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by Joanna Malvas

In an effort to bring un-
restricted vision to the stage, 
Florida Studio Theatre has 
been hosting the Young Play-
wrights Festival since 1991. 
The festival was established 
by CEO and Producing Artis-
tic Director Richard Hopkins 
along with Associate Direc-
tor At-Large Kate Alexander. 
They accept written play sub-
missions from K-6 students 
through the WRITE A PLAY 
contest program. It receives 
4,500 to 8,000 submissions 
from around the world annu-
ally.

 “We respect these plays, 
we take these plays under as 

much consideration and give 
them just as much props as 
we would a professional play-
wright, even like Shakespeare,” 
Adam Ratner, the Lead Teach-
ing Artist and Young Play-
wrights Festival Coordinator 
said.  

The WRITE A PLAY 
program begins as early as 
fall. After team members read  
through the submissions, the 
selection process starts the 
first week of March, with 10 to 
15 plays being chosen for the 
final show. 

During the submissions 
cycle, the Playmakers visit 
Florida schools. The group 
has also travelled outside of 

the country. This year, due 
to COVID-restrictions, the 
troupe is staying in Florida. 
In fact, the Playmakers will be 
making a visit to Pine View’s 
third grade class in February 
this school year. During each 
visit, the group performs past 
plays and improv, then visits 
classrooms to host playwriting 
workshops. 

“Because you get to see 
how diverse and distinct each 
one of these cultures, or each 
one of these places where you 
go may be, the students, for the 
most part, all have the same 
kinds of wants… That’s one of 
the things that I have discov-
ered: I think we have more 

similarities than we have dis-
similarities,” Ratner said.  

Fourth grade teacher 
Debbie Delaney expressed 
how the program has added 
another approach to writing 
outside of the curriculum, 
which largely pertains to ex-
pository and informational 

writing. 
“I think that it’s important 

because I think the kids love 
the creative side of things. To 
me, I think that it’s important 
for the kids to be able to write a 
story and have something cre-
ative that they came up with,” 
Delaney said. 

Behind the Playbill

Florida Studio Theatre actors perform the winning student-writ-
ten play, “The Ballad of Billy.” It was written in 2019 by current 
ninth-grader Matrick Thorpe. PHOTO PROVIDED BY ADAM 
RATNER

by Terry Shen
What started as a brain-

storming session to raise 
money for Cobalt, Pine View’s 
version of prom, turned into 
the school’s newest fundraiser, 
marketed to all grades alike: 
Gratitude Grams. 

The Cobalt Committee 
sold the grams for five dol-
lars a piece on the auditorium 
steps from November 8 to 
November 18, then distribut-
ed the handwritten notes and 
goodie bags on November 19, 
the day before Thanksgiving 
break.

“In the gratitude grams, 
we included candy and var-
ious little trinkets. Attached 
to the bag was a turkey cut 

out with the hand-written 
message to the recipient,” 
twelfth-grader and Cobalt Di-
rector Kani Schram said.

Normally, the elev-
enth-grade class hosts the 
event for the twelfth-grade 
class. However, in 2020, Co-
balt was canceled, and in 
2021, the event was down-
scaled and had to be held in 
the Student Union. In order to 
get this year’s Cobalt back on 
track, the planning commit-
tee, which includes three oth-
er directors—twelfth-grader 
Grace Johnson and elev-
enth-graders Ocean Bruinius 
and Olivia Liu, knew they 
would have to come up with 
some new fundraisers.

Gratitude in Grams

Gratitude Grams spread positive messages. They were 
distributed along with goodie bags November 19. 
PHOTO BY GRACE JOHNSON

“When we fundraised 
junior year, it was just fund-
raising for our class, but now 
we are directing specific fund-
raisers to gain more attention 
towards the cause of having 
the best Cobalt possible,” 
twelfth-grader and Cobalt Di-
rector, Kani Schram said.

Beyond the money raised, 
the directors were proud to 
see how many people wanted 
to thank one another for being 
in their lives.

