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by Robyn Schoenberg

Every day, elementary 
students at Pine View look for-
ward to recess. The old play-
ground stood strong as the 
social center for second-grade 
and third-grade students for 
years. It saw games, friend-
ships, and drama, but all these 
things took a toll on its struc-
ture. Paint was peeling, mon-
key bars breaking, and its age 
started to show. Now, a new 
and improved framework has 
taken its place. 

Near the end of April, the 
school district informed Pine 
View they were due for an 
upgraded playground. There 
was a meeting set up with 
Asst. Middle School Princi-

New Year, New Playground
Pine View Opens the New Playground to the Students

PHOTOS BY ROBYN 
SCHOENBERG

pal Melissa Abela, who over-
sees facilities at Pine View, the 
district member in charge of 
the project, the district facili-
ties manager, and second and 
third grade teachers.

The teachers had the 
chance to add their opinion 
on what should be changed 
and what should stay the same. 
One big topic of conversation 
was something that students 
have been wanting for years: 
swings. 

“We were worried about 
kids jumping off of them and 
not using them correctly, and 
we totally thought the teachers 
were going to be like, ‘we don’t 
want swings, they are too dan-
gerous,’” said Abela. “It was the 

opposite; they actually wanted 
the swings.” 

Rules were put in place 
regarding the swings and stu-
dents have been great at fol-
lowing them. Swings were a 
hit. 

“I think even some of our 
secondary students are a little 
jealous because they didn’t get 
to enjoy that part when they 
were that age,” said Abela. 

Besides the swings, many 
new features were incorpo-
rated, including a musical el-
ement, elaborate rope webs, 
spinning seats, a massive slide, 
and even an elevator.  

“You usually get a line to 
go down the elevator,” said 
Sara Kolsky, a third-grade 
teacher at Pine View.

Even with all these new 
enhancements, students no-
ticed something was missing: 
the dome. 

“The kids used to love 
climbing on that. That actually 
was in pretty good condition 
because it had been installed 
later… and we had told them 
that we were going to keep it,” 
said Abela. “Well, inadvertent-
ly, they ripped it out.” 

Abela reached out to the 
district afterward, and now a 
brand-new dome is on its way. 
It is expected to be installed 
near the beginning of Novem-
ber. 

One of the difficulties met 

in the process was timing. The 
playground was ripped out 
early in the summer because 
it was supposed to be done 
before the school year started, 
but it wasn’t finished until after 
the school year started.

“Our first week of school 
was a little hairy and chaotic 
because we didn’t have a play-
ground for the kids to play on 

yet,” said Kolsky.
Despite the challenges, 

this playground has been a 
huge success. Abela is excited 
by the new playground and 
optimistic about its future.

“I feel confident, I’m hap-
py that that the students have 
a really safe place to play on. 
So, that right there, that’s what 
makes me happy.”

As three students step onto the new rope web, one walks 
onto the web and the other lays down on the ropes. There 
once stood a coil-shaped slide and a slippery grey rock 
wall where the rope web stands. 

A student climbs the new blue structure. It is a replacement 
for the old jungle gym that had problems with paint peeling.

The new playground equipment stands strong in the after-
noon light. The playground is sure to give students fun mo-
ments for many years to come.
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‘Pine View News’ Reporting Live!
by Nathan DeSouza
	 Lights, cameras, ac-
tion! An upcoming project 
at Pine View is expected to 
commence near the end of 
November.

Pine View News (PVN) 
will be a morning announce-
ments program offered to 
grades 2 - 10 that will be 
broadcast over the whole 
campus and will deliver news 
in a way that is appealing 
to all students. Fifth-grade 
teacher Shannon Wynne, the 
initiator and project manag-
er for PVN, requested this 
initiative. 

At her previous school, 
Wynne was also involved 

in the broadcast program, 
which influenced her deci-
sion to bring it to Pine View.

“I had a passion for it, 
and I loved it, and it’s a great 
way to start the day,” Wynne 
said.

