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Twelfth-grader models for multiple labels

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s 
tenth-grader Max Banach 
for being last issue’s cross-
word winner! Use the free 
app Snapchat (available 
for iPhone and Android)  
to scan the QR code below 
to complete the PV Torch 
crossword. The first person 
to do so will win a compli-
mentary gift card.
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@PineViewTorchDotCom
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by Madi Holmes
Asst. Web Editor

As the national issue of 
school shootings becomes in-
creasingly prominent, fearful 
parents, district leaders and 
school communities are enforc-
ing more secure school cam-
puses across the country, Pine 
View being one of many. The 
gates began to slowly creep up 
around campus near the begin-
ning of the 2017-2018 school 
year. Due to the shooting at 
Stoneman Douglas High School 
in Parkland, Fla., the process for 
the new gate implementation 
was sped up.

The increase in security 
is currently being mandated by 
Sarasota County for all public 
schools within its jurisdiction. 
This includes the presence of 
fencing and/or gating around 
the campus perimeters, a single 
point of entry and bullet proof 
glass, all of which is being fund-
ed through a grant from the De-
partment of Education to Sara-
sota County Schools.

In Pine View’s case, the 
campus needs many upgrades 

to meet the county’s new safe-
ty and security requirements. 
The rather spread out and open 
flow of the campus requires 
more fencing and updates com-
pared to a typical one-build-
ing, interior 
door public 
school (in-
terior door 
meaning the 
indiv idua l 
classrooms 
do not con-
tain doors 
leading out-
side). 

“ O n e 
thing that 
struck me 
when I 
first saw 
Pine View 
was how it 
looked like a college campus, 
and how open and beautiful it 
was. This type of blueprint is 
not used anywhere anymore. 
Now they are building schools 
that lack as many exterior 
doors, and that feature the typi-
cal single point of entry for safe-

ty and security reasons,” middle 
school Assistant Principal Sue 
Fair said.

As fencing is installed and 
the rules regarding entering and 
exiting campus are enforced, 

the benefits 
of the security 
updates are 
questioned. 
Recently, class 
of 2007 alum-
nus Nathan 
R o b i n s o n 
spoke out 
in an online 
editorial of 
the Current 
Affairs Mag-
azine about 
how he be-
lieves the 
"iron cages" 
being in-

stalled compromise current 
and future students’ individual 
freedom on campus. “I look at 
the black barriers around my 
own Pine View School and I see 
what is quite obviously a dysto-
pia. We were free, and now the 
students are behind bars. We 

used to wander wherever we 
chose. Now you need to get per-
mission. How can anyone look 
at that and not be disturbed by 
it?” Robinson wrote.

The fencing construction 
also attracted the attention of 
Pine View’s original architect, 
Carl Abbott, who was appalled 
to see his original vision of Pine 
View completely changed. Ac-
cording to a Sarasota Your Ob-
server article, Abbott designed 
Pine View as an “academical 
village” with open borders to 
support the idea of individual 
freedom. In the article, "Pine 
View School fence changes ar-
chitect's vision for campus de-
sign" by Marty Fugate, Abbott 
said, “Freedom of thought, free-
dom of association, freedom on 
every level. I designed the cam-
pus to encourage individual 
thought and development.” His 
later quotes proceed to explain 
that he believes the new fence 
installations are compromising 
the freedom he advocated for in 
his original blueprint.
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Student wins third in Chinese competition
by Ella Hechlik
Web Editor-in-Chief

Twelfth-grader Lauren 
Teyke’s latest accomplish-
ment was placing third at the 
Worldwide Chinese Bridge 
Competition in Kunming, Yun-
nan. Teyke  has been studying 
the Chinese language and cul-
ture for the past seven years 
which encouraged her to par-
ticipate in the competition. 
She competed against other 
teams from around the world 
in language and cultural skills. 
The event was sponsored by 
Hanban, the Confucius Insti-
tute Headquarters, and was 
broadcast on TV in China.

Before the trip to China, 
Teyke competed in two com-
petitions in America, one in 
Tampa, Fla. and the other in 
Dallas, Texas. The first and sec-
ond place winners in the Texas 
competition were chosen to 
advance to the international 
competition in China, but due 
to complications with the sec-

ond place winner, Teyke was 
chosen to advance instead. 
Following that, Teyke paired 
up with the first place winner 
from Texas, eleventh-grad-
er Charlene Brzesowsky.

Chinese teacher Kitty 
Wang was the teacher who 
recommended Teyke for the 
competition. "Lauren is one of 
the best candidates from my 
classes at that time. She did 
several speeches in Chinese 
and danced a classic Chinese 
story, ‘Butterfly Love,’ while 
she was at the competition 
in China.  I watched all of her 
performances live or through 
recording. All of Lauren’s per-
formance are exceptional," 
Wang said.

Teyke flew into Beijing, 
China, Oct. 6, and after two 
days, she flew to the city of 
Kunming, in the province Yun-
nan, where the competition 
was held. Returning home 
Oct. 22, she spent those 16 
days not only moving up in the 

competition but also explor-
ing the culture. Teyke visited 
places in nearby cities, such as 
the Stone Forest, on days the 
judges were deciding on ad-
vancements. They were even 
given the opportunity to stay 
with host families for a day 

and the entire competition 
was recorded for TV. “It was 
all filmed, just like reality TV, 
so we were being followed by 
cameras all the time,” Teyke 
said.

Twelfth-grader Lauren Teyke (left) and partner eleventh-grader 
Charlene Brzesowsky of Texas toured various areas of China 
while there for the Worldwide Chinese Bridge Competition. 
Teyke was there for 16 days and explored the culture while visit-
ing areas such as the Dounan Flower Market. 
PHOTO PROVIDED BY LAUREN TEYKE

“I look at the black 
barriers around 

my own Pine View 
School and I see 

what is quite obvi-
ously a dystopia. 

We were free, and 
now the students 
are behind bars.” 

Nathan Robinson,
class of 2007 alumnus

continued on page 2

see features p. 8 & 9

Students (pictured left 
to right) weigh in on 
the new security mea-
sures:

“I like them [the fences] because 
they’re more secure during 
school hours,” fourth-grader 
Everett Perrin said.

“I feel much safer knowing 
that our campus is protected,” 
eighth-grader Ava Epstein said.

“I feel that it does compro-
mise mobility and that those 
compromises don’t really come 
with benefits for our security. 
There’s nothing that these walls 
can protect us from, all they 
do is keep us more divided,” 
twelfth-grader Ben Casey said.

“
““Pine View community discusses the 

impact of new security measures

Humans of Pine View: 
@humansofpineview

PHOTO BY CLYDE MORGAN

continued on page 2
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IN BRIEF
Speech and Debate succeeds at 
national Blue Key Invitational

Pine View students intern with 
Florida House Representative

Twelfth-grader Valerik Roumi, eleventh-graders Elizabeth Hopkins and Gwyn Pe-
tersen, and tenth-graders Ben Gordon, Leo Gordon, Grace Kim and Sanchi Pandey 
pose with state Representative Margaret Good and other members of the cam-
paign team. Students staffed the last fundraiser of the election cycle, held Oct. 30 
at Mattison’s 41; Good won her re-election bid this past Nov. 6. 
PHOTO PROVIDED BY SANCHI PANDEY

New gates spark controversy

Camille Chapman discusses the 
issue of violence in relationships

Model United Nations advances at 
annual KnightMUN

by Odelia Tiutyama
News Editor

The Pine View Speech and 
Debate team sent over 30 com-
petitors to the annual Blue Key 
Invitational, held Oct. 26 to 28, 
at the University of Florida. The 
team emerged from the compe-
tition with 15 of the students 
advancing to rounds past the 
preliminaries.

Students competed 
against over 1,000 competitors 
at the competition. Pine View 
performed well, earning sev-
enth place in team sweepstakes.

Within speech events, 
twelfth-grader Preetha Ra-
machandran placed fourth 
in Original Oratory as well as 
sixth in Informative Speaking. 
In Duo Interpretation, elev-
enth-graders Gregory Karcz 
and Caden Kolesar advanced to 
semi-finals, and twelfth-grad-
ers Megan Hartnett and Arya 
Nalluri placed fourth out of 
the hundreds of competitors. 
Tenth-grader Kiran Kadiyala ad-
vanced to semi-finals in Original 
Oratory.

In Congress, twelfth-grad-
er and Speech and Debate 
president James Kim made it 
to semi-finals along with elev-
enth-grader Cameron Burns. 
Eleventh-grader Ben Nichol-
son progressed past Congress 
semi-finals and advanced to 
Congress finals. In Humorous 
Interpretation, eleventh-grad-
er Michael Gutierrez advanced 
to semi-finals. Twelfth-grader 
Kevin Zhu made it to octo-finals 
in Domestic Extemporaneous 
Speaking with twelfth-grad-
er Valerik Roumi advancing 
to quarter-finals. In Foreign 
Extemporaneous Speaking, 
tenth-grader Grace Kim moved 
on to octo-finals.

In debate, twelfth-graders 
Thomas Allen and Robert Gray 
advanced to triple-octo-finals in 
Public Forum Debate.

“Our team got seventh for 
school sweepstakes, something 
we haven’t seen in a few years. 
I’m really proud of everyone 
who competed and I know this 
is going to be a great year for 
us,” James Kim said.

by Madi Holmes
Asst. Web Editor

The fencing initially 
brought shock to students and 
staff, as the once open grounds 
started to cultivate a different 
campus ambiance. However, 
as the installations finish, the 
fencing has started to blend into 
the daily interactions between 
students and staff.

Although most have 
gotten used to the increased 
amount of security, opinions on 
whether the fence is beneficial 
to campus are still controver-
sial. Those who oppose the new 
fencing take the position that 
the bars are contradicting the 
purpose of the original campus’ 
architectural design: promoting 
academic freedom. This opin-
ion is countered by the idea of 
increased safety and security 
for individuals on campus.

Alyson Treadway, a parent 
of two Pine View elementary 
students, finds relief at the in-
stallation of the new fences and 
increase in security. “I believe 
the fencing is providing safety 
and security for our students, 
which is the number one pri-
ority. I feel much more secure 
sending my children to school 
knowing there is a fence,” 
Treadway said.

Social studies teacher 
John Schweig, who has been 
teaching at Pine View for almost 
15 years, believes the gates are 
an unfortunate necessity. “I was 

surprised when I heard what 
the architect thought about 
the changes because I never 
thought that the ease of coming 
on and off campus was repre-
sentative of the open learn-
ing philosophy of the school. 
I would have thought that the 
philosophy was more greatly 
exemplified by an attitude in 
the classroom. Thus, while no 
one thinks the fences are nec-
essarily aesthetically pleasing, 
I don’t believe that anything 
about open inquiry in my class-
room has been changed due to 

the installation of the fences,” 
Schweig said. 

After conducting an anon-
ymous survey across a pool of 
287 seventh- to twelfth-grade 
students, the results revealed a 
majority negative opinion — 60 
percent of students said they 
believe the safety the fences 
provide are not a fair tradeoff 
with the restriction of move-
ment on campus. For now, as 
the county-mandated security 
increases go into effect, schools 
will continue to implement new 
safety measures. 

by Tricia Saputera
News Editor

Twelfth-graders were vis-
ited Oct. 24-25 and Nov. 7-8 in 
their English classes by Camille 
Chapman, prevention educator 
of the Safe Place and Rape Cri-
sis Center (SPARCC). SPARCC 
works to end domestic and sex-
ual violence in the community.

Although in her previ-
ous two visits to Pine View she 
came at the end of the year,  due 
to AP testing and other events, 
the fall was a better time for this 
year’s event.

As a prevention educa-
tor, Chapman visits students all 
over Sarasota County, discuss-
ing certain topics with certain 
grades, such as empathy with 
elementary schoolers. For high 
school students, Chapman usu-
ally presents a five session se-
ries, but only conducted two at 

Pine View. Chapman presented 
to individual classes rather than 
holding a large presentation, 
each session taking two days. 
At the October sessions, she 
discussed healthy relationships 
and red flags, while topics of 
sexual assault, sexual harass-
ment and the title IX law dom-
inated the second session.

During the presentations, 
Chapman incorporated a Pow-
erPoint, videos and an inter-
active activity. During the first 
session, twelfth-graders took 
a “Love Language” quiz. This 
helped students determine 
their traits in a relationship.

