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Role Models and New Leaders
      

by Lindsay Luberecki

Change is good. You’ll hear this sometime through 
your life when you are upset about something. And for 
National Junior Honor Society, members would agree 
that this club’s change was most definely good.

To preface, NJHS is an organization dedicated to 
community service through students, bringing them to-
gether to help others. Members must get volunteer hours 
and maintain a 3.5 GPA to stay a part of this organization.

NJHS has been at Pine View for quite a while, but 
this year, it underwent a major shift and was handed over 
to a new leader, Pamela Novak.

Novak, an eighth grade English teacher, was given 
the opportunity this year 
to run this organization 
she is peresonally linked 
to.

“I chose NJHS be-
cause my daughter [So-
phia Lopez] is in eighth 
grade and she’s in NJHS, 
so I thought I would have 
somewhat of a personal 
connection this year,” No-
vak said.

Taking on something 
new and running this or-
ganization has been hard 
but rewarding for Novak. 

“I really like it, but it’s 
been quite a lot of work to 
figure out everything it 
entails,” she said. 

Novak has had to 
start many things over 
but has many plans for 
NJHS at Pine View.

But how exactly did 
Novak change this orga-
nization? She is work-
ing hard to make it more 
structured, and to strive 
toward carefully keeping 
track of the hours. She 
is making an accessible 
website, which she will 
always keep up-to-date. 
She also wants to bring 
members of NJHS togeth-
er more. 

Novak wants to get 
all the members of the or-

ganization together to do group projects and to con-
nect people more. 

“I want to have, especially, students who are hav-
ing a hard time finding volunteer opportunities be 
able to do something on campus,” Novak said.

Novak also wants new members to aspire to be 
something bigger, like two high-achieving members 
did last year.

Eighth-graders Jade Firlie and Kathryn Hamill 
earned over 100 volunteer hours each last year and 
were recognized with NJHS medals at a November 
meeting, Firlie with 151 and Hamill with140.

How did they do it? 
The answer is with a lot of 
perseverance and time.

Firlie volunteered at 
Teen Court of Sarasota, 
Oscar Scherer State Park, 
All Faiths Food Bank, and 
The Salvation Army and 
has a passion for helping 
people in need.

“Not everyone is as 
fortunate…so you’ve got 
to do your best to give out 
to the people who aren’t 
as fortunate,” Firlie said.

Hamill also feels 
strongly about giving 
back. She earned her 
hours at a choir for young-
er children, at a theater, 
and in a food drive.
Hamill feels that NJHS is 
a great way for people 
to get along while doing 
something selfless.

“It lets you see what’s 
out there,” Hamill said.

She also believes that 
volunteering is a great 
way to explore different 
job opportunities.

“Ms. Novak makes 
the club much better. It’s 
good to have teachers like 
that,”  Firlie said.

With role models 
and a new leader, NJHS is 
looking forward to  a good 
year. 
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Environmental Occurences

By Courtney Nelson
You throw a plastic bottle into 

the trash and you keep walking to 
your next class. It’s no big deal, un-
less everyone starts to think that 
way; but at this point we have. 

Initiatives on saving our plan-
et have occurred all over the world, 
and it’s important that we first start 
locally to expand and influence our 

outlook on the environment.
The Global Green Group, (G3), 

has been working to once more im-
plement a functional recycling pro-
gram at our school. The club sponsor, 
David Yotsuda, is a proponent for en-
vironmental activism and a Life and 
Earth Science teacher at Pine View. 

Yotsuda has made strides in 
reversing our carbon footprint in a 

way that appeals to students of all 
ages. He has encouraged and prac-
ticed recycling around the campus. 

New goals have been set in place, 
such as recycling and new water 
fountains. These being the primary 
goals of G3, being able to promote a 
sustainable campus and implement 
positive habits in younger students 
while providing for a solution to cli-
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mate issues, are positive steps in the right 
direction.  

One of the main changes occurring is 
a promotion and installment of recycling 
once more. Recycling as an important 
part of re-using materials that would oth-
erwise be thrown away. 

Being able to recycle is important, 
but people must first know which items 
are appropriate for the recycling bin. 
Certain items that are contaminated or 
that are heavy use may not be able to be 
recycled.

“Certain items that we thought 
could be recycled, can’t be recycled. Un-
fortunately, paper with too many staples 
or too much glue cannot be recycled, piz-
za boxes are most certainly not able to be 
recycled because of all the grease which 
contaminates the cardboard. Paper tow-
els, and facial tissues can’t be either,” 
Yotsuda said. 

Beyond that, making students moti-
vated by creating more accesible places 
to recycle is critical.

Another goal that Yotsuda has is to 
put in multiple new water bottle filling 
stations in some of the buildings. To start 
off, Yotsuda would like to put the stations 
in the office and Building 16, in addition 
to the one previously installed into the 
cafeteria.