In PVN, students in 
grades 2 - 10 will work 
alongside each oth-
er to provide Pine 
View with a news 
report. Apart 
from creating 
u p p e r c l a s s -
men relations, 
PVN will also 
offer many other 
skills that can poten-
tially prove to be beneficial 

to students’ development. 
For example, anchors 
and backstage 
hands working 
on the news 
p r o g r a m 
will learn 

leadership, speak-
ing, and 
te c h n i c a l 
skills. 

Students 
involved in 
the program 
will also gain 

e x p e r i e n c e 
on how to use 

equipment and to 
work in a studio envi-

ronment. Not only will the 

project hold great benefits 
for the present, but 

it will also prove to 
be beneficial in the 
future.

“I just think 
that there is an 
excitement, and it 
brings the school 
together… especial-

ly when you know 
what’s going on and it’s 
brought to you in a way that’s 
fun and more entertaining,” 
Wynne said. 

Often, clubs offered at 
Pine View are only accessible 
to middle and high school-
ers. PVN offers that kind of 
club experience to elemen-

tary schoolers. Opening the 
doors to this creative envi-
ronment for students from a 
young age could even instill 
an interest they otherwise 
would not have discovered.

This year’s Teacher on 
Special Assignment, Eileen 
Cabrera, expressed the value 
of having a broadcast pro-
gram such as PVN, and how 
it can influence student in-
terest in the future.

“It [PVN] creates sort 
of a naturalistic pathway to-
wards joining our journalism 
program in the future,” she 
said.

GRAPHIC BY NATHAN DE-
SOUZA

GRAPHIC BY JIAYI ZHU
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IN BRIEF

Read-A-Thon

Cardboard Carnival

Amidst the creative air of imaginative creations, a fifth-grade 
student works on a cardboard project in the theater room. 
Students start with brainstorming and then move on to the 
building process. PHOTO BY ALY ZALESKI

Birthdays

Picking their prize, students chose between rewards like  Ru-
bik’s cubes and stress balls October 6, the last day of Read-A-
Thon. Funds rasied go towards PVA initiatives to support Pine 
View. PHOTO BY TERRY SHEN

by Terry Shen
The Pine View Associ-

ation (PVA) recently put on 
the annual fundraiser: Read-
A-Thon. The event ran from 
September 22 to October 6. 
Students read books from any 
genre of their choosing and re-
corded the number of minutes 
they spent reading.

These logged minutes 
translated into funds raised 
as well as prizes given out by 
the PVA. Prizes ranged from 
water bottle stickers to Pine 
View Rubik’s cubes to wire-
less speakers. The top overall 
reader was awarded a $150 
gift card, and the class with 

the most reading minutes was 
awarded a pizza party.

The funds raised provide 
resources that are given back 
to the Pine View community 
through agenda books, equip-
ment and materials for teach-
ers, construction of the recent 
playground, and more.

Read-A-Thon Chair, 
Christi Sparrow, explained 
that one of the goals of Read-
A-Thon is to encourage the 
love of reading.

“Keep trying new styles 
and ask your friends what they 
like to read. Maybe you’ll find 
a new series or something new 
that excites you,” she said.

by Aly Zaleski
The sounds of a new proj-

ect in the works travel through 
the theater room in Building 
16 as students’ creative cogs 
turn amidst the construction 
of an entirely new genre of car-
nival game.

The fifth-graders from 
the classes of Andy Vitkus 
and Shannon Wynne have 
dedicated their Fridays to 
pure imagination with new 
creations. Students have been 
challenged to create a carnival 
game made of cardboard.

Deemed the “Cardboard 
Carnival,” these creations 
were shared at the Pine View 
Fair—an idea cultivated by 
fifth-grader Sawyer Haenel. 

“We express our ideas 
through a game that we can 
share with others,” Haenel 
said.

Not only are these stu-
dents sharing their ideas out-
side the classroom, but also 
with each other as well.

“The kids could use their 
thought process and STEM 
thinking or use their creativity 
to think outside the box… You 
put all that together and find a 
partner that’s maybe the oppo-
site of you and it works really 
well,” Wynne said. 