Overall, Chapman hopes 
to prevent violence in relation-
ships with discussion on vari-
ous topics. “I really enjoy what I 
do and I think it’s very import-
ant, the kids usually really enjoy 
it as well,” Chapman said.

by Isabella Gaskill
Web Section Editor

Pine View’s Model United 
Nations (PVMUN) team attend-
ed the 17th annual KnightMUN 
conference held at the Univer-
sity of Central Florida from 
Oct. 24 to 26. PVMUN brought 
58 delegates to the conference 
and a total of 22 Pine View del-
egates won awards.

There were 14 commit-
tees this year, including crisis 
committees, general assem-
blies and specialized general 
assemblies. Students in crisis 
committees dealt with crises 
such as extraterrestrial inva-
sions. In a general assembly, 
delegates represented coun-
tries and drafted resolutions 
to problems. In specialized 
general assemblies, delegates 
worked through problems in 
the British House of Commons 
and the United States Senate.

The winners of best posi-
tion papers were tenth-grader 
Andi Sun and ninth-grader Son-

ica Prakash. Tenth-graders Max 
Banach, Sanchi Pandey, Brooke 
Picazio, Drew Stoneburner, Bri-
an Zhang and eleventh-grader 
Levente Csepregi won verbal 
commendations. Tenth-grader 
Joey Chen and eleventh-grad-
ers Kemper Bernstein, Alex 
Douglas, Kaysha Kapadia and 
Hannah Sticht won honorable 
delegate. Eleventh-graders 
Luis Flores and Kris Selberg 
and twelfth-grader Shelly Bar-
ber won outstanding delegate. 

The highest award 
is best delegate. The win-
ners of best delegate include 
tenth-grader Julia Kourelakos, 
eleventh-graders Marguerite 
Andrich, Faith Kern, Dominic 
Marhoefer and Stefani Wald as 
well as twelfth-grader Kailin 
Huang. 

“I’m really proud, the nov-
ices pushed themselves out of 
their comfort zone to go out 
and try with public speaking,” 
PVMUN President Shelly Bar-
ber said.

Student masters Mandarin at
international Chinese competition
by Ella Hechlik
Web Editor-in-Chief 

In China, there were 
110 teams from 100 coun-
tries, with some countries 
being represented by multi-
ple teams. During the talent 
portion of the competition, in 
which Teyke presented a dance 
to a famous Chinese orchestra-
tion, 20 teams were picked to 
move on, four from each of the 
five participating continents. 
Teyke and Brzesowsky then 
competed against the other 
teams representing America. 
That put them in the fifth and 
final round of the competition, 
in which they placed third.

After the talent portion, 
the next round was set up as a 
game show to show off writing 
and language skills. The top 
five round included another 
talent and game show portion. 
In the final round, for the top 
three, a speech had to be deliv-
ered.

“I had never been to Chi-

na before so it was pretty cool 
to be sent for two weeks for 
free… It was crazy because 
I didn’t realize how big the 
competition was there... Peo-
ple were coming up to me and 
asking for my WeChat which is 
the main form of communica-
tion there. I just didn’t know 
it was such a big deal,” Teyke 

said.
For winning third place, 

Teyke received a trophy and 
a year scholarship to study in 
China, which she is consider-
ing. She also received a robot 
that will listen to spoken Chi-
nese and correct the pronunci-
ation and help with practicing 
the language.

Twelfth-grader Teyke (right) competes in the game show portion 
of the Worldwide Chinese Bridge Competition held in the city of 
Kumming, located within the province of Yunnan. Teyke compet-
ed against 110 teams from Oct. 6 to Oct 22. 
PHOTO PROVIDED BY LAUREN TEYKE

GRAPHIC BY ISABELLA GASKILL

continued on page 2

continued on page 2



email the editors at news@pineviewtorch.com3news

PHOTO BY CLYDE MORGAN

Student hosts new 
math symposium
by Haleigh Brown
Asst. Editor-in-Chief

Inspired by AP Calculus BC his 
sophomore year, eleventh-grader Kris 
Selberg hosted the Pine View School 
Applied Mathematics Symposium Oct. 
24 in the auditorium during eighth 
period. Featuring five different career 
choices, Selberg invited Dirk Warner, 
Michael Prestia, Joseph Long, Frank 
Filipanits and Mark Mattia 
to present where math 
has taken them in life.

Working as 
head instructor of 
the Mathnasium 
of Sarasota, Dirk 
Warner began 
the symposium 
with an equa-
tion on the board, 
highlighting the 
key aspects of how 
to solve it: what is the 
most important, what 
you need to know and how 
you’re going to get there. 
With these questions in 
mind, Warner explained how math 
can be utilized in all areas of life, such 
as picking a college.

Michael Prestia presented his ca-
reer’s intricacies as a lead Gameplay 
engineer at Sledge Hammer Games; 
popular games he has worked on 
include Call of Duty: WWII and Call 
of Duty: Advanced Warfare. He ex-
plained his job as, “taking math with 
expressions and extractions to make 
meaningful experiences in video 
games.” Prestia displayed one of his 
games to clarify the role of mathemat-
ics, exciting the audience.

As a licensed professional en-
gineer and patent attorney lawyer, 
Joseph Long focused on math in the 

business world.  He has held a vari-
ety of jobs in finance, writing patents, 
encrypting messages in military ap-
plications and digitizing communi-
cation systems. Long also serves as 
the alumni sponsor, alongside English 
teacher Desiree Schell, on Pine View’s 
Future Business Leaders of America 
(FBLA) club, of which Selberg is the 
vice president.

The fourth presenter, 
Frank Filipanits, pre-

sented the unique way 
in which he incorpo-

rated his passion 
for music with his 
occupation as the 
CEO of Cool Stuff 
Labs Inc. With-
in the music in-
dustry he works 

extensively with 
software production, 

creating software to 
manipulate songs after 
they are recorded.

Pine View AP Statis-
tics teacher Mark Mattia 

depicted a timeline of his math ca-
reer; he started as a statistician at 
AT&T, until he was offered a job in 
sales data analysis and multivariate 
statistics at Mars, Inc. Mattia special-
ized in market research, advertising 
and promotions, bringing the Skittles 
slogan, “Taste the Rainbow” to life, as 
well as naming the popular chocolate 
dessert, “Milky Way Midnight.”

Students that attended were im-
pressed by the symposium. “It was an 
incredible event that was very benefi-
cial to students who may be interest-
ed in the mathematical career route, 
or maybe even those who knew little 
about it,” twelfth-grader Nabil Shariff 
said.

SCF terminates high school dual enrollment 
courses with Sarasota and Manatee schools

Wellness initiatives 
introduced
by Manny Rea
Managing Editor

In an effort to promote safety, the 
HERE4U Crisis textline and Fortify FL 
application have offered anonymous 
services for Sarasota County school 
students. Available 24/7 on the web 
and through phone, the services pro-
vide students with school-oriented 
help as well as a source for reporting 
harmful or suspicious activity in and 
out of the classroom.

Funded by the Charles & Margery 
Barancik Foundation, a Sarasota-based 
private family organization aimed to-
wards helping local programs, the 
H E R E 4 U 
t e x t l i n e 
connects 
users to 
p r o f e s -
s i o n a l 
c r i s i s 
c o u n -
selors available 
24/7. This textline 
was made accessi-
ble through 
a $14,300 
grant to 
S a r a s o -
ta County 
S c h o o l s 
for aware-
ness campaign material.  The grant 
follows a long list of other grants 
spearheaded by the foundation, who 
have provided help to Sarasota County 
Schools since 2014. 

Posted on restroom doors 
throughout campus, messaging 
HERE4U to the number 741741 will 
send students to a listening ear. "It's 
great that programs like HERE4U ex-
ist, especially in such advanced times 
where technology can be utilized for 

the greater good,” twelfth-grader Scott 
Barcomb said. "If actions are taken to 
help each other out as much as pos-
sible, then there could [be] less prob-
lems, hopefully, for individuals.”

Additionally, Fortify FL is a state-
wide initiative originally created with 
the Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 
School Public Safety Act. Announced 
Feb. 23, following the Parkland shoot-
ing, Governor Rick Scott signed the 
act, setting aside $400 million to be 
used for safety and mental health in all 
schools.

Alongside money meant for 
school resource officer training and 

mental health 
c o u n s e l i n g 
p r o g r a m s , 
Fortify FL 
was formed 
in conjunc-

tion with the 
Florida Office 

of the Attorney Gener-
al, the Florida Depart-

ment of Education 
and the Florida De-
partment of Law En-

forcement. Users can con-
tact school officials or local 
law enforcement through 

an anonymous tip process. 
Photos and videos related 

to an incident can be added, as well as 
calls to emergency services, if neces-
sary.

“I feel that this [is] a valuable ad-
dition to the reporting systems already 
in place,” Assistant Principal Tara Spiel-
man said. “In recent weeks across the 
country there have been threats avoid-
ed and potential school violence avert-
ed because of others who have taken 
the 'See something, say something' 
mantra to heart and acted upon it.”

Scan these QR codes to check out 
the story about Destiny Discover 
(left) and to read the full story about 
the Florida Scholastic Press 
Association District 5 Conference on 
pvtorch.com (right).

GRAPHIC BY TRICIA SAPUTERA
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Sarasota County Schools currently search for curriculum alternatives
by Elizabeth Hopkins
Match Editor-in-Chief

After a troubled histo-
ry in negotiating with local 
school districts, the State Col-
lege of Florida (SCF) at the 
Manatee-Sarasota location 
announced the termination of 
dual enrollment (DE) courses 
offered on high school cam-
puses Oct. 2. Effective July 1, 
2019, DE classes will only be 
available on SCF campuses at 
Venice, Lakewood Ranch and 
Bradenton, as well as online.

According to a FAQ sheet 
on the college’s website, 
“quality inconsistencies re-
lated to course rigor, faculty 
oversight, academic support 
and guidance” were cited as 
reasons as to why the college 
has shifted their policy.

Additionally, SCF’s ac-
creditation agency, the South-
ern Association of Colleges 
and Schools Commission on 
Colleges, recently tightened 
their standards in regard 
to course rigor specifically. 

Now, students enrolled in 
DE courses must have access 
to the same resources made 
available to college students, 
including library and aca-
demic support services.

The Sarasota County 
School District, however, 
expressed disappointment 
in response to SCF’s DE pro-
gram changes. “This deci-
sion will negatively impact 
hundreds of students in our 
school districts who take 
accelerated coursework for 
high school graduation and 
need to compete academi-
cally for college,” Superin-
tendent Todd Bowden said 
in a press release.

This decision came af-
ter SCF’s plans to open a 
new charter school at their 
Venice campus, causing 
many to call into question 
the underlying motivation 
of these policy changes. Af-
ter all, just months before 
the Sarasota School Board’s 
unanimous approval of the 

charter, SCF announced al-
leged problems in the way 
Pine View had conducted DE 
courses, even suggesting test 

score inflation. Ultimately, 
beginning this past fall, only 
SCF faculty were allowed to 

“This decision 
will negatively 

impact hun-
dreds of 

students in our 
school districts 
who take accel-

erated course-
work for high 

school gradua-
tion. ”

Todd Bowden,
superintendent

teach DE classes on campus, 
a measure which was spurred 
on by recommendations from 
SCF president Carol Probst-
feld.

During this time, how-
ever, Principal Dr. Stephen 
Covert attests that SCF nev-
er observed where DE class-
es were taught, even though 
their administration was 
encouraged too, and they of-
fered no specific feedback.  

Despite this, SCF con-
tends they are doing all they 
can to create a positive learn-
ing experience for students. 
“We are making sure we de-
liver the highest quality to 
the students. We want the 
students to have the best ex-
perience possible and be the 
most successful,” SCF spokes-
person Jamie Smith said, ac-
cording to the Sarasota Her-
ald-Tribune.

Currently, Sarasota 
County Schools are exploring 
alternatives to SCF’s dual en-
rollment program, possibly 

cooperating with the Univer-
sity of South Florida Man-
atee-Sarasota. Regardless, 
college-level coursework will 
continue to be offered to stu-
dents across the county.

Pine View’s own strat-
egy to ameliorate these pol-
icy changes may differ from 
other schools across the 
county. Refusing to abandon 
the prospect of DE, Covert is 
currently talking to colleges 
both in-state, including Flor-
ida Gulf Coast University and 
Florida International Univer-
sity, and out-of-state, like the 
College of William & Mary, 
referring them to the school 
district level. In this, Covert 
hopes to effectuate solutions 
that will connect students 
with classes at an advanced 
college level with qualified 
instructors.

