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Administrative assistant and former Pine View parent Denise Valentine hangs decorations in preparation for Pine View’s 50th anniver-
sary celebration held Jan. 18. The special occasion was commemorated with the company of former alumni, former faculty members
and the entire student body. PHOTO BY JADE FIRLIE AND GRAPHIC BY BRIANNA NELSON

by Madi Holmes
Asst. Web Editor

After 50 years spent striv-
ing for continuous growth as a
school, the Pine View communi-
ty has paused in celebration for
half a century of academic ex-
cellence. The monumental occa-
sion was not taken lightly, as the
entire week of Jan. 14 to 18 was
allotted for numerous unique
and eventful anniversary festiv-
ities. Nostalgic events, such as
ADVEX, brought back a piece of
Pine View’s history, along with a
school-wide assembly featuring
guest speakers and an anniver-
sary video.

Kicking off the week of
events were dress-up days to
induce school spirit across cam-
pus. Students and staff were
encouraged to sport their Pine
View colors of blue and gold on
Monday, and to embrace their

The Torch

by Elizabeth Hopkins
Match Editor-in-Chief

On Feb. 14 of last year, a
gunman opened fire on Mar-
jory Stoneman Douglas High
School in Parkland, Fla., tak-
ing the lives of 17 students
and staff members, along with
injuring 17 others. Following
the deadly attack, survivors
of the massacre demanded
action from Florida's legisla-
ture, sparking a movement
through the formation of Nev-
er Again MSD. This serves as
a political action committee
advocating for strengthening
gun regulations.

With waves of stu-
dent-led activism, all eyes
were on Florida, as the na-
tional conversation swung
toward gun control. Even
at Pine View, a mass school
walkout transpired March 14
last year. In response to the
public pressure, the Repub-
lican-dominated Florida leg-
islature ultimately produced

Entertainment, p. 7

true colors on Tuesday for Nerd
Day.

In addition to Nerd Dress
Up Day, Tuesday included a
guest performance from a pro-
fessional mariachi band out-
side of the auditorium. The
group, who plays at the Mexican
restaurant Mi Pueblo full-time,
played traditional Mexican
songs, top-40 singles, and even
sang “Happy Birthday” to Pine
View. The performance not only
enhanced school spirit, but en-
riched the world language cur-
riculum, an academic subject
that has always been held with
great importance at Pine View.

Wednesday was a blast
from the past, as Pine View
honored the decade it started.
Teachers and students rocked
hippie fashion of the ‘60s and
70s, as some of the era’s top
songs played before and after

the Marjory Stoneman Doug-
las Public Safety Act.

The wide-ranging law
requires, among myriad mea-
sures, school districts to pro-
vide at least one safety officer
on all campuses. More infor-
mation regarding the law’s
impact on schools is detailed
in the attached graphic on
page two.

Following the passage
of the new law, the Sarasota
County School District re-
leased a five-point plan to bol-
ster security and safety prac-
tices. The measures included
outlines for the law enforce-
ment staffing of schools, as
well as structural security
upgrades.

In years past, the Sara-
sota County Sheriff’s Office,
along with local municipal
police departments, shared
the cost of providing school
resource officers to the coun-
ty’s public middle and high
schools.

school, as well as in between
classes. The nostalgic theme of
Wednesday led perfectly into
Thursday’s jam-packed and his-
toric events.

Thursday, Jan. 17 marked
the return of ADVEX, a Pine
View tradition dating back to
the old campus. ADVEX, which
stands for adventure and ex-
plore, was a way for teachers to
share their unique hobbies and
talents with students. Students
in grades 2 through 8 chose
from 54 classes led by Pine View
faculty, and spent the morning
engaged in their assigned activ-
ity. “For example, | am a Spanish
teacher, but I also taught callig-
raphy. And you might not know
that I did calligraphy, but that’s
just another part of myself that
I would expose to the students
to get to know me in a different
way other than just a Spanish

teacher,” high school Spanish
teacher, and longest-tenured
current teacher, Patti Gerlek
said.

The week of events ended
Friday, Jan. 18, with an all-school
assembly and an aerial drone
photo. The drone photo, which
used students and staff to spell
out ‘PV 50, was shot by drone
operator and alumnus Jonathan
Warren. Before the drone pho-
to shoot session, a special 50th
anniversary assembly was held
in the gym. The entire student
body, staff and alumni cele-
brated together with perfor-
mances from Pine View’s Vocal
Ensemble and Wind Ensemble,
guest speeches, a commemora-
tive video and special student
speeches from junior and senior
class presidents.

continued on page 2

reflects on the Parkland shooting

Marjory Stoneman Douglas

Public Safety Act

The legislation sets parameters to
limit access to firearms for those
suffering from mental illnesses.

Additionally, the Act increases safety in
schools by requiring each facility to assess
campus vulnerabilities and have an assigned
safe-school officer, as well as other safety

staff.
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Tenth-grader dances to the beat
Marielle Newmark refines her art

Football from an outside perspective
Twelfth-grader reviews first sports game Students offer advice on bathroom usage

The correct bathroom etiquette
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Commemorating 50 years

continued from page 1

by Madi Holmes
Asst. Web Editor

“I was excited when Dr.
Covert gave me the opportu-
nity to speak, because I want-
ed to express my gratitude for
the school that has become my
second home. In my speech, |
tried to show how the teach-
ers, students, culture, and
traditions at Pine View have
shaped me and all other Pine
View students for the better
twelfth-grader and Class of
2019 President Sachit Gali
said.

Pine View’s 50th anni-
versary was also an opportu-
nity for the school community
to reconnect with former staff
members and leaders. Former
principal Steven Largo made
an appearance at the festivi-
ties on Friday. Largo showed
his ‘PV Pride’ and honored the

progress that Pine View has
made since he first became
principal. “Pine View’s notion
of giving back and sharing gifts
with others is something that
the school, students
and staff really
embraced back
then and 1
know is con-
tinuing now,”
Largo said.
Al -

though Pine
View’s  tra-
ditions  were
openly celebrat-
ed throughout
the week, the
school’'s  deep
history also lies in some of the
people who worked behind
the scenes of the anniversary
events. Rosalea Jordan, bak-
er for the supermarket chain
Publix, revealed that this was
not her first Pine View anni-

PHOTO BY COURTNEY NELSON

versary cake. Publix baked
Pine View’s 30th, 35th and
40th anniversary cakes in ad-
dition to this year’s 50th. “My
favorite part is when we’re as-
sembling the cake and
all of the elemen-
tary  students
peek through
the window
and watch.
It’s truly spe-
cial,” Publix
baker Mary
Doughty said.
With 50
years in the mak-
ing, Pine View
was able to take
a moment to re-
flect upon past achievements.
Built on a bright past filled
with traditions and academic
excellence, Pine View contin-
ues to pave new roads in edu-
cation that are sure to last far
into the future.

A year after the Parkland shooting

continued from page 1

by Elizabeth Hopkins
Match Editor-in-Chief

After lengthy public dis-
agreements between Super-
intendent Todd Bowden and
Sheriff Tom Knight, Knight
announced his plan to ter-
minate the usual cost-shar-
ing agreement in regards to
school resource officers. Oth-
er agencies followed suit. Fol-
lowing negotiations, an 80 to
20 percent cost split between
the district and all agencies,
respectively, was achieved for
the 2018-2019 school year.

Prior to this resolution,
in April, the school board
made the decision to estab-
lish an internal police force.
Although this promised to
save money, it garnered con-
troversy for concern that
there would not be enough
time for the force to become
operational before the com-
ing school year.

Timothy Enos, named
Executive Director of Safe-
ty and Security and Police
Chief for the Sarasota County
Schools Police Department
(SCSPD) in December, ex-
plained the force is current-
ly fully staffed. As required
by the Marjory Stoneman
Douglas Public Safety Act, 28
officers are stationed at ele-
mentary schools, previously
without a law enforcement
presence. Next year, the dis-
trict plans to deploy SCSPD
officers on all campuses,
marking an end to the use of
school resource officers with-
in the district.

Funded by the State of
Florida and local property taxes,
Enos said that an internal force
allows the school board greater
“autonomy,” allowing a security
system “tailored specifically” to
the school itself.

Everyday, 47
children and
teens are hurt
by gun violence

65 percent of Americans
believe laws regarding
gun sales must be stricter

number of recorded school
shooting incidents at 97

113 people were injured or killed during school
shootings in 2018

Source: Brady Campaign, Politico, Center for Homeland
Defense and Security, BBC

2018 had the highest

GRAPHIC BY BRIANNA NELSON

Another component of the
original five-point plan estab-
lished in the aftermath of Park-
land was also developed prior
to the 2018-2019 school year. In
March, the school board agreed
to invest $25 million for the
purpose of hardening schools
across the district. At Pine View,
just like all other schools in the
district, among other structural
developments, bullet resistant
glass was placed in the front of-
fice and fencing was completed
to create a single point of entry.

Furthermore, on-campus
drills, previously characterized
using color codes, are now de-
fined as Lockdowns, Limited
Lockdowns or Evacuations. “I
think it's important that we
move to plain language,” Super-
intendent Todd Bowden said in
an interview with ABC7. “That
if we're in a lockdown, we say
‘Lockdown, so you don’t have to
scramble for some decoder”

This shift in policy was
apparent during a district-wide
drill Dec. 14, the 6th anniversa-
ry of the Sandy Hook Elemen-
tary School shooting; later that

day, the Sandy Hook Founda-
tion’s prevention program gave
a presentation in schools across
the district explaining how stu-
dents can perceive warning
signs from peers. “I think it's
really important that we're ed-
ucated about the gravity of eas-
ily overlooked behavior” elev-
enth-grader Stefani Wald said.
“It opened my eyes; these sort
of tragedies could happen here.”

For students at Pine View,
the Parkland shooting hit close
to home; after all, the city is
less than three hours away
from campus. The need for
stakeholder involvement has
also been addressed by Enos
through the continued develop-
ment of School Safety Teams, di-
rected at Pine View by Assistant
Principal Allison Rini, which are
“given responsibility on cam-
pus,” Enos said.

These teams allow schools
to address safety concerns on
campus, as well as facilitate
safety training for faculty and
staff. “We’re empowering our
community to keep ourselves
safe,” Rini said.

L

A mariachi band organid by Spanish teachers Patricia

Mariachi band performs for 50th

Zdravkovich and Judit
Pauling performs in front of the office during fifth and sixth periods Jan. 15. The
world language department often arranges for the group to perform in order to
immerse students and staff in Hispanic culture, but this visit was special as it was
to commemorate the 50th celebration. PHOTO BY BEN GORDON

IN BRIEF

AP course information night held

by Leo Gordon
Asst. Match Editor

Held to showcase the ex-
tent of Pine View’s AP course
offerings, eighth-  through
twelfth-grade students and
parents attended Pine View’s
first annual AP Student Parent
Information Night (S.PI.N.) Jan.
10.

Prior to the creation of the
event, students relied mainly on
word of mouth and course se-
lection catalogs to learn about
the details of AP classes avail-
able on campus. At the event,
students and parents were
given the opportunity to learn
more about specific AP classes
in 15 minute sessions led by the
teachers.

In each 15 minute session,
students and parents were of-
fered course information hand-
outs regarding coursework,
prerequisites and exams for
each specific class. In addition
to the objective aspect of the ex-
perience, students and parents
were also given the opportuni-

ty to meet their future teachers.

“AP S.PLN. night was help-
ful because it helped me de-
termine what courses I want
to take next year. Last year, we
knew less about what we were
going into when registering for
classes. I found it very infor-
mative and [ think Pine View
should continue with the event
in coming years,” tenth-grader
Ethan Halbreich, who attended
AP S.PLN. night, said.

The turnout at the event,
according to testing coordina-
tor Lori Wiley, was much high-
er than expected at around
350 to 400 students and par-
ents. “Overall, we are calling
AP S.PLN. a success. We saw a
high level of interest from our
students and families, who
took the time to come and ask
questions and gather planning
resources,” Wiley said. “Our AP
teachers demonstrated the pas-
sion and dedication they have
for their students, their con-
tent area and their craft — our
teachers love teaching”

First schoolwide STEM night

by Zoe Merritt
Asst. Opinion Editor

Pine View hosted its first
schoolwide STEM night in the
Student Union Jan. 15 from 6
to 7:30 p.m., bringing science
enthusiasts of all grade levels
together for an informative eve-
ning. STEM night was originally
established by middle school
science teacher and STEM night
sponsor Hali Flahavan. Elemen-
tary STEM fair sponsors and el-
ementary school teachers, Edu-
ardo Maron and Mari Rosander,
later joined her in organizing
the evening,

Inside the Student Union,
nothing was left untouched by
science. The elementary side
of the room housed second-
through twelfth-grade science
fair projects and tables with
different activities. Set up by
Mu Alpha Theta club mem-
bers, wandering students could
choose a table to learn anything
from card tricks to how to cre-
ate a paper hexaflexagon.

Students from Neil Gleitz’'s

middle school technology class
displayed their coding projects
which lined the walls. On the
high school side of the Student
Union, an inflatable star lab
was set up by science teacher
Dr. Dylan Bell. Twelfth-grader
William Giraldo stood by the
doors and pointed attendees in
the direction of the orange tape
that would lead them to Room
013, where students watched
a demonstration of a robot
throwing frisbees outside. In-
side Room 013, other robots
and engineering demonstra-
tions were on display. Nearing
the end of the night, Dr. Covert
demonstrated a thermite reac-
tion on the fire lane for parents
and students to observe.

The first Pine View STEM
night was a success with many
parents and students in atten-
dance. The night allowed for
students to engage in different
mathematical and scientific
activities, and many hope that
STEM night will return in future
years.

Alumnus’ company furthers fertilizer

by Joanna Malvas
Asst. News Editor

Pine View alumnus Eric
Rosenthal and his father, Ed
Rosenthal, returned to Pine
View to share the history of
their family company and
NASA collaborations with high
school students Jan. 17, during
the week of celebrating Pine
View’s 50th Anniversary. The
two have come to the Pine
View campus numerous times,
often meeting with elementa-
ry science classes to talk about
their company, Florikan.