This combination of 
thinking has built a new and 
unique experience for the 
growing minds of the Pine 
View fifth-graders.

Nov. 2
Melissa Germanio’s

birthday

Nov. 15
Peggy Barber’s

birthday

Nov. 3
Mackenzie Fox’s 

birthday

Dec. 15
Carole McLaughlin’s 

birthday
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Movie Review: Nimona

by Sanya Patel
Warning: The following 

contains spoilers!
What may seem like 

your average animated 
film about a young female 
protagonist taking the 
world by storm is so much 
more. 

“Nimona” is the story 
of a knight who spent his 
whole life fighting for the 
queen, only to be framed 
for her death. With the 
help of a strange “girl” he 
finds along the way, he 
works to find out who the 
real killer is and restore 
his reputation in the king-
dom. With many twists 
and turns, the char-
acters present a 
very emotional 
story about two 
people just 
trying to find 
their place 
in the 
world.

E v e n 
with the movie 

having more of a 
younger target audi-

ence, I (a twelfth-grader) 
would give it a 9/10 given 
that people of any age can 
enjoy this film.

The movie opens with 
a very dystopian environ-
ment with a kingdom di-
vided by a wall to protect 
it from the “monster” on 
the other side. 

Ballister, one of the 
knights in training, is 
about to be knighted by 
the queen when a mysteri-
ous laser shoots out of his 
sword, killing the queen. 
An outcast on the run, it is 
then that he is approached 
by Nimona, a little girl 
who just can’t seem to 

leave him alone, begging 
to be his supervillain 
sidekick. 

Ballister soon finds 
out that Nimona is a 

shapeshifter, and 
can transform 

into any animal 
or person that 

she wants to 
be.

He re-
fuses  all 

p l a n s 
t o get re-
venge,   a n d 
in an 
at te mpt 
to speak  to   
someone i n 
charge, he is 
jailed. 

Upon Nimona break-
ing him out, they team 
up to uncover who really 
committed the crime.

One thing I really ap-
preciated in this film was 
the nuanced use of col-
or theory. There are very 
subtle distinctions in color 
between each char-
acter to repre-
sent their 
p ers on-
alities. 

F o r 
o n e , 
e v e r y -
one in 
the palace 
wears white 
and gold clothing, 
typically signaling that 
they are the good guys. 
Even as a soldier in the 
palace, Ballister has always 
worn black, a simple signal 
that he is not like the other 
soldiers. He is also the first 
commoner turned soldier 
to make it as far as he had, 
so he is viewed differently 
by the rest of the guard.

Nimona’s main color 
is a pinkish-red, which is 
the color of her hair and 
every animal. It’s the small 
things in films that I have 
really learned to appreci-
ate, and this film displayed 
it perfectly.

The one thing that I 
didn’t like about the sto-

ryline was the 
lack of expla-
nation about 
the wall. 
In their 
kingdom, 
there is a 
wall sepa-
rating the 
k i n g d o m 

from what 
we later 

find out is 
the forest where 
the “monster,” a 
strange beast that 
nearly destroyed 

the kingdom 
years ago, was 

f i r s t 

found. 
But the film 

never shows the build-
ing of the wall and who 
decided that this was best 
for the kingdom. 

When Ballister is be-
ing hunted by the palace 
guard, the idea of jumping 
over the wall and starting 
a new life on the other side 
is mentioned. I think in-
cluding the building of the 
wall and knowing what is 
on the other side would 
have added more to the 
plotline.

O v e r -
all, this 
was a fan-
tastic mov-
ie and I am 

so glad I gave 
it a watch. 

Based on the cov-
er and the ads I 
had seen, I didn’t 
know much about 
it beforehand and, 

honestly, didn’t 
think I would like it. 

I ended up loving the 
message that it sends: 
anyone can be a hero, no 
matter who you are or 
what your past is. 

I think all ages will 
be able to enjoy this film. 
If you are fond of movies 
like “The Sea Beast” and 
“Luca,” this is a movie you 
won’t want to miss.