According to TreeTribe, “50 billion 
water bottles are sold yearly in the US 
and yet only 23% are getting recycled. 
This means that nearly 38 billion of those 
water bottles were trashed, leading to 
increased pollution and landfill waste.” 

So, being able to give a helping hand 

to the 38 billion bottles that are thrown 
away, is a step in the right direction and 
an opening to help promote other envi-
ronmental and clean policies and items 
on campus. Being a part of a group that 
recycles benefits everyone and the plan-
et similar to a symbiotic relationship; 
therefore, we still need to help, we as 
students need to take action. 

“Our custodial team works hard ev-
ery day, but they most certainly will not 
be able spend more time sorting and re-
cycling; that’s why helping our environ-
ment is a team effort,” Yotsuda said.

In addition, saving on plastic can 
help so that we could spend the mon-
ey on other more important necessities 
such as, repairs, learning materials, and 
making the learning environment as 
good as possible. If you think about it, 
the cost of the waste that comes solely 
from water bottles is incredibly large, 
yet easily avoidable. 

A Stanford study stated “This has 
an economic impact by producing more 
than $1 billion in wasted plastic each 
year. This could all be avoided by simply 
using a reusable water bottle to reduce 
waste.”

Cultivating an environment where 
we can help grow a community and share 
a mutual connection with everyone is 
important. An issue like the state of our 
environment is something that matters 
to all of us because it’s happening. Earth 
is happening right now; if we want it to 
be there in the future, we need to take 
care of our planet. 

PHOTO BY BEN GORDON



By Jiayi Zhu
Plastic babies. The newest epidemic going on now 

at Pine View. It all started with sixth grader Moxie 
Bonifield. Browsing on Amazon for Halloween 
makeup, she came across the figurines. 

“I’ve always gone for the joke… and I saw 
the babies and I thought that was really funny,” 
Bonifield explained.

Sixth grade science teacher Dylan Bell was 
the first recipient of 
these small babies. 

Soon after, news spread of 
the ‘baby trend’.

 It took about 
two weeks for al-
most the entire 
sixth grade to have 
their own plas-
tic baby to take 
care of. Even sixth 

g r a d e 
l a n -
g u a g e 
a r t s 
teach-
er Lin-

da Lyons has a collection 
of her own from her sixth 

graders. Bonifield is now 
well-known as the girl 
who passes out babies.

“I think it’s really 
cool, people come up to 
me and ask ‘Hey, can I 
have a baby?’” she said.

The baby boom has 
received massive 
popularity, especially from sixth -rader Dan-
iella Kodra. She was one of the first people 
to find out about Bonifield’s great idea, with 
much excitement.

“I loved it because they were very popular 
[among the grade],” Kodra said.

So, how is it possible that almost everyone in the 
grade has a baby? The distribution process can be de-
scribed as quick, yet effective.

“We threw twenty down the 
aisles and then 

people caught and kept them,” Kodra explained.
The baby craze has grown rapid-

ly and now seventh grade has entered 
this phenomenon. Seventh grader 
Noah Marks heard about it and decid-
ed that the seventh grade shouldn’t be left out. Seeing 
a myriad of sixth graders with their prized possession 
in the form of a small plastic baby, he came to 
the conclusion that he must one-

up the 
l o w e r 
g r a d e 
by buy-
ing 300 
plastic 
b a b i e s 
from online.

“I wasn’t in-
spired, I was chal-
lenged,” Marks said. 

Unlike Boni-
field, Marks mainly 
gives the babies to 
his friends — unless 
it’s paid for. He offers one 
baby for 25 
cents each 
— a pret-
ty decent 
deal. 

“ D o 
you like chil-
dren? Would you 
like to adopt a 
child? Take my babies,” 
Marks says when giving 
a baby.

Although not having a solid plan on what to 
do in the future with them, Marks does plan to or-
der more. Afterall, the entirety of middle school 
knows at this point — even the teachers.

“All of my [teachers] know, I offered babies to 
them [upon being politely rejected],” Marks said.

All in all, the baby craze is in action and 
doesn’t seem like it’s stopping anytime soon. Make 
sure to say “hi” to these baby vendors, Bonifield 
and Marks — and even ask for a baby — that is, if 
you don’t have one already.

It’s Raining Babies:
The Craze for Plastic Infants
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It’s Raining Babies:
The Craze for Plastic Infants

Fun and Fuel in 
The Sun
By Ryan Purdy

 Many years ago Neal Gleitz, middle school 
science teacher, received a grant, and thanks 
to the SunSmart E-Shelter Program, the school 
board office worked to get solar panels in-
stalled here at Pine View School.