Their company was
founded in 1981 and works to
manufacture different types
of fertilizers to help improve
agriculture. These fertilizers
also cater to the various needs
of their consumer compa-
nies. The company has further
partnered with National Aero-
nautics and Space Administra-
tion (NASA) since 2007, pro-
ducing fertilizer codings to
help NASA foster environ-
ments to grow fresh produce
in space.

In 2007, Florikan patent-
ed their work to advance agri-

culture. Even as the company
evolved, the company stayed
true to its corporate compass
and its mission to “evolve
plant nutrition through tech-
nology.” The company offers
product-friendly alternatives
to pesticides that contain
caustic toxins.

Through Florikan’s tech-
nological advancements in
fertilizer and successes with
NASA, they have achieved
breakthroughs, such as split-
ting the time it takes to germi-
nate lettuce. The Rosenthals
have also earned esteemed
awards, including winning
the Environment Awareness
Award in 1995, receiving
the Florida State Governor’s
Most Innovative New Product
Award in 2008, and being in-
ducted into The Space Tech-
nology Hall of Fame last year.

With their intriguing pre-
sentation and many achieve-
ments, the company impacts
the future of agriculture.
“Something in space can im-
prove life on Earth. What we
do on Earth is changing agri-
culture,” Ed Rosenthal said.

Julie A. Collins
Attorney at Law

TEL | (941) 408-8555

Estate Planning/Probate Law
230 S. Tamiami Trail, Suite 1, Venice, FL 34285

EMAIL | jeollins@staaslawgroup.com
WEB | www.staaslawgroup.com
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FBLA club advances to state competltlon

The rebooted club achieves success,
with eight members winning first

by Ella Hechlik
Web Editor-in-Chief

Pine View’s Future Business
Leaders of America (FBLA) club re-
cently advanced to the state competi-
tion after 14 out of 24 members qual-
ified in the district competition Jan.
12. The district competition was com-
prised of over 120 individuals partic-
ipating from different high schools
in the area. States will be in Orlando
March 22 to 25.

Because of its status as a nation-
al organization, district FBLA compe-
titions are divided into specific coun-
ties across the nation. Pine View’s
district competition took place at
Southeast High School in Bradenton
and consisted of multiple counties in
the surrounding area including Mana-
tee, Desoto and Sarasota.

After an extended absence, the
club was rebooted last school year
by eleventh-grader and FBLA pres-
ident Christiana Guan. The club is
sponsored by English teacher De-
siree Schell. “Last year  mostly
consisted of member
recruitment, so this
year is the offi-
cial start”
Guan said.

Lead-
ing up to
districts,
each club
member
studied indi-
vidually for
their specific
event in the
competition.
Meetings con-
sisted mostly
of updates,
fundrais-

ing ideas and hearing from different
speakers about running businesses
and furthering their careers.

Students selected specific events
they wanted to compete in — ranging
from testing, performing, speaking,
advertising and specializing in specif-
ic fields. Many of the events are com-
pleted at the actual competition, such
as the performance and speech events,
while others are finished beforehand
and graded at the competition, such
as testing events. “Half of the events
are directly related to business, but
there are multiple fields to compete in
such as graphic design, journalism or
political science,” Guan said.

There is a list of competencies
that include specific details on the
FBLA website, and members are ex-
pected to self-study through the inter-
net and textbooks that are available.

“I was really surprised and excit-
ed by how well we did considering it
was our first conference,” Guan said.

Medals are awarded for first,
second and third place winners and
ribbons are handed

out to victors plac-
ing after. “It was
really nice to see
the entire club
get together
and compete.
Many stu-
dents quali-
fied for states,
and everyone
is looking
forward to
the next com-
petition” elev-
enth-grader and
FBLA vice pres-
ident Kris Sel-
berg said.

Students from Future Business Leaders of America competed in various fields

including speaking, advertising and performing Jan. 12 at the district compe-

tition. TOP: ninth-grader Sonica Prakash, eleventh-graders Kaila Stafford, Vin-
cent Scuteri, Liam Williams, Faith Kern, Christiana Guan and Ethan Dayo. BOT-
TOM: eleventh-graders Bari Namgoong, Cara Kaminski, Hannah Varghese and

ninth-grader David Howard. PHOTOS PROVIDED BY SAVANNAH JAMES

Winners of FBLA's District Competition

o 6 ¢ 6 o o o
Advertising

1st - Christiana Guan

Banking & Finance

1st - Thomas Rudloff
Business Calculations
5th- Kris Selberg

Business Law

1st - Ben Nicholson
2nd - Vincent Scuteri
4th - David Howard

Economics
3rd - Claire Wang

Health Care Administration
3rd - Bari Namgoong

Intro to Financial Math

1st - Julia Kourelakos

Intro to Business
1st - Sonica Prakash

Job Interview
5th- Faith Kern
Journalism

1st - Aiyana Sales
3rd - Ethan Dayo

Political Science

1st - Kaki France

Public Speaking

3rd - Hannah Varghese

Global Business

1st -Savannah James,
India Hirschowitz,
&Jaden Wiesinger

GRAPHIC BY NAINA CHAUHAN
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Juniors hold ‘See Something, Say Something’ week

by Olivia Hansen
Humor Editor

As a continuation of the
class of 2019’s “Start With
Hello” program, the class of
2020 has taken their own
approach to achieving the
ultimate goal of a safe and
secure environment at Pine
View. The initiative took
place Jan. 7 to 11 through the
“See Something, Say Some-
thing” event by the Sandy
Hook Promise organization.
Class officers and students
alike worked together to cre-
ate a series of presentations,
shown to grades six through
twelve, to enact change with-
in student relations.

This school year, the
senior class implemented
“Start with Hello,” a week-
long event taking place Sept.
24 to 28 that brought aware-
ness to bullying and offered
tips on how to reach out to
others. Assistant Principal
Tara Spielman was inspired

by an article she read to as-
sign each class a different
quarter of the school year to
implement values of commu-
nity at school. The week of
Jan. 7 to 11 was set aside for
the junior class, and the rest
of the third quarter will be
dedicated to the sophomore
class’ initiative.

“What we're doing was
started by the Sandy Hook
Promise Fwoundation, which
is reporting instances of self-
harm and getting someone
who could help, or trying to
help stop it yourself. We're
kind of building off of what
was created by this founda-
tion after Sandy Hook be-
cause that could have been
prevented,” class of 2020
president Dominic Marhoefer
said.

Junior class officers wel-
comed students who have a
particular interest in the pro-
gram to help share personal
experiences and presenta-

tions to grades six to twelve.
“Hopefully the ‘See Some-
thing, Say Something’ initia-
tive will create a more open
and trusting community. Vic-
tims of bullying hide things,
and I hope it will be able to
change that,” eleventh-grade
student Alex Gage said.

During the presentation
Jan. 7, guest speaker Dalhia
Perryman, from Sandy Hook
Promise, traveled to Pine
View to encourage students
to say something when they
see potential acts of self-harm
or possible threats. Class of
2020 officers followed Per-
ryman’s discussion with an
impactful video, stressing the
importance of student voices
and awareness. The meaning-
ful film left the usually bois-
terous room in silence, prov-
ing to place a lasting effect on
the student body.

“If we promote safer
working environments, in
turn, we will promote student

Guest speaker Dalhia Perryman from Sandy Hook Promise talks
to students on the importance of speaking up. The forum, held
Jan. 15, was accompanied with a presentation by officers of the
class of 2020 and videos. PHOTO BY ANNA LABINER

relations,” Marhoefer said.
“One of the primary founda-
tions of friendship is trust, so
[ think getting to realize that
we're all a school family, op-

posed to students who have
their own classes, would be
a huge step in the direction
of actual, personal connected
student relations.”

Student places at Florida State Fair Art Portfolio Competition

by Clyde Morgan
Asst. News Editor

Participating in the Flor-
ida State Fair Art Portfo-
lio Competition for
the first time, g
twelfth-grader
Ellie Bodor
earned
a place
among 32
exhibitor
spots. 350
students
from 20 dif-
ferent coun-
ties attended
the competition,
where a panel
of five judg-
es reviewed
sculpture portfolios in order
to select the artists. The Flor-
ida State Fair began Feb. 7
and will end Feb. 18 in Tam-
pa; Bodor’s pieces will be
exhibited during the entirety
of the fair.

Bodor’s art portfolio
consists of many beautiful
and intricate wire sculptures

PHOTO PROVIDED BY ELLIE BODOR

that portray a hidden mes-
sage and consists of different
vibrant hues. Some of her
past sculptures have
also incorpo-
rated metal
screws and
bolts.

One
reoc-
curing
theme
i n
Bodor’s
art is
fictional
creatures. “I
used to do a lot
of things
from the
natural
world, like animals and bugs,
but I do more mythological
creatures now,” Bodor said.
“Especially dragons, lots of
dragons.”

Of the art pieces Bodor
submitted, 6 out of 10 were
dragons and the remaining
four were other mystical
beasts.

According to Bodor, she
never saw her artwork as a
school activity or career, but
she believes that it will be
a lifelong passion she will
pursue regardless of her sur-
roundings. “I do it for myself,
both for the comfort I find in
my medium’s familiarity as
well as for the challenge of ev-
ery new project,” Bodor said.
“Making artwork is a form of
self-care, which is why it’s
too personal for me to sell my
pieces. I am and have always
been self-taught.”

Bodor’s inspiration
comes from her favorite
mythical books and stories.
For example, one of her sculp-
tures, titled “Plainswalker,”
is a mysterious beast that
appears in the game of Dun-
geons & Dragons.

Bodor began working
with wire at the age of 9 or 10
when she was playing with
her mother’s craft supplies.
Bodor didn’t think of it as
art then, but the habit stuck
around. “My mom likes to

remind me that my grandfa-
ther’s side of the family was
a line of English silversmiths
— she thinks it's almost as
though metalworking were a
trait passed down by blood,”
Bodor said.

Although all of her
sculptures hold a spe-
cial place in her 5

heart, Bodor
recognizes
the com-
plexity  of
some. She
believes
“Plain -
swalk-

er’, “Ma-
triarch”,

“Pride”, and “Le-
viathan” are
some of her
most ambi-
tious and complex pieces to
date, and she believes they
show the most dramatic im-
provement in her artwork.
“Ellie is very self-dis-
ciplined and works on the

PHOTO PROVIDED BY ELLIE BODOR

detail of each piece until she
is satisfied with the results,”
former Pine View art teacher
Retsy Lauer said. “She is very
open to critiques and sugges-
tions for improvement.”
Bodor has won Scho-
lastic Art and Writing med-
als in the past, but
placing in the
State Fair
A Art Portfo-
lio Com-
petition,
consid-

selec-
tivity,
marks a
particu-
larly spe-
cial accom-
plish-
ment.
“ was
very surprised and glad to
be chosen as an exhibitor. I
didn’t think I'd have a chance
in a statewide competition
and I'm honored to exhibit at
the state fair,” Bodor said.

buildOn hosts the first Pine View Family Movie Night

In an effort to raise money to build a primary school in Malawi, Pine
Coco’ Jan. 18 on the quad

View’s chapter of buildOn showcased Disney’s

the fifth-grade teachers hosted five
years ago, the club’s event was just as
successful. “[The STEM movie night]
was a great event, so we wanted to
do something similar,” math teacher
and high school buildOn club sponsor
Summer Grantham said.

After the family movie night
event, high school buildOn currently
met their goal of raising $30,000 to
build a school in Malawi. Members
are continuing to hold fundraisers
for travel expenses of those making
the trip. In the future, the club will be
brainstorming more ideas to afford
next year’s trip to Nepal.

by Cate Alvaro
Copy Editor

Partnering with the Sarasota
Film Festival, Pine View’s chapter of
buildOn provided students and their
families with a magical showing of
Disney’s “Coco” Jan. 18 on the quad.

The event began at 5 p.m., allow-
ing guests to mingle before settling
to watch the movie at 6 p.m. The club
hosted the fundraiser in an effort to
raise money to build a primary school
in Malawi, Africa. Upon entering the
quad, families were asked to donate

$10 to go to the cause.

Members of buildOn will be

Y [
Y o N

traveling
to Mala-
wi  later
this year
in June to
carry out
their ini-
tiative.
The
Saraso-
ta Film
Festival
brought a
screen and
placed it in front of

the Media Center. Along with a show-
ing of “Coco,” guests could purchase
Errol’s Jamaican jerk chicken and

GRAPHIC BY BRIANNA NELSON
the middle school

buildOn chapter. We showed the vid-
eo our chapter created from the trek
last year to Haiti before broadcasting

“The
fundrais-
er allowed
the  high
school
buildOn
chapter to
not  only
work with
the com-
munity in-
terested in
our cause
but also

TOP: Staff and students enjoy a relaxing eveningon the quad watching the hit

ribs, Domino’s pizza, popcorn, des-
serts and an assortment of beverages.
The concessions lined the side of the
quad.

Modeling a STEM movie night

with the Sarasota Film Festival,” elev-
enth-grader and club member Lind-
say Farb said. “Overall, it was a fun
night for the family and supporters of
our hard-working club.”

Disney movie “Coco.” buildOn used the event to further fundraising efforts for the
building of schools in areas such as Africa. BOTTOM: Eleventh-graders Robert No-
ble, Lindsay Farb and Lily Dougherty helped pass out chicken, ribs, pizza, popcorn
and desserts to the families who attended the movie night.

PHOTOS BY NINA VOLPE
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ADVEX returns in honor of 50th anniversary

TOP: Eighth-grader Cole Nebel displays numerous paper flowers
during ADVEX Day Jan. 17. These “Papel Picado” flowers were cre-
ated in the classrooms of Spanish teachers Judit Pauling and Pa-
tricia Zdravkovich. BOTTOM: Middle school students began their
ADVEX class by stretching to ensure they were warmed up. English
teacher Cheryl Steele hosted a class along with tenth-graders
Emely Fernandez and Marielle Newmark on Dance and Hip Hop.
PHOTOS BY ELENA D’AMATO AND SAHIL AGARWAL
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for a Lifetime

by Tricia Saputera
News Editor

From rollerskating to
acting, students in grades two
through eight had the opportu-
nity to venture into new explo-
rations during ADVEX Day Jan.
17. Incorporating its goal to
“advance and explore”
into the name, the g
unique Pine View
tradition was
brought back
to celebrate
the school’s
50th anniver-
sary. Teach-
ers were able
to share their
passions outside
of class with stu-
dents of different
grades through ac-
tivites such as kite surfing and
quilting.