GRAPHICS BY ELENA HER-
MAN
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A Vibrant Violinist
by Madelyn Bailey

Fourth-grader Aaliya 
Mittal is a unique kind of 
performer. Instead of choos-
ing to play a sport, she has 
decided to dedicate herself 

to the violin.  
Mittal has been play-

ing the violin for over two 
years. Since then, she has 
learned how to play 19 
songs and she has 

performed 
in seven re-
citals so far. 

She was inspired to start after 
watching a violinist’s perfor-
mances on Youtube.

“I saw the girl [Tay-
lor Davis] 

‘Dance the night away’
by Andrew Ashby

Fifth-grader Thomas 
Yemofio discovered his love 
for dancing three years ago. 
Ever since, he has been mak-
ing great strides in the dance 
world. 

Before discovering his 
passion for dance, Yemo-
fio was involved in various 
extracurricular activities, 
including Taekwondo and 
Capoeira (an Afro-Brazilian 
martial art).

“I never thought I would 
get into dancing,” Yemofio 
said.

Despite being a new-
comer to the dance scene, 
Yemofio has already achieved 
great success. He has won 

several awards at local dance 
competitions.

“I couldn’t have done it 
without my amazing dance 
teachers,” Yemofio said.

Karyssa Wong, one of 
Yemofio’s dance teachers, has 
noticed Yemofio’s growth in 
dance throughout the years.

“…Seeing him grow from 
where he started at age, like, 
three and four, to where he is 
now with all of his tumbling, 
and tricks now that he can 
do. So, it’s really, it’s really 
awesome,” said Wong.

Yemofio enjoys dancing 
and plans to continue danc-
ing in the future with the 
goal of improving his skills 
in the activity. Yemofio’s story 

serves as a reminder that it’s 
never too late to discover 
your passion and pursue 
your dreams.

“I would want to get bet-
ter [in the future],” Yemofio 
said.

Mittal skillfully plays the violin on and off stage. 
She has worked hard on the violin for the past two 
years. 

Yemofio enjoys dancing any 
chance he gets. He has been 
doing dance for three years 
and plans to continue.
PHOTOS PROVIDED BY 
LESLIE BAVIAK

playing the violin and then I 
got really interested.” Mittal 
said.

At the moment, Mittal 
attends violin lessons at Eliz-
abeth Farrell Music. Mittal 
typically spends about half 
an hour practicing the vi-
olin every day.  Mittal feels 
confident about her ability 
to play the violin because 
she has performed well in 
her lessons and has liked 
most of the songs that she has 
learned. 

Mittal’s parents have 
been a very supportive force 
in her violin playing.   

“I do not know anything 
about the violin, but I en-
courage her every time,” said 

Mittal’s mother, Radha Mit-
tal.

Mittal is not the only one 
in her family to play the in-
strument. Mittal’s older sister, 
Aaniya Mittal, a fifth-grader 
at Pine View, also plays.

Mittal works hard to 
learn how to play the violin, 
and she has made signifi-
cant improvements over the 
past few years. She does not 
plan to stop playing any time 
soon.  

“She is still learning all 
the skills of the violin,” Radha 
Mittal said. 

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY 
RADHA MITTAL
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Students ‘kick off’ daily soccer matches

Mateo Pavon
fifth-grade 

Gurbaj Singh
sixth-grade

With eyes on the ball, students play a game of soccer during fields. The games occur every-
day at fields from 12:30 to 1:00. PHOTO BY EMMY LI

Students chase after a player as he heads toward the oppos-
ing goal. Fifth-graders play both with and against sixth-grad-
ers. PHOTO BY EMMY LI

by Jiayi Zhu
A new tradition has 

hit the fields and has ef-
fectively achieved its goal 
of exciting both elementa-

ry and middle 
school students.

Organized by   
Campus Security 
Aide James Haw-

kins and Para Aide Robert 
McGuire, known to most 
students as Mr. James and 
Mr. Bob, fifth-grade and 
sixth-grade students now 

have the 
opportuni-
ty to play 
a m o n g s t 
each other 
while stay-
ing active. 