The SunSmart E-Shelter Program is a $12 
million program founded by the University of 
Central Florida, the US Department of Energy, 
and utility companies. The program has de-
ployed solar panels in as many as 100 emer-
gency shelter schools around the state. The 
program started in 2012 and have introduced 
as many as 250 teachers and 50,000 students 
to renewable energy.

Solar panel installation can cost anywhere 
from $74,000 to $90,000. Not only do students 
and teachers get to participate in the construc-
tion of the panels, but it can merge into the 
curriculum of the school. These solar systems 
lower energy costs during normal days, and 
provide critical energy during emergencies.

One example of this was in 2017 during 

Hurricane Irma 
where  schools 
were used as 
shelters, one 
of the schools’ g a s 
for the backup genera-
tor ran out. Thanks to the solar pan-
els, energy continued to run.

Gleitz’s goal was to make solar energy 
“visible, normal, and practical.” He wanted 
students to think of the solar panels not just 
as an idea for environmental activists, but a 
“practical way to generate energy.” He even has 
students do the math for the expenses of these 
systems and as it turns out, they have become 
less expensive than the use of fossil fuels over 
time. As of now, the panels are still function-
ing. 

“All the energy produced by the array goes 
immediately onto the campus electrical grid 
and is consumed instantaneously,” Gleitz said. 

GRAPHIC BY LEO GORDON
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Disney’s New Renaissance

By Leo Lenerz
For decades, Disney has produced amazing, 

original adaptations in animated form of classic sto-
ries. They have been very influential and boosted a 
whole new generation of creativity. The animated 
films, such as “Beauty and the Beast” or “The Little 
Mermaid”, are timeless classics beloved by families 
everywhere. However, things have started to change 
for the worse. Disney has been continuously produc-
ing live action remakes of their classic animated mov-
ies over the past decade. 

The remakes have even been making more 
money than the originals worldwide. For example, 
the live action “Beauty and the Beast” (2017) made 
$1.263 billion, while the original “Beauty and the 
Beast” (1991), adjusted for inflation, still only made 
$779 million.

For the most part, however, the original movies 
are still massively ahead of the remakes in terms of 
critic’s ratings, with the only exception being “The 
Jungle Book” (2016), which has a 95% on Rotten To-
matoes, while the original “The Jungle Book” (1967) 
has an 87%. Additionally, the audience ratings tend to 
lean more towards the originals as well.

Though the remakes have been produced be-
fore, the first being “101 Dalmatians” (1996), recently 
Disney has been churning out remake after remake. 
Most people would be happy if Disney changed up 
aspects of the original movies, but the remakes have 
no new substance, and are just poorly rehashed ver-
sions of the same story. Some of the movies aren’t 
even live action. “The Lion King” (2019) for exam-
ple, is completely CGI (computer generated image), 
which is just another form of animation, and there 
was nothing new in it. Though this is true for many, it 
is not always the case. 

For example, “Maleficent” (2014) was a com-
pletely different retelling of the classic animated 
film “Sleeping Beauty” (1959). “Maleficent” 
(2014) was from the point of view of this 
film’s titular character and the original 
film’s main antagonist, Maleficent. This 
was one of the few cases where Dis-
ney actually tried to make something 
new and interesting for fans, and it 
came close to the audience score of 
the original film. This is not true of 
most of the other remakes though. 
Disney, instead of making original 
animated films, has resorted to 

rehashing the same tired plot lines. 
For example, Scar’s song “Be Prepared” is in 

both versions of the movie, though they are pre-
sented very differently. In the original, Scar’s voice 
is booming and the audience can see how truly evil 
and insane he is, prepared to do anything to become 
king. Though he sings it to the hyenas, it is Scar’s 
song, so it is mainly about him and his evil plan. In 
the remake, however, it is presented as more of a 
speech to motivate the hyenas for battle, and Scar 
is portrayed as more of a dictator leading a nation 
in the song rather than a truly psychotic, vengeful 
brother. 

The film also doesn’t show as much emotion 
and is not as entertaining. With traditional anima-
tion, much more feeling and emotion can be por-
trayed than in live action movies or with CGI. In “The 
Jungle Book” (2016), the snake, Kaa, looks relatively 
normal, with no defining features whatsoever. How-
ever, in “The Jungle Book” (1967), Kaa has glowing, 
multicolored eyes, and a smooth voice, as he tries to 
hypnotize the main character of the movie, Mogli. 
The design is so much  more appealing in the origi-
nal.  All in all, Disney seems to be running out 
of original stories to tell and has resorted to retell-
ing stories they already told in earlier films. Some 
people may disagree, saying that the remakes are 
more realistic or introduce younger children to the 
classic stories, but it seems that the bad outweighs 
the good and the Disney live-ac-
tion remakes are nothing more 
than a money-making scam.



What does 2020 have in store 
for entertainment?