ADVEX was originally
implemented at Pine View
by founding Principal John D.
Woolever in 1969. “It was a
chance to explore and open
yourself up to new ideas and
new possibilities,” Pine View
Association (PVA) president
and alumnus Ben Turoff said.

Longtime Spanish teach-
er Patti Gerlek said, “For ex-
ample, I am a Spanish teacher,
but I also taught calligraphy.
And you might not know that
[ did calligraphy, but that’s just
another part of myself that I
would expose to the students
to get to know me in a different
way other than just a Spanish
teacher”

The day was mainly or-
ganized by third-grade teacher
and School Events Coordinator
Misty Tucak, who had taught
ADVEX classes before the tra-
dition stopped due to the in-
creasing number of students
and difficulties in scheduling.

PHOTO BY CLYDE MORGAN

However, for Pine View’s spe-
cial 50th anniversary, “The
teachers came together and
said ‘Let’s do this, and we put
together what we felt like was
a two-period, exciting, fun ad-
venture for every student,” Tu-
cak said.
To accommo-
date the many
i students, math
teacher Da-
vid Nezelek
helped by
creating a
computer
program for
students to
list and be as-
signed to their
preferred class-
es. In the past,
teachers worked
together to schedule students
into their ADVEX classes one
by one. Additionally, aide
Christa McCarthy helped Tu-
cak find vol-
unteers and
create tickets
for students

to campus as a volunteer for
ADVEX, which she experienced
during her time at Pine View.
“[Volunteering for ADVEX] is
great, it really warms my heart.
My mom taught here, and my
sister and I went here, and my
two sons went here. So all of us
have different ADVEX stories,
and to recreate this now with
the next generation is really
nice,” McCormick said.

As a whole, the interac-
tive day was successful and
thoroughly enjoyed by many. “I
did the ‘Puzzling Puzzles’ class,
and it was rather challenging,
and I would be very excited
if they would do ADVEX next
year as well” sixth-grader
Holden MacDonald said.

In the future, Tucak hopes
to allow high school students
to participate and perhaps turn
ADVEX into an annual event. “I
would say that we’ve had plen-
ty of extremely positive feed-

back,
we’'ve

did the ‘Puz- h a d
zling Puzzles’

teach-

to use when . ers who
cntering thei class,and it was s ta
classes. .rather Challeng' really
was sy NG andlwould — would
widespread be Vel’y eXClted do it
support  for |f they Would do again.
ADVEX, We ha-
many teac?: ADVEX neXt year v 2 n 'at

t d h d
tecr;sh(ce)zin ((jla;lsIi as We”,” wﬁeilfer

es together,
providing 54
different sub-
jects to students. Even high
school students, who were not
able to sign up to take classes,
supported the activity, by vol-
unteering to help teachers.
Class of 1980 alumna Jac-
queline McCormick returned

Holden MacDonald, it will

become
an annu-
al event or not, but there’s been
plenty of people to step up to
say that they would like for it
to become an annual event,’
Tucak said. “I really think it’s
for gifted students, and that’s
what this school is all about.”

sixth-grader
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Pine View Robotics sweeps competition

VEX and TSA teams take their robotics skills to the regional competitions

by Sarah Hassan

Match Layout Artist

During the 2018-2019
school year, the Technology
Student Association (TSA)
and the VEX Robotics Pine
View teams flattened oppo-
nents, winning numerous
awards for their accomplish-
ments at competitions.

She had a time limit of five
minutes to discuss how to
survive a zombie apocalypse.
“[The coding event] was in-
teresting because everybody
had their own solution to the
problems. We had to think of
a way to get all of the solu-
tions combined into one, and
everybody has to agree on

the same

TSA thing,”
We had to D3kt

At the think of a way The
TSA i 1 Pine
compzetﬁl'?ir;il to get a“ Of View
in Bradenton the SOlutlonS TSA club
Dec. 1, th H : meets
Pierfe Vievs Comblned |nt0 every
TSA  teams one, and ev-  Thursday

received first to dis-
place for Cod- erybOdy has to cuss up-
ing, along agree on the coming
with second H L} events
place for same th In g' and to
Coding and Sonica PrakaSh, track the
Prepared Pre- progress
sentations. grade9 of each
Due to the member.
limit of three Practice

participants per team, TSA
members divided into two
separate teams. The first-
place coding team consist-
ed of ninth-grader Sonica
Prakash and twelfth-grader
William Giraldo, and the sec-
ond-place team consisted of
ninth-grader Uday Goyat and
tenth-grader Gatlen Culp.
The students prepared
for the regional competition
with a team-coding practice.
For the Prepared Presenta-
tion component, in which
each person receives a topic
and presents it 24 hours lat-
er, Prakash won second place.

for the 30 different events
of the competition consisted
of self-preparation, however,
members could rely on more
experienced participants
for help if needed. When at
home, the individual groups
would use programs like
Skype or Discord to commu-
nicate with each other.

For the Coding event,
the teams had previous
knowledge on the topic, so
individuals did not need to
prepare as much compared
to other events. The prepa-
ration consisted of practicing
problems online that resem-

What's New in High
School Science?

The scoop on the remake of
PV's purple building

New Cabinetry
Chemical-resistant
floors and counter tops
New drains for Marine
Biology Honors tanks
New portable lab tables
and desks

Drying racks

Fume hoods in some
classrooms

Lockers replaced with
chemistry storage room
Deionized water
stations

Pull-down electrical
cords

Improved internet
connection

What do the teachers think?

"Biggest impact is the flexibility. We can
change things around depending on what
we are doing that day."

-Roger Siegel,

"One of the biggest

physics teacher

impacts is space with

six sinks. We can move the lab tables
around to make lab stations. It makes
clean-up more efficient and safe so we
have more class time."
-Rebecca Kehler, bioclogy teacher

"The camaraderie between my
colleagues is really great. Every

morning we come

to school and we all

motivate each other."
-Angela Keiper-Wilson, biology teacher

REPORTING BY NAINA CHAUHAN, GRAPHIC BY PEYTON HARRIS
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Robots created by twelfth-grader Alex Lindsay and his team compete in a shoving match. The
competing teams created robots that vied to become “king of the mountain” in the competition at
Lakewood Ranch Jan. 19. PHOTO PROVIDED BY DEBBIE BERMAN

bled questions posed at the
competition.

TSA will be competing
in a state competition Feb. 27
to Mar. 2 in Orlando.

VEX Robotics

In Orlando on the week-
ends of Nov. 10 and Dec. 8,
Pine View’s two VEX Robot-
ics teams won a total of four
awards for their competi-
tions. At the first competi-
tion, twelfth-grader Lucas
Giffard’s team, 212D (elev-
enth-grader Claire Wang,
ninth-grader Brennan Hal-
comb and twelfth-grader Ben
Hostetler) won the the Create
Award.

Atthe same competition,
twelfth-grader Alex Lindsay’s

team, 212B (twelfth-grad-
ers William Giraldo, Joshua
Perna and Matthew Vaccaro)
won the Design Award. At the
second competition, team
212B won the Design Award
again and the Judges Award.
Both VEX teams also quali-
fied for the CREATE U.S. Open
Robotics Championships.

The two leaders pre-
pared for the competitions
by practicing after school in
engineering teacher and ro-
botics clubs sponsor Drew
Wormington’s classroom to
keep their engineering skills
in check.

OnJan.19,the VEX212B
team won the Excellence
and Tournament Awards at
a competition in Lakewood
Ranch, allowing the team to
enter the state competition

level a second time. The tean
qualified for states the first
time on Nov. 10 in North Port
for the Bobcat Brawl event.

“I am proud of my Pine
View students on these re-
spective teams. They work
hard and put in countles:s
hours to prepare. It is a priv-
ilege to share the fields—and
with teams of this quality,
Wormington said.

The VEX team will be
competing at Heron Creek
High School in North Port at
the tournament called Clast
at the Creek Feb. 23. In the
future, the VEX team plans tc
compete for World Qualifier
for both competitions: the
Florida State VEX Champion-
ships and the competition at
the University of South Flor-
ida.

Talking Hues: A colorful
twist on psychology

by Isabella Gaskill
Asst. Web Editor

Color saturates daily life,
yet despite its prevalence, the
impact of color often goes un-
noticed. Walking through the
mall or down the street, the
human eye is bombarded by
energetic reds, bright yellows
and vibrant blues from every
direction. This constant ex-
posure of different pigments
popping
up every-
where
has its
impact.
The study
of color
psychol-
ogy pro-
vides a
deeper
look into
the influ-
ence of
shades
on emo-
tions and
decisions.

Col-
or  psy-
chology
is the
study of
how pig-
ments
impact
human behavior. An exam-
ple of this is how people as-
sociate certain colors with
certain emotions, such as
blue with sadness and yellow
with happiness. This area
of psychology has backed
up preconceived notions of
what colors mean. Red, for
instance, is often described
as powerful and intense. Ac-

cording to ncbi.nlm.nih.gov, it
has been proven that red in-
creases one’s heart rate and
causes the strongest emo-
tional reactions.

These effects go further
than just moods, though.
Certain colors may influence
decision making, especially
when shopping. According to
ShortStack.com, 84.7 percent
of people claim that color is

GRAPHIC BY LEO GORDON

the main deciding factor of
their purchases. Additionally,
52 percent of people do not
return to stores because they
dislike the design — includ-
ing paint and shade choices
— of the facility. Color also
impacts our decisions more
subtly, as companies use cer-
tain pigments on their adver-
tisements and products to

Yellow

Elicits feelings of
happiness, bri
enthusiasm and positivity.

persuade consumers to make
certain choices.

For example, blue is
often utilized by banks and
other companies that require
the trust of the client to elicit
feelings of comfort and assur-
ance. On the opposite side of
the spectrum, because of the
intense emotions evoked by
red, it is often used on ad-
vertisement signs to influ-
ence buyers
to take ad-
vantage of
clearances
ess, and deals.
Red also
encourages
appetite so
it is com-
monly used
by brands,
such as Co-
ca-Cola and
McDonalds,
to encour-
age consum-
ers to pur-
chase their
products.

Color
psycholo-
gy can also
be used to
one’s ad-
vantage in
everyday
life. On the day of a big test,
throwing on a yellow shirt
may help, as yellow has been
linked to intelligence. Wear-
ing green may also stimulate
peaceful and calm feelings.
The way that color impacts
the human brain is a deep sci-
ence, so be sure to pay more
attention to the way color in-
fluences every decision.



email the editor at gwyn.petersen@pineviewtorch.com

entertainment 7

Student dances through the drama
Tenth-grader brings beauty to her life through the art of dance

by Kasumi Wade
Sports Editor

Moving with both practice and
poise, tenth-grader Marielle New-
mark has been a dedicated dancer
since the young age of five, and has
continued to re-
fine her grace
with her craft for

By practicing dance for her own good
and not for her competitors and judg-
es, she no longer has to restrict her-
self from fully loving the art of dance.
Newmark is currently pursu-

ing her dance career at the Ovation
School of Musical

Theatre in Lake-

wood Ranch, Fla.

D e lowin i The feeling | get  She taine e
her mother’s foot- When d an C| n g |S hour in acrobat-

steps, Newmark amaZ|ng... Even ics, jazz, hip hop

first began to pur-

and lyrical. Now

sue dance through When tlmeS have performing in two
dance classes af- gotten h a rd W|th shows a year at Riv-

ter showing an

erview High School,

interest in the fam|ly, friends, Newmark rehears-
art at an early and drama, |t es several group

age. Newmark’s

dances and solos to

mother, Lauraine haS d lwayS been showcase in the re-

when she was something [ <l

en per-
younger, and de- COUld fa“ baCk formances are ap-
cided to sign her proaching, practice
daughter up af- on and always schedules become

ter watching the been there for more rigorous,

enthusiasm  she
had for the art of

59 which is well worth
me. it to Newmark.

movement. “Mari- Marielle Newmark, “Show days are my

elle’s passion for

dancing started

when she started

to walk, and I think she felt inside,
‘Why walk when you can dance?’”
Lauraine Newmark said.

While Marielle was once part
of the competition team, due to the
hard balance between school, dance
and extracurriculars, she no longer
competes. According to Newmark,
competing was simply too intense.

favorite because
my teammates and
[ finally get to put
our hard work and preparation to the
test,” Newmark said.

According to Newmark, her
dance coach, Kate Kulik, has truly
been an inspiration, helping to deep-
en her interest and to become more
invested in dance.

“She’s an amazing dancer who
really excels in all genres of dance.

grade 10

AQUARIUS 44
(January 20- February 18) /l/l/]

You're flying high lately, so don't
forget to share the wealth. Help out
a friend in need or just spend some
time with the people in your life.
Your positivity is infectious!

ARIES
(March 21-April 19) (Yj

You've got a dream and it seems out
of reach. Don't fret. Work in short
bursts, a little each day and you'll
uﬁcompllsh your goals in no time at

GEMINI

(May 21-June 20)

You've been on an emotional
roller coaster lately, happy one
minute, sad the next. Slow down
your roil and show a little love! It
might help you find some balance.

- S
(July 23-August 22)

Seems like your telltale heart
is weighing heavy right now!
There's a secret you've been
hiding for some time now and
it may be time to spill it. Don't
worry, your friends will
understand.

LIBRA ()L

(September 23-October 22)

Hold up there, you! It's easy to
commit to things and say you've got
enough time to help everyone with
their troubles, but don't neglect
your own projects in favor of
someone else’s.

SAGITTARIUS /
(November 22-December 21)
Someone in your life has been
dragging you down lately, and it's
been a major source of stress. It's
time to sit down and have a serious

discussion about the future of your
relationship.

» FEBRUARY ©F
\ HORORSC§”E5 4

PISCES
(February 19- March 20)

It's the season of love, and you're
someone who could use reminding
of that right now. Remember that
no matter what struggles you're
Laci ll;ng, your friends have your

ack.

TAURUS

(April 20-May 20)

You're frustrated at certain
limitations in your life, so now is
the time for change. Being open
to the suggestions of others
could lead to a dynamic

transformation and a few
important revelations.

