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A Shower of Creativity

student corner

A Cuban Tree frog hangs on the side of 
a pole just outside of Building 17. The 
Cuban Tree frog is just one of many an-
imals that call Pine View’s campus its 
home. PHOTO BY TIMOTHY NESANE-
LIS

Third grader Moussa Pekker proud-
ly shows off his gold medal at 
the AAU Junior Olympics. Pek-
ker took up the sport last January.  
PHOTO PROVIDED BY SITORA PEKKER
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GRAPHIC BY JIAYI ZHU

From Viewer to Doer
by Madelyn Bailey

Watching and listening 
to her instructor teach her 
class a new dance move, sec-
ond grader Kayla Matta pre-
pares to try a new Hip Hop 
dance involving flips. 
Matta started dancing 
near the beginning of 
the school year at Stage 
Door Studios in Sara-
sota.

Even before she 
started dance classes, 
Matta had been inspired 
to start by watching skilled 
dancers on YouTube show off 
their moves.

“I saw some content that 
people do dancing and I usu-

ally copy their moves,” Matta 
said. 

Since starting lessons, 
Matta has learned how to 

take skills learned from the 
internet and expand them 
with new techniques.

“We’re learning tricks 
where we flip,” Matta said. 

Although learning 
new skills comes with 

challenges, Matta’s 
second grade teacher, 
Melissa Germanio, is 
confident that Matta 
will continue to perse-

vere through any diffi-
culties she may face.

“If she struggles with 
something, she keeps work-
ing at it and she doesn’t get 
frustrated” Germanio said.

Matta’s determination 
and patience can be seen by 

all of her classmates during 
the school day.

“She’s very friendly and 
o u t g o -
ing and a

g o o d 
friend to 

e v e r y b o d y . 
She never gets up-
set with any of the 
other kids, she’s pretty easy-

going” Germanio said.
Inside and outside of 

the dance studio, Matta has 
proven herself to be a hard 
worker who will achieve 
great things.

“She’ll just keep working 
at it and practicing and put-

ting the work in that 
needs to be done to 
try and improve her-

self,” Germanio said.

PHOTO BY 
MADELYN BAILEY  

G R A P H I C 
BY TIMOTHY NESANELIS
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A Southern Black Racer snake peaks out from underneath the 
colorful panels on the walls of Building 4. Be careful around 
small, dark spaces, as snakes will often make these places their 
homes. PHOTO BY TIMOTHY NESANELIS

An Eastern Gray squirrel snacks on the crumbs of a student’s leftover lunch in the Quad. 
Animals are not supposed to digest food meant for humans, so please clean up after yourself 
and throw your waste into the trash can. PHOTO BY TIMOTHY NESANELIS

The Brown Anole lizard is pictured on sidewalk and climbing 
the tree near Ethan’s Rock Garden. The Brown Anole is not na-

tive to Florida, and it is considered an invasive species. PHOTO 
BY TIMOTHY NESANELIS

The Cuban Tree frog on the left hides in the grass from predators, but the brave frog on 
the right hops on the side of the poles holding up the awning that connects to Building 17. 
During the hurricanes, this species of frog could be heard making loud croaking noises. 
PHOTO BY TIMOTHY NESANELIS
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by Jakob Roche
There’s an Olympian at Pine 

View School. In August, third grad-
er Moussa Pekker traveled to North 
Carolina to compete in the AAU 
Junior Olympics. In his di-
vision, he brought home 
the gold.

“It’s actually a real-
ly big event,” his mom 
Sitora Pekker said, 
“Once a year, they have 
the AAU Junior Olym-
pics … it was quite intense.”

Pekker took up fencing last 
January, just like his two older sisters.

He does epee fencing, which is 
one of the three major branches of 
fencing. In epee fencing, the entire 
body is a valid target area. Which 
means, unless any tournament-spe-

cific rules say otherwise, he can hit 
any part of his opponent’s body with 
the point of the blade to score a point.

Since the epee is the largest and 
heaviest type of fencing sword, it’s 

common for someone to 
immediately counterat-

tack. But before Pekker 
can start attacking and 
counterattacking, there’s 
something he must do.

“ You have a wire that 
you connect to your blade, 

and then you plug it into the 
strip,” he said.

Once his epee is hooked via a 
ground wire into the piste (what the 
fencing play area is formally known 
as), any hits he makes can be regis-
tered. All in all, he’s done this for 
106 tournament matches.

Pekker said that epecially before 
starting a match, “you get nervous a 
lot, and your heart starts pumping.”

“It’s a very stressful event. It’s 
hard to picture it with words. You just 
constantly have tension everywhere,” 
Sitora Pekker said.

But, despite the stress, Pekker 
can handle himself once he’s in the 
match.

“He is really strong 
in his mind … He pulls 

himself together whenever needed, 
and it’s a really tough sport mentally. 
I truly respect that about him,” Sitora 
Pekker said.

Pekker is many years away from 
being eligible to compete in the offi-
cial Olympic Games. But right now, 
he’s off to a great start. So 
keep an eye out at the 2032 
Olympics.

by Jenna Hinck
As high schoolers, the Match Staff 

remembers all the fun games we used 
to play in elementary school. We decid-
ed to play these games together all these 
years later. 