The dai-
ly soccer 
m a t c h e s 
have built 
a friend-
ly sense of 
competition 

amongst the students, 
and continue to allow stu-
dents from different grade 
levels to bond in new ways. 

PHOTO BY EMMY LI



the match • October 27, 2023 sports 11
‘Tri’ to keep up with him!
by Megan Ma

With his hands in the 
air and a look of tired 
happiness on his face 
as he flies across 
the finish line, 
f i f t h - g r a d e r 
Michael Ma-
sica is a Tri-
Monster — a 
youth club for 
triathletes — 
and competes 
in the classic 
three event race. 

The youth tri-
athlon consists of a 
200-meter swim, six-mile 
bike ride, and a one-mile 
run. This is his third season 
competing and he has par-

ticipated in 14 races.  

Ma-
sica, at only 10 years old, 
races in the 11-year-old age 

category, which means he 
competes at double the dis-
tance he had before. 

Masica enjoys compet-
ing in the multi-event race, 

and said that running is 
very nice and calming.

“I’m a good swim-
mer, and I like biking, 
it’s very fun for me, and 
I also like running a 
lot…” Masica said, “I just 

wanted to do something 
where I can do the stuff 

I like to do altogether and 
that’s how I got into doing 
triathlons,” 

Deb Peters, Masica’s 
coach at Trimonster, Masica 
also has a strong character.

“Michael is also a great 

teammate, and this year 
took on s o m e 
l e a d e r - ship 
in help-
ing a 
couple of 
newer kids to 
the team,” Peters said. 
“He is not afraid 
to push himself, 
and has learned 
how to pace him-
self well to 
conserve 
e n e r g y 
to be 
s t r o n g o n 
the run, which is the 
last leg of the race.” 

Masica’s father even took 
an interest in triathlons and 

competed in his first ever 
this year, join- ing in 

on the f u n . 
M a -

sica, an 
avid swim-

mer, biker, runner, 
and tennis player is set 

up for great successes in 
the future as he continues 

to compete. 
“He is really great at 

setting personal goals for 
himself at each race that are 
achievable, but also a bit of 
a stretch,” Peters said.

PHOTOS PROVID-
ED BY DEB PETERS 
AND LEIGH WI-
ERICHS



Why do sudden heat waves happen?

by Ava Lenerz
While everyone was sup-

posed to be outside enjoying 
nature this summer, there 
were days when it was almost 
unbearable to go outside. 
Sarasota had its hottest sum-
mer yet with an average tem-
perature of 85 degrees Fahr-
enheit—and cities all over the 
country reached triple digits. 

These record high tem-
peratures were due to a heat 
wave over the United States; 
heat waves like this are be-
coming a common oc-
currence.

According to the 
United States En-
vironmental Pro-
tection Agency, 
the frequency of 
heat waves “…
has increased 
steadily, from 

an average of two heat waves 
per year during the 1960s to 
six per year during the 2010s 
and 2020s.”

But what is a heat wave, 
and why do they happen? 

As defined by the Na-
tional Weather Service, a heat 
wave is “a period of abnor-
mally hot weather generally 
lasting more than two days.” 
The heat waves this summer, 
however, lasted much lon-
ger than two days and will 
only get longer due to global 
warming. 

Heat waves occur when a 
high-pressure zone in the at-
mosphere pushes downward 
on the warm air and traps it 
there to continue heating, 
like a lid 
o n 

[student question submission]
Question submitted by Rani Grewal

12 student question the match • October 27, 2023

top of a pot. This system 
where the heat wave takes 
place is known as the heat 
dome.

Some people might think 
the increase in heat waves 
depends on Earth’s rotation 
around the sun. Though heat 
waves do commonly occur in 
summer because of the angle 
of the Earth to the sun, the 
increase in amount of heat 
waves is due to global warm-
ing.