By Sam Wright
By  the  time you’re reading this, it’s 2020. 

Some, but not many things have happened yet. 
And since this is the Spark’s entertainment sec-
tion, what is going to happen in 2020’s entertain-
ment space?

There are some very anticipated console 
releases for 2020. The PlayStation 5 is planned 
for a release in the holidays alongside the Xbox’s 
Project Scarlett which will be launching with the 
exclusive launch title, “Halo Infinite.” Atari is re-
entering the console space with a new console 
called the Atari VCS, a powerful, crowdfunded 
console with both retro Atari games and more 
modern games alike, although no newer games 
have been confirmed for it.  But more interest-
ingly, there is a more obscure, family-friendly 
console planned to launch in October called the 
Intellivision Amico.

According to the Amico’s FAQ page, it will 
be priced around $200, and will come with “two 
unique controllers.” A smartphone can act as 
such with a free app (making it worthless to buy 
more controllers for most people) for up to a to-
tal of 8 players at once. The games are promised 
to be under $10, rated for up to a maximum age 
of 10+, and free of any other transactions other 
than the games themselves (such as DLC and mi-
crotransactions, big money-makers for 3rd par-
ty developers). Will this have any success? Only 

time will tell.
Now onto the games. Starting off, Minecraft 

has been busy with some side projects. One of 
them is a Pokémon Go-style game called “Mine-
craft Earth” which is currently in early access. 
The other is a dungeon crawler called “Minecraft: 
Dungeons” releasing in Spring 2020. 

Speaking of Spring, “Animal Crossing:New 
Horizons” will be coming out, as well, March 20. 
Animal Crossing games are about you, the game’s 
only human, growing a town full of animals as its 
mayor and growing your home with the help of 
the loan shark.  However, you’re going to be doing 
it on an island now. The loan shark is still there, 
taking advantage of the island anarcho-capitalist 
style.

A new installment in the Watch Dogs fran-
chise called “Watch Dogs: Legion” is also coming 
out in Spring. The Watch Dogs games have al-
ways been about hacking the world around you, 
particularly with large corporations. Now, you’re 
hacking the British government after a Brexit-
went-bad scenario that turned the government 
into a fascist regime based around technology. 
You will also be able to recruit and play as, liter-
ally, anyone in the game for the first time ever. It 
is set to release March 6, 2020.

More video game releases include “Cyber-
punk 2077,” a  futuristic game surrounding a 
criminal mercenary named V and his quest to 
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find an implant that gives immortality (which 
probably deserves more credit than I’m giving 
it). It will be releasing  April 16 however, one of 
its PC distribution platforms, Steam, says it will 
give its users access April 15. Another release 
is “Doom: Eternal”, a game about killing every 
demon getting in your way, will be releasing on 
March 20th. Last but not least, Ori and the Will of 
the Wisps, the sequel to Ori and the Blind Forest, 
a game which has kept the its plot and concept 
under tight wraps with somewhat of an excep-
tion to the character (an orphan), will be releas-
ing February 11.

Next let’s talk about movies. “The Sonic the 
Hedgehog Movie” has finally had a CGI redesign 
and has also rebranded its trailers. The story will 
be about Sonic the Hedgehog (who is an alien), 
working with a small-town sheriff to prevent Dr. 
Robotnik (whom you may also know as Dr. Egg-
man in the video games) from gaining the se-
cret to his immense speed, which Sonic claims 
will allow the doctor to take over the world. Its 
planned release is February 14. The “Black Wid-
ow”, a darker Marvel movie, will be delivering 
the popular MCU character’s backstory, is cur-
rently set to release May 1. Another addition to 
the MCU are the Eternals, an offshoot of human-

ity’s evolution created by the aliens known as 
the Celestials to defend earth from their evil 
counterpart, the Deviants. Their movie, “The 
Eternals,” is set to release on November 6.  Do 
you like horror films? Well you’re in luck, be-
cause the fifth installment in The Purge fran-
chise will release July 10th, and the sequel to 
“Escape Room” will premiere April 17.

A new Scooby-Doo movie, “Scoob!” is set 
to release on May 15. The movie will be about 
the iconic crime-solving gang’s origins, as well 
as them teaming up to stop a “dog-pocalypse” 
(Ruh-roh! I smell a bad plot!). A new Ghost-
busters movie, titled “Ghostbusters Afterlife,” 
is set to release in Summer 2020, specifically 
July 10, according to CNN. It will be a sequel 
to the two original Ghostbusters films, and not 
the more recent 2016 Ghostbusters reboot. Fi-
nally, A new James Bond movie, “No Time to 
Die,” will be released April 8 in the U.S.. The 
story will be about Bond trying to rescue a kid-
napped scientist, and will feature Daniel Craig 
in his fifth and final performance as James 
Bond.