Elementary School Gui-
dence Counselor Kate Mc-
Manus said, “Showing grat-
itude for each other really 
lifts the climate of the whole 
school, so really supporting 
each other is a great thing.”
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Feb. 21
James Ross’s 

Birthday

Jan. 8
Caitlin Sedlak’s 

birthday

Feb. 16
Jenny Reyka’s 

birthday

IN BRIEF

Vaccine approved for ages 5-11

The First Pine View Spelling Bee

Students tape Assistant Principal Roy Sprinkle to one of the yel-
low poles outside the office. This event was a reward for raising 
money for Mayors Feed the Hungry. PHOTO BY LILY QUAR-
TERMAINE

January and February Events 
and Birthdays

Students in Freda Williams’s third grade class visit the new Star 
Lab for the first time. The Star Lab is located in the former Tel 
Lab and contains an inflatable planetarium. PHOTO BY ISA-
BELLA KULAWIK

by Peyton Harris
Ready, set, spell! Pine 

View has officially intro-
duced its newest sport, the 
annual spelling bee. It took 
place December 6 and 7 
after school, involving stu-
dents ranging from second 
to eighth grade. December 
6 involved competitions be-
tween grades 2-4, and De-
cember 7 was 5-8. 

After competing in 
grade-level competitions, 
the competitors will go head 
to head to crown a school 
champion. After that, the 
winner will compete in a 
regional competition in late 
January via Zoom.

“There was some par-
ent and student interest (in 
the spelling bee),” Elemen-
tary Assistant Principal Roy 
Sprinkle said. “Some of the 
teachers thought that here 
we have a school of some of 
the brightest minds in the 
country and we should let 
them showcase themselves 
through this spelling bee.”

The winner of the sec-
ond grade bee was Ishaan 
Sheshani, third grade was 
Samira Richard and fourth 
grade was Abigail Kim and 
Sayhan Sheikh.

Sprinkle said he was 
“very excited” to see how the 
competition played out. 

by Zoe Merritt
As of November 23, the 

FDA had approved use of the 
Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine for 
COVID-19 for children ages 
5 to 11. As with the vaccine 
for adults, opinions among the 
general public are divided.

However, local pedia-
trician and Pine View par-
ent, Sheeba Mesghali, M.D. 
strongly supports its use.

“It should be treated like 
any other vaccine given to 
children. It should not be in-
fluenced by social media and 
opinions, as everything we 
practice is evidence based,” 

Mesghali said.
According to the CDC, 

there have been nearly 2 mil-
lion cases of COVID in kids 
5-11. The CDC recommends 
that children 5 and up receive 
the COVID vaccine.

“I would tell parents who 
are on the fence to specifical-
ly discuss it with their pedia-
trician, or go to websites like 
CDC for review of studies on 
children,” Mesghali said. “Kids 
have been vaccinated since 
the very beginning in trials 
and studies, and it is safe, or 
it would never have been ap-
proved.”

Feb. 24
Kathy Shepler’s 

Birthday
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by Alyson Mizanin
Born into a musical family, 

fifth-grader Ella Yee was prac-
tically destined to pursue mu-
sic herself one day. That day 
came when she was around 
four years old; over half a de-
cade later, Yee has been play-
ing music ever since.

Yee’s musical journey be-
gan with piano; violin soon 
followed once her arms were 
long enough to hold the in-
strument. As the youngest of 
four children, she followed the 
same musical path her three 
older siblings—seventh-grad-
er Lucas Yee, ninth-grader An-
nalise Yee, and eleventh-grad-

A Family Philharmonic
the match • December 22, 2021 entertainment 7

er Madeline Yee—carved 
before her. She recalls attend-
ing her older siblings’ concerts 
and watching piano instruc-
tors teach them before starting 
her own work with music.

Yee’s father, John Yee, 
notes that though the four 
children are typically more 
independent with their music, 
they come together to play as a 
group occasionally. 

“What I enjoy the most is 
during Christmas and birth-
day parties, they’ll come to-
gether and play like a little 
symphony,” he said.

Yee started playing violin 
for the Sarasota Youth Orches-

tra about four years ago. Pres-
ently, she plays alongside her 
brother. Yee’s older siblings of-
ten give her tips and tricks on 
how to perfect the music that 
she plays.

“I like to play music be-
cause then, I don’t have to pull 
it up. I can play for myself,” Yee 
said. “I enjoy hearing and play-
ing the songs.”

John Yee said that Yee of-
ten gives the music she plays 
her own twist.

“She’s at the stage where 
she enjoys just playing around 
with the music,” John Yee said. 
“She’ll play hip-hop songs and 
sing along with them instead 

of the classical music type, but 
that’s what she enjoys… She’s 
creative and always active. I 
think she’s learning how to en-
joy music and relax with it.”

As for what the future 
holds, Yee plans to continue 

playing piano and violin as she 
gets older.

