the 
sequence of motions, and members 
must start and end their movements 
at the same spot on the floor. 

Unlike Taekwondo’s sparring, 
Karate focuses on hand strikes more 
than kicking techniques. There are 
a variety of hand techniques for 
members to practice, from the mid-
dle-knuckle fist to the spear hand.

For Moon Shotokan, North 
Port’s longest running martial arts 
school, karate is a family affair. 
Moon Shokotan has been active 

since 1995, run by husband and wife 
duo, Chief Instructor Sensei Paul 
Moon and Sensei Soo Moon.

From children to adults, the 
dojo, or training facility, is fit for 
Karate pursuers of all ages and skill 
levels, with Moon Shoto-
kan utilizing smaller 
groups for special-
i z e d inst ruc-

tion. All 
sessions, however, 
begin with stretch-
ing, then practicing kata, or the 
basic stances, locks and punches.

“It’s not about passing belt 
levels,” Soo said. “It’s all about 
learning control and defense.”

For just $40-$60, all sessions 
are covered for a month. Moon 
Shotokan trains at Gene Matthews 
Boys and Girls Club at 6851 S Bis-
cayne Dr, North Port, Fla. 34287 on 
Wednesdays from 6:30 to 8 p.m. 

Karate 

A Moon Shotokan 
instructor demonstrates 
kata stances. 
PHOTO COURTESY OF SOO 
MOON



by Suzanne Brown
Asst. Editor-in-Chief

After answering a non-‘yes or 
no’ question with “sí,” tenth-grade 
Spanish-class student Stephanie 
Williams has opened up a new, 
groundbreaking  philosophical de-
bate in her 
Spanish III 
class. Entering 
the realm of 
phi losophers 
like Plato and 
A r t i s t o t l e , 
Williams has 
truly pushed 
the boundaries 
of thinking by 
challenging the 
orthodox.

“S teph-
anie isn’t usu-
ally one of my 
stronger stu-
dents,” Spanish 
teacher Patricia 
Gerlek-Rzep-
ka said. “After five years of Spanish 
class, she still pronounces the ‘h’ in 
‘hola.’ But after today, I really see that 
she’s just an incredibly out-of-the-
box thinker. We need more people 
like her.”

According to sources, Ger-
lek-Rzepka asked the class, “Qué es 

la identidad?” or “What is identity?” 
before calling on Williams for an 
answer.  

Reportedly, Williams looked 
up from her phone and emptily 
nodded for a few seconds before she 
slowly said, “sí,” thus changing mod-

ern thought 
forever.

A 
classmate of 
W i l l i a m s , 
tenth-grader 
Carl Marks 
said, “I mean, I 
thought Steph-
anie just wasn’t 
paying atten-
tion at first, but 
then I started 
thinking about 
it. How do you 
answer a ques-
tion like that, 
even just in 
English? May-
be she’s right. 

Like, does identity really exist? Are 
we complicit in the universe, and is 
there such a thing as free will?”

Since the philosophical break-
through in the classroom, Spanish 
performance has sky-rocketed across 
campus. One student, eighth-grader 
Sara Mann, claims to have used deep 

thinking to her advantage. “On the 
last vocab test I forgot half the words 
but just wrote ‘estar’ for everything. I 
remembered some rhyme about how 
you feel and where you are, always use 
the verb ‘estar.’ So I used it,” she said. 
“My teacher said I really changed her 

perspective. I got a 100, so I guess 
that means I’m fluent now.”

Williams is rumored to be in 
recruitment talks with Harvard and 
Columbia for her accomplishments 
as an incoming Spanish and Philos-
ophy double major. “The subjects just 

come naturally to me,” she said.
Later at the time of writing, 

Williams was seen fluently speak-
ing in a rare Spanish dialect at the 
Taco Bell drive-through, adding an 
“a” sound to the end of each English 
word.

by Leo Gordon
Match Layout Artist

In the recent Hollywood 
film, “The Emoji Movie”, an emoji 
named Gene is incapable of up-
holding his future position of a 
“meh” face. With the help of two 
other emojis, High Five and Jail-
break, Gene ventures on a quest 
through a smartphone to prevent 
himself from being deleted after a 
serious malfunction caused by his 
inability to make a “meh” face.

After being upgraded from a 
record-breaking Rotten Tomatoes 
rating of 0 percent to a staggering 
8 percent, “The Emoji Movie” has 
taken Pine View students by storm. 
“I absolutely loved the movie,” 
ninth-grader Smy Lee Face said. 
“While watching the film, it be-
came evident to me that the mov-
ie was a true piece of art and will 
forever be considered one of the 
cornerstones of animation history.”

The movie is filled with plot 
twists, such as the claim by Smil-
er that Gene is a malfunction and 
therefore must be deleted, and 
grief-stricken scenes, like the con-
versation between Gene and his 
parents regarding his ill-fated fu-
ture in the digital city of Textopo-
lis. “With layers of inflection with-
in the emoji’s voices, you can truly 
feel the passion they have for their 
existence,” psychologist Lah Fing 

Phace, who specializes in emotion-
al studies, said. “The writers had an 
incredible grasp on showing char-
acter emotion in a subtle and im-
pactful way, which is shown in the 
line, ‘Gene, I should have believed 
you all along.’ In this line you can 
see the emphasis on emotion in-
cluded in the story by the writers.”