CANCER @

(June 21-July 22)

Presents and packages are great, but
they aren't the true meaning of life.
Show your graciousness to the people
in your life by giving instead of
receiving. You won't regret it!

VIRGO
(August 23-September 22)

Uh oh! You've hit a major
roadblock in something you're
working on. You're stuck. The
solution? Approach the problem
from a new ungle and you'll find
the answer you're searching for.

SCORPIO
(October 23-November 21)

You've been lost in your own head
for a while and your relationships
have taken a hit. Pay a little more
attention to the world around you
and come back down to Earth. Your
friends miss you!

CAPRICORN Tlo

(December 22-January 19)

You've been in a lull for quite a bit,
so it's time to see what you can do
to keep busy and be an active
member of your community! Get
involved with a new service project,
or joina club!

GRAPHIC BY MADI HOLMES

LEFT: Tenth-graders Marielle Newmark (bottom left) and Sydney Gough (top
right) perform in Showstoppers, a competitive dance showcase. TOP RIGHT:
Newmark demonstrates the level of flexibility dance has given to her. BOTTOM
RIGHT: Newmark shows off a move from one of her hip hop routines. PHOTO BY

MARIELLE NEWMARK

She’s one of the best students I teach
because she’s really passionate about
the art of dance,” Kulik said.

Dance is an outlet for Newmark,
and she said she uses it as a mecha-
nism to calm herself and to destress.
“Each dance is different and all convey
different emotions. You can truly make
every dance your own,” Newmark said.

Newmark plans to continue
dancing well into the future, as it is an
important part of her life. “The feeling
I get when dancing is amazing... Even
when times have gotten hard with
family, friends and drama, it has al-
ways been something I could fall back
on and always been there for me,
Newmark said.

Check out PVTorch.com

Scan this QR code
to read our review
of Lovely Square
Breakfast and
Lunch.

Farr Law Firm Receives U.S. News  ppgT
2018 “Best Law Firms” Honor LAW FIRMS

Tier 1 Ranking for outstanding work in Trusts and Estates | IS N&WE
and Real Estate Law in the Fort Myers metro area. 2018

FARR LAW FIRM

FARR, FARR, EMERICH, HACKETT,
CARR & HOLMES, P.A. | 1924

Punta Gorda | Venice | Sarasota | 941.639.1158 | farr.com

Wills, Trusts & Estates | Real Estate & Title Insurance | Business & Corporate | Personal Injury & Wrongful Death
Litigation | Asset Protection | Marital & Family | Elder Law | Guardianship | Defective Drugs & Devices
Land Use & Zoning | Mediation | Health Care Law | Government & Administrative Law | Tax Law

Best Lawyers




n

rtailnmen

Friday, February 8, 2019

GRAPHICS BY BRIANNA NELSON AND ZOE MERRITT

Escape rooms have a lock on popular culture today, and are spreading like wildfire
across the nation. Sarasota is no stranger to this phenomenon, and quickly
catching on to the puzzle game craze. Will you escape in time?

Escape Countdown

by Ben Gordon
Sci & Tech Editor
Puzzling teenagers, friends and
families alike, Escape Countdown has
been challenging Sarasota’s most adven-
turous and inquisitive since its opening
in 2016. Each of the five escape rooms
hold unique mysteries and clues that
will lead to the guest’s hopeful escape
from the room. Guests must complete
all of the puzzles and find all of the clues
before 60 minutes goes by; if they are
unable to finish the room in 60 min-
utes, they lose the challenge.
Upon entering
the building, guests are 4
greeted by a staff mem- A
ber who guides them
throughout the entire
experience as well
as explains the rules
and strategies for each
room. Participants are
asked to place all of their
personal belongings in lock-
ers, including cell phones and
bags. Guests may choose to
keep their cell phones with them but if
a staff member catches them looking at
their phone, five minutes are deduct-
ed from the 60-minute time limit. Fur-
ther along the hallway are the escape
rooms with seemingly ambiguous doors
that lead to mysterious worlds inside.
In the “Trouble in Paradise”
room, a category 5 hurricane is pum-
meling towards Siesta Key Beach. Guests
must escape the beach and tiki bar
rooms in order to get to safety before
the storm hits. Hidden in the room are
puzzles, padlocks and miscellaneous ob-
jects that must be used to escape. A large
portion of time in this room is devoted to
finding codes, sequences and letters that
can be used to unlock doors and locks. In
the midst of all of this, a TV screen dis-
plays the amount of time left for guests
to escape.
Additional

escape rooms in-

PHOTO BY BEN GORDON

clude Mad Hatter, an Alice-in-Wonder-
land-themed room, Hyde Away, a Victo-
rian London-themed room and Evening
in Paris, a date night themed room.

Escape rooms do require some
level of strategy, but at Escape Count-
down, guests are also allowed hints
which are given by the staff member
controlling their room. Guest can hold up
an “SOS” sign to cameras located around
the room, after which the staff member
will give a hint on the TV screen. Par-
ticipants are allowed three hints
outright but can earn more
hints by singing, acting or
telling jokes to the staff
member. If a partici-
pant feels uncomfort-
able, they may press
J a button next to the
door at any time and
the door will open.
While the escape
rooms are great fun and
are worth visiting, there are
a few negatives. At $30 per
person, the prices can easily
reach over $100 for a family. It also seems
that after four visits, guests will have run
out of rooms to escape and will have
to wait for new rooms to be designed.

Putting everything into consid-
eration, Escape Countdownisanamazing
place to spend an hour with friends and
family. The price may be a little high, but
if guests do not visit regularly, it is worth
the price and is surely worth the visit.

Escape Countdown is located at
6525 S Tamiami Trail, Sarasota, FL.34231.
The facility is open from noon to 8 p.m.
on Wednesdays, Thursdays and Sundays,
noon to 10 p.m. on Fridays and Saturdays,
but closed on Mondays and Tuesdays.
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Escape Reality

by Haleigh Brown
Asst. Editor-in-Chief

Entering Escape Reality, one
is immediately faced with a real life
projection of their imagination. Wel-
comed by a waiting room filled with
retro lockers and a random assort-
ment of decor lining the walls, the fa-
cility’s electric energy resembles the
excitement of its escape rooms.

Past the greeting area, there are
three options of escape rooms along
the border, a bar comprising
of light drinks and snacks,
as well as a special place
for parties and virtual
reality experiences.

In a typical es-
cape room, a group is
locked into a themed
room for an hour and
must solve puzzles
to unlock the door. Es-
cape Reality provides each
group with a walkie-talkie

escape experiences: Escape the Lost
Pyramid and Goblin’s Quest. Each
room is $27 per person, whereas the
virtual reality costs $30 per person.
Both options offer a maximum of up
to eight people.

Escape Reality also offers op-
tions for parties, with the main space
located in the back, decorated with
unique pieces. From sparkling sheets
lining the walls to multicolored lights
strung along the top, the room carries
a retro vibe throughout the
space. The area is com-

prised of the virtual
\ reality setup at one
A\ end, with booth seat-
| ing on the opposite.
Many games, such
/ as air hockey and gi-
' ant Jenga, are offered
as well as several be-
loved board games. If
one would like to block off
the space for $32 a per-

to communicate with staff pyoT0 BY HALEIGH BROWN  Son, this comes with two

members. Puzzles include
decoding locks, finding secret pas-
sageways, as well as understanding
hints.

The three options for theme
choices include Corporate Spy, De-
scent into Madness and Mafia May-
hem. Each are comprised of one
room, except for Corporate Spy,
which actually spans across two. This
allows one to be based off of Dunder
Mifflin, from the popular TV show
“The Office,” or Initech, based off the
1999 movie “Office Space.” After one
finishes their room, they gather with
their party and are given a large as-
sortment of costume options to put
on before the staff snaps a picture of
you to document the experience.

Opening its doors Labor Day of
2016, Escape Reality has now recent-
ly started offering a space for virtu-
al reality where they provide two

‘Escape Room’: the movie

by Brianna Nelson
Opinion Editor

If there is one thing the horror
genre and the film industry as a whole
have showed, it is that pop culture rare-
ly inspires good movies. And although
I came into “Escape Room” with low
expectations, it was surprisingly good
for what it is, providing a fun romp
for an hour and a half. However, with
its main drawbacks falling on a lack of
substance and ploy-filled plot, the film
will fade as another fad production un-
like its physical counterparts across the
country.

“Escape Room,” directed by Adam
Robitel, is a thriller-horror film based
around six strangers being roped into a
series of dangerous escape rooms for a
cash prize. The movie throws the char-
acters into various deadly scenarios
while allowing us to learn more about
the protagonists and their pasts. The
movie released to mixed reviews, and
for good reason. While the film as a
whole surpasses its low expectations, it
is ultimately unable to escape its medi-
ocrity.

Despite its drawbacks, “Escape
Room” has definite positives. One of the
primary aspects of the film that keeps
the viewer intrigued is the elaborate set

design. Every single scene is brought to
life with the attention to detail in every
escape room. One thing the audience
will probably notice is how every room
is a giant practical effect, and the effort
placed into every shot is palpable. It's
a delight for the eyes and honestly the
strongest facet of the film.

A common complaint of the entire
horror genre is the seemingly never
ending parade of bad choices made by
the main characters. “Escape Room,”
however, avoids falling into the pitfalls
that plague young adult horror as, un-
like other movies, the characters have
genuine thought processes that you can
follow. Even though most of the charac-
ters become irritating by the end of the
movie, at least it is not for terrible de-
cision-making. Instead, the characters
become annoying with their interper-
sonal interactions that basically boil
down to unnecessary rudeness.

A personal favorite aspect of this
movie is the way it handles thrill and
horror. Instead of exclusively relying
on gore and similar crutches to incite
fear in the audience, “Escape Room” is
able to effectively use the thriller por-
tion of its horror-thriller title. The mov-
ie uses quick cuts and other editing to
skirt having to show excessive blood or

violence, to the benefit of the film as a
whole. The movie is able to build gen-
uine tension within the various rooms
with an ever-escalating sense of danger
and risk of death.

In terms of criticisms, however,
this movie has issues to spare. I felt this
movie was bordering in between being
a quality film and just another lacklus-
ter B-movie, the epitome of a three out
of five rating, and [ am of the belief that
this mediocrity stems from the lack of
originality this concept provides. In
the end, its inability to create anything
new or provide a meaningful twist on
its concept is its weakness. It leaves the

pizzas and a drink for
each guest, along with karaoke and
the entire game space.

Escape Reality offers a unique
experience like no other with their
dedication to their roles as actors in
the escape rooms, complimented by
the retro and eclectic decor, allowing
one to feel like they have actually, es-
caped reality.

Located at 6250 N Lockwood
Ridge Rd, Sarasota, FL 34243, open
from 1 to 10 p.m. on Mondays,
Wednesdays, Thursdays and Sundays,
with extended hours from 1 p.m. to
midnight on Fridays and Saturdays,
closed on Tuesdays.

Rating:
5/5 Torches
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viewer unsatisfied and feeling empty
once the fun and thrills of the movie
are over.

Though the movie is visually ap-
pealing and thrilling, its lack of inno-
vation to the genre and a weak plot to-
wards the end of the movie hold it back.
It's disappointing, because the movie
had the potential and the budget to be

something better.
Rating: ‘ ‘ ‘
3/5 Torches v v v

Check out PVTorch.com

Scan this QR code
to read Brianna’s
latest blog review
of Bandersnatch
on our website.
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Fine View’

Pine View is a colorful community, cultivating generations

of future leaders and bright minds. Its history is rooted in

a high success rate, beautiful campus, and an unrelenting
commitment to education. Nonetheless, what truly pulls Pine
View together is the staff and student body. The drive and
dedication shown by all who step foot on the current campus
reflects a tradition of excellence, first established in 1969.
This year we celebrate 50 years of Pine View, and the Torch
invites you to venture back to the early 70’s when the school
was still taking root near current-day Alta-Vista Elementary
School.

QUOTES COLLECTED BY ALYSON MIZANIN, AVA EPSTEIN,
VIR PATEL, ANSON NGUYEN, KYLIE BATES, JONAS MEYER,
CLAIRE CHRITCHETT, ELENA D’AMATO, APOLLONIA KRO-
LIKIEWICK, JADE FIRLIE, LIZA STRONG, LUKE ROMINIEC-
KI, VICTORIA LIU, MARYBETH DAMICO, MAX FRIEDLAND,
EVAN CRESSELL-SIMMONS, NATHAN WEITZNER, COURT-
NEY NELSON, NEVAEH ZIMMERMANN, NICO BRION, SE-
BASTIAN GENELHU-BAZAN, SAM WRIGHT, TYRA MOTKAR
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The Pine View Torch is
established by alumni
Aaron Stutz and adviser
Bernice Brenner.

High School Spirit Week
begins in February.
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A: Study with an
SAT® math expert!

Kennon McCaa, an experienced tutor and former high school math teacher, has just opened
Transformative Tutoring in Osprey. He has already helped his 12-year-old score 760/800

on the SAT®, a high school junior score 750/800 on his first SAT®, and a high school senior
improve her SAT® score by 120 points to earn a Bright Futures Scholarship. He can probably

help you, too!

Transformative Tutoring is more than just test prep—it's about helping students of all ages

with math and computer science homework, enrichment and remediation.
e Individual Tutoring & Test Prep (SAT®, ACT®, 7th Grade Talented Youth, PSAT®)
e Test Prep Group Memberships (Hurry! Next group starts 2/10/19)
e Math Study Group Memberships*
e Highly Skilled, Professional Tutoring

e Convenient Online Scheduling

* First study group session is always free if space is available

Save $20 off your first appointment/group
when you mention the Torch.

Expires March 15,2019 |

TRANSF<*RMATIVE
tutoring

Dedicated to Causing an Important and Lasting Change in You

Got (Math) Problems?

® o41-882-3039
Q 612-805-6282

e Kennon@TransformativeTutoring.com

TransformativeTutoring.com
© 151 N Tamiami Trail, Osprey, FL 34229

Kennon McCaa, M.Ed
Pine View Parent | Former HS Math Teacher | Lifelong Math Enthusiast

SAT and ACT are registered trademarks of the College Board and ACT respectively. No endorsement or affiliation is implied.
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Torch makes its hoops hypotheses

Who will finish where this season? — Staffer outlines NBA predictions

by Manny Rea
Managing Editor

Only halfway through the Nation-
al Basketball Asso- ciation
(NBA) 2018-2019 sea-
son, it’s still tough
to call a change in
the tides of war.
In a season riddled
with power shifts
and  predictable
wins, the contra-
diction makes for
what can be either
an aggravating or
a fruitful season
for basketball fans
coast to coast.