“Piano and violin have 
taught me how to focus,” Yee 
said. “Music helps me get 
through my work and helps 
me relax.”

GRAPHIC BY ISABELLA GASKILL AND SARAH CATALANO

Fifth-grader Ella Yee poses with her violin. Yee has played 
with Sarasota Youth Orchestra for the past four years. 
PHOTO PROVIDED BY JOHN YEE
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Student swims for Sharks 
by Faith Bossman

He dolphin kicks to the 
end of the pool, exhausted 
but excited, he made the 
flag cut, an achievement. 
Fifth-grader Zach Hawk has 
been swimming for 4 and a 
half years now, and swims 
for the Sharks swimming 
team for around two hours 
almost every day, plus he 
attends competitive swim 
meets.

“The reason I do it is be-
cause, one, it is really healthy 
for me, two, I have a lot of 
friends there, three, it’s a re-
ally great sport,” Hawk said. 

He said he enjoys mov-

ing between levels of swim-
ming with his friends. Cur-
rently, he is in the gold group, 
one of the best for his age. He 
also likes moving up in dif-
ferent levels with his friends, 
and bonding through swim-
ming.

“I am missing Friday for 
a huge meet in Orlando…I 
am nervous because there 
are big flag cuts… and it’s re-
ally nervewracking,” Hawk 
said. In swimming, flag cuts 
are times you have to make 
in order to go to “flags”, a 
bigger competition. These 
can be difficult and stressful 
to pass, but also an accom-

plishment. His favorite races 
are the 100m backstroke and 
50m backstroke because he is 
good at it and they were also 
the first flag cuts he made. 

“I was really really excit-
ed, it was a huge event,” said 
Hawk after making his first 
flag cut.

For Hawk, 19-year-old 
Emma Weyant is the swim-
mer he looks up to. She is an 
Olympic swimmer that came 
from the Sharks swimming 
team and won silver at the 
2021 Summer Olympics. 

Weyant is very inspir-
ing for the kids at the Sharks 
pool and inspires many to 

keep swimming. When she 
returned to Sarasota after a 
meet, Weyant gave a speech 
about perseverance. 

Hawk finds it motiva-
tional to hear someone who 
kept swimming with the 

Fifth-grader Zach Hawk swims freestyle in a race. Hawk 
started swmming over 4 years ago. PHOTO PROVIDED BY 
VERONICA FOLIAN

Sharks talk about persisting 
and dedication in swimming.

 “We sat at the airport 
and welcomed her home 
when she came back, I feel 
like at the pool we are all a 
family,” Hawk said.

GRAPHIC BY TIFFANY YU
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Competition, Friendship, and Fun!
by Lucy Collins

From the shining sun and 
green grass of the soccer field  
to being surrounded by team-
mates to the quiet and peace of 
her own home, fourth-grader 
Sanvi Patel dedicates herself 
to soccer with the hopes of 
improving her game.

Patel began the sport a 
year and a half ago for the 
West Coast Chaos. She played 
on a team that would com-
pete with others in the local 
league, practicing twice per 
week while simultaneously 
participating in gymnastics. 

When asked what in-
spires her to play soccer, Patel 
responded that her sister, who 
played briefly in her youth, is 
her inspiration. Patel watched 

her sister go to practice and 
games in her uniform and she 
wanted to participate, as well. 
So, her parents found a soccer 
club nearby and enrolled her.

“From last year to now, 
she’s playing most every game. 
Her skills are improving a lot 
more, too,” her father, Dipak 
Patel, said.

Thinking back to her 
time in the non-competitive 
league, one of Patel’s favorite 
memories is when her coach 
put her in the goalie position 
with no prior experience 
during a game.

“It made me feel kind of 
nervous because I had no ex-
perience, but I was also happy 
because I had always wanted 
to be goalie,” Patel said.

In August of this year 
when Patel’s friends decided 
to move to a more competi-
tive league, Patel joined them 
because she wanted to chal-
lenge herself more. The new 
team was a more competitive 
team within the same league. 
The team travels for their 
games and have more focused 
practices. 

Patel participates in 
scrimmages with her team, 
as well as drills that work to 
improve in areas the coach 
sees fit, such as running. To 
improve, the coach had them 
run laps around the soccer 
field and wind sprints.

Patel usually does not 
like missing practice with her 
team for fear of missing an im-

portant lesson, but when she 
does, she makes sure to prac-
tice at home. She sets a point 
on her wall, either indoors or 
outdoors, backs up and drib-
bles the ball between her feet 
until she’s within a reasonable 
distance and kicks the ball.