In a world of almost 240 
emojis, it can be tough to choose a 
favorite. “High Five is a cinemati-
cally important character, deciding 
not to be just the fat comical emo-
ji, but rather the fat hand-shaped 
comical emoji,” tenth-grader Teer 
E. Eyed said. She claims to have 
seen the movie a total of eight 
times with her family.

In a thrilling sequence of 
events at the end of the movie, 
Alex, the owner of the smartphone 
inhabited by all of the emojis, de-
cides to delete everything from 
his phone. However unexpected-
ly, Gene, the once-failed emoji, 
proves to be a hero for generations 
of emojis and humans to come by 
saving his fellow emojis.

“I was just so overwhelmed 
with emotion,” ninth-grader Hadi 
Molmes said. “At first I was losing 
hope. I assumed that the entire city 
of Textopolis would be destroyed, 
and I was absolutely devastated. 
Suddenly, Gene, an absolute hero, 
saved the entire emoji community.”
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“My teacher 
said I really 

changed her 
perspective. I 
got a 100, so 

I guess that 
means I’m 

fluent now.”
Sara Mann

grade 8

Tenth-grader Stephanie Williams reflects upon the importance of South America on the 
global stage. Williams has gained campus-wide fame from her philosophical work in 
Spanish class. PHOTO BY ALLIE ODISHELIDZE

Student stuns Spanish 
class by sparking 
intellectual debate

The impact of “The Emoji Movie” has far-reaching 
influence in the social sphere. Considered to be one of 
the best movies of this generation, critics are loving this 
feature film. GRAPHIC BY ALLIE ODISHELIDZE

“The Emoji Movie” 
makes waves in the 
movie industry

Student makes desperate 
attempt to feign productivity in 
local coffee shop

NOT AN ACTUAL ADVERTISEMENT

Twelfth-grade student Abby Gayel tries her best to be productive at the cesspool of 
feigned productivity that is Starbucks. A recent report shows that 7 percent of Starbucks’ 
annual sales come from Pine View students alone. PHOTO BY ALLIE ODISHELIDZE



In life, few things are as sim-
ple as the game of soccer. Grant-
ed, I have been to one soccer game 
(and to preface this column, I 
would like to make it clear that I 
support a single soccer team, which 
is from the United Kingdom, so 
from here on out I will be referenc-
ing them as football teams because 
the word soccer makes me uncom-
fortable) and have only a basic 
knowledge of the sport. However, 
the lessons I compiled from this 
game seem applicable to the Dai-
ly Life of an American Teenager.

If  things seem to  be 
going in the wrong di-
rection, chances are Lyle 
Taylor will make them 
go in the right direction.

In the world of English foot-
ball, I support one team — AFC 
Wimbledon. One of Wimbledon’s 
most iconic players is the Messi 
from Mont-
serrat, Lyle 
Taylor. Tay-
lor is a strik-
er and, from 
my limited 
observance, 
angry yell-
ing via 
Wimbledon 
d e c r e a s e s 
when Taylor 
has the ball. 
Although in life Lyle Taylor typ-
ically will not be there to fix your 
situation, having a go-to friend can 
make life a little better and easier.

Most everything can 
be solved by yelling a lot.

As someone who has been 
to literally zero other sporting 
events, I was pleasantly surprised 
at the amount of obscene scream-
ing that was occurring. At the 
game I went to, there was a lot of 
‘not-success,’ for Wimbledon lost 
. However, during these periods of 
‘not-success,’ screaming alleviat-
ed much of the apparent anguish. 
The same can be said of real life.

Solidarity is integral.
As the visiting team in Black-

pool, Wimbledon fans occupied a 
geographically smaller area of the 
stadium. Despite this fact, Wim-
bledon fans were by far the louder 
demographic. Realistically it does 
not matter if you lose, as long as you 

have support.
All types 

of “bois” are 
n e c e s s a r y 
for success.

Presum-
ably as with 
other types of 
sports, football 
has positions. A 
player allegedly 
does one thing 

during the game. To justify this, 
that person is very good at the 
thing they do. In life, surrounding 
yourself with a diverse group of 
people gives you new perspectives 
on the world and spices up your life.

Find your people. 
As I have said multiple times 

at this point, I have never gone to 
any type of athletic event in my 
life. After attending this game, 
mainly populated by very English, 
very middle-aged men, I real-
ized that it does not matter who 
you feel comfortable with, as long 
as you feel comfortable scream-
ing about football with them.

A personal 
journey into 
(English) football

 ] I realized that it 
does not matter who 
you feel comfortable 
with, as long as you 

feel comfortable 
screaming about 

football with them.
[The new and fresh “You’ve Heard 

of Elf on a Shelf” meme has made its 
impact on social media, originating 
from an antique 2015 Tumblr meme.