Important
dates lie ahead:
a trade deadline
on Feb. 7 to teeter
the balance of the
league and the All-
Star Game on Feb.
17 to represent the
culmination of the
year’s best. Also, as
the decade reaches
a close, a true end to
an era comes with the
last of the ‘98 class grasp-
ing on to the game.

Whether another
cruise to a championship
for Golden State awaits
or a chance for triumph
from competitors, the
Torch evaluates where
teams stand from now, at
the start of the new year,
to the waning days in April
when the regular season
will be finished.

The Wild
West

their conference.

The determined Hous-
ton Rockets look to make a splash after
their defeat in the playoffs to Golden
State last season. Despite a struggle in
the void of Trevor Ariza’s departure,
the Rockets’ captain James Harden con-
tinues to lead on his own to the best of
his ability.

Russell Westbrook and Paul
George trance along with the Oklaho-
ma City Thunder, combating not only
small defensive and offensive issues
along the way but also the antagoniz-
ing feud with the Philadelphia 76’ers.
Joel Embiid, a key villain in the league,
trashes the likes of Harden and Lonzo
Ball.

Speaking of the Showtime Lakers,
at the center of this season’s stories
is Lebron James’ outing in Los Ange-
les. What was promised to be a major
shakeup in the league has turned into
truth as James carries a youthful squad
into a much more hopeful season than
the previous 11th place conference fin-
ish.

Yet, despite these growing strides
from the opposition, the Warriors ride
on unrelentingly. An already stacked

'an infographic]
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Even A‘
with  2018’s
most powerful
team still on top,
the Golden State
Warriors cannot
underestimate the
efforts of the rest of

force of nature, DeMarcus Cousins’ de-
but on Jan. 18 only proved how much
more lethal the reigning champions
can be. Dethroning them will prove dif-
ficult as they persevere on the court
and in the collective soul of mod-
ern hoops.

The Electric
East

In the absence of Lebron James,
the Cleveland Cavaliers have clearly
been crushed without their former
golden boy. Now an advantage to the
rest of the conference, contenders,
such as the Boston Celtics, Milwau-
kee Bucks and their “Greek Freak” Gi-
annis Antetokounmpo, and the Kawhi
Leonard-run Toronto Raptors, aim to
take control of the East.

At only 24-years-old, Antetok-
ounmpo stands proud with chart-top-
ping performances in the conference.
While slacking a bit in the stand-
ings, the Celtics remain playoff-wor-
thy with the excellence of Kyrie Ir-
ving, looking to make a break in the
opened-up conference.

The East also hosts many of the
league’s senior players representa-
tive of a different age. Veterans Tony
Parker, Dwayne Wade and Vince Car-
ter (one-half of the ‘98 class, along-
side Dallas Maverick’s Dirk Nowitzki
in the West) are still kicking it, albeit
in more relaxed and less-demand-
ing roles, for their respective teams.
Even former star Carmelo Anthony
has been traded around from team to
team like an unwanted puppy, most

recently moved to the Chicago Bulls
from Houston on Jan. 21, and most
likely to be passed around again come
the trade deadline. Simply put, these
are remnants of a time ruled by an old
class of players, like Kobe Bryant and
Paul Pierce.

While our attempts at court-
side divination are sure to fall flatter
than six year-old Sprite Cranberry, it
goes without saying that the NBA may
hold indications of greater parity in
the league. Even if the Warriors make
it again and Steph ends up flaunting
another toddler in Finals press con-
ferences, time holds the key to com-
petition. As so far evident this year,
teams have stepped into the void left
by James’ departure: Easterners now
vie to take their shot at a champion-
ship. James in the West adds another
shogun fighting for Western domi-
nance. It is up to shifting pieces and
players on the Jenga blocks to topple
Dub Nation. And whether that hap-
pens in 2019 is yet to be determined.

Sachit Gali
Grade 12

"The YMCA is near
Pine View, which
makes it perfect for
going right after
school. Also, the
YMCA offers a
student discount
which makes it
cheaper than most
gyms in the area."

Locations and Hours™

8301 Potter Park Dr, Sarasota, FL
34238 — open 7 days a week, 5:30
a.m. to 10 p.m. Monday through
Thursday, 5:30 a.m. to ¢ p.m.
Friday, 7 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Saturday, and 10 amto 5 p.m.
Sunday.

GRAPHIC BY ISABELLA GASKILL

Gym by the Numbers

Crunch Fitness

Caroline Creevy
Grade 10

"l choose Crunch
because it's closest to
my house and has
everything | need for a
good price. | like that
it's small but fits a
weight room plus an
open mat areaso | can
do workouts on my
own, but also use the
ergs or treadmills
provided there if |
need to. Also, many of
my friends go there so
| never know who I'm
going to see when I'm
there."

Locations and Hours*

3762 Bee Ridge Rd, Sarasota, FL
34233 — open 7 days a week, 5
a.m. to 11 p.m. Monday through
Thursday, 5 a.m. to 10 p.m. Friday,
and 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Saturday and
Sunday.

LA Fitness

Robert Rigano
Grade 11

"A few of my friends
went there and they
taught me how to lift
so | figured I'd stick
with them, and now
more have joined so
we have a pretty big
group that goes. They
also have good
basketball facilities
and a pool along with a
hot tub. Everythingis
also very clean and
well-maintained.”

Locations and Hours*

4057 Cattlemen Rd, Sarasota, FL
34233 — open 7 days a week, 5
a.m.to 11 p.m. Monday through
Thursday, 5 a.m. to 10 p.m. Friday,
and 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Saturday and
Sunday.

N

Orange Theory

Ella Lenhart
Grade 9

"Orange Theory is
different from other
gyms. With gyms like

LA Fitness or the
YMCA you just buy a
membership and go
whenever you want.
Orange Theory
motivates you to
workout every week
with a trainer that is
pushing you to the
max, and that's why |
love it."

Locations and Hours™

6509 S Tamiami Trail, Sarasota, FL
34231 — open 7 days a week, 5:45
a.m. to 7:30 p.m. Monday through
Friday, 6:30 a.m.to 12 p.m.
Saturday, and 7:30 p.m.to 12 p.m
Sunday.

*Location closest to Pine View
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PHOTO BY WILLIAM KHABBAZ

by William Khabbaz
Asst. Editor-in-Chief

As a proud Python, football games
are the last event that would ever be
written into my agenda book,
well, prior to this winter
break, that is. After re-
ceiving my acceptance
into Syracuse Univer-
sity, [ was invited to
attend my first col-
lege football game
in Orlando Dec.
28. The Syracuse
Orangemen  chal-
lenged the West Vir-
ginia Mountaineers for
the Camping World Bowl
Championship.

Accompanied by three
of my closest friends, we
ventured to Orlando to experience
the vibrant bowl game. When pulling
into the stadium, the buzz of energy
and team spirit was tangible. This was
something beyond my scope, and I felt
out of place at times, but the general
excitement for the Syracuse Orange-
men kept my attention during the en-
tirety of the game.

While enjoying the view from sec-
tion 106, the game started off with the
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game experlence
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crowd cheering and the ball in the air.
As this was my very first football game,
the energy of the gridiron induced an
abundance of excitement from my
friends and I. The first quarter
started off slow. Syracuse
scored their first points
12 minutes into the
game with a 4-yard
passing touchdown
to running back
Abdul Adams, put-
ting them 4 points
ahead of the Moun-
taineers after their
previously  scored
field goal.

That was the
first  touchdown
of the game and
the crowd went
wild. The sea of or-
ange went up in a
roar; that moment
showed me the
real reason behind the sport. It was
the true essence of fandom and school
spirit.

The magazine is
available for purchase at
Portable 3 during regular

school hours. Proceeds
will benefit the Luminary
Magazine Club

The price for adults
is $10 and $5 for
students.

The sea of orange went
up in aroar; that moment
showed me the real reason eers and
behind the sport. It was
the true essence of fandom
and school spirit.
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The game remained heated as the
Mountaineers fired back with a touch-
down in the first two minutes of the
second quarter with a 3-yard run
by running back Kennedy McK-
oy. Even when the opposing
team scored, there was still

W,

part of the game, both teams only scor-
ing off field goals. By the end of this

point in the game, the
Mountaineers took
a one-point lead
against  the
fighting Or-

a feeling of joy. The air was angemen.
filled with so much pride This
that it eliminated all fears put some
of losing the game. It was fear in the
a true sign of sportsman- eyes of the
ship. I realized that this was Syracuse-
just a game and a moment section of the
for fans to show their fighting crowd.
spirit. The fourth
The second quarter ended quarter was the
with  PHOTOBYWILLIAM KHABBAZ ~ most  eventful
a experience of my
field goal life. Within the first five minutes of the
from the last quarter, the Orangemen scored
Mountain- two touchdowns, with a field goal be-

another
touchdown
from the
Orange-
men. This
left the
score at 14-12, giving the Orangemen
a two-point lead.

The third quarter was the slowest

tween them. The crowd went wild, Or-
ange confetti everywhere and smiles
filled one side of the stadium. The Or-
angemen defeated the Mountaineers
34 to 18. This was my first football
game but it definitely won’t be my last.
Even though I don’t know much about
the sport, I can speak for the spirit that
filled my heart with excitement and
the willingness to learn.

Getting your fit on
at Mantra Fitness

by Anna Labiner
Features Editor
Often dubbed a simple exercise
class targeted towards moms and
yoga enthusiasts, Pilates serves as
an engaging workout that is far from
easy. This form of exercise aims to
strengthen and stabilize participants
— Mantra Fitness in Sarasota fulfills
this goal. Founded in 2012 by Kathy
Maloy, Mantra Fitness intro-
duced Sarasota to a new T
style of working out,
utilizing the Mega-
former device to
improve balance,
flexibility —and |

strength.
The Mega-
former was

invented by Jo-
seph Pilates to
help hospital pa- @
tients build muscle
but has since been
integrated into the Pi-
lates community. While Pi-
lates can be performed on
simply a yoga mat, Mantra
Fitness promotes the use of the de-
vice, which has a bed-like frame with
a platform that slides back and forth.
The platform is connected to a set of
springs that can be added or subtract-
ed depending on how much resis-
tance is desired. The machine engages
the whole body and helps pinpoint
which areas of the body need the
most improvement.

One of the best things about
the Megaformer is the versatility.
Exercises can be performed sitting,
standing, sideways, lying down, pull-
ing on the hand straps and many oth-
er variations. The machine is quite so-
phisticated, with training many parts
of the body using just one piece of
sleek equipment.

Mantra Fitness offers a comfort-
ing vibe with a simplistic design and a
soothing atmosphere. The staff is wel-
coming to newcomers, fully explain-

g’f‘wa'\
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ing complex exercises on the Megafor-
mers. Frequent visitors also perform
the motions for reference to help oth-
ers decipher the different aspects of
the more complicated moves. The con-
stant motivation and instruction from
the trainer greatly improves the entire
experience, especially for someone
who is new to the Pilates scene.

According to Mantra Fitness
employee Caroline Hughes, es-
~ M pecially for high school
"\ athletes, Pilates is an
excellent way to
strengthen the op-
posing muscle
groups that one
can use for activ-
ities like track,
basketball, run-
ning and soccer.
Overall, “It's a
great strengthen-
ing workout for ath-
letes or even people
who just like to work out.
It's fast, effective and a
good alternative to things
like running,” Mantra Fit-
ness employee Caroline Hughes said.
Looking for a lower-impact exercise
regimen, Hughes started Pilates af-
ter injuring her knee at high-intensity
workout classes. She has been teaching
at the studio for almost a year now.

The facility offers a variety of
courses, from beginner to total body,
and costs $18 for a first drop in class.
Although the machines seem daunting
at first, the staff advises sticking with
it and guarantees a productive experi-
ence with fast results.

Mantra Fitness is located at 3908
S Tamiami Trail, Sarasota, FL 34231
and has varying hours.
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Rating:
5/5 Torches
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Student practices to be on

‘par’ with the pros

by Sarah Catalano
Sci&Tech Editor

From the tee box to tour-
naments, tenth-grader Lyd-
ia Vaccaro has been golfing
competitively for eight
years. Putting on a
variety of cours- 8
es, Vacca-
ro takes the
game to the
max, one [
swing at a
time.

Ini-
tially join-
ing golf due
to her family’s
love of the sport,
Vaccaro has since
been encouraged to
strive for greatness.
“Since my family is
very forward about golf, it's an
everyday topic,” Vaccaro said.
“If they weren'’t as into golf as
they are, I definitely wouldn’t
be as into it. It pushes me to do
it a lot more.”

Her brother and father
have been large influences on
her performance in the sport.
Vaccaro’s brother, Matthew,
also plays golf and played on
the same team as his sister,
up until this year. Her father
supports her endeavors in golf
by acting as her caddy and by
cheering her on.

“Lydia, as a player, is stub-
born,” twelfth-grader Matthew
Vaccaro, said. “When she goes
out to play, she goes out to
win.”

Three to four days a
week, Vaccaro practices for at
least three hours. She trains

PHOTO PROVIDED BY
LYDIAVACCARO

with her team, Venice High
School, at Pelican Point and
Capri Isles, and individually
at the Oaks club — playing in
nine-hole courses to refine her
skills. The players par-
. ticipatew in reg-

game and
help build
compan-
ionship
between
team
members,
including
putting the
ball 3 feet from
the hole, 50 times,
with one hand and
with both hands.
According  to
Vaccaro, her favorite part of
the game is
the short game
— chipping

Tournaments are typical-
ly held early in the morning and
can last from four to six hours,
depending on the number of
holes. They often involve shot-
guns, in which all players tee off
at the same time. Vaccaro plays
in tournaments with the Unit-
ed States Junior Golf Academy
(USJGA) and with the Venice
High School girls golf varsity
team. She participates in two
tournaments a month for USJ-
GA, and during a six month sea-
son, plays with Venice in three
games every week. She scores
in the low 80s.