Typically, Patel plays 

either the forward or mid-
fielder position. She prefers 
midfielder, she said, because 
it makes her feel like she can 
help anyone.

“Soccer has inspired me 
to learn a lot of new stuff, I 
want to keep doing it so I can 
learn more,” Patel said.

Fourth-grader Sanvi Patel, focused on her sport, kicks the 
soccer ball in her cleats with ease. Patel started to play soc-
cer a year and a half ago and plays for West Coast Chaos.  
PHOTO PROVIDED BY DIPAK PATEL

GRAPHIC BY JIAYI ZHU



How are pearls made?

by Eva-May Elmer
Pearls are used for many 

things: jewelry, clothing, 
cosmetics, paint and even 
medicine. But how does this 
multi-purpose shiny ocean 
object come to be? Well, 
pearls aren’t made in just one 
way. In fact, there are three 
ways!

The first type of pearl is 
natural. When some sort of 
irritant enters a marine oys-
ter or freshwater mussel oys-
ter and a liquid, called nacre, 
is released inside the oyster/
mussel, coating the irritant 

and after many layers, creat-
ing the pearl. Pearls are made 
as a defense mechanism for 
the oyster/mussel, to keep 
them safe. 

The second type 
of pearl 
is cul-
t u r e d . 
This is 
when a sim-
ilar sort of 
process happens, 
but the irritant is 
surgically placed 
inside the oyster in-
stead of the irritant making its 

way naturally. 
These two types of pearls 

can also come from freshwa-
ter or saltwater. Fresh-
water pearls 
u s u a l l y 
have a 
more ir-
regular shape 
and can be con-
sidered lower 
quality than salt-
water pearls. Re-
gardless, pearls 
can take from 5 to 
10 years to be formed 
fully! 

The last type of pearl is an 
imitation, which really isn’t a 

pearl at all. It is a bead of 
glass dipped into a fish 

scale mixture that 
looks like a pearl. 

T h e 
w o r l d ’ s 

most ex-
pensive 
p e a r l 
is a 

whopping 
$100 million! 

Real pearls are the ocean’s 

gems, some of the rarest in the 

w o r l d , and they’re really 
cool and interesting too! 

Maybe next time you 
see a pearl you’ll think more 
about it and its story, as well as 
looking at its beauty. 

Lots of cultures associate 
pearls with the moon, both 
because of the way it looks 
and because of the place. 
Pearls have associations with 
the goddess of love and with 
Venus. These beautiful gems 
are also the birthstone for the 

month of June as well. Pearls 
are frequently associated with 

tears, of gods. Polynesian 
Lore says that Lono, 

a god, came with 
black pearls as 

a gift on a 
rainbow to 
a princess.

Pearls 
c o m e 

from oys-
ters, and 

they’re pretty 
cool too. 
Oysters are 

good as food, 
t h e y provide iron, 
protein and calcium. They 
can be found in beds, reefs 
and shallow waters. Their 
shell colors are various shades 
of white. Oysters can change 
gender multiple times in their 
life! They are quite sensitive 
also but aren’t listed as an en-
dangered species as of now. 

[student question submission]
Question submitted by Lila Paul
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Sources:
J. Thomas Jewelers
Natural History Museum
National Geographic
Internation Gem Society
Add A Pearl
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Pineapple on pizza should be illegal
by Sarah Hassan

I still remember being 
four years old, staring long-
ingly at the yummy and ap-
petizing gooey cheese circle 
laying on the dinner table. 
For those who still haven’t 
figured it out, I’m talking 
about pizza. 

Now, pizza is so delicious 
that it can go with anything, 
right? You can eat pizza with 
vegetables, pepperoni and 
sausage as your toppings, and 
that’s great. However, the first 
sentence of this paragraph is 
actually false. In fact, some 

foods don’t compliment each 
other at all. It’s a given that 
avocados taste horrible with 
chocolate, so why do people 
eat pizza with pineapple?

First off, pineapples 
completely change the taste 
of the pizza. I like 
pine apple s , 
but it sweet-
ens the pizza 
way too much. Now, there 
are different types of piz-
zas, but the ones that I have 
eaten are generally salti-
er than sweet, with Papa 
John’s being a notable ex-

ception. Also, pineapples 
create a weird aftertaste 
that resides in my mouth.