First posted on the popular so-
cial media site Tumblr, a post saying 
exclusively, “You’ve  Heard of  Big-
foot,  Now  Get Ready for Small-
hand,” set the precedent for later 
posts and memes in a similar format. 

While these memes never gained 
traction across multiple social media 
platforms, the “Elf on a Shelf” meme, 
as it is known today, was first posted 
in December 2016. It features a pho-
to of an action figure—Ash, the main 
character of the popular Pokemon 

TV show—in a garbage can with the 
caption, “You’ve heard of Elf on the 
Shelf, now get ready for.” The photo 
follows the meme format of today’s 
memes, with the photo carrying the 
implication of “Ash in the trash.”

The meme deluge seen today 
began in early September 2017. 
The excessive variants of the meme 
started on Reddit but quickly spread 
to Twitter, Instagram and Facebook.

In its current form, the meme 
repeats the same iconic cap-
tion, but the photo associated 
with the meme varies.  The hu-
mor of the meme comes from the 
rhyming nature of the photos.

[meme of the month]

email the editor at allie.odishelidze@pineviewtorch.com13humorThe Torch

Allie Odishelidze,
Humor Editor
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[an infographic]

[a column]
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by Elizabeth Hopkins
Asst. Match Editor 

While school was out for the summer, the 
Florida House of Representatives was working 
overtime, and the debate over public education 
reached a boiling point. Governor Rick Scott 
signed a sprawling 278-page bill, HB 7069, fea-
turing provisions directing more public money 
to independently-run charter schools than ever 
before. The bill’s passing sent shock waves across 
the teaching community, with the Florida Ed-
ucation Association (the state’s largest teachers 
union) going as far as to say the law will “starve 
our public schools and shortchange the teachers 
and school employees struggling to make our 
schools work.”

HB 7069 was highly contentious, garner-
ing widespread opposition from Florida teachers 
unions and educators. The “Schools of Hope” 
program, made by House Republicans to combat 
the issue of underperforming public schools, was 
particularly lambasted. Under new rules, charter 
schools can open their doors within 5 miles of 
traditional schools with persistent D or F grades, 
directly competing with the public system. The 
“hope” schools will be operated by charter school 
companies, taking advantage of a newly estab-
lished pot of money weighing in at $140 million. 
Newly failing public schools can also apply for 
funding through this program, although only 
25 out of the 93 schools received extra money 
for the 2017-2018 school year. “We have tried 
everything else. It is our moral responsibility to 
make this move and provide this option for our 
kids,” said Representative Manny Diaz.

Many legislators, on the other hand, con-
sider this an act of unabashed corporate welfare 
disguised as a step in the right direction, hijack-

ing millions of dollars. While public schools 
are managed by a district and an elected school 
board, charter schools often lack a strong mech-
anism for oversight. Charters, although techni-
cally controlled by non-profit organizations, all 
operate in different ways, sometimes entering 
contracts with for-profit companies. In one in-
stance, owners of Academica Corp., our state’s 
largest charter school management company 
based in South Miami, collected almost $19 
million a year in lease payments on school prop-
erties. This industrialization seems evocative of 
the prison industrial-complex, where social sys-
tems become money pits for the wealthy with 
the approval, if not, outright support, of govern-
ment entities.

Furthermore, privatization has implica-
tions for already marginalized students, with the 
charter system bearing a history of serious issues. 
According to the Center for Civil Rights Reme-
dies at the University of California, Los Angeles, 
African-American students are four times more 
likely to be suspended from charter schools than 
white students. The same report found that dis-
abled students are suspended two to three times 
the rate of nondisabled students. 

Studies also show that students who at-
tend charter schools do not necessarily surpass 
public school students academically. Data First, 
part of the Center for Public Education, even 
confirmed that students in 37 percent of char-
ter schools performed significantly worse than 
if they had attended their neighborhood public 
school. In Florida, less than 1 percent of pub-
lic schools received F’s last year, while about 3.4 
percent of charter schools did. At the same time, 
a report by The National Assessment of Educa-
tional Progress (NAEP) showed math and read-

ing skills have improved for all levels of public 
school students since the 1970s, with the great-
est yields for minority and disadvantaged groups. 
Moving forward, we can absolutely make public 
schools work for Florida, and it is a total fallacy 
that corporations can just walk in and clean up.

The law as currently drafted will compel 
students at struggling schools to enter a parallel 
private structure, weakening the public system 
even further. Students who do not meet certain 
standards, often due to problems out of their 
control, such as homelessness or severe poverty, 
typically are not even allowed to attend charter 
school. 

“We’re bringing in external forces in 
these school districts and asking them to turn it 
around,” Representative Larry Lee said. 