“She’s very positive, she’s
very upbeat. The other girls
look up to her” Venice girls
varsity golf coach Cary Wilgren
said. “She had the best scoring
average on the team. She also
made it to the regional tourna-

ment — she was
the only player

and putting
by the green.
This part of the
game involves

) that did”
Lydia, as a Reaching
. regional  level,

p l' d ye r’ IS algngside her
stu b bO FN. can-do attitude,

Tenth-grader Lydia Vaccaro prepares to hit the ball during
practice at a driving range. Vaccaro has been playing golf for
eight years, now for both Venice High School and the United
States Junior Golf Academy.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY LYDIA VACCARO

hitting the ball Vaccaro won
with little force Wh €ns h € MVP of her team
and  requires goes outto for the year
more finesse “[The  tourna-
to navigate the play’ She ment] was really
ball into  the goes out to intimidating be-
gt Win. ” was so good, but
very  difficult it was also exhil-
Matthew Vaccaro, ;
for people to arating because
do when they grade 12 1 was by myself

don’t normally

play for so long,

so it’s where you get the most
points in the game usually’
Vaccaro said.

and just going

with it”
During practice about a
year ago, Vaccaro shot a hole-
in-one, marking one of her

proudest moments in golfing.
According to golfdigest.com,
the odds of an amateur golf-
er making a hole-in-one are
12,500 to 1.

Her role model, Gabri-
elle Tomeo, was the Florida
State Championship winner
three years in a row and cur-
rently plays for the University
of Wisconsin. Like Tomeo, Vac-

caro plans to pursue golfin col-
lege. Practicing this sport has
not only taught her technique
and skill, but also a more ma-
ture outlook on life. “It’s a very
patient game, because you'll hit
some bad shots. When you hit
a bad shot you have to recover,
and sometimes the game goes
very slowly. You have to be pa-
tient,” Vaccaro said.
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Candy Hearts
company faces
catastrophe

by Anna Labiner
Features Editor

With  winter festivi-
ties now in the rearview mir-
ror and winter break long
gone, many cling to one last
holiday to wrap up the fes-
tive season — Valentine’s Day.
Notorious for its abundance
of marriage proposals and can-
dy, the holiday is beloved by
many. Sadly, this Valentine’s Day
will be missing one iconic aspect
— candy hearts. As of two days
ago, the controversial yet cher-
ished sweets were pulled from
the shelves after horri-
fied customers
found that

stating that the CEO of HIFFYA-
ICGU, Val N. Tynepun, had re-
cently gone through a breakup
and lashed out by writing down
his anger on the holiday sweets.
“I guess we should have seen
this coming after his meltdown
at the board meeting. He came
in sweatpants and he was hold-
ing a gallon of chunky monkey
ice cream. At one point he had
a 40-minute-long argument
with himself about calling his ex
back. Looking back, we prob-
ably should have checked his
ideas before sending them out
to be produced, but I guess
it's too late now,” co-work-

er Chee Syjoke said.

the hearts ave a With the chalky
displayed OU h treats completely wiped
some star- 9 d fﬂce from the shelves, Amer-
tling  and gOO dlo icans everywhere are
unsavory ‘]-0\” ya searching for a new Valen-
messages. tine’s Day fix, but to no

Custom - avail. “Candy hearts
ers everywhere

were shocked as?¥
they opened their ©
boxes of candy
hearts expecting flir-
tatious quips and love
notes, only to find passive
aggressive phrases like, “I
love how you just wear
anything,” “You really
have a face for radio” and
“Love is dead.”

“I don't even like can-
dy hearts but this is just appall-
ing,” twelfth-grader Lovisnt R.
Eel said. “My girlfriend just
broke up with me. I don’t need
a candy heart telling me that my
hair looks dumb pushed back. [
can’'t even eat my feelings away
without being attacked. Valen-
tine’s Day is ruined.”

Obviously, the general
public is distraught about the
whole situation and everyone
is asking the question: Who
is behind the hearts? Luckily,
we finally have an answer. The
candy heart production compa-
ny, Help I've fallen for you and
[ can't get up (HIFFYAICGU),
released an official statement

. are garbage but
~now [ have to
buy people actu-
= al gifts instead of
just  writing
S their names
WS on one of the
boxes,” disappoint-
ed customer Eilav Candi

While the global tragedy
does not yet have a viable solu-
tion, Principle Dr. Stephen Co-
vert tells Pine View students
not to fear, as he has taken it
upon himself to ensure that
Pine View students have an
enjoyable Valentine’s Day. He
has recently released his own
exclusive line of candy hearts,
all featuring his classic quotes
and sayings. Although he has
no hair, Dr. Covert has a lot
of heart and a lot of love to
go around, so don’t forget to
pick up a specialized candy
heart this Valentine’s Day. Say-
ings range from “Remember,
you are standing on the shoul-
ders of giants” to “Make it a
great day Pine View.”

The Torch tries reading The Torch: A
harrowing adventure of trials and torment

by Melissa Santoyo
Editor-in-Chief

In this segment of “Torch
Tries,” a couple of foolhardy
staff members endeavored on
a journey few have ever even
thought of attempting. From
skydiving to tofu to petty theft,
the staff has seen it all and tried
it all. There is little that scares
Pine View’s brave reporters in
the way of nouns that complete
the sentence fragment “Torch
Tries” But in this issue, they
faced a challenge so daunting
that it fundamentally changed
the way all individuals here on
the paper view journalism. For
the first issue of 2019, Torch
Tries reading The Torch.

“I've been on staff for four
years, and ['ve never read past
the humor section,” Asst. Edi-
tor-in-Chief William Cabbage
said. “I never even knew there
were more pages beyond 12
and 13. Let’s be real here, be-
sides Meme of the Month, is
there anything actually worth
reading?” Cabbage’s story is one
that resonates with many staff
members, especially section ed-
itors, who admit they only read
what has their name on it.

“News is the only thing I'll
read and I only read that much
because I'm in charge of it. Can
you imagine if I actually read
this whole thing? All 16 pages
which all 32 of us on staff spend
six straight weeks putting to-

gether for a generally unappre-
ciative public? My eyes would
bleed Cambria font size 10 by
the time [ got to page seven,
kind of like my soul
does when I ; see
another 4 ft "’ 3’
eighth-grader '
toss our con-
tent into a ran- S
dom trash can. /
Really with that |
kind of attitude,
I'm only here
to get what’s
assigned done
and then vol-
unteer ideas
for Meme of
the Month,’
Odelia Tootey-
leyma, one of
the two News
Editors, said.

Various
section
editors
h ad
similar
mindsets and so
they were gathered together,
along with a few other staffers
from The Match and PVTorch.
com, to review the December
paper in its entirety. The results
were shocking.

“This opinion section is
straight up garbage. Who al-
lowed this to go to print? It's
so unbearably one-sided. No
wonder the entire junior class

hates us,” Opinion Editor, Bri-
anna Noot Noot, said. Noot
Noot griped about the content,
mourning the fact that no one
who takes a more conserva-
tive stance is actually willing
to write for the paper, as per
stagram
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ducted following the distribu-
tion of the November issue. “I
mean, it’s not like we write our
emails on top of the page or
anything. And it's not like we
urge readers to voice their opin-
ions, as per the staff box which

is always on the bottom of page
14. No, asking people to actually
follow through with what they
constantly complain about, that
would be too much,” Noot Noot
said.

As for the
individuals
from oth-
er publica-
tions, their
thoughts

varied de-
pending
on their
own re-
sponsibility.
Ella
Hooplah, cur-
rent Web Edi-

\  tor, decided to
' follow one of
the multiple

QR codes

/ printed in
the News

section. The
code she
chose in
particu-
lar linked
to a story on PVTorch.com
about one of the many on-cam-
pus clubs. Upon being rerout-
ed to the URL, Hooplah was
shocked. “We have a website?
That’s crazy! To think the staff
cares enough about what it
does to have a digital platform
and advocate said platform at
every possible instance with so-

cial media. Wow, people should
really appreciate that more, as
I'm sure it takes so much time
and effort, let alone money to
put together, advertisement
free. Not speaking from experi-
ence or anything, ha,” Hooplah
said.

Match Editor-in-Chief,
Elizabeth “Hotdog” Hopkins,
was surprised too. “So Torch
covers seventh and eighth
grade. Huh. [ really thought that
was my jurisdiction, but I guess
we're gonna gerrymander the
middle school coverage. First, I
have to deal with Spark stealing
my stories, now this?” Hotdog
refused to comment further,
giving up after reading the hu-
mor story about the middle and
elementary school populace in-
fringing on older students’ navi-
gation rights.

When staffers actually
read The Torch, tensions arose
from places where many did
not anticipate them. Some peo-
ple read on eagerly, discovering
sections unbeknownst to them,
such as the mysteriously titled
“Focus” section, for which no
one quite understands what
kind of content belongs there.
Others, as seen above, repudiat-
ed the mere concept of reading
further, too bogged down by
their own discoveries. Even if
in the name of journalism, this
“Torch Tries” has left scars that
may never heal.
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Exposed: Miley Cyrus is
actually Hannah Montana

by Peyton Harris

Asst. Entertainment Editor

In an age of common-
place conspiracy theories and
discernible conclusions, it's
refreshing to look outside the
box and find solace in outra-
geously far-out ideas. After fol-
lowing a string of patched-to-
gether clues and tips from
anonymous hotlines, I recent-
ly disclosed a comprehensive
study that bewildered the en-
tirety of the U.S. population:
Hannah Montana is Actually
Miley Cyrus: A Thread.

While it may seem like
an overextended reach, I be-
lieve some very accurate
points were made by me.
For example, during the en-
tire eight seasons of Hannah
Montana, Cyrus and Montana
were never once pictured to-
gether or even seen in the
same room. This could have
been the result of some on-set
beef, but nevertheless aids my
point. Additionally, in both pic-
tures of Cyrus and Montana,
they can be found posing with
eerily similar “peace signs.”
In Season 3, Episode 4 of the
famed Disney show, Cyrus and
Montana could be found wear-
ing the same shade and brand
of lipstick. This overwhelm-
ing abundance of evidence
seems too coincidental to be
ignored.

In every episode of the
series Hannah Montana, the
introductory clip is ended by
Montana placing a finger on
her lips as to indicate a secret,
which I am forced to believe is
the result of a massive govern-
ment cover up of Montana's
true identity, Miley Cyrus. Why
does the government want to
suppress Cyrus’ alter ego? Be-
cause they think anyone who
is blonde doesn’t have a right
to voice her opinions.

To further advance my
point, Cyrus was recently seen

>

CONCRETE PIECE OF EVIDENCE #1:

CHANNEL

ISEHLL‘\’ Cyru S

Both
Montana
and
Cyrus
make the
same
pose.

A CONSPIRACY THEORY.

* % & %

Here, Montana is seen with
her signature finger-on-
lips pose. Could this be an
inkling that she is hiding a
secret? Possibly covering
up her true identity as Miley
Cyrus.

CONCRETE PIECE OF EVIDENCE 4 3:

Real screenshot from
Miley Cyrus' phone:
hannah montana
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at the Women’s March holding
a sign reading “Blonde Rights
are Human Rights.” This can
no longer be seen as a mere
coincidence, but is clearly the
result of such a cover up.

In case, the proof pre-
sented was rejected as inad-
missible, 1 took the liberty
of carefully analyzing every
photo ever taken of Cyrus and
Montana and found that
in over 56 instances the two
were found wearing the same
star-shaped necklace. This
could not occur unless Mon-
tana and Cyrus were friends,
which wouldn’t be possible.

With the surplus of evi-
dence, I think it's reasonable to
conclude that the famed Han-
nah Montana and Miley Cyrus
are, in fact, the same person.
My next goal is to obtain a
sample of DNA from Cyrus and
Montana, preferably a cheek
swab, and prove they have the
same genetic formula to justi-
fy my seemingly outrageous
connections. However, I do be-
lieve that this plethora of em-
pirical evidence is worthwhile
and deserves a U.S.-sanctioned
study to put this matter to bed,
once and for all. Sorry for ruin-
ing your childhood, sweeties!

[a column]

Yikes! Your Pine
View student
IS showmg

Pine View’s atmosphere
consists mainly of hyper-compet-
itive young individuals who strive
to be their best self in every possi-
ble aspect of their scholarly lives.
Sometimes, this is exhausting.
The mindset that “If T fail (and by
‘fail’ T mean any grade below an A)
this exam I won't be able to go to
my top college and I will ultimate-
ly fail in all other aspects of my
life” is inaccurate and unreason-
able.

I knew what | was getting
myself into when I came to Pine
View after passing the “gifted test”
as a five-year-old, which isn't the
best age for demonstrating work
ethic and behavioral standards,
but okay. And maybe engraving
this elitist mindset in my head
made me terrified of failure grow-
ing up, since it wasn't in line with
my expectations for myself, but

Olivia Hansen,
Humor Editor

A+ occurring between those who
actually didn't study and are just
dumb smart and those who are
lying to counterbalance for their

okay. academic in-
It is competence.
okay to It is okav to have Either  way,
have high . y this trivializes
stan - high standards for the hard work
dards for you rself, of course, one student
yourself, may have put
of course, but FonStantly de- into  study-
but con- grading the people ing. In fact,
stantly as we speak,
degrad- arounq you who a freshman I
ing the have different ex- know is ceas-
people pectations for them- ing to do his
around l is ti math home-
you who s€ vgs IS ”jesome work because
have dif- and inconsiderate. he is “too
ferent smart.” Love
expecta- that for him.

tions for themselves is tiresome
and inconsiderate. An A- is not a
bad grade. Your life is not over if
you miss a classwork assignment,
I promise you.

The common saying that is
prominent in student-to-student
conversations here at Pine View
is “I didn't study but I still got an

Complaints about low A,
that are clearly above average and
something to be proud of, deval-
ues others’ hard work. Think be-
fore you speak. Ask yourself,
“Would a pretentious and an-
noying person do that?” And
if the answer is yes, do not do
that thing.

