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Seize the day and have
fun!

A Cuban Tree frog hangs on the side o
a pole just outside of Building 17. The
Cuban Tree frog is just one of many an
imals that call Pine View’s campus it

home. PHOTO BY TIMOTHY NESANE
LIS

EER %
U
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Third grade Moussa Pekker proud-
ly shows off his gold medal at
the AAU Junior Olympics. Pek-

Thanking our sponsors

. . A Shower Of Crea’rivi’ry ker took up the sport last January.
The Best Bedtime Stories PHOTO PROVIDED BY SITORA PEKKER
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Bobby Velasquez

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL COUNSELOR -~

What did you do before coming to Pine View School? e |

“l was a guidance counselor in Seminole County” . i

Tell me a little about yourself? .l -

“...I've been a school counselor, this will be my fifth year.” -"..i-'f-’,. 3 Y, O
=7 ls— ) ~— 7,9

Whats a fun fact about yourself? < ' iq, _ j”

“l love food, sports, going to the beach, [and] I'm always happy to talk about life.” 21

Why did you become a guidance counselor?
‘I became a counselor to help people to get to what their goals are faster with less stress in between.”

What are you looking forward to this year?

“Just getting to know people, I'm still new, getting to know where kids are at certain times and putting faces
to names.”

GRAPHIC BY KATERINA MAZZO

Woleomlng third grade teacher Katelyn Jordon:

Tell me about yourself: “| graduated from college in 2022 from Florida Southem College in
Lakeland with my Bachelor’s in education. | was a kindergarten teacher for two years...and I'm

doing my third year of teaching here.”

Why did you become a teacher?: “I started as a biochem[istry] major...and | realized | did
not really like being in a lab. | decided to go with my gut instinct, which was to go to school for
teaching. And I'm very, very glad | made that decision.”

What's been your favorite part about teaching at Pine View so far?: “The students
for sure. They're very, very bright, and it's nice to see children that are so excited about going to school, and the staff here is
wonderful. Everybody is very organized and structured, and most importantly, all the fellow teachers and the principal are very

|J’J’

helpful.

What are you looking forward to this year?: “'m really excited about the upcoming projects. My students are doing
STEM fair, so that will be really exciting to see...'m just excited about the memories that we'll all make with the kids and seeing
them grow academically and probably grow in height as well, but that's what 'm most excited for, for sure."srapHic BY JivAl ZHU
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From Viewer to Doer

take skills learned from the
internet and expand them
with new techniques.

“Were learning tricks
where we flip, Matta said.

Although learning
new skills comes with =
challenges, ~ Matta’s
second grade teacher,
: Melissa Germanio, is

- | confident that Matta
| will continue to perse-

/ vere through any diffi-
culties she may face.

“If she struggles with
something, she keeps work-
ing at it and she doesn't get
frustrated” Germanio said.

Mattas  determination
and patience can be seen by

by Madelyn Bailey ally copy their moves,” Matta
Watching and listening  said.
to her instructor teach her

the school day.

class a new dance move, sec-
ond grader Kayla Matta pre-
pares to try a new Hip Hop
dance involving flips. /
Matta started dancing
near the beginning of
the school year at Stage |
Door Studios in Sara- |
sota.

Even before she
started dance classes, \¢
Matta had been inspired
to start by watching skilled
dancers on YouTube show off
their moves.

“T saw some content that
people do dancingand I usu-

everybody.
She never gets up-

Since starting lessons,
Matta has learned how to

all of her classmates during

“Shes very friendly and
' outgo-

set with any of the
other kids, shes pretty easy-

going” Germanio said.

Inside and outside of
the dance studio, Matta has
proven herself to be a hard
worker who will achieve
great things.

“She'll just keep working
at it and practicing and put-
ting the work in that
needs to be done to
try and improve her-
\ self, Germanio said.

PHOTO BY
MADELYN BAILEY

GRAPHIC
BY TIMOTHY NESANELIS

*Parental guidance advised. Use scissors with caution
Materials:

* Orange paper (3)
*Green paper (1)
#ScissorsX

+<Glue or tape

¥ Coloring supplies

fold all drdes in haff. Cut
_ out a leaf pattern on one
half of the green drd.
Make sure not o aut off Too
much/

»

Cut out three orange Gluee or Tape the
‘s dirdes that are about 6 orange Girdles
S © ', inches long. Gl out one Together as shown
green drde of the same To creale @ paper
¥ size. + pouch.

MARE, YOUR OWN TRICK-OR-TREAT BAG!

Glmortapet}m badk of
the green drde to the
bad of the bag. You
may also add a stem.

¥

o Decorate your

P A bag. Happy
A 1 trick-or-

GRAPHIC BY JIAYl ZHU
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BeSt Bedtime

“Where The Wild Things Are”
fl)’ Maurice Sendak
We’re all wild things inside, especially
Max, who is king of the wild things.
Don’t you want to learn about his
kingdom?