“You need people in those communities 
to buy in.” Clearly, charter schools are not in-
herently “better” than their public counterparts, 
and there is no reason to believe that these com-

panies have a higher capacity to teach typically 
African-American or Hispanic, disenfran-
chised youth. Siphoning investment away from 
the public sector is not only unwise, but ulti-
mately impractical. For, what happens if these 
companies eventually leave, or even fail? Build-
ing within the community is key to sustainable 
change, which is a strategy so many legislators 
refuse to acknowledge.

Simply put, privatization is not a better 
deal. Without access to crucial resources, vul-
nerable students may become marginalized in 
their own communities and left behind at un-
derfunded public schools. The state of public 
education in Florida is not a “hopeless” cause, 
yet we still see investment into all our schools 
looked upon with cynicism, especially by our 
elected lawmakers. Florida House Representa-
tive Barbara Watson put it best when she said, 
“This is not a school of hope. This is a Band-
Aid that has a sore festering underneath it.”

Patriotism Under 
Trump: students discuss 
the shift in perspective
 

Tiffany Dingley, Grade 12  

Sarah Maloney, Grade 11

Michael Waite, Grade 11

“I feel like there is a really big divide in our country, so [I] either feel that it [patriotism] has 
strengthened a bit or that it has been completely lost… A lot of values have been kind of twist-
ed or at least have evolved, something that many would argue are not as solid as they were 
before... In general, a lot of political discourse has turned hostile, so that just highlights a lot of 
room for growth. In current times, I would consider myself less [patriotic], at least regarding this 
current administration, just because I do not feel it represents what the 
United States could be or should be. The current administration… does 
not really align with my personal beliefs.”

“I would like to be patriotic, but it is very hard when the national govern-
ment is doing things I do not agree with. Therefore I don’t want to support 
the national government. I am definitely less [patriotic] because I don’t like 
[Trump].”

“I’d say I would be more patriotic. I think that right now, or at least in the 
past few decades, is one of the best times to be an American and one of 
the times to be proudest. It is hard to say, but it seems like ever since the 

start of  Trump running for president he has been trying to bring some-
thing out in all of us and really get us all proud to be us again.”

GRAPHIC BY SUZANNE BROWN

Nathan Radovich, Grade 9

“I believe that this country has become more patriotic without the limitation that [we] were put un-
der from the Obama administration. I have always been as patriotic as I could. I love this country. 
I would die for this country. I feel like generations nowadays see patriotism as an overwhelmingly 

negative thing that oppresses them which is truly the dumbest thing I have ever heard.”

Do you consider yourself to be patriotic in general?

No
27%

Yes 
54%

Based on a survey of 172 Pine View students in grades 
7-12; All surveys and quotes were taken prior to President 
Trump’s Sept. 22 remarks concerning NFL anthem protests. 

No 
Opinion
19%

Opinion The Torch
Friday, October 13, 201714

A step toward privatized schools 
is a step back for education

[student voices]



[a column]

by Sana Rahman
Editor-in-Chief 

Addressing the nation, Pres-
ident Donald Trump made his first 
public statement Aug. 21 in regard 
to the war in Afghanistan. The plan 
he outlined was twofold: increase 
troops in Afghanistan and take a 
harsher stance against Pakistan in 
order to curb the influence of ter-
rorism. Although the steps he has 
decided to take in Afghanistan are 
an unfortunate necessity, by isolating 
Pakistan, he may in fact be creating 
more problems.

The United States has a his-
tory of intervening in the name of 
democracy, overthrowing existing 
governments and leaving a far more 
unstable country behind. This pat-
tern can be seen through the sit-
uation in Afghanistan. According 
to an article by The Atlantic, the 
United States Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) helped build up the 
Taliban back in the 1980s in hopes 
of countering  the Soviet Union’s in-
fluence in Afghanistan. In response 
to the 9/11 attacks, the United States 
helped overthrow the Afghani gov-
ernment as a result of increased 
Taliban power, implementing a sup-
posed democratic 
government that 
now serves more 
as a figurehead 
than a strong po-
litical power.

Al though 
intervening in 
nations  where 
the United States 
is not welcomed 
tends to have 
negative effects, 
the United States made its mistake 
back in the 1980s, meaning we as a 
nation still have work to do in Af-
ghanistan. Thus, Trump’s decision to 
stay involved will, in the long run, be 
more beneficial than leaving a coun-
try that has no political structure nor 
belief in their government to fend 
for themselves.

However, Trump’s inflam-
matory rhetoric and staunch stance 
against Pakistan is what may back-
fire. The United States and Pakistan 
have a long history together, one 
that originated in the Soviet-Afghan 
War. Back when the United States 
became involved with Afghanistan 
in efforts to expel the Soviet Union, 
the United States utilized Pakistan 
to help support and fund the Tali-
ban. Brookings Institute’s research 
explains that when Taliban members 

and Afghanis began to flee, Pakistan, 
alongside Iran, were the countries 
that were geographically able to take 
in the largest number — five million 
people.