So, that was 2020 in entertainment, or at 
least what I could find. So far, 2020 seems to 
be a great year for entertainment space.

GRAPHIC BY BRIANNA NELSON
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By Shelby Brann
Dance /dans/; (verb) to move 

rhythmically to music or a beat. To Kel-
len Zander, dance is more than a sport, 
or a set of steps. As Zander says, “It’s 
art.”

Zander does this art at Sarasota 
Ballet, a prominent facility for both 
professional and young dancers all 
over Florida. Zander takes classes 
Tuesday through Saturday, with much 
preparation for school in his free time. 
Being a Pine View student, he usually 
handles many assignments in advance, 
as well as studying hard over the week-
end, sacrificing what many other stu-
dents view as quality relaxation time.

The recent and popular John Ring-
ling Circus “Nutcracker” in late Decem-
ber featured Zander. Zander has partic-
ipated in many performances over the 
years, always taking a backseat to the 
action but being sure to leave a lasting 
impression on those around him.

The parents of fifth graders two 
years ago experienced Zander dancing 
at his finest for an opening act at the 
fifth-grade dance- though students, 
sadly, didn’t get to see him, the par-
ents and teachers were thrilled to see 
a young, talented dancer, especially 
one who attended classes at Pine View. 
There, in the gymnasium, Zander did a 
beautifully conducted salsa alongside 
fellow student Alexa Daverio and sev-
eral professional dancers. All of them 

spun across the floor, perfect spins and 
dips highlighting the night.

Pine View wasn’t the first to recog-
nize Zander’s sterling talent. Christo-
pher Hird, the director of the Sarasota 
Ballet School, and Dierdre Burger, the 
assistant director, both have excellent 
views of Zander’s dancing.

Burger said, “Kellen is hard work-
ing and very intelligent. He has excel-
lent attendance and attention to de-
tail.”

She added to this by telling how 
Zander’s coordination allows him to 
master any tough technique. Both Hird 
and Burger agree that Zander has much 
potential and that they look forward to 
helping him in his future.

Zander, like all too-few male danc-
ers, has had to overcome odds in order 
to remain top in his classes.

“You have to work harder to fit 
that role because it’s a lot more effort,” 
Zander said.

Many male dancers have faced 
stigma and mockery for pursuing their 
talent and passion. But it’d take a lot 
more than gender to stop Zander from 
dancing. Zander describes dance as 3D 
art created from your body.

“It’s my passion.”, he said. Dance 
has created a hidden place for so many 
to disappear into, away from the judg-
mental eyes that follow at school. Zan-
der is glad to have that escape, even if 
it’s only for a few hours each day.

Raising the barre: Breaking 
down stigma in dance

PHOTO PROVIDED BY KELLEN ZANDER
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By Madilyn Hagney
Until recently, students have known 

teachers only as “those things who bury 
us in homework.” 

Recently, however, questions have 
been raised as to whether teachers tru-
ly are simply sources of work or if they 
could be hiding evidence to the contrary.  

It all started with Ida Whit-Ness, a 
Pine View seventh-grader.  

Whit-Ness had left her homework in 
Mrs. Flahavan’s room and gone to pick it 
up after school.

“I was the only student left on cam-
pus—I guess there weren’t any clubs 
meeting that day—and what I saw in her 
room absolutely shocked me,” said Whit-
Ness.

According to Whit-Ness, Flahavan 
and several of the science teachers were 
holding the party of the century in the 
yellow building—breaking several lab 
safety rules.

And that wasn’t all Whit-Ness saw. 
Allegedly, several of the English teachers 
were congregated in the green building, 
having a tea party, and the PE teachers 

were having a rather intense dodgeball 
game in the gym.  

Whit-Ness claims she even saw the 
math teachers re-enacting a scene from 
“A Beautiful Mind.”  

The accused teachers could not be 
reached for comment, but the gossip has 
spread rapidly throughout the school, and 
several students have strong opinions.  

For example, eighth-grader Skep 
Techal stated, “This is so obviously libel. 
Some loser didn’t do their homework, 
so they tried to distract everyone with a 
groundless parody of ‘Toy Story’. ” 

Meanwhile, seventh grader Bea Leav-
er is more than willing to believe.

“I think it’s perfect,” said Leav-
er. “Overbearing homework machines 
during school hours, party animals when 
the students leave.”

While eyewitness accounts and irony 
may not be the most concrete evidence, 
students may never see their teachers the 
same way again.

“I think we’ve only scratched the 
surface of what teachers could be doing 
when we can’t see them,” Whit-Ness said.