Describing SCF’s policy 
changes as “an opportunity 
in disguise,” Covert said, “I 
put my money on our teach-
ers and students.”
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Sarasota County establishes new bathroom 
guidelines regarding transgender students

Pine View Chorus introduces new cabaret

Ninth-grader Logan Schultz performs “When I’m 64” by the Beatles at Sarasota 
Studio. Schultz is one of 10 singers that performed Oct. 25 helping raise a total of 
$7,000 which will go towards the New York trip in the spring. PHOTO BY ALEX ROUMI

by Alex Roumi
Asst. Sports Editor

As part of a fundraising initia-

tive, the Pine View Choir held their 

first cabaret at the Sarasota Studio in 
downtown Sarasota Oct. 25. The event 
raised money for the high school choir 
trip to Carnegie Hall in New York City, 

N.Y. next spring from March 30 to April 
2.

Choir teacher Seth Gardner over-

saw the event along with the help of 

tenth-graders Kenna Bartlett, Sanchi 
Pandey and twelfth-grader Grace Cal-
lahan. Gardner also worked alongside 
parent volunteers Christy Bartlett, 

Stephanie Van Pelt, Barb McDonald, 
Susan Callahan and Sangeeta Wadha-

wan. “I thought it would be a great idea 
to put together a concert that is low 
cost to help the students raise money 
to go to Carnegie Hall,” Gardner said.

In preparation for the fundraiser, 
Gardner held auditions for students 
that expressed interest in singing at 
the cabaret. Over 30 students audi-
tioned to perform and the auditions 

took place during the Oct. 5 choir class. 
“The auditions went very well. My goal 

was to have representation from every 

level, middle and high school, which is 
what we got,” Gardner said.

At the cabaret, the following stu-

dents performed solos: seventh-grader 

Isabella Kulawick, eighth-grader Leena 
Jarrar, ninth-graders Michaela Chan, 
Logan Schultz and Ashley Spadafora, 
tenth-graders Kaki France and Sanchi 
Pandey, eleventh-grader Natalie Tay-

lor, and twelfth-graders Grace Callah-

an and Ben Casey. The emcees for the 
night were tenth-graders Tommy John-

son and Kenna Barlett. “I didn’t have 
to teach them the song and the notes. I 
just had to teach them the flow, what to 
do on stage, how to portray their mes-

sage in their song and what to wear on 

stage so it relates to the song’s mean-

ing,” Gardner said.
Tickets for the event were $30 

a person, with dinner included. Elev-

enth-grader Josie Filipantis wrote the 

“Sponsor Song,” which was to thank 
the sponsors for their contributions to-

wards the upcoming trip. Some spon-

sors paid up to $1,600 (the cost for 
a student’s whole trip to New York) to 
get their name sung at the end of the 

song in order to be promoted. The cab-

aret alone raised $7,000, and the Pine 
View Choir hopes to host more fund-

raisers prior to the New York trip.
Gardner said he loved the caba-

ret, and it was an experience he won’t 
forget anytime soon. “I thought that it 
went really well, better than we could 

have ever hoped for. The venue was 
beyond fantastic, the students did a 
great job, and the parents put togeth-

er a wonderful menagerie of food and 

raffles, so it was a lot of fun,” Gardner 
said. “I was really impressed with my 
students... People in the crowd cried 
and laughed, it was a lot of fun.”

by Ella Hechlik
Web Editor-in-Chief

Sarasota County Schools 
superintendent Todd Bowden 
sent an email to principals and 
administrators across the coun-

ty Oct. 24 addressing a set of 
guidelines regarding transgen-

der students in Sarasota Coun-

ty. The guidelines outlined the 
use of pronouns, restroom and 

locker room policies, extra-

curricular activities, athletics, 
dress codes and day/overnight 
field trips.

The guidelines were dis-

cussed for over a year by the 
local LGBTQIA task force. Split 
into four parts, the guidelines 

include an executive summary, 
a Q&A with the LGBTQIA task 
force and an advancing equi-
ty section. The LGBTQIA task 
force includes students working 
alongside members of multiple 
organizations, such as Equality 
Florida and ALSO Youth.

The usage of restrooms 
for transgender students 

stirred up controversy both in 
the community and within the 
school board itself. According 
to the guidelines, “all students, 
who want to use the restroom 

in accordance with their consis-

tently supported gender identi-

ty, will be provided the available 
accommodation that best meets 
the needs and privacy con-

cerns.” The guidelines also state 
that “it is up to the student, and 

the student alone, to share his/
her/their identity.” According to 
the Herald Tribune, this specif-
ic statement incurred concerns 
from school board chair Bridget 
Ziegler who believes parents 
should be directly involved in 
the discussion about the deci-
sions that 

affect their 
children at 
school.

A n -

other is-

sue Ziegler 

b r o u g h t 
f o r w a r d 

was that 

the guide-

lines never 

a p p e a r e d 

before the 
board and 
were not 

meant to 

be released 
to the pub-

lic. Origi-
nally sent 

out in an 

email from 

B o w d e n 

to all the 

school board 
members, the guidelines were 
then supposed to be given to 
principals and administrators 
around the county at the end of 
that week.

However, the controver-

sy had already taken shape in 

the community. According to 
the Herald Tribune, Bowden 
received an email from a con-

cerned parent about the re-

stroom policy for transgender 
students. The email mentioned 
the father’s concern for his 
daughter, “If Sarasota County 

schools will not keep my daugh-

ter safe from mentally ill male 

students who want to use the 

same bathroom as my daugh-

ter, then I will,” 31-year-old Da-

vid Peters wrote. The next day, 
police officers investigated any 

potential threats that may have 

been in the email. The officers 
then determined that no threat 

was made after they discussed 
the email with Peters.

Math teacher Summer 
Grantham, sponsor of Gay-
Straight Alliance at Pine View, 

said, “It has 
n o t h i n g 

to do with 

sexual mis-

conduct or 
sexual devi-
ance… I had 
a student 

who identi-

fied at birth 
as a female 

and in high 

school came 
out as a 

transgender 

male, and 

identifies as 
male. I 100 
percent re-

spect that. 
I think that 
when that 

student was 

in my class 
as a middle 

schooler, I 
think he was very uncomfort-
able... Later on, when he came 
out as a male, you could see 
how much more comfortable 
and happy he was.”

In regard to its effect at 
Pine View, Principal Dr. Ste-

phen Covert said, “Nothing 
has changed [with the guide-

lines], and we have been able 
to accommodate every student 
request. I think every student 
should be able to use the re-

stroom, as the superintendent 

said, according to their consis-

tently asserted gender identity... 
No matter what your situation 

is we will be able to meet your 
needs.”

As for students on campus, 
there are conflicting opinions. “I 
understand that parents want 

to know what their kids are do-

ing but it can be super harmful 
if the kid is out at school but not 
at home. But, I am glad that they 
are taking action with the bath-

room situation,” eleventh-grad-

er Charlie Sutcuoglu said.
“There are other bath-

rooms for the transgender 

community to use, including 
the single-use restrooms that 

are available at Pine View. Any-

time you implement a policy 
on something as rudimentary 

as using the restroom, it makes 

it more complex for everyone 
simply due to increased regula-

tion. In this case, not just trans-

gender people, but all students 
as well,” twelfth-grader Thomas 
Gilfert said.

On Nov. 6 the School 
Board voted that the guidelines 

should remain the same as they 

were released Oct. 24. The vote 
was three to two.
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by Grace Johnson
Match Layout Artist

Dedicating time to im-
proving our local and aca-
demic environment, one of 
Pine View’s most active ser-
vice clubs, PeaceJam, is cur-
rently encouraging the Pine 
View community to keep 
their campus and county an 
eco-friendly place to live. 
From global warming to recy-
cling, Pine View’s PeaceJam is 
tackling it all.

Annually, PeaceJam 
chooses one “call to action” 
to address for the next school 
year. There are 10 global calls 
to action available to choose 
from: halting the spread of 
global disease, equal access 
to water, alleviating extreme 
poverty, social justice and 
human rights, controlling 
the proliferation of weapons, 
ending racism and hate, equal 
rights for women and chil-
dren, breaking the cycle of 
violence, investing in human 
security and restoring Earth’s 
environment. This year, the 
club is taking on the challenge 
of restoring the environment.

“In previous years, we’ve 
focused on ending racism and 
hate. Obviously, we haven’t 
completely accomplished 
that goal but we decided 
that we wanted to shift our 
focus and see if we could do 

PeaceJam promotes environmental 
awareness on and off campus

something that’s a little more 
impactful on the local level,” 
twelfth-grader and PeaceJam 
ambassador, Shelly Barber, 
said.

One significant reason 
PeaceJam decided to focus 
on restoring the Earth’s envi-
ronment is its interconnect-
edness with the other global 
calls to action. “There’s a lot 
of intersection with margin-
alized people who are dis-
proportionately affected by 
climate change,” Barber said.

Pine View’s PeaceJam 
chapter is working on numer-
ous projects to improve and 
restore the Earth’s environ-
ment. One essential part of 
their project is improving re-
cycling around campus. While 
recycling is a popular notion 
today, most people do not 
know what belongs in the re-
cycling bin. Promoting proper 
recycling in ways that are not 
inconvenient is another as-
pect of their call to action.

“Last year, the Earth 
Day was kind of wimpy,” 
tenth-grader Samantha Sin-
eath said. As part of their 
work promoting, recycling 
and caring for the environ-
ment, PeaceJam is planning 
on hosting a more extrava-
gant Earth Day celebration on 
campus in collaboration with 
other environmental clubs 

on campus. “We’re bringing 
[Earth Day] back. We’re try-
ing to have a lot of activities 
with all the environmental 
clubs on campus [to] try to 
have a really big Earth Day,” 
Sineath said.

Environmental resto-
ration has a lot to do with 
restitution of resources for 
those who cannot afford to 
refurbish their assets. To 
assist the local community, 
tenth-grader Bethel Schan-
dorf-Lartey and other Peace-
Jam ambassadors are begin-
ning a community garden in 
the Palmer Ranch area. “It 
basically boosts the need for 
growth and plants and things 
like that. It ties into the en-
vironment, of course. We 
would basically just promote 
the idea of growing differ-
ent vegetables and fruits to 
low-income areas and Title 
I schools,” Schandorf-Lartey 
said.

As they continue com-
pleting their hard work, 
PeaceJam truly takes the 
phrase “call to action” to 
heart while verbalizing their 
goals. PeaceJam ambassa-
dor and twelfth-grader Ed-
ward Brunicardi said, “I think 
PeaceJam’s goal as a club is 
to spread awareness, not so 
much through talking about 
it, rather through doing  it.”

[an infographic]

by Melissa Santoyo
Editor-in-Chief

From dealing with chem-
ical coated lab coats to mixing 
beakers bursting with various 
agents, twelfth-grader Danielle 
Daly is a STEM student accus-
tomed to life inside the lab. Tak-
ing inspiration from her love of 
both chemistry and environ-
mental preservation, Daly is 
currently spearheading a local 
water conservation initiative to 
create conver-
sation among 
younger stu-
dents outside of 
class regarding 
today’s ecology.

Daly’s ini-
tiative is called 
the “Earth Echo 
Water Chal-
lenge,” and it 
functions under 
the nonprofit or-
ganization Earth 
Echo Interna-
tional (EEI). The enterprise 
aims to motivate young people 
toward advocating for sus-
tainable development. EEI has 
multiple branches, with proj-
ects like “PlasticSeas,” which 
explores the impact of pollu-
tion on marine life and humans 
through free “adventure-based” 
STEM video resources.

While this endeavor is 
still in progress, the robust 
water challenge runs annually 
from March 22 (United Nations 
World Water Day) through to 
December. As of October, the 
challenge has over 1.5 million 
participants in over 146 coun-
tries. EEI equips participants of 
the water challenge with porta-
ble water quality testing kits as 
well as an adjunct curriculum 
so that students can understand 
the significance of their findings. 
The kits can test pH, turbidity 
(opaqueness) and temperature. 

Daly initially heard of EEI 

through her time as a Mote Ma-
rine intern. EEI representatives 
attended Mote’s Youth Ocean 
Conservation Summit, and fol-
lowing their visit, Daly applied 
for an EEI mini grant. She re-
ceived several mini test kits for 
her own use, and she is looking 
for different on-campus orga-
nizations she can work with to 
use the kits.