Due to the influx of people, 
terrorists cells in Pakistan began to 
grow rapidly, creating an even larg-
er security issue within the region. 
According to one Reuters article, the 

United States 
has given rough-
ly $1 billion of 
aid to Pakistan 
every year since 
2007  in hopes 
of showing its 
support for the 
Pakistani dem-
ocratic govern-
ment. Trump’s 
plan threatens 
this relationship.

Trump made it clear that he 
expects the Pakistani government 
to crack down on internal terrorism 
and to stop harboring radicals. If 
the nation fails to meet his require-
ments, Pakistan could lose one of its 
most important allies — the United 
States.

Although terrorism and vio-
lence in any country is unacceptable 
and should be condemned, providing 
such an ultimatum runs the risk of 
increasing anti-American sentiment. 
While Pakistan has a democratic 
government, this does not mean that 
the government has complete control 
over the acts of terrorism that occur 
in the northern part of the country. 
Taliban members, individuals whose 
violent ideology is based on the west-
ern world “corrupting and stealing” 
what they believe to be theirs, may 

Trump’s stance on Pakistan

very well distort Trump’s statements 
to show their audience that the West 
is inherently against them, and thus 
garner more followers.

Furthermore, in his speech, 
Trump propped up India, speculat-
ing that India will help in the fight 
against Afghanistan. This statement 
is hard to believe, for, if India be-
comes heavily involved in the war 
in Afghanistan, they too may begin 
to see the Taliban unleash violence 
in their nation. Considering that 
Pakistan-India relations have been 
unstable for decades, Trump again 
runs the risk of  hurting the crucial 
relationship that the United States 
holds with Pakistan.

Lastly, Trump’s stance against 
Pakistan could prove to be econom-
ically detrimental toward the United 
States’ presence in Asia. According 
to The Washington Post, in light of 
shrinking United States support, Pa-
kistan has turned to another global 
superpower — China. If the United 
States wishes to maintain its world-
wide stature, it needs to carefully 
pick its partners in various regions, 
and by taking a harsh stance against 
Pakistan, Trump may have just lost 
one the United States’ most import-
ant partners in the Muslim world.

If the Trump administration 
truly wants to counter the influence 
that terrorists have in the region, 
they must focus on the economic 
empowerment of the impoverished. 
Increasing trust between the people 
and government is a process that 
ensures the possibility of job oppor-
tunities, making this the only way to 
decrease the Taliban’s influence and 
ensure long-lasting stability within 
the region.

Melissa Santoyo, 
Opinion Editor

The plight of people of color 
(POC) in America is a pressing issue 
under our current political climate, 
that takes root in inter-sectional 
oppression. The two main perpetra-
tors—racism and prejudice—target 
minorities, especially individuals of 
mixed heritage. When your parents 
are of divergent racial identities, op-
pression takes on a whole new mean-
ing.

The various sources of stigma 
must first be analyzed in order to 
effectively explain that oppression, 
starting with racism. Racism, as de-
fined by Merriam Webster, is “a be-
lief that race is the primary determi-
nant of human traits and capacities 
and that racial differences produce 
an inherent superiority of a partic-
ular race.” It stems from the linkage 
of physical characteristics (i.e. race), 
political strife and societal conflicts 
of interest between varying groups.

Advocates for equal oppor-
tunity will argue that the key to 
combatting racism lies within com-
munities of color, where uniform 
distribution of racial stigma unites 
POC. Nothing in the social organi-
zation of man, however, can be con-
sidered equal.

Therefore, what does it mean 
when, as a POC, your own allies 
stand against you? Race, a concept 
often too elaborate to comprehend 
wholeheartedly, 
now meets preju-
dice.

As defined 
by the Merriam 
Webster, prejudice 
is a “an adverse 
opinion or leaning 
formed without 
just grounds or 
before sufficient 
knowledge.” It is 
derived from stereotypes but it does 
not necessarily take root in race, and 
unlike racism, it can be positive as 
well as negative. It is unique to an 
individual and often bases itself in 
absurd notions of who a person is, 
grounded solely on trivial matters 
such as gender or practiced religion.

White individuals can be both 
racist and prejudiced, but POC, most 
prominently black people within 
these communities, are not subject 
to the same statement. The 2014 
film, “Dear White People,” explains 
the subtle lines of difference between 
terminology as such: “Black people 
can’t be racist. Prejudice, yes, but not 
racist. Racism describes a system of 
disadvantage based on race. Black 
people can’t be racist since we don’t 
stand to benefit from such a system.”

The implications of this state-
ment organize themselves under gray 
areas. Biracial individuals, especially 
those with European ancestral roots, 
are recipients of both racism and 
prejudice since their physical features 
are often times a blend demonstra-
tive of that mixed heritage.

Being “white-passing” is a priv-
ilege in our society.  White-passing is 

a phrase reserved for individuals of 
mixed ethnic heritage who appear to 
be Caucasian, whether it be due to 
skin color or hair type. Depending 
on which side of their mixed ethnic 
heritage biracial individuals tend to 
relate more to in comparison to the 
other, stigma leaves a generation of 
mixed people bereft of a concrete 
identity. Affinity Magazine writer, 
Kaelan Doolan, speaks out about 
her own personal experience dealing 
with this sort of issue. “This is where 
the problem comes in; mixed peo-
ple are constantly split into halves. 
Those of lighter complexion than 
may be labeled as Caucasian, but still 
be far more in touch with their Af-

rican-American 
heritage. When 
people view those 
of mixed race by 
only one side of 
their genes, they 
are only seen as 
one half of a sin-
gle whole.”