Now, if you tell me that 
you ordered a pineapple 
pizza and say that 
I can just take it 

o f f if I 

d o n ’ t want it, 
then you are wrong. Even af-
ter picking off the pineapple, 
the residue of the taste is still 
there. That ruins the entire 
pizza experience. Besides 

tomatoes, I would not like a 
fruit on my pizza as a topping.

Another factor is that the 
entire texture of the pizza 
is tainted by the pineapple. 
The pizza tends to become 

more soggy 
after ab-
sorbing the 
juice from 

t he fruit. After 
peel- ing off the pine-
apple, in addition to the re-
maining sweetness, there is 
a dent from where the pine-
apple was, and to make it 
worse, it’s soggy. Even when 

the pineapple is on the pizza, 
the soft texture of the pine-
apple just doesn’t suit the 
cheese and the bread portion 
of the dish.

I do have to say that when 
I was younger, I committed 
the crime of eating pineap-
ple pizza, and if you do eat 
it, then I respect you because 
it is your taste. However, for 
me, I began to dislike it over 
time and now I refuse to eat 
it. It’s a simple math equation 
for me — as one plus one 
equals two, pizza plus pine-
apple equals a thumbs down.

What are your thoughts on pineapple pizza?

“I’m sorry, but pineapple pizza— 
I’ve never liked it— it should be 
illegal.”
- Lila Paul, Grade 5

“I’ve never actually tried pineapple 
pizza. Everyone says it’s disgusting, 
but I’m not really sure.”
- Sahana Nayyar, Grade 5

“I love pineapple pizza. I actually get 
it all the time when I order pizza — 
it’s really good. It tastes nice. Like sweet 
and sour, sort of.”
- Alakh Bhatt, Grade 5

PHOTOS BY LINDSAY LUBERECKI



by Sarah Catalano
This year, along with the 

arrival of winter came Pine 
View’s first-ever ice sculpt-
ing competition.

Early in the morning stu-
dents eagerly filed into the 
lunch area to begin sculpt-
ing. Among the glittering 
frozen carvings were true 
masterpieces — miniature 
golf carts (with wheels that 
worked!), scale replicas of 
Building 16, even a six-foot-
tall “Among Us” crewmate 
sculpted by second-grade 
student Maeda Snow.

“It was incredible,” 
third-grader Arthur Teest 
recalled. “I have never seen 

ly flooding the campus, mak-
ing the lunch area a veritable 
lake. Students and teachers 

scrambled to find 
higher ground, 
gathering atop the 
playground and 
hanging from the 
branches of trees to 
avoid the rising wa-
ter from the melted 
ice creations.

Then, out of 
the pandemoni-
um — a voice from 
the heavens! The 

speaker crackled to 
life, and through it came a 
history-defining announce-
ment.

Alas, it was not enough. 
The first-ever Pine View 
Ice Sculpture Contest had 

melted away. What’s more, 
the water generated from 16 
tons of melted ice was rapid-

so much ice in my life, or 
such an accurate sculpture of 
a spilled can of baked beans.”

As the hot Flori-
da sun rose above the 
horizon, contestants 
faced a new chal-
lenge. Their snowy 
creations were melt-
ing before their eyes!

Several students 
tried to cram their 
frozen sculptures 
into coolers. Teest 
was seen sprinting to 
Building 16, carry-
ing his anatomically 
correct recreation of a blob-
fish to place in the safety of a 
teacher’s mini fridge.

14 the match • December 22, 2021humor
Ice Sculpture Contest on Campus Goes Awry

“Students and teachers, 
may I have your attention,” 
Dr. Covert said. “The first 
ever Pine View Ice Sculpture 
Contest is cancelled.”

Sighs of resignation and 
groans of disappointment 
filled the air. Students tread-
ing water in the now seven-
foot-deep flood looked at 
each other glumly. But the 
announcement was not over 
yet.

“The first-ever Pine View 
Ice Sculpture Contest is can-
celled,” Dr. Covert repeated, 
“and instead, we are official-
ly starting the first ever Pine 
View Synchronized Swim-
ming Contest!”

GRAPHIC BY 
TERRY SHEN

GRAPHIC BY SARAH CATALANO
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by Terry Shen

Fourth-grader Poe Mill-
er woke up early on a cloudy 
Monday for school. Every-
thing was completely normal. 

“Have a good day!” said 
her mom, after dropping Mill-
er off. 