After receiving her kits, 
Daly was also encouraged by 

former Mote 
intern and EEI 
Water Challenge 
Program Manag-
er Sean Russell 
to apply to be 
a Water Chal-
lenge Ambas-
sador. Through 
that program, 
Daly traveled to 
Washington D.C. 
and met other 
a m b a s s a d o r s 
at EEI’s Youth 

Leadership Council. There, stu-
dents were able to discuss pro-
gram expansion to local com-
munities, while gaining insight 
on the global scale of their ini-
tiatives.

“We are grateful for Dan-
ielle’s leadership as one of our 
inaugural EarthEcho Water 
Challenge Ambassadors... Dan-
ielle’s experience in the ma-
rine conservation field and her 
passion for empowering young 
people to take action to pro-
tect their local waterways has 
played an important role in our 
ability to expand the reach and 
impact of the EarthEcho Water 
Challenge program,” Russell 
said.

In the future, Daly plans to 
further her studies in chemistry 
and ecology to better under-
stand the junction of both fields 
of study. “That’s just something 
I’m passionate about and I 
think it’s important,” Daly said. 

Student pioneers 
water quality 
initiative

[an infographic]
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“[Ecology] is 
just something 
I’m passionate 

about, and I 
think it’s  

important.” 
Danielle Daly,

grade 12
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by Sarah Catalano
Asst. Sci & Tech Editor

Disproving the negative con-
notations associated with models 
through her positive outlook and val-
ues, twelfth-grader Sarah Harding has 
been modeling for two years. She was 
initially inspired by the women in her 
family — her mother, grandmother and 
aunt were all models before her. Today, 
Harding shares this affinity. 

“I’ve always been kind of obsessed 
with fashion and how it’s like a science 
in the sense that 
it’s always chang-
ing,” Harding said. 
“I like how fluid 
it is and how it 
changes based on 
what’s happening 
in the world and 
how one thing can 
influence another.”

While Hard-
ing has been bal-
ancing modeling 
and academics for 
two years now, she 
really began focusing on it this summer, 
her first photoshoot being this past 
June. She modeled for the Italian dress 
company Chiara Boni, the fashion and 
accessory company Camilla, and for the 
fashion company L Boutique.

Twice a month, Harding meets 
with photographers of these brands for 
a long day of posing on sets, ranging 
from the seaside to the laundromat. 

Check out PVTorch.com

Twelfth-grader takes center 
stage in the fashion industry
Student redefines stereotypes through modeling
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Preparation for photoshoots in-
volves working closely with hair and 
makeup artists, dressing in clothes laid 
out for her and wearing specific sets of 
jewelry to compliment her outfits.

Also participating in pole-vault-
ing, Harding works hard to balance 
her time between school, modeling 
and the sport. “It’s been a challenge. I 
do workouts six days a week, three to 
four hours a day. Then I have modeling 
every few weeks, and school. You learn 
how to balance and how to use [your 

time] well,” Harding 
said.

T h r o u g h o u t 
her earlier career in 
modeling, Harding’s 
family and friends 
have been highly 
supportive of her. 
Jessica Papineau, a 
family friend, has 
also served as a guide 
and mentor. As a past 
model, Papineau un-
derstands the fashion 
industry. “She has a 

natural ability,” Papineau said. “She has 
a presence that comes through on the 
camera.” 

According to Harding, she enjoys 
the whole experience of modeling — 
from getting her hair and makeup done 
to joking with the photographers while 
music plays in the background. Howev-
er, modeling is also a business and car-
ries a serious aspect to it. Those in the 

field have 
t o 
n a v -
i g a t e 

through 
p a p e r -
work and 
contracts 
w h e n 
b o o k i n g 
jobs while 
r e m a i n i n g 
conscious of 
how their ac-
tions impact 
others and the 
companies they 
represent. “It gives 
you more of a world-
ly outlook in how 
r e p r e s e n t i n g 
this brand and 
wearing these 
clothes can 
affect oth-
er people,” 
H a r d i n g 
said.

“ I 
love how 
t h e r e 
are dif-
f e r e n t 
points 
in his-
t o r y, 

in the model-
ing sense, that 

change a little 
bit,” Harding 

said. “In our 
g e n e r -
a t i o n , 
e v e r y -

body is 
b e a u t i f u l . 

I think when 
people try to 

put other people 
down, it shows a 
lack of confidence 

or that there’s 
something wrong in 

their life. One of my per-
sonal philosophies is that 

you try to find a little bit 
of joy or positivity in ev-
ery person you meet.”

As for the future, 
Harding would like 
to continue model-
ing in college. Sev-
eral agencies have 
reached out to her 
to join their com-

pany. How-
ever, she is 
interested 
in main-
taining a 
b a l a n c e 
b e t w e e n 
modeling 

and life.

“I’ve always been 
kind of obsessed 
with fashion and 

how it’s like a 
science in the 

sense it’s always 
changing.”

Sarah Harding,
grade 12

Scan this QR code 
to read the student 
spotlight on sev-
enth-grade dancer 
Juliana Silver on 
our website.

Scan this QR code 
to read a movie 
review for the new 
movie Goose-
bumps 2 on our 
website.
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by Olivia Hansen
Humor Editor

Bringing the Hungarian tradition 
of intimate, casual dining to Sarasota, 
Elixir Tea House redefines the tradition-
al tearoom. The secluded establishment 
consists of numerous niches, privatized 
for small groups of people, to maintain 
intimacy and encourage conversation 
between friends and family.

Elixir was the product of a dream 
between Hungarian couple and Elixir 
Tea House owners, Zsuzsanna and Gyura 
Lukacs; both tea aficionados who spent 
years seeking out the best tea houses all 
around the world.

“Back in Hungary, we have these 
kind of tea houses. Hungarians like to sit 
down with their friends and family in a 
private room and have a nice conversa-
tion and play games,” manager Erika Bu-
dai said.

The diversified menu features over 
80 varieties of tea that vary in cultural 
background. They are best known for 
their boba and oolong teas, both deriving 
from different parts of Asia. Other cus-
tomer favorites include Elixir’s coffee as-
sortment and wellness teas, each special-
izing in different health benefits. The tea 

is served in a kettle-mug combination, al-
lowing for a perfect opportunity to spend 
time with your loved ones while the tea 
remains warm. Along with the varying 
selection of hot and cold beverages, Elixir 
Tea House offers quick bites to accompa-
ny the main element of the cafe.

“Elixir Tea House is the perfect com-
bination of tranquility and comfort. The 
staff really makes you feel at home the 
moment you walk in the building,” elev-
enth-grader Kaysha Kapadia said.

The humble environment proves to 
be an ideal backdrop for local artists to 
perform. Every Monday, Elixir features 
musicians to complement the mood. 
Open-mic nights are even hosted on 
Tuesdays. Elixir also hosts local groups 
and clubs, such as book clubs and a Span-
ish-learning club. 

Elixir Tea House is open Monday 
through Friday from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
and Saturday through Sunday from 2 p.m 
to 10 p.m. It is located at 1926 Hillview 
St., Sarasota.

by Lucy Collins
Web Section Editor

The British Corner Shop, located on 
Gulf Gate Drive, is the perfect place to un-
wind and drink tea after a long day. Sand-
wiched in a small strip mall, the stripes 
of the U.K. flag painted on the sign cannot 
be missed. 

The owners, Kathy Wilson and Li-
onel Cohen, opened the restaurant and 
store four years ago. Along with their Tea 
Room, they have a store where one can 
purchase tea, mugs, china, purses and 
more items that come directly from the 
U.K. They serve a variety of customers, 
from locals to international travelers. “[I] 
enjoy working here because there are a 
lot of people interested in the U.K. and it’s 
a taste of home,” manager Moira Nichols 
said.

With a faux fire in the back of the 
restaurant and an availability for 24 
guests at a time, the Tea Room itself is 
a quiet, cozy place to relax. The elegant 
paintings hanging from the walls and 
china tea cups add to the overall beauty 

of the decor. In the back corner there is a 
hutch filled with tea pots of all sizes and 
colors, and flower-painted china and sau-
cers above the fireplace. While sipping 
tea, smooth jazz flows through the room.

The daily special ranges from des-
serts such as fudge cake to meals like 
meat pie; everything is freshly made. The 
menu boasts a wide variety of options, in-
cluding tea, coffee, meat pies, scones and 
cookies. 

Their warmed scones are a popular 
item, served with clotted cream, a type of 
thick cream used in cream tea, straight 
from the U.K. 

Their most popular item, the Tra-
ditional Afternoon Tea, is served with 
tea and a three-tiered cake stand. The 
first tier features tiny yet delicious tea 
sandwiches, the second tier offers a 
choice of various scone options and the 
third tier contains cakes and pastries. 
This particular package costs $19.95 per 
person, however, a smaller package of a 
two-tiered stand and tea is $15.95 per 
person. Although the scones, cakes and 

by Frankie Grasso-Clay
Asst. Humor Editor

The popularity of the famous “boba 
tea” drink has sparked in the past months, 
and everyone wants a cup. Join the trend 
by following this recipe, customizing to 
your liking with parental supervision.

Ingredients: 
 
-1/4 cup dried tapioca pearls 
(the boba pearls)  
 
-1/2 cup of sugar  
 
-3 1/2 cups of water  
 
-tea of your choice  
 
-1/2 cup of milk  
 
First Step

Make the boba pearls. Measure two cups 
of water for every fourth of a cup of boba 
pearls prepared. Pour the water into a 

pot and bring the water to 
a boil over high heat. Add 
the boba to the boiling wa-
ter and stir until the boba 
float to the top of the 
water. Turn the heat 
to medium and cook 
for 12 to 15 minutes. 
Remove the pot from 
heat, cover it and let 
the boba sit for 
another 12 to 15 
minutes. 
 
Second Step

Prepare the sug-
ar syrup for 
the boba. While the 
boba pearls are cooling, make 
a simple sugar to sweeten 
and preserve the boba once 
cooked. Measure a half cup of w a -
ter and put it in a pot over high heat. Once 
the water starts to boil, remove the pot 
from heat, and stir in a half cup of sug-

The British Corner Shop  displays their collection of fine bone china from which 
visitors may enjoy an authentic afternoon tea time. The shop imports their 
specialty teas from all across the world. PHOTO BY LUCY COLLINS

The typical aura of Elixir Tea House is candlelit and cozy. Elixir boasts a warm and 
comfortable environment as an escape for its patrons. Started by a Hungarian 
couple, their menu offers 80 different varieties of tea. PHOTO BY OLIVIA HANSEN

British Corner Shop

Elixir Tea House

Torch Tries: Boba Tea

When thinking of tea, you may think of a 
steaming mug in front of a fireplace, hiding 

away from the autumn cold. But as 
seasons in Florida fluctuate in tempera-
ture, a winter’s day could either be chilly 
and blustery or warm and sunny. As we 

move closer to the end of the year, enjoy 
these tasty refreshments suitable for every 

season.

ar until dissolved. Set this aside to cool.  

Third Step

Prepare a strong tea such as earl grey 
or green tea. Bring a cup of water 
to a boil in a pot. Then remove 
from heat and add the tea bags. 
Use one or two tea bags for reg-

ular-strength boba tea, or use 
three or four tea bags for a 

strong tea flavor. Remove the 
tea bags after 15 minutes 
and chill the tea. Make sure 
you allow enough time for 
the tea to cool completely 

before adding the boba 
pearls.

   
Fourth 
Step

Store the boba pearls until 
ready to assemble. Once the boba have 
finished cooking, drain them from the 

water and transfer them to a small bowl 
or container. Pour the sugar syrup over 
the pearls until all of the pearls are sub-
merged. Let it sit until the boba are room 
temperature, which may take about 15 
minutes.  
 
Fifth Step

Make the boba tea. Pour the prepared tea 
into a glass and add the boba pearls. Ei-
ther add milk for a creamy boba tea, juice 
for a fruity tea, or a little extra water for 
a plain taste. Sweeten the tea by adding 
the syrup that the boba pearls were pre-
viously soaking in. 

*Note: . Boba pearls are best if used with-
in a few hours of cooking, but will keep if 
refrigerated for several days. 

Rating:
5/5 Torches

Rating:
5/5 Torches

Rating:
4/5 Torches
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sandwiches are cheaper individually, the 
prices may be a little high for the average 
student.

The British Tea House is currently 
located at 2236 Gulf Gate Dr, Sarasota,  

but the owners plan to expand their facil-
ity in the future.



“My advice to freshmen 

would be to not rush into 

taking AP classes. If you 

don't feel ready to take 

on the workload of an AP 

class, then wait until next 

year.  There's absolutely no 

rush. Get used to spending 

more time on homework 

and studying!”