As the 
w h i t e - p a s s i n g 
child of Cuban 

parents, this divide directly impacts 
my personal identity. White-pass-
ing is seen as a detriment in tight-
knit circles of Latinx communities, 
wherein individuals that lack the 
atypical attributes of their heritage 
feel targeted for not conforming. At 
times, lack of fluency in a parents’ 
native language is also an aspect that 
merits criticism from POC with 
heavy prejudice. However, due to the 
prevalent racism currently coursing 
in the sociopolitical circles of Amer-
ica, being white-passing and fluent 
in Germanic-based languages is an 
advantage.

Trapped between categories 
and grappling between identities, 
both biracial individuals and those 
who simply don’t possess the features 
typically belonging to their corre-
sponding “race” find themselves in 
a struggle. They end up checking a 
race box that they might not phys-
ically attest to on a job application. 
Implications of unfair pay grade de-
rived from the systemic inequality so 
heavily ingrained in American soci-
ety hang heavy over their heads, as 
fellow community members of color 
fall lax in their role as allies.

The outreach of 
intersectional 
oppression

Changes in policy risk violent fallout

[staff editorial]

Advanced classes increase 
pressure for younger students

New Teachers and 
Administrators: We’re 
happy to see all the new 
friendly faces on campus.

Build On: We’re happy to 
see students getting invovled 
in global issues and helping the 
people of Haiti. 

Turmoil in Venezuela: 
We’re sad to see the citizens 
suffer through current polit-
ical upheaval. 

The Verdict

U.S. Marines are deployed in Afghanistan by the Trump 
administration’s decision. 
PHOTO PROVIDED BY THEHILLTALK.COM
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 ]Trump’s stance 
against Pakistan 

could prove to be 
economically
detrimental.[

 ]White individuals 
can be both racist 

and prejudiced, but 
POC aren’t subject 

to the same 
statement.

[

“The true measure of success 
is not to outdo others, but rather to 
outdo ourselves,” is a timeless ad-
age first coined by former principal 
Steve Largo. Although these lines 
are espoused time and time again 
in forums and over announce-
ments, students at Pine View find 
themselves lost in their interpreta-
tion, often taking more challenging 
courses simply because everyone 
around them does the same.

In order to ascertain the 
student body’s opinions on this 
issue, The Torch interviewed sev-
eral high school students who 
have chosen to remain anony-
mous.

In recent years, cours-
es meant for students of higher 
grade levels have been offered at 
lower levels, paired with an al-
ready advanced curriculum, mak-
ing it increasingly problematic. 
Although this is of benefit to stu-
dents who want the academic chal-
lenge and are capable of handling it, 
or who are seeking a specific course 
of study, too often their peers see 
this as a norm they must follow.

“I got into advanced math 
and I just tanked. I’m not a math 
person ... but because I’m good at 
it, [guidance] put me in [Course 
III prealgebra]... I wasn’t ready for 
that,” a tenth-grader said.

For instance, if an eighth-
grade student enrolls in Biology 
I Honors — intended for ninth-
grade instruction — he or she is 
immediately propelled into Chem-
istry I Honors as a ninth-grader. 

This leads many to take Algebra II 
with Florida Virtual School, as the 
course is a co-requisite to Chem-
istry I Honors, requiring them to 
spend even more time on courses 
intended for later years of study.

“I’m very grateful to be able 
to be on par with my peers instead 
of being ahead of them. In a normal 
class, I wouldn’t be challenged,” one 
ninth-grader said. However, while 
select students excel within the 

demanding rigor of this track, too 
often many fall short.

In short, students become 
confused with the high difficulty 
and end up blaming teachers for 
being unfair, parents for urging 
them to take these courses, admin-
istration for encouraging their en-
rollment and themselves for their 
shortcomings.

“Pine View was supposed to 
be a great environment ... catering 
to gifted kids because they had dif-
ferent needs than everybody else. 
Somewhere along the line, Pine 
View lost that,” one tenth-grader 
said. “It’s not an environment for 
learning, it’s an environment where 

you get squashed under pressure 
... You feel like you’re about to ex-
plode.”

While academic challenges 
are not an absolute evil and cer-
tainly help students grow, there is a 
limit.  Too much coursework forces 
students to attempt to accelerate 
when they should avoid overachiev-
ing at the cost of their mental and 
physical health.