The Match staff consists of Ed-
itor-In-Chief Ava Lenerz, Asst. Edi-
tors-in-Chief Ana Easter and Timmy 
Nesanelis, and Layout Artists Anna 
Zhang and Jenna Hinck. Now, let’s in-
troduce the games.

The first game we played was 
“What time is it, Mr. Fox?” 

In this game, the players ask “Mr. 
Fox” what time it is. The time the fox 
says is the number of steps the players 
must take towards him. If the players 
ask what time it is, and the fox says, 
“LUNCH TIME!” Then they must run 
away and try not to get caught. If they 
are caught then, they join in as foxes. 

In our game, Nesanelis was the Mr. 
Fox. We had so much fun with this game 
and the students on the playground saw 
and wanted to join in! Pretty soon, we 
had almost the whole playground of 
kids playing with us.

The other game we played was 
Four Square. The squares represent 
King, Queen, Rich and Poor. 

The objective of the game is to 

bounce the ball in someone else’s 
square and make it difficult for them 
to rebound your bounce into another 
square. 

If the ball lands in your square and 
you can’t get it or it double bounces, 
then you are out, and everyone moves 
up a ranking in the squares. 

Lenerz was in the lead most of the 
game, as King, but soon enough, all the 
Match Staff had reached King’s square. 

The Match had a lot of fun rem-
iniscing on their days in elementary 
school playing on the playground. It’s 
crazy how fast the elementary school 
days go by. 

Playing these games was a nostal-
gic experience for all of us. We hope 
you go out and play these games if you 
haven’t already!

 PHOTOS 
PROVIDED BY 

SITORA PEKKER

Match tries: Playground Games!

An Olympic-Sized Advance

“Mr. Fox” Timothy Nesanelis shouts out the time as Ava Lenerz, Jenna Hinck, 
Ana Easter, Anna Zhang, and five second graders walk diligently towards him. 
By the end of recess, about thirty kids had joined the Match staff for an incredibly 
exciting game of “Whats Time is it, Mr. Fox?” PHOTO BY KATERINA MAZZO
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by Lindsay Luberecki
Have you ever wondered what it 

would be like to be a grown-up for a 
day? For some elementary students 
at Pine View, this question became 
reality. 

With Halloween approaching, 
a group of third graders decided to 
dress up as their teachers for a cos-
tume party. 

“We wanted to be our teachers 
for the day!” third grader Fayk A. 
Dolt said. “I wore a skirt and a sweat-
er, my friends wore dresses, Pine 
View shirts, etc. And it was great—a 
totally normal day! Until…”

The next morning, things 
changed. 

“On my nightstand, instead of 
water, there was a Pine View Tervis 
Tumbler full of coffee,” third grader 
Imes Tuck said. “Then, it was like a 
force possessed me to make my own 
breakfast and drive myself to school!”

Tuck, Dolt, and three other stu-
dents were seen behind the wheel 
that morning. 

“I felt like I needed to get to class 
to make sure my lesson plan was 
together, and then it hit me!” Dolt 
said, “Somehow, I had woken up as a 
teacher!”

The five third graders who were 

stuck as teachers led their classes the 
whole day, but it was a day unlike any 
other. Math lessons were replaced 
with ice cream parties, recess lasted 
four hours, and read-alouds turned 
into sing-alongs. 

“Maybe it was the coffee, but I 
was really excited to teach!” Tuck 
said. “By the end, though, I was ex-
hausted. I think I’m better off being 
a student.”

When Wednesday morning 
rolled around, the third graders 
woke up—nightstands normal, les-
son plans out of their minds. But the 
strangeness wasn’t over. 

“When I got to school, I made 
a joke about when I was a teacher,” 
Dolt said. “Everyone looked at me 
like I had three heads,” no one had re-
membered anything unusual about 
the previous day.

It seems that Dolt, Tuck., and 
the three other third graders are the 
only ones who remember the Tues-
day when teachers and students 
switched. So, to the readers, we ask: 
do you remember? 

GRAPHIC BY LINDSAY LUBERECKI
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Spooky Switch-up

GRAPHIC BY ANA EASTER

GRAPHIC 
BY ALY 
ZALESKI
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[a column]
Seize the day and 
have fun!

Ava Lenerz,
Match Editor-in-Chief

Before I start giving any 
advice, here is a little about 
myself. My name is Ava Len-
erz and I am a junior at Pine 
View School, and I have been 
here since second grade. I am 
the Editor-in-Chief of this 
newspaper, so I hope you en-
joy it! 

Anyways, with the start 
of the new school year, there 
is so much to look forward to. 
From the wax museum to Bi-
zTown, the fun never ends in 
elementary school. 

Because that’s what this 
time really is about for you—

having fun.  
Over the summer, my 

sister, who just began second 
grade at Pine View, was ask-
ing me about my experiences 
when I was her age so many 
years ago.  

Thinking back on it, I 
was reminded of all the good 
times I had, the friends I 
made, the games I played, and 
so on.  

That’s when I realized 
something important: ele-
mentary school is the time to 
make mistakes and see what 
you enjoy without stressing. 
You are meant to be having 
fun and live in the moment. 

The memories you are 
currently making will stick 
with you for years to come, so 
make sure you can look back 
fondly on them.  

Now as the everlasting 
Latin phrase ‘Carpe Diem’ 
suggests, seize the day and 
live life to the fullest!