The Secret Life of Teachers
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By Margaret Toth

By Margaret Toth
 The end of second quarter has come 

and gone with the snap of a finger. You 
have been so busy with extracurriculars 
and what you call a social life that there 
has been no time to work on grades, the 
whole reason you go to school. Especial-
ly being a Pine View student, grades play 
a big role in your life and expectations 
are high. It is hard to balance the perfect 
grades and extensive amount of extra-
curriculars with the unhealthy amount of 
worrying you do. It is safe to say that this 
quarter has not been the best.  

With swim meets around every 
corner and at least 15 hours of practice 
a week, you practically have gills at this 
point. Over the course of the second quar-
ter, your grades were plummeting with 
every stroke taken.  

Unfortunately, it was too late when 
you realized your current system wasn’t 
working, final grades for second quarter 
were out. As you clicked the assignments 
tab with your parents eyeing you down 
from every angle, your mouth dropped, 

and a single tear rolled down your sun-
burnt face.  

“There is absolutely no way!” you 
cried out, your parents becoming suspi-
cious. 

“What?” your mother cried from 
the kitchen, and without a response and 
a slam of the laptop screen, you took to 
your room taking sanctuary in the warm 
blankets.  

The next day at school was horrif-
ic, throughout the day you pondered the 
ways you could get away with your un-
acceptable grades. You had heard of the 
varying grades your friends have gotten 
and decided to act. It was the middle of 
your math test when a light bulb exploded 
in your mind.   It was time to hack Cros-
spointe. After school, you ran to your com-
puter to begin business. A couple videos 
later and you were practically a pro. It was 
time. 

You were being paid by multiple 
friends to change their grades as well. You 
opened the tab and started. It was surpris-
ingly easy, and to think it was just a couple 

of YouTube videos that were needed.  
The deed was done, and your 

friends were happy. You were final-
ly ready to show your parents, things 
were working out perfectly. You quickly 
logged out and called your parents ex-
citedly. 

“Mom! Grades came out, want to 
see?” 

Your parents came walking in, not 
suspecting a thing. A few clicks later 
and the black and blue page was ready 
to be analyzed. You smiled happily, but 
10 seconds later your heart dropped. 
The hack didn’t work. You had simply 
inspected the elements. You had dug 
your own grave. 

“C,D,B,C,C,B! My goodness, these 
are awful!” your mother exclaimed. 

Let’s just say that night was not 
the best and the next day at school was 
even worse.  There was nothing you 
could do; your grades were going to be 
the same way for the rest of your Pine 
View career. It was time to accept this 
harsh reality.

Good Grades At Any Cost
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The Gluttony Games
By Courtney Nelson

“Well, I can already 
tell that it’s been a ca-
tastrophe. Maybe next 
year,” sixth-grader Betty 
Graeds said.

It had only been a few 
weeks after winter break, 
yet everything had already 
been set up for disaster for 
the middle schoolers. Most 
didn’t know what was 
in store for them but for 
those who did, they knew 
of the battlefield that Pine 
View would become. 

Each year middle 
schoolers are involuntari-
ly volunteered as tributes 

to a set of rigorous courses 
and challenges. They were 
no set up by the upper-
classmen, who will always 
have it out for the lower 
grades. It was their oppor-
tunity to see who was the 
strongest and the most 
able to survive Pine View’s 
rigorous, and quite frank-
ly, dangerous high school 
classes. 

The upperclassmen 
frequently refer to these 
courses and challenges 
as “The Gluttony Games.” 
A truly merciless “game” 
that pits tributes against 
each other until only the 

strong survive, a truly fas-
cinating example of sur-
vival of the fittest.  

Although all current 
high schoolers must have 
endured the Gluttony 
Games at least once to go 
to Pine View, they still en-
joy setting up the games 
and seeing natural selec-
tion in its most primal 
form: prepubescent chil-
dren. 

The challenges in-
clude varying actions such 
as Studies to the Death, 
Harnessing all your Brain 
Capacity, and of all the 
challenges the one voted 

most popular 
among old-
er students 
is dubbed 
“The Batman 
Bench.” 

The Bat-
man Bench is 
a challenge in 
which tributes 
are dispersed 
t h r o u g h o u t 
the campus, as 
well as differ-
ent supplies 
such as heavy 
t e x t b o o k s , 
pencils, air-
planes of the 
paper variety, 
and of course 
f i f t y - p o u n d 
bookbags scat-
tered around 
campus; in 
the challenge 
tributes sprint 
upwards of a 
hundred yards 
while battling 
others in order 
to reach the 
Batman Bench 

first. It’s a true challenge 
of athleticism and intel-
lect. 

Other challenges, such 
as Studies to the Death, in-
clude studying for that test 
that you procrastinated 
for until 1 a.m. the night 
before, and have to take in 
all the information before 
you pass out. As well is 
the Harnessing of all Brain 
Capacity, a challenge in 
which you are challenged 
to not speak or message 
anyone for at least a few 
hours and complete many 
hours of homework. 