“I feel like a lot of students 
don’t know their boundaries 
when it comes to their own ca-
pabilities,” one eleventh-grader 
said. “I was going to take AP 
Chemistry because I love chem-
istry, but I also recognized that 
given my current academic rigor 
I can’t excel in it even given my 
penchant in it. I see other stu-
dents forcing themselves to fit 
into other classes despite a lack 
of interest because it looks better 

on their application for college.”
“I think that being surround-

ed by talented people who seem to 
be able to do anything, to be invin-
cible, makes me feel as if I need to 
do the same things as well,” another 
twelfth-grader said.

Pine View should be wary of 
offering accelerated courses to stu-
dents who feel pressured because 
those around them are doing the 
same. Whether it is a prerequisite 
exam designed by teachers of the 
specific courses or bringing back 
teacher recommendations, there 
should be effective limits to prevent 
students from going in over their 
heads.

 ]Pine View should 
be wary of offering  
accelerated courses 
to students because 
those around them 
are doing the same.
[



(Ful)Bright Future
Pine View alumna
given scholarship to teach 
at Polish University

[a column]

by Riley Board
Asst. Editor-in-Chief

Pine View Alumna Molly 
Benkaim, class of 2013, did not 
know that a position as a teaching 
assistant three and a half years ago 
would take her across the world to 
Poland as a Fulbright Teaching 
Assistant. However, the graduate 
of Arizo-
na State 
Universi-
ty recently 
arrived in 
the Pol-
ish city of 
Łódz to 
work with 
b io tech-
n o l o g y 
students.

The 
Fulbright 
S c h o l -
a r s h i p 
p r o g r a m 
funds three types of winners: there 
are Fulbright Scholars, professors 
who are given money to teach at 
a foreign university; there are Ful-
bright Researchers, people who 
pick a project and get to work on 
that project in another country; 
and there is the Fulbright English 
Teaching Assistant program, in 

which Benkaim is participating.
Benkaim became involved in 

the program through Arizona State 
University (ASU), where she was 
studying for her master’s degree. 
“ASU is one of the top producers of 
Fulbright Scholars so they do a lot 
of advertising for the program on 
campus,” Benkaim said. “It’s some-

thing that 
I saw all 
around and 
researched 
on my own. 
I’ve been 
teaching in 
some form 
or another 
for three 
and a half 
years so I 
knew that 
any pro-
gram where 
I could 
continue to 

do that was something that I would 
be interested in.”

At ASU, Benkaim received 
an undergraduate degree in bio-
chemistry and a master’s degree in 
medicinal biochemistry. “I taught 
throughout my undergraduate and 
my master’s,” she said. “I was a 
teaching assistant for a freshman 

literature course for a semester, 
and then for seven semesters I was 
a supplemental instructor at ASU 
working in biology classes,” Ben-
kaim said.

She arrived in Poland Sept. 
19 and spent a few days in War-
saw before traveling to the Medi-
cal University of Łódz, where she 
will be teaching a variety of classes. 
Upon arriving, Benkaim spent sev-
eral days in orientation, where she 
learned about the Polish education 
system. “It’s been a lot of infor-
mation thrown at you at once, but 
every Fulbrighter here is amazing, 

“It’s been a lot 
of information 

thrown at you at 
once, but every 

Fulbrighter here 
is amazing.”

Molly Benkaim,
class of 2013

Learning today 
from yesterday’s
mistakes

Sana Rahman, 
Editor-in-Chief

Hey everyone,
With the year just getting 

started, I think I should take some 
time to introduce myself. If there is 
one defining characteristic that my 
readers should know about me, it’s 
my obsession with coffee. You can 
almost always find me with an iced 
coffee in hand every morning, and 
at Starbucks studying after school.

With that said, as a Pine 
View student, there is no doubt 
that the epicenter of all after school 
activity is none other than the be-
loved Starbucks on Tamiami. On 
any given day, you can step foot into 
that coffee-lover sanctuary and see a 
handful of students hurriedly com-
pleting homework and teachers sit-
ting on couches grading papers. As 
I was talking to some of my fellow 
Pine View Starbucks regulars, we 
began thinking about a time before 
Starbucks on Tamiami … We did 
work at home? With no coffee?

By this point, you all proba-
bly think I have an unhealthy and 
unnecessar y 
a t t a c h m e n t 
to Starbucks, 
and you would 
be right, but 
I do have a 
point. Over 
the last year, I 
have realized 
that as time 
goes on and 
we progress, 
whether that 
be through 
gaining driv-
ing privileges, finding new hangout 
spots or finally getting a good grade 
in an impossible course, we often 
cannot remember the time before 
these “standards” were in our life. 
We become unable to deal with a 
shift backwards, forgetting how we 
dealt with the problem in the first 
place.

As a senior, after completing 
my strenuous and stressful junior 
year, I came into this year with the 
mindset that I refused to be put un-
der the same pressure and workload 
as last year. Why would I want to 
digress and go back to a harder time 
in my life? Yet, the moment senior 
year began, I saw myself back in my 

old patterns. I saw college applica-
tion deadlines fast approaching, I 
sat back and compared my scores to 
my  peers, and my stress level was 
back on an incline. It seemed like I 
had blocked out that difficult period 
of my life, freezing and forgetting 

how I dealt 
with the issue.