“I think the most im-

portant advice I could 

give to sop
homores is to 

not overschedule your-

self. I know that you 

might want to take a
ll 

of the hardest classes 

and be involved in every 

club, but all that does is 

create a lot
 of stress.” 
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Emma Epstein
Grade 10

Gregory KarczGrade 11

Tenzin Smith
Grade 12

“One thing I regret doing 
junior year was not keep-
ing up my grades because 
I kind of let them slip a 
bit and I’m regretting it 
now. It’s important to get 
as much done as possi-
ble junior year so you can 
set yourself up for a more 
successful senior year.”  

Looking for some guidance? In this issue of The Torch, students 
from each grade offer their take on how to tackle high school. 
These four years may be difficult, but with helpful tips and 
tricks, you should be able to handle whatever comes your way.



9features
email the editor at anna.labiner@pineviewtorch.com

The Torch



10Sports The Torch
Friday, November 16, 2018
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News Editor

Eleventh-grader Theo 
Winegar lets his racket do the 
talking on the tennis court. A 
dedicated player since the 
age of nine, all of Winegar’s 
training has paid off with his 
official title as a nationally 
r a n k e d 
champion.

F o l -
l o w i n g 
in his 
brother’s 
footsteps, 
W i n e g a r 
began his 
tennis ca-
reer with 
the Lau-
rel Oak 
T e n n i s 
p ro g ra m , 
and he 
currently 
plays with 
The Oaks 
Club. “My 
b r o t h e r 
[ S a m u e l 
Wineger] 
played tennis and I looked up 
to him a lot, so I wanted to try 
what he was doing,” Winegar 
said. Although his brother, 
who graduated from Pine 
View  in 2016, only played 
recreationally, the younger 
Winegar currently plays ten-
nis competitively.

Theo invests two to four 
hours on the court each week-
day and the same amount of 
time on Saturday; however, 
with upcoming tournaments, 
he dedicates more time to 
practice. In order to prepare 
for a tournament, Winegar 
plays practice matches, oc-

c a s i o n a l l y 
spending up 
to six hours 
on the court 
in prepara-
tion for a 
competition. 
“The physi-
cal aspect of 
c o m p e t i n g 
and exercis-
ing is just 
s o m e t h i n g 
that I really 
like about 
tennis,” Win-
egar said.  

T h e 
n a t i o n a l l y 
ranked ten-
nis player 
is joined at 
The Oaks 

Club with eleventh-graders 
Sophia Edwards and Jaden 
Wiesinger. “Theo is an amaz-
ing tennis player and friend. 
He has a great work ethic. I’m 
glad I get to compete against 
him on the court because 
he pushes me to be a better 
player,” teammate Sophia Ed-

wards said.
Winegar has played 

at several notable tour-
naments this past year. In 
Hilton Head Island, S.C., 
Winegar made it all the 
way to finals at the United 
States Tennis Association  
(USTA) National Level 3 
Tournament held from April 
21 to April 23. During the 
International Grass Court 
Championships, which were 
held in Haverford, Pa. from 
June 25 to June 29, he made it 
to the quarter finals. Pulling 
the season to a close, Wine-
gar also made it to the quar-
ter finals in the National Clay 
Court Championships held in 
Delray Beach, Fla. from July 
15 to July 22.

Winegar’s favorite tour-
nament from last season 
was the USTA International 
Spring Championships. The 
tournament was held April 1 
at Carson, Calif. and Winegar 
made it to the round of 16 
which was significant consid-
ering that this was one of his 
largest competitions. “Other 
than the California champi-
onship, my most memorable 
tournaments would have 
to be the ones from my ear-
ly tennis career,” Winegar 
said. “That’s when I met a 
lot of people I play now and 
I’ll probably be friends with 
them for a very long time.”

by Isabella Gaskill
Web Section Editor

Ninth-grader Liam 
Custer took to the water when 
he was only 7 years old and 
has not stopped swimming 
since. Earning several impres-
sive accomplishments from 
his years swimming, he even 
traveled internationally to 
compete with other talented 
swimmers from around the 
world.

Custer began 
swimming on a 
whim, starting 
as a mem-
ber of Lake-
wood Ranch 
Lightning, 
where he 
stayed for 
about a 
year. Custer 
now swims 
with the Sara-
sota Sharks, his 
team since the age 
of eight. He also 
swims at River-
view High School for the high 
school swim season, which 
started Sept. 5 and ended Nov. 
10.

Custer has had several 
achievements in his years of 
swimming. When he was 10 
years old, he won the state 
championships all around, 
and at age 11 he had the fast-
est time in the country for the 
1,000 yard freestyle. 

Last summer, Custer 
traveled abroad to Dublin, 
Ireland for the Irish National 
Championships where he won 
eight gold medals. Custer is an 
Irish citizen and a member of 
the Sunday’s Well Swim Club 
based in Cork, Ireland. Repre-
senting Ireland, he swam with 
his team in the champion-

ships. While in Dublin, Custer 
had the opportunity to meet 
some of the best swimmers in 
the world, including several 
Olympians. He also got to en-
joy the facilities at the cham-
pionship and experience the 
thrill of competing in front of 
such a large audience. “The 
pool was super nice and it was 
really cool having so many 
people watching you,” he said. 

Custer’s parents are hap-
py to see his constant 

improvement and 
devotion to 

s w i m m i n g . 
“We’re in-
c r e d i b l y 
proud of 
Liam’s ac-
c o m p l i s h -
ments in 

s w i m m i n g 
and are con-

tinually amazed 
at his dedication 
and commitment.” 
Melanie Custer, Li-
am’s mother, said. 

“He swims six days per week 
and several mornings at 5 a.m. 
before school, yet still finds 
time to do very well in school 
and hang out with his friends. 
Watching him compete in Ire-
land was a great experience 
for the entire family.” 

The constant challenge 
of pushing himself to improve 
keeps Custer motivated to 
continue swimming. “Compet-
ing and racing other people 
and challenging yourself is the 
best,” Custer said. He plans to 
continue swimming and take 
it as far as he can, hopeful-
ly going to a top college on a 
scholarship. Until then, he will 
continue swimming with the 
Sarasota Sharks and working 
to improve his abilities.

T h e 
s u m m e r 

before his 
s o p h o m o r e 
year Wineg-
er sustained a 
complete tear 
to his anterior 

cruciate liga-
ment, and was unable 
to play tennis for a year. Be-
cause of his injury, Winegar 
evolved a different outlook 
on the sport. “I used to get 

Ninth-grader 
swims to win

PHOTO PROVIDED BY 
MELANIE CUSTER

“Theo is a great 
competitor, if 
you are keep-
ing score you 
want him on 

your team. This 
kid just loves to 
compete which 

will serve him 
well at the col-

lege level.”
Tom Whitten,

Tennis Coach

really nervous and then 
I was injured for a long 
time so I started to see 

it through a different per-
spective,” he said. “I’m just 
glad to be there and... that I 
can play a sport at a high lev-
el.”

Winegar’s goal this year 
is to make sure that he stays 
physically healthy so that 
he can continue on with his 
tennis career. “I work with 
a trainer a lot and a phys-
ical therapist just to make 
sure that I’m strong 
a n d w h e r e 

I need 
t o 

be,” 

Winegar said.
“Theo is a great compet-

itor, if you are keeping score 
you want him on your team. 
The kid just loves to compete 
which will serve him well at 
the college level,” Coach Tom 
Whitten said. 

Winegar said his short-
term goal is to continue ten-
nis into college “and from 
there I can see if I can play 
professionally.”

Student serves his 
best shot in tennis

PHOTO PROVIDED BY THEO 
WINEGAR

[an infographic]

GRAPHIC BY MADI HOLMES
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Boys and girls tennis 
teams take county title

by Ella Hechlik
Web Editor-in-Chief

This year, middle school 
boys and girls tennis was re-
introduced to Sarasota Coun-
ty after a nine-year hiatus 
due to financial difficulties. 
Therefore, no one expect-
ed both of Pine View’s new 
teams to go 
undefeated 
for the year 
or to win 
the county 
c h a m p i o n -
ship.

During 
the season, 
there were 
seven regu-
l a r - s e a s o n 
m a t c h e s , 
in which 
both teams 
r e m a i n e d 
u n d e f e a t -
ed. Besides 
Pine View, 
three other 
teams from 
across the district compet-
ed for a spot in the middle 
school tennis county cham-
pionship: Laurel Nokomis 
Middle School, Sarasota Mid-
dle School and Venice Middle 
School.

Each game of tennis con-
sists of five rounds: three sin-
gles matches and two doubles 
matches. In order to win a 

game, a team must win three 
out of the five matches.

Pine View’s boys and 
girls played Laurel Nokomis 
Middle School during the 
semifinals and later played 
Sarasota Middle School in the 
championship. During the 
championship game, the boys 

team scored 
a final of 
3-0, winning 
all three of 
their singles 
matches and 
thus the en-
tire event. 
The girls 
team went 
2-1, winning 
their first 
two singles 
m a t c h e s , 
losing their 
last one, 
but overall 
winning the 
event due 
to time con-
straints.

“My favorite match was 
in the county championship, 
because my friends were 
down [in their scores], and 
I just kept cheering them 
on, and they won eventual-
ly,” girls no.1 ranked player 
and seventh-grader Melis Wi-
esinger said. “They just need-
ed motivation, so it was fun 
cheering them on.”

All 14 of Pine View’s ten-
nis players — seven boys and 
seven girls — participated in 
the championship.

“My main goal, this be-
ing the first year back, was 
that the kids would have a 
lot of fun and enjoy the idea 
of team tennis,” tennis coach 
and math teacher Wayne Rob-
ertson said. “It’s normally an 
individual sport so you don’t 
often get the chance to play as 
a team. I was part of a team in 
college, and I really enjoy the 
team aspect. Obviously, when 
I saw how strong some of the 
players were, I was hoping we 
would do well.”

During tennis practice, 
each team member worked 
on something different to 
improve their skills. Players 
worked on their serves, repe-
titions with the forehand and 
backhand strokes and usually 
ended practice with a compe-
tition. “I always want them to 
end practice having fun and 
competing against one anoth-
er. There is always something 
to work on,” Robertson said.

“Being part of a team, it’s 
not all about you,” Robertson 
said. “It’s about learning how 
to support your teammates, 
in practices and in games. 
Especially in doubles match-
es, you have to learn to work 
together, communicate and 
encourage each other.”

The boys and girls tennis teams pose with their coach, Wayne 
Robertson, during practice. Follow the QR code below to learn 
more about the players. PHOTO PROVIDED BY COLIN STROBLE

Pine View Pythons beat Sarasota Panthers in 
the final match to win county championships

“My main goal, 
this being the 

first year back, 
was that the 

kids would 
have a lot of 

fun and enjoy 
the idea of 

team tennis.”
Wayne Robertson,

Algebra II  teacher

Check PVTorch.com
Scan this 
QR code to 
read more 
about the 
team.
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Features Editor

Sorrow has struck the 
home of 15-year-old Thisae 
Nitcheif, a teen who has lost 
all ability to express emotion 
other than through the use of 
tacky Twitter “reaction im-
ages” — photos that Twitter 
users make in response to 
controversial ideas. This dis-
ease, known as Reaction Pic-
ture Addiction (RPA), causes 
Nitcheif to solely use these 
low-quality images to ex-
press himself for a total of six 
months, and his family is ab-
solutely heartbroken.

“We can’t connect any-
more,” Nitcheif ’s mother, 
Sara Nitcheif said, “Yesterday 
I asked him how school was 
and all he did was show me 
a picture of Kermit the Frog 
surrounded by emoji hearts. 
I don’t really know if that’s 
good or not, but his disease 
is tearing this family apart. 
I really don’t know if I can 
take this much longer... I just 
want my old Thisae back.” 
This mother’s story of heart-
break and disillusion is utter-
ly heart-wrenching.

In the past year, the 
Nitcheif family searched far 
and wide, longing to come 
across any kind of expert that 
wouldn’t send them away 
with a “this is not a real dis-
ease stop coming to my of-
fice.” Many will never under-
stand the constant struggle of 
RPA. 

However, Nitcheif ’s fam-
ily refused to take “no” for an 
answer, and, eventually, land-

ed in the office of well-known 
Dr. Ista Grum, social media ex-
pert. ”This is one of the worst 
cases I’ve ever seen. Reaction 
pictures are a double-edged 
sword in that they’re really 
#relatable, but then we get 
cases like this, where kids be-
come fully immersed in their 
#awesomeness and can no 
longer function properly. I 
would do something about it, 
but that would mean I’d lose 
revenue.” Grum said.