As she got out of the car, 
something extraordinary 
happened. Her classmates, 
as well as many strangers, 
came up to her shaking her 
hand and screaming her 
name. 

“Poe! Poe! Poe!” they 
chanted. 

She was baffled.  She 
had no idea why the kids 
were so excited. She won-
dered if it was a joke. A 
teacher seeing the com-
motion came over angry, 
but after seeing Miller, she 
shook Miller’s hand and 
walked her to class. The 
teacher started talking but 
Miller tuned her out.  

Miller wondered if she 
was in trouble. She realized 
she was being taken to the 
principal’s office. 

“I just want to say how 
proud of you I am,” Principal 
Dr. Stephen Covert said. 

“What are you talking 
about?” Miller asked. 

“Your awesome poem of 
course!” Covert said. 

Miller was confused for a 
second but remembered the 
poem she wrote for English.

“I thought I got like a B or 

something on it,” she said. 
“Nope, we entered it into 

the National Poetry Compe-
tition, and you got first place. 
They even made a new cat-
egory dedicated to you. The 
Pine View Community is very 
proud of you! The elemen-
tary newspaper wants to in-
terview you, and the national 

news wants a piece of you too! 
Let’s get you to class first, I’m 
sure you want to talk to your 
classmates,” said Covert, with 
a huge grin. 

They walked to class. 
Miller noticed everything was 
awfully quiet. She wondered 
why she didn’t hear the nor-
mal hustle and bustle of kids 
running around and talking. 
As Covert opened the door, 
Miller saw her classmates, 
teachers, parents, and report-

ers all there cheering. 
“Poe!” they shouted. 
The classroom, which 

used to be filled with student 
artwork, was now instead 
filled with party decorations. 
A banner with Miller’s name 
and school picture, which she 
cringed at when she saw it, 
balloons, party streamers, and 

even… 
“Cake!” Miller ex-

claimed. 
After the celebrations 

ended, it was time for every-
one to finally hear the poem 
read by Miller herself. 

“The moment that we 
have all been waiting for: 
Poe Miller reading her 
amazing poem,” a reporter 
said. 

“‘Me’, by me,” Miller 
said. 

“I like turtles, they are 
cool / In the winter, I am in 
school / You read soccer, I 
have hair / Wind is fun, in 
the air,” Miller read. 

As Miller finished, the 
loudest applause was heard 
throughout the entire build-
ing. Her parents teared up, 
Covert was jumping up and 
down, and the teacher was 
shaking hands with the re-
porters. 

“I thought you guys were 
all joking and making fun of 
me at first, but ‘Me’ is truly a 
good poem. In fact, it’s amaz-
ing!” Miller said.

 A Poe-tic Poem
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[a column]

You have time

Lora Rini,   
Match Editor-in-Chief

Happy winter break, 
Pine View elementary! It’s 
hard to believe that this 
school year is already half-
way over. While this thought 
is probably exciting and re-
lieving for many of you, for 
others, it may inspire a feel-
ing of dread. 

Maybe your grades ar-
en’t as good as you wish they 
were, or you haven’t won a 
game all season, or your new 
friends don’t really seem to 
get you. 

No matter what’s going 
on, feeling like you’re run-
ning out of time can be real-
ly scary. But I’m not here to 
freak you out! Quite the op-
posite, actually. 

Believe me when I say 
that most of the things you’re 
doing right now won’t have 
a lasting impact on your fu-
ture, at least as far as school 
is concerned. Obviously you 

need to retain basic math 
concepts, but you have a lot 
of time before your grades 
impact what college you’ll 
get into. While it’s great to 
develop good study habits, a 
couple B’s and C’s never hurt 
anybody. 

In terms of athletics and 
extracurriculars, don’t be 
afraid to try new things. Even 
if you aren’t great at first, re-
member you always have the 
potential to get better with 
practice. If you enjoy doing 
something, that’s all that ma-
ters. 

Most importantly, you’re 
still growing as a person! As 
you get older, you’re proba-
bly going to change a lot. If 
at some point, you find that 
you’ve outgrown the people 
and things you’re surround-
ed with, that’s completely 
fine. 

You’re still learning, so 
don’t worry, and make sure 
you have fun while you’re still 
a kid! You really do grow up 
faster than you think. 

Take this break to have 
fun and decompress, and 
when you come back to 
school, try to have a more 
positive outlook. Instead of 
focusing on what you don’t 
have, appreciate what you do. 
Keep your vision focused  to-
ward the future, not the past. 
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