S o o n 
enough, I re-
alized that if 
I wanted to 
actually enjoy 
my senior year 
with the peo-
ple who I have 
spent the last 
seven years 
with, I had 
stop whining 
about how 

this year was supposed to be “easier” 
and come to the realization that I 
would, in fact, have to work just as 
hard as I have in previous years.

It’s never fun to go back to 
difficult, inconvenient times, but 
in the end when we face problems 
head-on, without a negative out-
look, we are more likely to walk 
away with a feeling of success and 
pride.

So the next time I complain 
about my inability to drive to Star-
bucks on Tamiami, I’ll make sure to 
think back to my pre-driving and 
pre-Starbucks-on-Tamiami days 
and think, “Hey, I can get through 
this.”

 ] It’s never fun to go 
back to difficult, incon-
venient times, but in the 
end when we face prob-
lems head-on, without 
a negative outlook, we 
are more likely to walk 
away with a feeling of 

success and pride.

[

by Zach Bright
Web Editor-in-Chief

Following her passion for 
politics, twelfth-grader Megan 
Creevy interns for Representative 
Vern Buchanan’s DC Congressio-
nal Office. From contributing to 
the district’s hurricane preparation 
or courting calls from constitu-
ents, she is up to the task.

According to Creevy, she 
has always had an interest in gov-
ernment. “I was looking for a way 
to get more involved in our lo-
cal government, and I had heard 
about internship opportunities at 
congressional offices across the 
nation,” she said. After calling up 
Congressman Buchanan’s office in 
April of last year, she was invited 
in for an interview and soon after 
was accepted for the position.

As an intern, Creevy has 
many responsibilities. She inter-
acts with the Congressman’s con-
stituency, opens cases with federal 
agencies and attends events on be-
half of his office. One project that 
she has recently worked on is Flor-
ida’s 15th Congressional District’s 
“Hurricane Book,” a compilation 
of emergency contacts, shelter 
locations and natural disaster pre-
cautions for the Sarasota-Bra-
denton area. “Florida is having a 
rather intense hurricane season 
right now, so I hope this project 
will prove useful for the district,” 
Creevy said.

Creevy’s internship experi-
ence has provided her with great 
exposure to the world of govern-
ment. “I love rolling my chair into 
my boss’s office and just having a 
discussion with him about topics 
that affect our district, homeless-
ness, upcoming special elections 
and the amount of students in our 
county that have free or reduced 
lunches, to name a few important 
issues,” Creevy said. For her work 
in the 2016 year, she was recently 
promoted to Deputy Internship 
Coordinator, which means she 
now leads the internship program 
and schedules each intern while 
still assuming her previous respon-
sibilities.

According to Creevy, she 
has gained more than just expe-

rience during her time in gov-
ernment. “The Congressman and 
his office are also great mentors; 
whenever I have dilemmas about 
career paths or college decisions, 
they’re always there to guide me,” 
she said.

Creevy said she wants to 

continue to follow her aspirations 
in government into the future, 
wherever they may take her. “I’m 
not sure exactly where I would like 
to go yet, but I do know that this 
field is one that interests me im-
mensely, and I want to run with 
my passion,” she said.

well-educated, well-spoken and 
incredibly interesting, so it’s been 
a lot of getting used to the loca-
tion, and getting to learn as much 
as I can about these other Fulbright 
scholars,” Benkaim said.

Benkaim will have a variety 
of responsibilities at the university. 
“I’m teaching an English class to 
master’s students of biotechnology 
and teaching a class in presentation 
skills,” she said. “I’m also doing a 
variety of cultural workshops and 
working in a translation center 
where I help with the writing of 
various things from the translation 

Pine View student gets
involved in Florida politics

Twelfth-grader interns with 
congressman Vern Buchanan

TOP: Twelfth-grader Megan Creevy shakes hands 
with her boss, Danny Bilyeu, the Congressman’s Field 
Representative. Creevy has been an intern for the 
Congressman’s office since April 2016. BOTTOM: Creevy 
poses with alumni Margo Schnapf, Eliza Quillen, Kathryn 
Kochevar and Florida Congressman Vern Buchanan. 
PHOTOS PROVIDED BY MEGAN CREEVY

Class of 2013 alumna Molly Benkaim poses for a graduation photo. Benkaim, a 
Fulbright Teaching Assistant, will be working with biotechnology students at the 
University of Łódz in Poland for nine months. PHOTO PROVIDED BY MOLLY BENKAIM

of student reports to grant appli-
cations to researchers trying to get 
their papers published in some sort 
of English journal.”

Benkaim will be in Poland 
for nine months. In regard to her 
journey to the Fulbright Scholar-
ship and Poland, she said, “I knew 
I enjoyed being able to help oth-
er people, but I wasn’t sure that 
teaching was exactly how I wanted 
to do that. But I ended up being 
offered this job as a supplemental 
instructor, figured I’d try it out, and 
three and a half years later I guess 
you could say that I enjoy it.”
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