Global warming is the 
increase in the temperature 
of the Earth due to increased 
carbon dioxide (CO2) in the 
atmosphere. Basically, the 
excessive amount of CO2 re-
leased goes into the air and 
covers the earth like a blan-

ket, thus, heating it up.
Hotter places are 

already at high-
er risk for heat 

waves, and 
with global 

w a r m i n g 
tempera-

t u r e s 
w i l l 
o n l y 

i n -

PHOTO BY SANYA PATEL

GRAPHICS BY AVA LENERZ

crease. As reported by the 
New York Times, “The warm-
er baseline contributes to 
extreme-weather events and 
helps make periods of ex-
treme heat more frequent, 
longer and more intense.”

Heat waves are no joke. 
On average, there are 700 
heat-related deaths nationally 
each year, so it is important 
now more than ever to find 
ways to stay safe from the heat.

Heat waves and climate 
change go hand-in-hand, so 

working to reduce the world’s 
carbon footprint will help 
lower global temperatures, 
which decreases the number 
of heat waves — a necessary 
change.

Even with heat waves oc-
curring, don’t stop spending 
time in nature. The outdoors 
are a beautiful and fun place 
to pass time, just make sure to 
take extra safety precautions 
when going out in hot weath-
er.
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by Ana Easter
While the idea of sitting 

down to enjoy a good mov-
ie may sound engaging, do 
you really want 
to spend your 
time focused on 
a screen, 
straining 
y o u r 
e y e s 
f o r 
h o u r s 
on end as you 
watch images pass by? 

Although the appeal of 
flipping through the pages of a 
book has been lost in time, en-
gulfing yourself in a book will 
always be a better use of both 
time and energy than watch-
ing a movie.

There are endless ways 
to picture the characters, set-
ting, and events while read-
ing a book. Details serve as 
guidelines, but the rest is up 
to the reader. In movies, there 
is no room for imagination. 
There is a set actor for every 
character, a set background 
for every setting, and a set 
manner in which the events 
unfold. Books exercise your 
brain, allowing you to think 
in depth about what is hap-
pening, testing your creative 
thinking skills, and boosting 
your imagination.

The reason movies are 
popular is because they are so 
short. It only takes a few hours 
for a series of events to unfold, 

whereas a book with the same 
plot would take days to read 
entirely. This can be seen in 
the Harry Potter series, where, 

according to whythebook-
wins.com, the average 

reading time for each 
book is 8 - 10 hours, 

while the movies average 
just two and a half hours. 
Watching the movie 
saves time, but many 

aspects of the book are lost 
in the process of condensing. 
Backstories, along with en-
tire character existences are 
removed for the sake of time. 
An example of this is Charlie 
Weasley who is not featured in 
any of the movies.

Books are also a lot better 
for your health than movies. 
Settling down with a book 
creates a sense of relaxation 
that just cannot be acquired 
through staring at a screen. 
Reading books can reduce 
stress, blood pressure, heart 
rate, and muscle tension. 
Reading not only improves 
your health but also increases 
your memory. Movies do just 
the opposite as researchers 
have found that watching tele-
vision is actually associated 
with memory loss.

The next time you want 
to experience a thrilling jour-
ney through a plot, consider 
choosing a book over a movie. 
They are much more detailed, 
inspiring, and better for your 
well-being.

by Timothy Nesanelis
I still remember the first 

time I watched the Harry 
Potter movies. Cozied up on 
the couch with my family, en-
joying the magic of Hogwarts 
play out in front of my eyes. 
We were fixated on the screen, 
watching the action and laugh-
ing at the jokes. There’s abso-
lutely nothing that compares 
to the feeling you get watching 
a movie, not even reading its 
literary counterpart. 

Seeing a movie is a much 
more social experience. Un-
less you get somebody to read 
beside you at the same pace, 
you’ll never truly get the ex-
perience of reacting, laughing, 
and investing into a story with 
somebody else. A study from 
the California State University 
at Northridge suggested that 
watching movies can increase 
our emotional intelligence 
and also help in improving 
social connectivity, which can 
further strengthen your bonds 
with people.