With nowhere else to 
turn, the Nitcheifs came to 
the conclusion that the only 
way to fix their victimized son 

was to take his phone away 
from him. Unfortunately, this 
only worsened the condition, 
and he remained in a con-
stant state of shock until giv-
en back his precious photos. 
When asking Nitcheif if he 
ever thought he’d recover, he 
responded with a mere shrug 
and displayed an over-edited 
photo of Wendy Williams.

If you are struggling from 
RPA or you know someone 
battling this disease, contact 
Dr. Grum at therapy.xpert@
gmail.com and get your first 
appointment free with the 
code VERYCOOLKANYE.

Student loses true ability 
to express emotion 
High school student can only express his   

emotional distress via reaction images. 

Pine View unmasked: the unnerving truth  
behind our academic intructors’ daily lives

Real text conversation between ninth-grader Thisae Nitcheif, 
Reaction Picture Addiction (RPA) victim and his mother. RPA 
affects thousands of teens a year. If you are struggling with this 
disease, The Torch is with you. GRAPHIC BY OLIVIA HANSEN

Chaillou takes a brief break from her work to admire her fall-scented, pancakes 
with syrup candle. Most are aware of the sharp frangrances present in MLC 14, 
but it was recently discovered that she is actually an undercover Yankee Candle 
employee, observing students’ responses and reporting back.
PHOTO BY GWYN PETERSEN

Ever wonder what Pine View professors are like after hours? After    

rigorous investigation, The Torch has the answers. 

GRAPHIC BY BRIANNA NELSON, CONTENT BY MELISSA SANTOYO

Mrs. Chaillou
With stress, science and fall 

in the air, Pine View science teach-
er Stacey Chaillou is best known for 
her penchant for candle burning. One 
issue with with the campus’ class-
rooms, specifically the portables, are 
their cold and uncaring auras. Stu-
dents believe Chaillou burns candles 
to improve the learning environment 
and stimulate their senses to stay 
awake, but what they don’t know is 
the TRUTH: Chaillou is secretly a re-
search and development manager for 
Yankee Candle and she uses her influ-
ence at Pine View to test new candle 
scents on her students.   

Whenever you feel a migraine 
coming on by her pancake flavored 
candle or are pleasantly surprised at 
the quality of the pine smell in her 
room, know it’s all put forth by Yankee 
Candle. Remember to keep fueling the 
capitalist, wax-burning machine.

by Brianna Nelson
Opinion Editor

On campus, there are a few select 
teachers known for their unique per-
sonalities, whether it be strange speech 
mannerisms or questionable comments 
that expose their true identities. How-
ever, among these notable characters, 
there are teachers with unknown, dubi-
ous histories. That is why I, a purveyor 
of  tea on campus, am here to deliver the 
juiciest conspiracy theories regarding 
our school’s educators.

Dr. Rice
You may know Dr. Patty Rice for her 

innate knowledge of history and social 
studies, but what many don’t know is her 
deep understanding of genetic engineer-
ing. Every day Dr. Rice smuggles small 
bits of rice from the cafeteria, amassing 
a large collection of grain that she stores 
in her closet. 

You may be wondering why she is 
stockpiling so much rice, and that is a val-
id question. In her free time, Dr. Rice has 
dedicated her life to selectively breeding 
a new hyper-efficient, hyper-intelligent 
subspecies of rice. She plans to name 
it “Rice Rice Baby” and market it to the 
masses as the higher quality kernel. 

If you spot a bit of rice running 
down the service road, I hope you realize 
the truth of Dr. Rice’s exploits. Beware 
kids, the truth is sometimes scary.

Mrs. Hentges
One day, while you are calmly 

browsing Instagram, your eyes may be 
graced with the sight of an unexpect-
ed Instagram star, Jessica Hentges. The 
Pine View English teacher is well known 
for her Instagram posts (specifically her 
selfies) but what you don’t know about 
her may shock you:  Hentges is a multi-
media mogul, working both on her own 
content as well as with fellow social me-
dia stars. 

In her free time, Hentges cre-
ates daily vlogs of her students’ daily 
lives and tea spilling sessions, teach-
er OOTDs and cafeteria mukbangs. 
Though this channel is not well known, 

her overall goal is to take over You-
Tube and become the face of every so-
cial media platform in existence. All I 
can say is Shane Dawson is quaking. 

Sra. Zdravkovich
When you enter Señora Zdravkov-

ich’s  room, you’ll be astounded by the 
strange photos of a middle-aged blonde 
man that plaster her room. What you 
may be shocked to know is that this 
man, Justo Lamas, is secretly her son. 

Lamas, the iconic singer with 

the surprising niche of  “middle grade 
Spanish learning songs,” was secretly 
given birth years ago by Zdravkovich. 
Zdravkovich, concerned her family 
would know of this son, decided to 
keep him a secret sending him away 
to a school in Argentina, leading him 
to expand his craft of educational 
songwriting and strangely intense 
music video cinematography. 

Zdravkovich plays Lamas’ music 
as much as she can and makes sure all 
know of his talented vocal chops and 
to encourage her secret son. 



The pre-teen years are a 
confusing time when it comes to 
developing your sense of style 
in regard to cinematography. 
Society tells you that you’re too 
old to watch Disney Channel 
re-runs but your mom tells you 
you’re too young to watch TV-
14. The only available options 
remain: HGTV and Food Net-
work. I am a sophomore in high 
school, but this phase I thought 
would dissolve as I “matured” 
is still the dominant form of 
entertainment in my life. Con-
trary to everyone else’s popular 
contender of YouTube and Hulu, 
I have not moved on from the 
surburban white couples trans-
forming trash into actual real 
estate.

HGTV is now a meme on 
social media, since teens and 
adults have 
begun to 
e m b r a c e 
their ob-
session to 
save them-
selves from 
e m b a r -
rassment . 
H o w e v e r, 
the addic-
tion is an 
o n g o i n g 
s t r u g g l e 
faced by a 
large per-
centage of 
Americans. This affinity is so in-
tense that 90 percent of millen-
nials have withdrawn from their 
savings, disregarding college 
debt, to replace the backsplash 
in their kitchen. In fact, the tiny 
house department has exceeded 
all forms of home-   living ever 
since 2014, when “Tiny House, 
Big Living” aired.

My culinary phase from 
the ages of 12 to 13 is the back-
bone of my independence. By 
knowing how to properly de-

tail and marinate fresh water 
shrimp, thanks to Bobby Flay, 
I have the upmost confidence 
in my success as an adult. Also, 
pro-tip: convince your mom that 

“Chopped” 
is a con-
s t r u c t i v e 
form of 
e d u c a t i o n 
that teach-
es you 
d e a d l i n e s 
and disci-
pline to in-
crease your 
TV limit 
for the day. 
Nice.

T o 
c o n c l u d e , 
l o v i n g 

classic television is not some-
thing to be ashamed of. Stray 
away from toxic sitcoms (Dance 
Moms, who?) and dramas ro-
manticizing inappropriate be-
havior (not to @ literally every 
Kardashian ever, but...). If Food 
Network and HGTV bore you, 
Netflix has some great nature 
documentaries I could recom-
mend to you as well. My email is 
at the top of the page. Don’t be 
ashamed of what will surely be 
your newfound obsession. 

Olivia Hansen,
Humor Editor

[a column] 

 ]By knowing how to 
properly detail and 

marinate fresh water 
shrimp, thanks to 
Bobby Flay, I have 
the upmost confi-

dence in my success 
as an adult. 

[

by Leo Gordon
Asst. Match Editor

Whether it’s Sunday 
night, Friday night, SAT sea-
son or the night before a 
Speech and Debate confer-
ence, it’s safe to say that the 
Starbucks on U.S. 41 is al-
ways bustling with academ-
ic, anxiety-ridden Pine View 
students. Since its doors first 
opened, the establishment 
has served as the leading 
spot for Pine View students 
to cry over college applica-
tions and to study for tests 
that can make the difference 
between passing and failing a 
class. Heck, it’s even great for 
completing homework.  

“It’s very good, actual-
ly, having all of these kids in 
here, you know? Watching 
them struggle more than I 
struggle myself, with what-
ever they’re doing, is a nice 
feeling,” Starbucks employee 
Capp O’Chino said.  

In general, Pine View 
students spend a large seg-
ment of their “free time” at 
the establishment. A study 
conducted by The Torch 
found that the average Pine 
View high school student 

spends 8 hours per week at 
the particular Starbucks lo-
cation.  

Subsequently, upon sur-
veying 100 Pine View high 
school students belonging 
to various organizations 
on campus, The Torch de-
termined that on average, 
the standard 
Pine View 
Speech and 
Debate mem-
ber spends 
an average of 
10 hours per 
week at the 
modish coffee 
chain.  

Y o u 
p r o b a b l y 
think, with 
reason, that 
this kind of 
business is a 
great thing for Starbucks and 
its beneficiaries.  

It might be a little too 
great, though, according to 
local Starbucks officials. “We 
can’t have depressed kids 
sitting around moaning and 
groaning all day here. It’s re-
ally becoming a significant 
issue. We opened this spe-

cific location to cater to the 
older population in the area, 
not the inconsolable youth,” 
regional Starbucks Director 
Vent E. Lattay said. 

“I really don’t want to 
spend my time at Starbucks 
when it’s filled with cryba-
by teens who wither at the 

sight of 
social in-
teraction. 
T h e y 
take up 
so much 
s p a c e 
that I 
c a n ’ t 
even sit 
down to 
enjoy my 
n o n f a t 
h a l f - s o y 
h a l f - a l -
m o n d 

milk latte in peace. Dunkin’ 
Donuts is looking like a very 
nice option for me and my el-
derly peers right about now,” 
Starbucks consumer Nee D. 
Ladi said.

With no room for reg-
ular customers, Starbucks 
is asking Sarasota County 
Schools to compensate for 

their quarterly financial loss-
es attributed to Pine View 
students: a sum estimated to 
reach upwards of $10.

Although a bit shaken 
up, students are still anxious-
ly awaiting a response from 
Sarasota County Schools 
with regards to their inten-
tions in compensating for 

Starbucks’ grave financial 
losses. “I just hope that ev-
erything works out. I mean, 
if I have to suffer somewhere, 
Starbucks is a great place to 
do it. I just hope Sarasota 
County Schools can come up 
with the appropriate funds 
to compensate Starbucks,” 
tenth-grader Krace Gim said.

Pine View student reflects on her intense workload for the night, 
whilst on the verge of tears. The negative aura from these teens 
is chasing away potential Starbucks customers, inadvertantly 
causing Pine View to go into debt. PHOTO BY FRANKIE GRASSO-CLAY

Depressed, stressed and homework-ridden Pine 
View teens drive out Starbucks customers 

““We can’t have  
depressed kids 
 sitting around  

moaning and 
groaning all 

day here. ”
Vent E. Lattay,

Starbucks Director

In the midst of exam season, Pine View faces a financial challenge regarding 
the accumulation of students taking up space at the local Starbucks

Network television 
taught me how to 
navigate life
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This isn’t the end of the world: Life in a 
post-midterms political landscape

Life will go on. We prom-
ise. 

No matter what political 
ads or pundits tell you, this 
post-midterm election reali-
ty will not be as dramatic as 
many tend to believe. You may 
feel angry, sad, disappointed, 
or are simply in denial. All 
those emotions are valid, but 
post-midterms, we need to 
go forth with a sense of hope. 
This election will not be 
as drastic as our media 
and politicians are say-
ing, for that is what they 
have always said and we 
have made it this far.

We have always 
dealt with turmoil after 
elections and this is no 
different. People pro-
tested after 2016 and 
they took to the streets. The 
only thing that is bipartisan is 
our outrage. People have al-
ways had conflicting notions 
about the future of politics, 
and it has only intensified in 
America’s highly divisive cli-
mate. People have had high 
expectations, whether it be 
the blue wave or the red 
wave. However, this midterm 
was not a grand repudiation 
of Trump nor a clear-cut Re-
publican victory. For as it 

has always been, elections 
are shades of purple. People 
will always be disappointed 
by the outcomes of elections, 
and that’s natural. Both par-
ties won some, and both par-
ties lost some. 