Tella [ua i
el

“Stellaluna”
!.i).'_]c'li;'('” Cannon

Stellaluna is a young fruit bat who is
ad()ptcd by some very kind birds. How
birds and bats are very different. Can
Stellaluna’s bird family and bat family se
their differences aside to become friends?

by Don Freeman
Corduroy is a bear who wants
very badly to have a friend, but
how will he be bought if he’s

missing a button?
<

r’J}' Robert Munsch
Sometimes the princes we want to marry
are bums. Elizabeth learns this after her
castle is burnt down by a very haughty

dragon Ell’ld Shk‘. llélS to save llCl‘ pl‘iIlCC.

»

“Guess How Much I Love You”
.".i).-' Sam McBratney
I bet you couldn’t guess how much little
Nutbrown Hare loves big Nutbrown
Hare. I'll give you a hint: it’s very, very
much.

e

/’\
GRAPHIC BY ELENA HER

en’rer’roinmen’rS

A\
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GRAPHICS BY TIMOTHY NESANELIS

The Cuban Tree frog on the left hides in the grass from predators, but the brave frog on Gray squirrel snacks on the crumbs of a student’s leftover lunch in the Quad.
the right hops on the side of the poles holding up the awning that connects to Building 17. Animals are not supposed to digest food meant for humans, so please clean up after yourself
During the hurricanes, this species of frog could be heard making loud croaking noises. and throw your waste into the trash can. PHOTO BY TIMOTHY NESANELIS

PHOTO BY TIMOTHY NESANELIS
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SQUIRREL GRASSHOPPER

The Brown Anole lizard is pictured on sidewalk and climbing | A Southern Black Racer snake peaks out from underneath the
)__ the tree near Ethan’s Rock Garden. The Brown Anole is not na- colorful panels on the walls of Building 4. Be careful around

tive to Florida, and it is considered an invasive species. PHOTO small, dark spaces, as snakes will often make these places their
BY TIMOTHY NESANELIS homes. PHOTO BY TIMOTHY NESANELIS
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An Olympic-Sized Advance

by Jakob Roche

Theres an Olympian at Pine
View School. In August, third grad-
er Moussa Pekker traveled to North
Carolina to compete in the AAU
Junior Olympics. In his di-
vision, he brought home
the gold.

“It’s actually a real-
ly big event,” his mom
Sitora  Pekker said,
“Once a year, they have
the AAU Junior Olym-
pics ... it was quite intense.

Pekker took up fencing last
January, just like his two older sisters.

He does epee fencing, which is
one of the three major branches of
fencing. In epee fencing, the entire
body is a valid target area. Which
means, unless any tournament-spe-

cific rules say otherwise, he can hit
any part of his opponent’s body with
the point of the blade to score a point.

Since the epee is the largest and
heaviest type of fencing sword, its
common for someone to
immediately ~ counterat-
tack. But before Pekker

can start attacking and
counterattacking, there’s
something he must do.

“You have a wire that
you connect to your blade,
and then you plug it into the

strip,” he said.

Once his epee is hooked via a
ground wire into the piste (what the
fencing play area is formally known
as), any hits he makes can be regis-
tered. All in all, he’s done this for ¢
106 tournament matches.

Pekker said that epecially before
startlng a match, you get nervous a
lot, and your heart starts pumping’”

“Its a very stressful event. Its
hard to picture it with words. You just
constantly have tension everywhere,
Sitora Pekker said.

But, despite the stress, Pekker
can handle himself once hes in the
match.

_ (GRKAER
L} ’ F.l’

“He is really strong
in his mind ... He pulls &_ ""’

Matich tries: Plaxground Games'

The Ma consists of Ed-
itor-In-Chief Ava Lenerz, Asst. Edi-
tors-in-Chief Ana Easter and Timmy
Nesanelis, and Layout Artists Anna
Zhang and Jenna Hinck. Now, lets in-
troduce the games.

by Jenna Hinck

As high schoolers, the Match Staff
remembers all the fun games we used
to play in elementary school. We decid-
ed to play these games together all these
years later.

“Mr. Fox” Tlmoihy Nesanelis shouts out ihe hme as Ava Lenerz, Jenna Hinck, .
Ana Easter, Anna Zhang, and five second graders walk diligently towards him.
By the end of recess, about thirty kids had joined the Match staff for an incredibly

exciting game of “Whats Time is it, Mr. Fox?” PHOTO BY KATERINA MAZZO

The first game we played was
“What time is it, Mr. Fox?”

In this game, the players ask “Mr.
Fox” what time it is. The time the fox
says is the number of steps the players
must take towards him. If the players
ask what time it is, and the fox says,
“LUNCH TIME!" Then they must run
away and try not to get caught. If they
are caught then, they join in as foxes.

In our game, Nesanelis was the Mr.
Fox. We had so much fun with this game
and the students on the playground saw
and wanted to join in! Pretty soon, we
had almost the whole playground of
kids playing with us.

The other game we played was
Four Square. The squares represent
King, Queen, Rich and Poor.

The objective of the game is to

himself together whenever needed,
and it’s a really tough sport mentally.
[ truly respect that about him,” Sitora
Pekker said.