When a movie comes out, 
it’s a great time for friends to 
go to a theater together and 
watch a movie in one sitting, 
which you can’t do with a 
book release.  You can share 
your thoughts on the plot, 
characters, and themes 
immediately, but it takes 
a while to discuss a new 
book with somebody 
due to everybody read-
ing at different paces.

As students, it is so much 
easier to find just two hours 
of time to watch a complete 
movie than the much longer 
amount of time it would take 
to read such a detailed book 
with long paragraphs of de-
scriptive adjectives that can 
be summed up within a single 
frame in a movie.

In “Harry Potter and the 
Sorcerer’s Stone,” the book 
takes three whole pages of 
description to describe how 
Hogwarts looks to Harry after 
seeing it for the first time. The 
movie, however, is able to rep-
licate this magical feeling with 
just two camera angles in un-
der 20 seconds.

Yes, books are certainly 
great, too. The fact that with 
just an imagination, one is able 
to turn words on a page into 
their own unique interpreta-
tion that nobody else has seen 
is precious. But when it comes 
down to it, it’s so much easier 
and timely to watch movies, 
and it’s a much better time to 
watch them with your 
friends, too.

Pro-books Pro-movies

Movies
or 

Books?

GRAPHICS BY ANA EASTER, 
TIMOTHY NESANELIS AND 
JIAYI ZHU
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‘Hex-tra’ Haunted
by Lindsay Luberecki
October 31, 5:45 pm

My name is Hal E. Ween. 
As Pine View’s resident 
ghost-hunter, I’m spending 
a night on our playground, 
which has been home to 
some strange events recently. 
I can’t help but notice that this 
coincides with the loss of our 
old playground and the dawn 
of our new one… Tonight, I’m 
determined to get to the bot-
tom of this!
8:30 pm. 

This is unbelievable! I 
was doing a lap around the 
playground with my fancy 
ghost machine (just a mag-
net) and I saw something 
move. I spun around and I 
was face-to-face with a giant 
spider! When I looked more 
closely, I realized it was blue…
and metal…more like a dome. 
A dome with bright green 
eyes!

It’s the old jungle gym—
back with a vengeance. I’m 
hiding underneath the slide 
now, and I think it stopped 

chasing me.

10:37 pm. 
It turns out 

the slide wasn’t 
much safer. As 

I left my refuge and tried to 
climb up to seek some high 
ground, it felt like something 
was wrapping its arms around 
me. I rolled over in shock, 
expecting to see a ghost or a 
vampire. 

Instead, it was the tube 
slide from last year. Narrowly 
escaping its grasp, I slid down 
and ran toward the swings. 
But when I looked back…
there was nothing there. Just 
the new blue slide remained, 
looking as innocent as ever.
11:57 pm. 

I recently noticed a 
strange light coming from the 
swings. As the image behind 
the yellow glow came into fo-
cus, I saw fireman’s poles and 
monkey bars in a creepy cir-
cle. The ghostly playground 
equipment was slowly spin-
ning and chanting:“We’re still 
here! We’re still here!”
November 1, 7:12 am.

I’ve just woken up after I 
noticed the bright sun shin-
ing in my eye. And I think I’ve 
come to a conclusion about 
this Halloween mystery.

The old playground 
equipment may be replaced 
with the new and exciting, 
but it isn’t gone. The ghosts 
remain, making sure future 
students never forget them. 
Halloween seems to be when 
they’re most active—next 
time you’re on the play-
ground, make sure to say “hel-
lo” to the jungle gym or wave 
to the monkey bars.

by Kai Sprunger
As a fourth-grader, 

I have seen many of my 
peers attempting to evade 
getting in trouble by mak-
ing excuses. Sure, your 
dog ate your homework 
as a late-night snack or 
you failed the test because 
your siblings mistook 
your textbook for a color-
ing book. But, believe me 
when I say that my excuse 
was true. 

“Do you care to ex-
plain to your parents why 
you are here, Connie Art-
ist?” My teacher, Ruth L. 
Esse, croaked.