The issue is that we, 
as people, only deal in ex-
tremes. It’s either “abolish 
ICE!” or “build the wall!”, and 
this dynamic has only grown 

with the election of President 
Trump. We see this polariza-
tion in the media, in our pol-
iticians and in ourselves. As 
individuals, we are affected 
by this polarized landscape. 
It pushes us to the extremes 
both within ourselves and in 
our interactions with others. 
We blindly root for our par-
ty, demonizing the opposing 
side as if its a football game. 
But unlike football we have 
no clear cut winners and the 

stakes are too high to treat 
this so superficially. Thinking 
of politics as black and white, 
or perhaps blue and red, is a 
fallacy and leads to detach-
ment from the reality of the 
situation.

So, now that our hopes 
haven’t fully realized, people 
are mad and disappointed. 
That is completely justifi-
able. What we as a culture 

need to do now is recover 
from the divisiveness and 
caustic messaging of this 
election, and find ways to 
find common ground for 
political progress and to 
be more civically active 
in future elections. This 
civic activism could mean 
voting or volunteering for 
candidates that genuinely 

inspire you. 
Moving forward after 

political disappointment is 
always hard, but that doesn’t 
mean that we as a nation have 
stagnated — that only hap-
pens when we stop talking.  
Elections will continue, the 
political process will continue 
and there’s always opportu-
nities for change. Just remain 
calm and know that progress 
will inevitably happen. One 
midterm is not an ultimatum.
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Transgender Rights: We 
are glad to see transgender 
students able to use the bath-
room of their identified gen-
der county-wide.

The Verdict

New Fences: We are sad to 
see the newly installed fences 
limiting movement and de-
tracting from the Pine View 
spirit.

DE Changes: We are dis-
appointed to see dual enroll-
ment classes on campus be-
ing removed as an option for 
students around the county.

[guest voice]

[staff editorial]

Interviewing a survivor: Torch explores a 
unique perspective on sexual assault 
With #MeToo and the Brett Kavanaugh confirmation, America is witnessing an ever-developing narrative 
regarding sexual assault. In the face of disregard towards this narrative and demonization of victims, 
local advocate and survivor Casey Mooney has come into the spotlight telling her story. Mooney was 
assaulted in the mid-80s by one of the men who attested to Kavanaugh’s character. Here, she shares her 
perspective on assault and #MeToo:

So why did you decide to come 
out and talk about your situa-
tion? 

I was seeing the way that [people] 
were talking about Dr. Ford, and they 
were discounting her story, based upon 
things that I didn’t think were true. I 
believe that they were applying sort of 
a modern lense to a problem that hap-
pened thirty-six years ago, and there 
are a lot of things that haven’t changed, 
but there are also a lot of things that are 
different. I wanted to bring attention to 
the fact that there were issues of con-
sent that were being discussed, and in 
the era when she and I were both sex-
ually assaulted, consent wasn’t really a 
part of our vocabulary.

What are your thoughts on the 
#MeToo movement? 

It’s great because I don’t think [other 
survivors] all knew how prevalent [sex-
ual assualt] was. I’m 55 years old; I’ve 

experienced the full range, from sexual 
harassment in the workplace to sex-
ual assault... I think by getting people 
to [speak out]... “this happened to me 
too,” it opens those lines of communi-
cation, it gives [assailants] fewer places 
to hide.

How are we miseducating 
boys?

We miseducate boys because we teach 
them, still, that sex is something that 
they’re supposed to be interested in 
and girls aren’t supposed to be inter-
ested in. They’re supposed to persuade 
girls, and this whole language of them 
having to persuade is harmful. I think 
that we miseducate boys when we 
don’t talk to them. We seem to spend 
a lot of time talking to young women 
about how to prevent being assaulted, 
but we don’t talk to young men enough 
about how to respect the autonomy 
and agency of women. It seems like the 
onus of not being assaulted is always 
put on young women and not enough 

of it is put on young men.

What can the youth of America 
do better?

I think of it in two ways: The first thing 
I do is I change the way I raise my chil-
dren... I talk to my children, my children 
are eight years old and they have a bet-
ter understanding of the mechanics of 
sex than I did at 20. They also have an 
understanding of consent, and we talk 
about consent, not at this age in the 
context of sexual relationships, but we 
talk about it in the context of just hav-
ing rights to their body. In my house, 
something you’ll hear [while they’re 
roughhousing] and someone will say 
“stop” and then they’ll say “stop” again, 
and I’ll say, “I don’t want to hear stop 
more than once.” I’m already teaching 
my children that, no matter what con-
text, if someone says stop, you stop...

As far as young women today... you deal 
with so many of the same things, first 
I’ll say that. Sexual assault hasn’t disap-

 ]Thinking of politics as black 
and white, or perhaps blue 

and red, is a fallacy and 
leads to detatchment from 
the reality of the situation[

Crisis Textline: We are 
happy to see measures to help 
students with their mental 
health being implemented 
both county and state-wide.

peared; I think there’s a lot more pres-
sure now... I think that you are a brave 
and powerful generation, and I think 
that as long as you aren’t dumped into 
this myth of shame, and if you talk to 
each other and if you seek help and you 
seek counsel... then you’ll be much bet-
ter off than my generation was.

What do you see for the future 
of the #MeToo movement?

I hope it continues [but] I get really frus-
trated that it is politicized as much as 
it is. It’s treated like a monolith, as op-
posed to a group of survivors... We talk 
about it in terms of it being some kind of 
force that is intending to harm people or 
control people. I think we do a disservice 
to survivors and to other people who de-
serve a better world. So I think that the 
#MeToo future is bright because I think 
that the more we talk about it, the bet-
ter it is... [It’s important to stop letting] 
other people define that movement as 
something other than people using their 
voices to share their stories.



[a column]

Brianna Nelson, 
Opinion Editor

The way America treats 

rape is like a cinematic show-

case, usually starring a weak 

woman being held down by a 

stranger at gunpoint in an al-

leyway. We exaggerate assault 

and diminish it to a simple ste-

reotype at the expense of sexual 

violence survivors. Dissecting 

this dramatization is critical to 

helping our culture understand 

and help victims.

The first issue with the 
general perception is the idea 

that assault is almost always 

with a stranger, but this is un-

true. According to the National 

Sexual Violence Research Cen-

ter, 8 out of 10 rapes involve 

a perpetrator known by the 

victim. When one frames an 

attacker as someone complete-

ly unrelated to the victim,  it’s 

easier to blame the person be-

ing victimized. “They dressed 

provocatively, they were drunk, 

of course they’d be taken advan-

tage of,” peo-

ple say. 

These 

a t t i t u d e s 

place the 

fault of the 

situation on 

the victim, 

even if in-

advertently. 

This just perpetuates the cycle 

of victim blaming that effects 

rape victims no matter their po-

sition.

Rape is usually character-

ized as being violent, contrary 

to reality. Oftentimes the victim 

is not able to fight off their at-
tacker because they are drunk. 

Other times, victims may with-

draw consent but the aggres-

sor doesn’t stop or the victim 

has simply frozen in the face of 

such a traumatizing situation. 

Just because a survivor doesn’t 

fight back does not mean that 
they wanted or deserved it, and 

the misconception that fighting 

Lights, camera, action:  
America’s dramatization 
of rape hurts survivors

the aggressor is necessary for 

a rape to be valid keeps many 

women from coming forward.

When victims are shamed 

and told by others that their ex-

perience wasn’t “that bad,” they 

are less likely to report their 

assault to the police or others. 

Victims will often internalize 

this mentality, and hesitate to 

report.  

Dele-

gitimizing 

sexual as-

sault keeps 

perpetra-

tors from 

facing con-

sequences 

for their 

actions, perpetuating the cycle 

of violence noted by research 

from the University of Massa-

chusetts and Brown University, 

stating that rapists have 39 per-

cent chance of re-offending.

Survivors are valid no mat-

ter the situation of their assault, 

if they reported it or if they are 

comfortable sharing their story. 

We as a culture should listen to 

the voices of victims as America 

discovers the pervasiveness of 

rape culture as a whole.

For those who have ex-

perienced rape or assault and 

need help please call this ho-

tline: 1-800-656-4673.

by Joanna Malvas
Asst. News Editor

Women are no strangers 

to confronting societal stan-

dards and setbacks. But one of 

the often overlooked aspects 

that worsens gender equality 

isn’t just specific to women. Hy-

permasculinity affects every-

one.

Hypermasculinity is a 
psychological term for the ex-

cessive display of stereotypi-

cal masculine behavior. While 

society has broken barriers in 

the empowerment of women, 

men continue to be held to un-

realistic expectations and gen-

der roles. The established rules 

of machismo for men, such as 

“boys should be strong” or “boys 

don’t cry,” instill the misconcep-

tion that it is “too feminine” to 

show emotion. These emotions 

are not integral to femininity, 

but rather to humanity. With 

men suppressing their emo-

tions, they can be led to cope in 

ways that are toxic to others.

The culture of hypermas-

culinity is ingrained in today’s 

standards of what it means to 

“be a man” and it is one of the 

factors further perpetuating mi-

sogyny and sexual harassment. 

According to a national 

study conducted by the Stop 

Street Harassment organiza-

tion, as of February 2018, 38 

percent of women reported ex-

periencing sexual harassment 

in their workplace. In schools, 

its presence is oftentimes 

deeply-rooted and negatively 

impacts the learning environ-

ment for students. 

An investigation led by 

The Associated Press found that 

from the four-year time period 

of 2011 to 2015, 17,000 sexual 

assaults made by students were 

reported. These reports display 

how the presence of hypermas-

culinity exists even at the school 

level, and the atmosphere of hy-

permasculinity alone may not 

ultimately lead to harassment, 

but nevertheless induces sex-

ism towards women.

Furthermore, with the in-

crease in employed females, the 

work place environment has 

shifted from male-dominated 

to men and women working 

together. The new competi-

tion may encourage men to feel 

pressured to establish them-

selves as leaders and provid-

ers. A study conducted by Hill 
Holiday, as of 2018, found that 
60 percent of millennial fathers 

feel that their role as the “care-

giver” has impacted their pro-

fessional career.  The pressure 

to fill this role can cause men to 
act assertive and overpowering, 

perpetuating toxic masculinity

Other effects of hypermas-

culinity include eating disor-

ders, mental health issues and 

violence. Men who crack under 

the pressure of these societal 

gender norms can develop de-

pression and rage — things that 

can spiral into abuse or even the 

public tragedies, such as shoot-

ings, that arise within our own 

schools.

If we want our workplaces 

to be more civil, our streets to be 

safer and our children to be free 

in expressing themselves, we 

must re-examine our culture’s 

attitudes towards gender. We 

must redefine masculinity, cre-

ating an environment where 

men are allowed to weep, dis-

play affection, be nurturing of 

others and express all ranges of 

the human experience. Change 

begins with tearing down neg-

ative social norms, encouraging 

accountability and teaching our 

children how to be vulnerable. 

How modern society  
enables toxic masculinity
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by Gwyn Petersen
Entertainment Editor

In today’s entertain-

ment-based society, the me-

dia shapes who we are. His-

torically, however, some of 

the villains we’ve come to 

know (and sometimes love) 

are coded as gay, including 

Disney villains such as Scar, 

Ursula and Hades. This can   
pose as a problem 

for young queer indi-

viduals.

This process of 

displaying charac-

ters to seem queer, 

such as male char-

acters being pre-

sented as feminine 

or female characters 

being presented as 

masculine, is known 

as queer coding. Be-

cause these charac-

ters don’t correlate with so-

cietal gender norms, they are 

associated as being a form 

of representation  — even if 

their sexual orientation is not 

discussed in the storyline.

Despite romance being 

used as a plot device and be-

ing emphasized as one of the 

most important aspects of the 

human experience, the devel-

opment of platonic relation-

ships between those of the 

same gender is arguably even 

more important. In popular 

culture, these friendships 

are often portrayed similar-

ly to romantic relationships, 

though the characters may 

feel nothing inherently ro-

mantic for one another.

It’s important to recog-

nize that queer coding and 

subtext  is not inherently 

negative. The problem lies 

within the purposeful use of 

queer coding to avoid actual-

ly representing these groups. 

This promotes a culture that 

sustains fear and a lack of 

understanding — both in the 

queer community and those 

outside of it.

In many children shows, 

from Sesame Street to Vol-

tron, characters are in im-

plied gay relationships or 

coded with a queer identity. 

If this coding was explicitly 

clarified in shows targeted 
for younger audiences, per-

haps more people would em-

pathize with the LGBTQIA 

community. However, sub-

text can also be used in a 

malicious way. Writers often 

purposefully add subtext 

with the intent of never con-

summating a relationship be-

tween two characters of the 

same gender. This phenom-

enon, called queerbaiting, is 

used by authors to 

attract an LGBTQIA 

audience without 

having to represent 

them. Queerbait ex-

ploits the desire for 

queer people to see 

representation  for fi-
nancial gain, without 

ever providing the 

promised represen-

tation.