The Torch explains proper bathroom etiquette

Pine View's pervasive hygiene insecurity — here's how to navzgate that

by Leo Gordon
Asst. Match Editor

According to a surpris-
ingly relatable statement re-
leased by Pine View School
students, using the loo during
school, a process deemed nor-
mal by most, isn’t as easy or ir-
relevant as one may think. “It’s
a whole process,” eighth-grad-
er Gotto Gough said. “One that
nobody expects or under-
stands.”

According to Gough,

a growing number of stu-
dents believe they must
live up to an expectation of
proper bathroom etiquette,
an old but undiscovered
craze which applies to one’s
entire restroom experience
from start to finish.

One of the most vital
aspects of bathroom et-
iquette, according  to
the released statement, is
exactly-timed bathroom us-
age — a time period expect-
ed to be not too long nor
too short, but exactly right.

If students don’t live up to
such standards, the prospect
of teacher and student judge-
ment comes into play.

“If you take too long to
use the restroom, students
and teachers will think you're
going number two, which is
an absolute no-no. I can’t even
fathom the thought of people
thinking my body functions
normally. It makes me shiver,
actually, and that’s why I can’t
have people thinking I do it at
school,” twelfth-grader Haaf
Togo said. “Some kids also
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spend a lot of their restroom
taking the 212 motto seriously,
if you know what I mean, and I
don’t want anyone thinking I'm
doing that.”

If one’s time in the bath-
room is too short, the stu-
dents explain, teachers may
think a student is blowing off
class outside of the classroom
rather than legitimately using

you take too
ng to use the
restroom, students

and teachers will
think you’re going
number two,

which is an

absolute no-no,’

reduced potty privileges, will
be implemented. “Lately, stu-
dent bathroom usage during
my class period has become
an absolute pet peeve of mine.
Why do kids these days feel
that they’re entitled to rid their
system of waste? It’s kind of
crazy if you ask me. If students
must use the restroom, their
timing must fall within the
guidelines of proper bath-
room etiquette,” King said.

To maximize their per-
ceived personal hygiene,
students also admit to
purposefully rubbing their
shirts and pants with water
upon entering classrooms.
“In terms of bathroom et-
iquette, this step is always
required,” eleventh-grad-
er Geo Lordon said. “How
else will people know I've
washed my hands?”

To ensure all bath-

Haaf Togo room etiquette policies are
! followed, many students
grade 12 choose to bring a check-

the restroom, or even worse,
that they haven’t washed their
hands.

Effectively, the anticipa-
tion of teacher concern, in par-
ticular, has been an important
factor in students’ bathroom
concerns. Tenth-grade teacher
Joe King, for example, expects
students to spend exactly two
and a half minutes in the bath-
room, including walking time,
with no exceptions. If students
do not abide by his rules, se-
vere consequences, such as

list and a stopwatch to

the restroom with them.
“To me, bathroom etiquette is
very important. In every one
of my bathroom visits, [ make
sure to check off all items on
my checklist: a total duration of
three minutes, with the wash-
ing of my hands and the sprin-
kling of extra water on my shirt
and pants to display great hy-
giene,” bathroom etiquette ex-
pert Yuwant Tobeme said.

For weekly bathroom eti-
quette updates, simply contact
any one of Pine View’s four
etiquette experts.

Eleventh-grader Geo Lordon times his bathroom visit to
adhere to proper bathroom etiquette. Lordon, one of the four
on-campus etiquette experts, does this as part of his daily
bathroom routine to avoid social isolation and inescapable
embarrassment. PHOTO BY OLIVIA HANSEN
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[guest editorial]

Slurring our intentions

by James Kim
Grade 12

“Hey, Chink!” I turned
around to face the scruffy el-
ementary schooler that had
just called out to me. More
than offended, I was sur-
prised. My first day at the new
school in Conneticut and kids
already knew my name.

“This isn’t a rice field. Go
back to China!”

He and other kids from
around the lunchroom point-
ed and laughed. I clenched
my fists. | wanted to call back
names that would cut at him
the same way his cut at me.
But a strange intuition told
me that shouting a racial
slur at a kid twice my size
wouldn’t be good for my back,
so I kept my head down and
kept eating my rice.

Even at nine, I knew the
significance of the words he
used. Racial slurs were con-
demned because of their his-
toric usage by Whites to keep
power over people of color.
But when I held my tongue
eight years ago, it wasn’t
thoughts of racial justice that
moved me to take a moral
high ground. Instead, I was
motivated by fear, knowing
that using a racial slur, even
in response to another, would
only bring me more bullying.

Political correctness,
known informally as “PC

Culture,” is the movement to
avoid words that harm dis-
advantaged groups. It domi-
nates our headlines, debates,
and in my own experience,
fifth grade lunch periods. But
it may be a system enforced
by fear, not justice. A poll from
YouGov last year showed that
69% of Americans thought
it was never acceptable for
a white person to use the
“n-word.” However, another
poll from YouGov last year
showed that 80% of Ameri-
cans saw PC culture itself as
an issue. Though PC culture
has changed our actions, we
may be doing so begrudgingly.

We've lost the original
intent of the activists who
moved to engender racial
equality through fighting dis-
crimination decades ago. Our
current schemas of evaluating
slurs are based off negative
reinforcement, simply trained
to avoid public ostracization
instead of trying to reduce
inequality. To its credit, a
stigma alone has managed
to drastically cut down the
usage of words as tools for
racial discrimination. But it’s
not a perfect system, and it
doesn’t tackle the root of the
problem.

Last May, a white fan
was called onstage at a Ken-
drick Lamar concert before
being booed off for saying the

“n-word.” Many condemned
the fan’s actions for saying
such obscenities. In response,
others vindicated her, saying
the lyrics she recited were
written by the artist. Because
of our PC culture, too much
attention was put on the justi-
fiability of the word instead of
the dynamic between the two
parties that night. She wasn’t
asked to leave simply because
of a word she said, but be-
cause she continued saying
the “n-word” despite repeat-
ed requests for her to omit it.
An emphasis on semantics fu-
eled a pointless debate, when
we should have been focusing
on the actual discrimination.
At a school like Pine
View, which so heavily lacks
racial diversity, it's especially
important to constantly re-
evaluate our perspectives to
avoid becoming biased in our
bubble. I'm not advocating
that anyone should use any
words they see fit without
care, but in fact the opposite.
Instead of focusing our atten-
tion on specific prohibited
words, we ought to evaluate
what we say in context of
those active in the discussion.
Only in this way can we look
up from our rice and fight rac-
ism with reason instead of re-
striction.
Also
dude.

I'm not Chinese,

School Security: We are
glad to see the county
instituting measures to
prevent violence in schools
after tragedies like Parkland

Parkland: We are sad to

see that school shootings and
other tragic events have forced
stronger security and fear

nationwide.

Pine View’s 50th: we

are happy to see school-
wide participation in Pine
View’s historic anniversary
throughout the year.

GRAPHIC BY ZOE MERRITT

)

A e M\

Some closure on disclosure: Prioritizing
student safety in the digital age

by Odelia Tiutyama
News Editor

With personalized learning ser-
vices and the rise of online oriented
schooling, it's no wonder that educators
are being drawn to more technically
advanced tools to better students’ edu-
cation. But it is clearer than ever that
this is leading to data gathering
skyrocketing. Parents and
students are often
left wondering
how much in-
formation is at the
fingertips of third
party companies and
even colleges.

Controversy  has
stirred in recent years.
After various hacking scan-
dals. From Facebook leaks
to the Russian meddling in
U.S. elections, fear over external
control of data has come to the
forefront. Parents of high school
students have grown concerned.
Though certain private information is
protected as private under the federal
Family Educational Rights and Privacy
Act (FERPA), there are no specific laws
protecting the metadata of students col-
lected by companies with educational
benefit.

In the US, there is no compre-
hensive federal law regulating the col-
lection and utilization of personal data.
Although hundreds of bills have been
introduced in recent years concerning
technological privacy, the US has a sys-

tem of federal and state regulations that
often overlap and contradict one another.
Additionally, many agencies create their
own guidelines that often do not involve
informing users that their information
is recorded and shared with third party

companies. If recent events in Sili-
con Valley have taught us anything
this past year, it is that we have to
demand the industry act on the
behalf of students. It is imper-
ative that the government in-
tervene and pass laws pro-
tecting students privacy in
technology.

Due to the lack
of laws protecting
users’ privacy in
technology, com-
panies such as
Google, which
have vastly
expanded
their reach

into
Ameri-
ca’s schools,
store personal
data that can easily be
leaked. For instance, in Oc-
tober 2018, a vulnerability within
Google exposed the personal data of ap-
proximately 500,000 users. According to
Google, more than 20 million students
use Chromebooks, Google’s G Suite for
Education has over 70 million users,
and millions of students use Gmail and
Google Docs for educational purposes.
Therefore, the possible accessibility to

students’ private information is concern-
ing.

Another form of data collection
that is of growing concern to students
and parents regards the saving of drafts.
Many companies fail to report that when
a user drafts a post and then decides to
cancel the post, the social network still
keeps a copy — saving memory of some-
thing the person chose not to share. And
this type of technology is also used with
regular text and typing. Through the use
of programs, such as LiveAgent, all key-
strokes before “send” is hit are seen and
sometimes recorded without the user
knowing. The lack of transparency with
companies saving unsent messages has
sparked justifiable outrage, especially
when users discovered that this content
has been exposed to huge third party
apps. The lack of protections that the
government is provid-
ing for minors is espe-
cially irresponsible and
the minimal oversight
of these technological
giants leaves us all vul-
nerable.

The problem isn’t
a lack of knowledge of
the problem, but instead
a lack of motivation to
bring about change.
Governor Jerry Brown
of California enacted the
Student Online Personal
Information Protection
Act (SOPIPA) in 2014,
which prohibits opera-

BSSRN Crrent laws don't adequately protect

Source: NBC News

tors of online educational services from
selling student data.

In California, months after SOPIPA
was signed into law, President Obama
pushed to federalize a similar approach
through his announcement of the Stu-
dent Digital Privacy Act. The bill gained
immense support from both the House
of Representatives and the Senate, but it
still continues to deteriorate in Congress
largely due to the industries attempts to
get rid of it. Reintroduced in the Senate
on May 23, 2018, the “Do Not Track Kids”
bill gained strong bipartisan support;
however; the political momentum behind
the bill has also fallen in recent months.
With the technology sector pushing
against these bills, it is important that the
public continues to demand change as
we realize our private information may
not be so private.

SO ——
TODAY'S TOP STORIES

According to the Pew Research
Center, 68% of Americans believe

their privacy.

90% of small businesses don’t use any
data protection at all for company and
customer information.
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The secret loopholes
corrupting our politics

by Grace Johnson
Match Layout Artist

For as long as politicians
have been passing laws, there
have been politicians exploiting
loopholes in a vie for power.

In recent years, one spe-
cific loophole has been dom-
inating nationwide politics,
especially in divided states like
Florida. Super preemption laws
are specific parts of a state law
established to prohibit counties
from enacting legislation that is
not part of statewide law. This
enables one party to gain an ad-
vantage, overriding the autono-
my of local governments, home
rules and purposefully placed
checks and balances.

Super preemption laws
give state governments an in-
ordinate amount of power
over their counties, allowing
state governments to punish
counties by withholding neces-
sary funding or filing lawsuits
against individual government
officials.

Across the country, these
laws have affected daily life,
ranging from transgender
rights to gun control. The pre-
emption laws all have one thing
in common: they are only en-
acted to stifle left-leaning legis-
lation. The only places that have
established super preemption
laws are conservative-led states
in an effort to suppress the laws
of more liberal leaning counties
under their leadership.

These laws have real im-
pacts visible around the state.
Counties prioritize and strug-
gle with different issues and
should be given the sovereignty
to give their residents the extra
protections and laws they need.

One issue that is hotly
contested within Florida’s su-
per preemption laws is gun
control. Post-Parkland, many
counties tried to implement
stricter gun laws. However,
they quickly found they were
powerless. This was the result

of a super preemption law,
passed in 2011, giving the state
government the power to fine
mayors up to $5000 or remove
them from office if they try to
enforce tougher gun regula-
tions. On a county level, towns
can face up to $100,000 in legal
damages if their gun regula-
tions are not in line with that of
the state.

Another example was in
2018, when the city and the of-
ficials of Tallahassee were sued
for enforcing a local law prohib-
iting the use of firearms in pub-
lic parks. Former Mayor of Tal-
lahassee, Andrew Gillum, was
forced into a legal battle along
with many other local officials.
The state used super preemp-
tion laws in an effort to deter
the county from implementing
these stricter gun control laws.
This effort to suppress the

home rule of Tallahassee was
thwarted through the use of
pro bono lawyers who offered
to help the county, as the finan-
cial burden would have pushed
local lawmakers into submis-
sion.

The most dangerous as-
pect of super preemption laws
is how often they are over-
looked. It is simply outrageous
that these types of rules are
so often enacted in an effort
to suppress liberal legislation.
Despite its clear violation of
home rule and the autonomy
local governments should have,
these laws continues to infect
local politics with a certain air
of corrupt injustice. Allowing
these types of laws to pass is a
clear exploitation of the checks
and balances so carefully con-
structed within our govern-
ment.

Super preemption laws give state
government power over its counties.

Like the U.S. Supremacy
Clause, they give state law

priority over local law.

These laws allow state

governments to withhold
necessary funding or file
lawsuits against government

officials.

Super preemption laws
are often used to suppress
legislature at a local level

in favor of state
government.

[staff editorial]

Torch settles the
subject discourse

Division in the mod-
ern era is commonplace. Our
campus culture acts as a mi-
crocosm, reflecting the world
around us through its student
body. Although Pine View does
not qualify as a STEM specialty
school, it doesn’t take a gifted
kid to realize that humanities
are somewhat undervalued on
campus to the detriment of the
student body, much like at other
schools throughout the nation.

The humanities versus
STEM discourse is not an af-
fair to be taken lightly. This de-
bate presents a serious issue
in America’s classrooms,
where a traditionally
well-rounded curriculum
is fading in the face of a
more workforce oriented
academic track.

One notable exam-
ple of this in the higher
education arena is with
the University of Wiscon-
sin (UW) Stevens Point’s
recent eradication of six
liberal arts majors: two- and
three-dimensional art, geogra-
phy, geology, French, German
and history. The reason? Bud-
get cuts. In an Atlantic article
titled “The Liberal Arts May
Not Survive the 21st Century,’
writer Adam Harris cites that in
the face of reduced enrollment
rates for the aforementioned

majors, administrators sought
to offer programs that would
dole out more career-ready col-
lege graduates.