“You see, it’s a long 
story,” I said, beginning 
my tale.

With all the kids on 
the playground to impress 
and Halloween creeping 
up, I knew I had to find 
a good Halloween cos-
tume. My genius plan was 
to sneak into Ms. Esse’s 
classroom during lunch 
to steal a pair of scissors 
and some white fabric to 
make an incredible ghost 
costume. 

However, while 
searching for the supplies, 
I heard raspy breath-
ing and footsteps on 
the ground behind me. 
Thump. She was at the 
door. I quickly ran over 
to her closet, shutting the 
doors behind me.

To my surprise, what 
met my eyes was not 
shelves of crafting sup-
plies or wooden walls of 
a closet. A thick forest 
stretched endlessly across 
the horizon—its trees, the 
size of 10-story buildings, 
loomed over blades of 
grass that nearly came up 
to my chin. Yet, it was the 
giants towering over me 
that shocked me the most. 

With a story like this, 
my face could be the next 
thing on the front page 
of The Match—I’d be fa-
mous! But, I guess that a 
humor page would suffice.

Although I was hidden 
amongst the grass, I was 
not safe for long—a giant 
ambled towards me, un-
aware of my existence. His 
foot nearly crushed me, 
but I rolled out of the way 
just in time, relieved that I 

A Cosmic Discovery

would live to see another 
day (after all, I had both a 
Halloween costume and a 
Match interview to crush).

But then, it hit me. 
My backpack was on 
the ground, complete-
ly crushed by the giant’s 
foot.

“And so you see, Ms. 
Esse, this is why I couldn’t 
turn in last week’s home-
work assignment,” I said, 
finally finishing the story.

“Next time, you should 
really just say that your 
dog ate your homework or 
your little sister mistook 
it as a coloring book—at 
least those excuses are half 
believable,” Ms. Esse re-
sponded, disappointed as 
she began to write out a 
referral.

GRAPHICS BY LINDSAY 
LUBERECKI AND KAI 
SPRUNGER
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[a column]
Old Becomes New

Jiayi Zhu,
Match Editor-in-Chief

Before the beginning of 
every school year, I always look 
forward to buying new school 
supplies. When I was younger, 
I remember excitedly picking 
out perfectly sharpened pen-
cils and crisp notebooks, in-
sisting that I absolutely needed 
a new box of crayons, even 
though I had some from last 
year. At the time, this was per-
fectly reasonable because my 
torn, dirty box of missing cray-
ons was obviously no fit for the 
new school year.

Years later, I still lose my 
supplies all the time. But now, 
I realize it’s bound to happen, 
and that’s okay.

While every new year is a 
fresh start, it is also a contin-
uation of experiences. Each 
missing crayon in the box rep-
resents your latest drawing or 
colorful story. In other words, 
something “old” and “used” be-
comes new and original.

The rounded edges of my 
old eraser represent the mis-
takes I’ve made to perfect my 
math homework. The dulled 

tips of my colored pencils re-
mind me of all the artwork I’ve 
made. The more I use some-
thing, the more that it becomes 
dirty and old. The more I use 
something, the more value it 
holds in my heart.

Things change, and some-
times things go missing. That’s 
okay. It’s bittersweet, but it’s 
possible to fill in these gaps 
with what you do have. I can 
always mix blue and yellow if I 
lose the green crayon.

Losing things made me 
appreciate the things I had. 
What if I lost both the green 
and blue crayons? I would be 
forced to color in yellow trees 
and grass. What if I had an ar-
gument with my best friend? 
I would have no one to laugh 
with at lunch. It’s important 
to remember the true value of 
the things around you during 
difficulties. Change means that 
many things don’t last forever, 
including both good and bad, 
so appreciate every second.

With every new year 
comes additional brush-
strokes, colors and shapes on 
your life’s canvas. However, it 
will never be the same crayon, 
paintbrush, or pencil. Every 
experience is important, even 
if it goes missing later.

As we near the end of the 
third month of school, remem-
ber to appreciate every col-
orful memory you will make 
throughout the year. 