Opposing view-

points may argue that 

there is LGBTQIA represen-

tation in media. In the late 

20th century, directors were 

warned against including 

LGBTQIA characters per fear 

of scaring away potential ho-

mophobic audiences. A trope 

that promoted the inclusion 

of LGBTQIA characters rose 

out of this discouragement. 

However, the LGBTQIA rep-

resentation that followed 

tended to follow a pattern of 

being evil, sexually promiscu-

ous and never being able to 

reach a happy relation-

ship.

Seeing subtext 

and relating to a char-

acter in a work of fic-

tion is not necessarily a 

problem that needs 

to be solved, but 

rather something 

that can pro-

mote self-love 

in individ-

uals. But 

in order 

to combat 

the improp-

er represen-

tation and harm-

ful perpetuation 

of stereotypes, 

the practices of 

purposeful queer 

coding without rep-

resentation and 

queer baiting 

need to come 

to an end. In 

a country 

where, ac-

cording to 

a 2017 Gallup 

survey, approxi-

mately 4.5 percent, 

equating to 11 mil-

lion Americans, are 

openly a part of the 

LGBTQIA community, 

there must be a change in 

the way we approach their 

depiction in the media.

Dissecting the spectrum of 
subtext in today’s media

 ]Seeing subtext and 
relating to a character in a work 
of fiction is not a problem that 
needs to be solved, but rather 
something that can promote 

self-love in individuals[

GRAPHIC BY ZOE MERRITT

 ]Delegitimizing sexual 
assault keeps perpetrators 
from facing consequences 

for their actions, thus 
perpetuating the cycle of 

violence[
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At Pine View, we grow up 
under the belief that acronyms 
are a matter of life or death. 
GPA. SAT. ACT. AP. But here’s 
the truth of the matter: num-
bers masquerading in acro-
nyms are not everything. With 
Thanksgiving right around the 
bend, I’ve come to realize what 
Pine View fails to teach us. 
Among all the TI-84s and the 
Springboard books, we forget 
what I believe to be the most 
important lesson: empathy is 
everything.

Empathy is our ability 
to relate to others’ emotions 
and experiences, something 
that can feel like a rarity at 
Pine View. We face impossible 
pressure, and in that tumult, 
we lose sight of not just our-
selves but others as well. We 
need to be gentle in the way 
we communicate our frustra-
tions. School 
is tough; 
there’s no 
avoiding it.

A com-
mon com-
plaint on 
campus con-
cerns how 
competitive 
we are with 
each other. Especially now that 
I am in the fall of my senior 
year, I recognize our own tox-
icity, something that everyone 
neglects the further we prog-
ress through our academic 
track. This is why empathy is 
pivotal to re-learn, to practice 
and, among the stress, to em-
phasize. As we grow older, our 
patience grows thin. Whether 
it’s due to someone forgetting 
to turn in field trip forms or a 
teacher that is remiss in grad-
ing, we are so quick to jump 
the gun and misconstrue other 
individuals’ intentions and life 

situations.
I am just as guilty of this 

as others, but we need to rec-
ognize our own faults to move 
forward. So, I urge you dear 
reader, especially now, in a 
time when division seems om-
nipresent, to address others 

with sensitivity. 
Words can be 
weapons and 
a s s u m p t i o n s 
may be damag-
ing. 

Not ev-
eryone has en-
dured the same 
struggles and 
not everyone 

you encounter will have had 
the same advantages. It may 
sound empty, but empathy 
can change the world in more 
momentous ways than num-
bers and money can. When 
we openly communicate with 
each other, we ease tensions 
and reach common ground 
and comprehension; empathy 
is a medium for making peace.

So take a step back from 
the chaos of it all. Breathe. 
Take inventory. Who do you 
want to be, and do you see that 
person exercising the same at-
titude you’d like to receive?

Melissa Santoyo,
Editor-in-Chief

 ]We need to be 
gentle in the way 
we communicate 
our frustrations.[

In the midst of stress, 
empathy is everything

[a column]Student donates instruments to 
victims of natural disasters
by Zoe Merritt
Asst. Opinion Editor

Through Instruments of 
Hope — a nonprofit organiza-
tion dedicated to the donation 
of musical instruments to ar-
eas struck by natural disaster 
— twelfth-grader Natalie Kon-
dos found a way to give back 
to the world. Now roughly four 
years and 20 instruments later, 
what started as a dream is now 
changing lives.

It was Kondo’s own sto-
ry that inspired her to found 
Instruments of Hope. In 2004, 
the eye of Hurricane Charley 
passed over Punta Gorda, se-
verely damaging Kondos’ home. 
To help her cope with the af-
tereffects of the storm and the 
following reconstruction, her 
parents gave Kondos a key-
board, providing an outlet for 
both her creativity and negative 
emotions.

“In that kind of situation 
where everything is decimated, 
you kind of feel like you don’t 
have anything to hold onto. So it 
was the one tangible thing I was 
able to really control,” Kondos 
said.

A member of Pine View’s 
orchestra, Kondos plays the cel-
lo in addition to her nine years 
of piano. The way music served 
as a coping mechanism and 
gave Kondos a sense of stabil-
ity was something she wanted 
to pass on to others who have 
been or are in similar situations.

After Kondos approached 
her mother with her idea, it 
took a year for the paperwork 
regarding taxes and getting reg-
istered as a nonprofit to be filled 
out and approved. Following 
this, she worked to get the word 
out and start donations with a 
fundraiser at Paint and Party in 
Nokomis, Fla. Kondos receives 
online donations, but the ma-
jority of funds come from grants 
donated by corporate sponsors 

she’s written to, such as Ter-
vis.  Instruments of Hope not 
only accepts monetary dona-
tions, but also used instruments 
that aren’t overly expensive to 
fix. It’s this combination of do-
nations that makes acquiring 
different instruments possible.

A 17-year-old girl, Nichelle 
Agosto, from Puerto Rico was 
the first person Instruments of 
Hope reached out to, donating 
a string bass after hers was lost 
when she and her family had to 
relocate after Hurricane Maria. 
The next 19 instruments, re-
cently sent over this past Sep-
tember, would also go to Puerto 
Rico at a community center in 
Loiza. Through the donations 
she received, Kondos was able 
to send four violins, two clari-
nets and a guitar. The 12 other 
violins, bringing the total to 16, 
were purchased in the country 
to help the local economy.

And while she has a presi-
dent, her mother Shannon Kon-
dos, and a board, the nonprofit 
is still a deeply personal passion 
project for Kondos that goes 
back to her belief in the healing 
power of music.

“It’s definitely still a solo 
project because it’s so personal 

to me and the whole reasoning 
is so intimate and so full circle 
in my opinion, I feel like it’s kind 
of giving back to something I’ve 
connected with on a deep level,” 
Kondos said.

One of the only things 
holding Kondos back is her 
status as a minor — because of 
this she’s unable to fully run a 
nonprofit, the taxes and other 
board decisions falling to the 
president — but she still is in 
charge of most of the arrange-
ments of the organization. As 
this is a temporary setback, 
Kondos has big plans to expand 
and globalize Instruments of 
Hope. Her biggest goal is bring-
ing Instruments of Hope to a 
more global level by reaching 
out to places that have been af-
fected by natural disasters oth-
er than hurricanes. “It’s not just 
a high school project. It’s kind 
of a long-term life thing,” Kon-
dos said.

Kondos takes it upon her-
self to be consistently updat-
ed and monitoring the state of 
things, often on the National 
Hurricane Center and keeping 
an eye on places such as North 
Carolina and the Florida Pan-
handle.

by Tricia Saputera
News Editor

Class of 2009 alumnus 
Juan Sebastian Baron recent-
ly made his big debut in the 
filming industry as a cinema-
tographer for his most recent 
project “Searching,” a drama/
thriller movie. Released Aug. 
24, “Searching” grossed over 
$68 million worldwide, receiv-
ing generally positive re-
views from viewers 
and critics alike.

B a r o n ’ s 
interest in 
p h o to j o u r -
nalism be-
gan with his 
family. After 
moving to the 
United States 
from Colombia in 
third grade, his fa-
ther started two Spanish 
news publications in Sarasota: 
Siete Dias and La Guia. 

Baron started at Pine 
View as a sixth-grader, and in 
ninth grade, fellow student and 
class of 2009 alumnus Vincent 
Dale approached him about 
creating a short film together. 
Titled “Red Wagon Confes-
sions,” they submitted it to the 
Sarasota Film Festival’s Young 
Filmmakers Showcase and con-
tinued throughout the rest of 
high school, creating a total of 
four shorts.

“He asked me if I wanted 
to help him, and we made this 
little short and just the expe-

rience of watching that at Hol-
lywood 20, on the big screen… 
I could sort of see the connec-
tion between photography, 
stories and emotions, and I got 
hooked,” Baron said. 

Dale is also currently in 
the film business as a director, 
and in 2014 they collaborated 
on the short film “No Real Than 
You Are.”

Gaining inspiration 
from his father’s pub-

lications, Baron 
became a part 

of one of Pine 
View’s publi-
cations, The 
Torch, during 
his time at 

Pine View. He 
was photo edi-

tor in tenth grade, 
opinion editor as an 

eleventh-grader and enter-
tainment editor his senior year.

“I think every part of Pine 
View definitely helped make 
me who I am today,” he said. 
“Not only having people around 
me that inspired me and intro-
duced me to a lot of new ideas 
and concepts, but the course-
work was very demanding. It 
teaches you to work with oth-
er people and all those skills 
were really relevant in college 
and then in the working world,” 
Baron said.

“Sebastian, like a few 
other members of the class of 
2009, were already making 
movies during their junior and 

senior year of high school, and 
I’m not surprised that a few of 
them have continued with that 
vocation,” social studies teach-
er and former adviser of The 
Torch John Schweig said.

Baron was originally plan-
ning on studying chemistry in 
college, but still applied to the 
University of Southern Califor-
nia’s School of Cinematic Arts. 
“When I went to apply to go to 
college, I applied to the USC film 
school along with other schools 
for other majors, but I kind of 
felt like if I got into USC, I want-
ed to continue to pursue this 
and take this as far as I could,” 
Baron said. There, he met many 
people who he would later 
work with, such as meeting 
Aneesh Chaganty, who would 
later direct “Searching” and ask 
Baron to work on it with him.

As a cinematographer, 
Baron’s main responsibility is 
to supervise the photograph-

ic process of filming and work 
with directors to make their 
vision become a reality on the 
screen. He plays with various 
aspects such as lighting 
and camera move-
ment; there can 
be anywhere 
from two to 
three peo-
ple to 16 to 
20 people 
on his cine-
matography 
team in order 
to fully create a 
striking visual im-
pact for viewers.

Baron mostly works on 
music videos and commercials, 
and so far has done three fea-
ture films, one of them being 
“Searching.” The fourth is cur-
rently in the works. “‘Searching’ 
is definitely the biggest project 
in some ways because we never 
really thought that it was going 

to be as big of a movie as it was,” 
Baron said. “It started out as a 
very ambitious project that a 
lot of people believed in, and 
we just put a ton of work into it 

and it went on to be this 
incredible success; 

it’s crazy.”
In addition 

to being Baron’s 
most success-
ful project yet, 
“Searching” also 

has a unique 
perspective re-

garding the means 
by which it was filmed. 

The story uses common 
screens like iPhones, comput-
ers, etc. to facilitate the story 
of David Kim and his use of the 
Internet and social media plat-
forms to find his lost daughter. 
“It was really different... there 
were some challenges, but ul-
timately, we were just trying to 
tell a good story,” Baron said.

Close-up in cinematics
Alumnus worked on production of 
new thriller movie “Searching”

TOP: Class of 2009 alumnus Juan Sebastian Baron (left) speaks with “Searching” director Aneesh 
Chaganty (middle) and actor John Cho (right). Baron began his career in cinematography at Pine 
View through two personal productions he created. BOTTOM: Baron uses his camera to film the 
production of “Searching.” As a cinematographer, he is in charge of operating the camera and editing 
the lighting during the production. PHOTOS PROVIDED BY JUAN SEBASTIAN BARON

Twelfth-grader Natalie Kondos (left) stands with 17-year-old 
Puerto Rican Nichelle Agosto (right) and Agosto’s new double 
bass. Kondos has donated 19 instruments to victims of natural 
disasters including in Puerto Rico. PHOTO PROVIDED BY NATALIE 
KONDOS