UW-Stevens Point pub-
lished an executive summary
on the issue stating that the
institution “will reimagine tra-
ditional liberal arts majors for
students seeking applied learn-
ing to improve their career po-
tential.”

This posits problems for
the social development of young
adults who may — in theory
— emerge well-equipped for
the workforce, leaving colleges

What a liberal arts
education guarantees is
empathy building and

deeper level comprehension

and analysis skills.

with STEM degrees. What a lib-
eral arts education guarantees
is empathy building and deeper
level comprehension and anal-
ysis skills. History is important
to study so that our mistakes
aren’t repeated; courses like
philosophy build higher level
thinking skills. These skills are
critical in the modern work-

GRAPHIC BY SARAH CATALANO

force. In an article published by
the University of Northern Col-
orado titled “Importance of Hu-
manities: Why should you get a
degree in the Humanities and
Social Sciences,” it states that
3/4 of employers want employ-
ees with the aforementioned
capabilities.
In the 2016 Forbes article
“A Liberal Arts Degree is More
Important Than Ever” writer
Willard Dix supported the pri-
or point, stating the following:
“A liberal arts education can
be very frustrating. It forces
students to see multiple view-
points and continually
challenge their own. It
removes the comfort of
assuming there are ‘right’
answers to big questions.”
At Pine View the
division between STEM
and liberal arts is all too
real. Besides the discrep-
ancy between course
availability, the schism
extends into the student
body. Humanities students of-
ten express feeling cast aside
by Pine View’s pervasive em-
phasis on STEM education.
Twelfth-grader Izabella Smith,
an AP Art History and AP Studio
Art: 2-D Design student, shared
this feeling. “My entire time
being at Pine View I've always
felt like Humanities courses

[a column]

opinion’] 5

Weighing intersectionality
within environmentalism

Environmentalists have
spent years warning mankind
of the dangers of ignoring the
natural world in favor of self-
ishly using resources. However,
what is often ignored during
environmental discourse is the
impact of longstanding system-
atic racism and classism. Envi-
ronmentalism, like any other
movement, needs to be inter-
sectional in order to adequately
address the way that our cul-
ture exploits both the environ-
ment and the lives of the disen-
franchised.

We see specific impacts of
environmental damage on mi-
nority communities. Whether it
be the Flint water crisis or the
federal response to hurricanes
Katrina and Maria, it's clear
that our government’s apathy
towards these minority popu-
lations hurts them most. Global

Brianna Nelson,
Opinion Editor

be the risk of losing their job
for missing work or simply not
being able to afford a plane tick-
et, poor people were left in the
city. This exemplifies how even
though these communities con-
tribute very little to ecological
damage, they are forced to deal

warming is with the consequences.

strength- T h e
ening environ-
storms When the environmental mental
and mak- movement recognizes the movement
ing disas- M effects of racism and classism i commands
ters more within our treatment of immediate
dangerous . attention.
than ever; environmental concerns, true New  pro-
now is not change can be achieved gressive
the time leaders are
for apathy. pushing for

However, this lack of care is
only one aspect of the connec-
tion between racism and clas-
sism with the environment.
With these catastrophic
disasters only exacerbated by
global warming, people of col-
or seem to be taking the brunt
of the damage. For example, in
2018, we saw the Camp Wild-
fire decimate northern Califor-
nia, but the damage transcend-
ed the blaze. Smog and other
highly polluted air covered
many high density areas such
as San Francisco. Those who
had the means left the city due
to the dangerous air, but this
wasn’t an option for low income
people in the area. Whether it

Which do you
think Pine View
prioritizes more:

Humanities or
Stem?

14%
Humanities

policies that put the environ-
ment first, and this is important.
When the environmental move-
ment recognizes the effects of
racism and classism within our
treatment of environmental
concerns, true change can be
achieved.

New jobs in renewable en-
ergy can invigorate communi-
ties that were previously racked
with poverty. Improving infra-
structure in all regards can help
revitalize cities that have fallen
by the wayside in recent de-
cades. All of this can be achieved
by recognizing the effects sys-
tematic oppression has had on
cities — and only then can envi-
ronmental justice be achieved.

L

32%
Equally
prioritized

Based on a survey of 223 Pine View
studentsin grades 7-12

Do you ever feel
pressured to take

STEM courses
over humanities?

51%

Yes

49%
No

GRAPHIC BY BRIANNA NELSON

like art and [curriculum] that
isn't STEM, those courses have
been looked down upon and
that Pine View is fundamental-
ly made to be aimed more for
STEM courses. When you look
at the art department versus
those fancy new science labs,
[the former] isn’t funded nearly
as much..” Smith said “When 1
see how Pine View is advertised
[ think it should be changed to
‘Pine View School for those Gift-
ed in STEM.” Clearly, as per the
poll regarding course pressure,
not everyone feels this way,
and it is important to note that
much of the aforementioned
funding was provided by out-
side donors.

Based on a survey of 224 Pine View
students in grades 7-12

The pertinence of liberal
arts can best be summed up by
the late Robin Williams in his
role of John Keating in “Dead
Poets Society” Williams said,
“Medicine, law, business, en-
gineering — these are noble
pursuits and necessary to sus-
tain life. But poetry, beauty, ro-
mance, love — these are what
we stay alive for” While biolo-
gy and chemistry may teach us
about our bodies and the sys-
tems we interact with, art and
history shape our beliefs, and
fundamentally, our personali-
ties. Without humanities, our
world may be survivable, but
would such an existence be
worthwhile?
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Pine View alumnus spearheads neural research
through second ‘Human Connectome Project’

by Nathalie Bencie
SPARK Liason

Recent technological and analytical
advances in brain imaging have en-
abled a new type of research for brain
organization and connectivity in de-
tail; something Class of 2013 alumnus
Michael Mayer is taking advantage
of. Since 2017, Mayer has worked as
a research assistant for the research
study The Human Connectome Project
(HCP). Mayer has taken his interest in
neuroscience to a whole new level in
order to build a deeper understand-
ing of the development of the human
brain.

The HCP, initiated in 2009 by the
National Institute of Health (NIH), is
a five year project dedicated to the
construction of a “network map” (con-
nectome) that demonstrates the ana-
tomical and functional connectivity in
a human brain. The research will facil-
itate data to study brain disorders like
Alzheimer’s disease and schizo-
phrenia.

“The large goal
of the study is
to better un-
derstand how
the  human
brain chang-
es across the
lifespan,” Mayer
said. “This is actu-
ally the second Hu- GPA/J/\//
man Connectome Cay
Project... the first project,
that most people are more famil-
iar with, tested [young adults] ages 30
to 45 and was really successful.”

The current HCP that Mayer re-
searches does not specifically focus
on a single age group, but rather the
entire population of the U.S. ages 5 to
100 years old.

The HCP’s research is done through
a consortium of colleges each spon-

Alumna writes for student-run

8,

sored by the NIH: Washington Uni-
versity in St. Louis, the University of
Minnesota, Harvard University and
the University of California Los An-
geles. Mayer currently works at the
Harvard Undergraduate Campus
within the Department of Psycholo-
gy, studying the development of the
brain of youth ages 8 to 21 through
magnetic resource imaging (MRI) and
brain scans. He is also responsible for
collecting samples, recruiting partic-
ipants for the study and conducting
questionnaires.

“What we do is collect these really
high power brain scans and we look
at the anatomy of the brain; we look
at the connections of the brain and
we look at functions of the brain to
start to build a deeper understanding
of how the brain works and how the
brain changes as you grow up,” Mayer
said.

Mayer’s participation in the HCP
began after his graduation
from Dartmouth College
in 2017 with a Bach-
elor's degree in
neuroscience. Fol-
lowing his grad-
uation, Mayer
applied for an
opening with
the HPC as a
research  assis-
tant and was grant-
ed the position.
Mayer’s interest in
neuroscience was never
apparent to him until his
sophomore year at
Dartmouth. He initially entered as
a film major, but eventually switched
to studying neuroscience after taking
a microbiology course that covered
neurobiology.

“When I started taking a neurosci-

ence class, | became really interested

Class of 2013 alumnus Michael Mayer holds a brain while working on the HCP
project with Harvard Univeristy and the National institute of Health. Mayer has
been fascinated by neuroscience since he took a microbiology course his sophmore
year of college. PHOTO PROVIDED BY MICHAEL MAYER

in consciousness and how the brain
could develop a sense of self and ba-
sically how the brain creates feelings,
how the brain creates conscious ex-
perience,” Mayer said. “Really I'm
just fascinated and in awe of how in-
credibly complicated the brain is and
how poorly understood the brain is.
We know so much about it, but at the
same time, we know so little.”

Mayer’s Pine View career also influ-
enced his current work with the HCP.
“I took Mr. Bergman’s AP Psychology
class and I really enjoyed it. That class
definitely opened my eyes, that [ was

interested in psychology and social
sciences,” Mayer said.

“I feel like Pine View was a really
positive environment to grow up in
that has given me stability across the
years, which quite possibly helped me
get to this point in my life,” Mayer said.

Mayer plans to pursue a Doctorate
of Medicine and is currently in the
admission’s process to enter medi-
cal school. Before he attends medical
school, he plans to work with a non-
profit that promotes community advo-
cacy and organization for “people of a
lot of different identities.”

[a column]
Pine View: ever-chang-

Class of 2016 alumna Jordan Glover displays a spread from
FSU’s student-run magazine, Clutch Magazine. Glover has been
a member of Clutch since the fall of 2017 after learning about
the magazine through her sorority.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY JORDAN GLOVER

by Frankie Grasso-Clay
Asst. Humor Editor

From being an editor of the
Pine View Torch newspaper
to writing for Clutch Maga-
zine at Florida State Univer-
sity (FSU), Pine View Class of
2016 alumna Jordan Glover is
no stranger to journalism. Her
decision to continue writing
in college blossomed from her
love of surrounding herself
with creative people, starting
when she joined the Torch
staff in high school.

According to Glover, she
wanted to pursue journalism
ever since she first read the
Pine View Match newspaper
in elementary school. “I al-
ways admired the tight-knit,
family dynamic of the Torch,
which also drew me in,” Glov-
er said.

She further continued her

interest in reporting by apply-
ing for Clutch Magazine in the
fall of 2017. Initially discov-
ering the publication through
girls in her sorority and talk
around campus, she has been
writing as a staff member for
over a year now. The maga-
zine is a product of College
Merchandising  Association
(CMA), which is FSU’s fashion
club, allowing Glover to ex-
plore a wide variety of topics.

Before coming upon Clutch
Magazine, she worked for
another paper on campus.
However, she said she didn’t
click with the publication as
a whole and began looking for
well-known magazines at FSU
to join.

During her time with
Clutch Magazine, she has
gained experience as a writ-
er and as an assistant to the

magazine at Florida State

Lifestyle Section Director, and
currently holds the title of
assistant to the Content and
Copy Editor.

“[My favorite memory was]
when [ helped to direct one of
the photoshoots. We shot it at
a really gross motel, but with
an amazing photographer and
with the right angles and ed-
iting, we made it look stun-
ning,” Glover said.

Further pursuing her in-
terest in journalism, Glover
interned with SRQ Media in
downtown Burns Court over
the summer of 2018. While
she discovered the internship
three weeks after the appli-
cation deadline, the team ac-
cepted her into the program.

Glover held the position of
Editorial and Marketing As-
sociate, allowing her to get a
taste of the advertising side of
the media firm. She was also
able to interact with real cli-
ents and businesses, along
with experiencing the profes-
sionalism of working in a true
office environment. Her work
included reporting and writ-
ing articles for both the print
issue and the weekly online
columns.

“As a writer, I always tell
people to always keep writing
and fueling your creative pas-
sion in whatever capacity. It is
important to surround your-
self with like-minded people
in college because they make
you even better in your craft,”
Glover said.

Glover plans to continue
working for the Clutch Maga-
zine throughout college while
double majoring in Advertis-
ing and Editing, Writing and
Media with a minor in Sociol-
ogy at FSU. She hopes to work
at an advertising agency as a
creative copywriter, strategist
and social media analyst.

ing, but alwa

2019 means a lot of dif-
ferent things. It's the year of
the pig on the Chinese calen-
dar, it’s my class’ graduation
year, | turn 18 later in June
and Pine View just finished
celebrating its 50th earlier in
January. Now in the second
semester of my senior year,
I find myself reminiscing of-
ten, usually about how things
change but also on how they
remain the same.

Putting together the retro
edition of the Luminary over
the course of first semester, |
found a poem from a former
alumna in some old archives.
It was an open letter to this
school, and all of its quirks.
Not much is different from
1969 honestly. The weather
has gotten warmer, the cli-

ys familiar

Melissa Santoyo,
Editor-in-Chief

individuals that surround us.
From teachers with infinite
patience for prodding ques-
tions and after-school tutor-
ing sessions, to the friends
that will be there when aca-
demic breaks are needed, this
school’s true shining grace is

mate its popu-
more lace.

humid, ... what challenges I

t h e wouldn’t
grounds studgnts to pursue b b
more our interests ear- person
crowd- . : : [ am to-
ed. the ngstlyls the indi- day had
por - viduals that sur- I ended
tables round us. up at
more Saraso-
prolific. ta High

We still call our prom “Co-
balt,” still complain about lit-
tle kids who don’t know how
to navigate their rolling back-
packs properly.

What truly makes Pine
View bearable in terms of
the general high school ex-
perience is not our ranking
nor our name, it's the peo-
ple. This too has not changed
since the school’s inaugura-
tion. We have always been a
place that promotes intellec-
tual curiosity, and what chal-
lenges students to pursue
our interests earnestly is the

or Riverview, that’s for sure.
While Pine View may seem
unchanging, it catalyzes very
real change within every stu-
dent that passes through its
gates. So close to graduation,
I truly realize that my time
here is done — I have nothing
more to grow from. But for
the younger generations that
continue to enroll and drag
themselves across Portable
Land in the burning Florida
sun, the possibilities are end-
less. So here’s to 2019 and all
that changes (and does not
change).