Although it seems 
quite entertaining to see 
middle schoolers fight 
with each other and throw 
down the drama, younger 
students don’t see it that 
way. 

“They really must be 
playing if they didn’t take 
into account that there’s 
nothing on earth that’s 
really going to make me 
sprint one hundred yards 
without getting anything 
in return,” eighth-grader 
Nadin Shea-P said.

“Your life... and I sup-
pose academic success,”   
ninth-grader Curt Throwt  
said in response to Shea-P. 

I think at this point 
it would be important 
to note that although no 
physical violence is actual-
ly involved in the Gluttony 
Games, the students do 
take it a bit too far some-
times. But as it’s common-
ly said, “May the odds be in 
your favor;” there’s a long 
road ahead and countless 
battles to overcome.
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By Liana Le
Admit it. You’ve felt the cold stare of 

your disapproving teacher. The embar-
rassing talk between your classmates, 
but the worst part is you were late by one 
minute! Your hatred for your passing pe-
riods is the only thing you can think of for 
the next fifty-two minutes. 

   How could you possibly make it from 
portable city to the yellow building while 
having a short chat with your teacher and 
making a much-needed trip to your lock-
er? Add in a bathroom break and you’re 
toast.

Seventh-grader Freya Melbourne ac-
tively uses her locker. Melbourne speaks 
out about feeling pressured not to use her 
locker to get to her class in time.

“There’s not really a need for lockers 
if we just put things in them all day and 
we can’t come back for our stuff,” Mel-
bourne said.

 Yes, the lockers are dispersed all 
over campus to be more convenient, yet 
many students find it troublesome. For 
instance, a student whose classes are all 
close to the gray lockers must walk all the 

way to the yellow lockers.
Seventh-grader Nandani Patel insists 

more time to get to class would be ideal.
“I think we need an extra minute of 

passing period time,” Patel said. “Some 
people go from one side of the campus all 
the way to the other, so I think it’d be nice 
to have an extra minute to pass by.”

Since the Pine View campus is so big, 
most middle-school classes are spread 
out. For many students, this means their 
classes can be across campus!

 Sixth grader Evelyn Hunt said, “It’s 
really hard to walk halfway across campus 
in 5 minutes and be on time, and teachers 
don’t really understand.”

Students and teachers express differ-
ent points of view on transition periods, 
which doesn’t come as a shock since they 
are by no means in the same shoes.

This is a simple problem that could 
be easily solved. Middle schoolers have 
it hard enough at school and being late 
to class won’t make it any more bearable. 
Allowing only one- or two more-minutes 
will ensure students are ready and on-
time.

Finding the time between 
classes 
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Finding Balance in American 
Education

By Sam Wright
  Back in November, U.S. Senator and ex-Presidential 

candidate Kamala Harris introduced a new bill into the Sen-
ate. This bill is called the Family Friendly Schools Act, which, 
if passed, would provide low-income elementary schools 
with 5 million dollar grants to extend the school day to al-
low both parents in families to work 9-5 jobs - the bill went 
viral. This arguably was the reason that caused her to drop 
out of the presidential race. This also brought up a serious 
question, should the school day be increased? I personally 
believe the duration of the school day should not be extend-
ed.

For starters, this would create more isolation between 
a child and their family, who typically don’t spend much time 
together each day because of the already existing school 
hours. Assuming that a child is getting 8 hours of sleep ev-
ery night, and that a child goes to school for 7 hours every 
day, the same amount of time as Pine View—that leaves 9 
hours to spend with family and friends outside of school ev-
ery day. The measure for which doesn’t account for possible 
bus travel to school, any extracurricular activities, or time 
spent on homework. Even if sleep and school were the only 
non-home activities done by a child, that would still be 15 
hours of the day.

Another reason is that the school system is currently 
outdated and strips children of their childhood. Paul Boyce, 
a contributor to the Foundation for Economic Education (a 
news platform based upon economics, politics, culture and 
education), wrote in an article, “Children rarely are allowed 
to be children. Play is stifled. Students are crammed into a 
classroom and taught in a standardized way. Creativity is 
restricted. They aren't allowed to harness their inquisitive 
minds…Tests infrequently harness the analytical mind.”

Teaching also isn’t improving in the U.S. compared to 
the rest of the world. Boyce also writes, “Literacy rates have 
stagnated since 1971, while there has been no progress in 
math since 1990…” Keeping children in institutions out-
dated since late last century for longer wouldn’t help them 
learn anything useful.

 Another reason to not increase the school day is that 

teachers would likely have to work for longer hours. The 
teachers at Pine View already work one extra hour com-
pared to someone with a 9 – 5 job, typically coming ear-
lier and leaving later than their students. Note that this 
would be one hour less than the Florida maximum work-
day of 10 hours.

According to Business Insider, “The average sala-
ry for a public-school teacher nationwide was $60,483 
during the 2017-2018 academic year, the most recent 
for which data [was] available,” and the average Florida 
teacher salary was one of the lowest at $47,721. That 
would mean that teachers would be working at a wage 
of $12.86 per hour if paid the nationwide average, and 
$11.71 per hour if the state average. This is less than a 
house cleaning company in Lakewood Ranch called My 
Maid, LLC is offering to pay employees on glassdoor.com, 
a job searching website. They are offering pay of $13 - $15 
per hour.

Extending the school day could also be seriously det-
rimental to the school district’s budget and teacher’s jobs. 
To avoid costs from having to pay teachers extra, employ-
ees could be laid off or have their salaries reduced if the 
county wasn’t going to redirect funding from somewhere 
else. Even so, this still would solve the problem of the 
(Writer’s note: currently a proposed state voting issue for 
2020) minimum wage escalating to $15 in 2026 and $13 
in 2024, overshadowing the larger national average wage.

Some may argue that there is a serious need for af-
terschool care for small children in low income areas, but 
there are solutions that wouldn’t require a million-dollar 
grant in the form of after-school clubs. These would allow 
for closer interactions with teachers on a personal level, 
more than a generic after-school program would.

In summary, there are serious detriments to extend-
ing the school day. A teacher’s wages cut, they would have 
to deal with a longer work week that bends Florida law, 
and students would also be stuck in a stagnant education 
system for longer. A longer school day is a lose-lose sce-
nario for teachers and students, and should not be imple-
mented. 
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Students and Stress: Finding a balance

By Courtney Nelson
Stress affects many aspects of students’ 

lives. School, relationships, and other activities 
all play a part and the requirements from just 
one class alone can be daunting. With the ma-
jority of students having to balance extracurric-
ulars, homework, exams, and family life, it might 
get to be all too much. Thus, being able to ac-
knowledge the presence of stress and worry is 
pivotal in creating a safe space for our campus.

According to the National Alliance on Men-
tal Illness (NAMI), “One in four students have a 
diagnosable mental illness.” As well, 49% of stu-
dents are under heavy stress, and 73% have felt 
some sort of stress recently. Although stress it-
self is not a mental illness, stress can cause men-
tal health problems, and make existing problems 
worse. For example, stress has the possibility of 
transforming into anxiety or depression.  

In addition, if you’re often stressed, you’re 
probably producing high levels of hormones, 
cortisol and adrenaline. These can make you feel 
physically unwell and affect your health in the 
long run, according to the Mayo Clinic Organi-
zation. Like most students, eighth grader Gabri-
ele Navitckis feels like she has stress constantly 
looming over her.

“It’s not about procrastinating until the last 
moment and getting stressed, I just get stressed 
by how other people see me and trying to make 
others happy, while having my best interest in 
mind,” said Navitckis. 

All things considered, students must find a 
way to combat stress in a way that is genuinely 
making an impact and can engage everyone, for 
a multitude of reasons. Being cognizant of men-
tal illness and just the large amount of stress 
that many have can help us make steps in the 
right direction to helping ourselves and helping 
others. Just being aware and educated on the ef-
fects of mental illness and its causes can help us 
have sympathy and empathy for others. 

Sarasota County Schools have decided that 
it would be best for every student’s well-being 
to introduce classes that discuss wellness and 
the causes and ways to stop stress. The classes 
occur every month and are there with the Sandy 
Hook Promise Organization. The mental health 
days help bring awareness to the issues that 
play a large role in our behavior and actions 
within the classroom and outside. 

“Not being able to speak with the class, 
and talking about personal stories, stigmatizes 
the situation. It almost in a way shows how we 
shouldn’t talk about our problems, and how it’s 
not alright to have help by talking to our peers,” 
said eighth grader Amy O'Malley. 

Although the classes help bring awareness 
to mental health and safety issues, there is still  
the question of whether these classes have ac-
tual impact on students, and if the classes give a 
reason for initiative to help other students. Even 
though their original purpose was to offer help-
ful solutions to relevant issues to our society, 
such as bullying or school shootings, the major-
ity of students have given mixed reactions.

Some students don’t take the hour serious-
ly, laughing at some of the material instead of 
paying attention, talking to their friends and do-
ing other classwork. Although not all students 
behave in that manner, it’s unfortunate that 
some can’t respect the time to talk about such 
serious topics that impact us all, regardless of 
whether you find the topics interesting or not. 

So, giving a period every so often to talk 
about the issues that we’ve become so desen-
sitized to and pass off as just “news” has given 
students a time where we reflect, where we 
need to actually sit down and think. Whether or 
not the current program is making as big of a 
difference as expected, it’s still bringing aware-
ness to topics that have been brushed over for 
too long, and that’s a large step in the right di-
rection. 
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