Pekker is many years away from
being eligible to compete in the ofh-
cial Olympic Games. But right now,
hes off to a great start. So

keep an eye ' out at the 2032
Olympics. -

—
> -;'h(‘-
‘\/
) ;;P’ -

PHOTOS
PROVIDED BY
SITORA PEKKER

bounce the ball in someone elses
square and make it difficult for them
to rebound your bounce into another
square.

If the ball lands in your square and
you cant get it or it double bounces,
then you are out, and everyone moves
up a ranking in the squares.

Lenerz was in the lead most of the
game, as King, but soon enough, all the
Match Staffhad reached Kings square.

The Match had a lot of fun rem-
iniscing on their days in elementary
school playing on the playground. Its
crazy how fast the elementary school
days go by.

Playing these games was a nostal-
gic experience for all of us. We hope
you go out and play these games if you
haven't already!
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Spooky Switch-up

by Lindsay Luberecki

Have you ever wondered what it
would be like to be a grown-up for a
day? For some elementary students
at Pine View, this question became
reality.

With Halloween approaching,
a group of third graders decided to
dress up as their teachers for a cos-
tume party.

“We wanted to be our teachers
for the day!” third grader Fayk A.
Dolt said. “T wore a skirt and a sweat-
er, my friends wore dresses, Pine
View shirts, etc. And it was great—a
totally normal day! Until..”

The next
changed.

“On my nightstand, instead of
water, there was a Pine View Tervis
Tumbler full of coffee,” third grader
Imes Tuck said. “Then, it was like a
force possessed me to make my own
breakfast and drive myselfto school!”

Tuck, Dolt, and three other stu-
dents were seen behind the wheel
that morning.

‘I felt like I needed to get to class
to make sure my lesson plan was
together, and then it hit me!” Dolt
said, “Somehow, I had woken up as a
teacher!”

The five third graders who were

morning,

things

stuck as teachers led their classes the
whole day, but it was a day unlike any
other. Math lessons were replaced
with ice cream parties, recess lasted
four hours, and read-alouds turned
into sing-alongs.

“Maybe it was the coffee, but I
was really excited to teach!” Tuck
said. “By the end, though, I was ex-
hausted. I think I'm better off being
a student”

When  Wednesday morning
rolled around, the third graders
woke up—nightstands normal, les-
son plans out of their minds. But the
strangeness wasn't over.

“When I got to school, I made
a joke about when I was a teacher,
Dolt said. “Everyone looked at me
like T had three heads,” no one had re-
membered anything unusual about
the previous day.

It seems that Dolt, Tuck., and
the three other third graders are the
only ones who remember the Tues-
day when teachers and students
switched. So, to the readers, we ask:
do you remember?

GRAPHIC BY LINDSAY LUBERECKI

M
N M

h U m O r match jr. ® November,1, 2024
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The truth about koalas that they won't tell you
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BY ELENA HERMAN

put all my ducks in a box,

Then threw in some cheese and some socks,
They quacked and yawned,

I put the socks on,

\rlc:w they’'re warm cheesy quackers that talk!

A

- ~
4 Today when my teacher asked me, \

// “Which letter is wet and salty?” |
/ // | thought and thought
and thought a lot

|
I
o and then proudly answered “the ct/
~ —_

7
My breakfast banana was locked--

{
| Inearly slipped, | was so shocked! XY

| My mom told me ‘\
| “the thing you need

I\is a mon-key to get it unstopped.”

e — I I I I
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[
I
|
I
I
|
I
I
I
|
I
I
|
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
|
|
\




match jr. ® November 1, 2024

A special thank you to our sponsors...

Our publication would not have been possible without
the gracious support of our sponsors. We sincerely thank
you for your contributions.

Silver Sponsors

JQuest at Temple Sinai

Bronze Sponsors

The Rakay Family
[HG Hotels and Resorts

Family Sponsors

The Cirka Family
The Lieberman Family
The Majorsky Family

[a column]

Seize the day and

hqvefun!

s f’ . 8
. S— =

Ava Lenerz,
Match Editor-in-Chief

Before I start giving any
advice, here is a little about
myself. My name is Ava Len-
erz and I am a junior at Pine
View School, and I have been
here since second grade. I am
the Editor-in-Chief of this
newspaper, so I hope you en-
joyit!

Anyways, with the start
of the new school year, there
is so much to look forward to.
From the wax museum to Bi-
zTown, the fun never ends in
elementary school.

Because thats what this
time really is about for you—

having fun.

Over the summer, my
sister, who just began second
grade at Pine View, was ask-
ing me about my experiences
when I was her age so many
years ago.

Thinking back on it, I
was reminded of all the good
times I had, the friends I
made, the games I played, and
SO on.

Thats when 1 realized
something important: ele-
mentary school is the time to
make mistakes and see what
you enjoy without stressing.
You are meant to be having
fun and live in the moment.

The memories you are
currently making will stick
with you for years to come, so
make sure you can look back
fondly on them.

Now as the everlasting
Latin phrase ‘Carpe Diem
suggests, seize the day and
live life to the fullest!

We want to hear from you!

As a student-run newspaper, we'd
love to receive any suggestions or
comments you might have for us! To
reach us you can write a letter and
ask the office to give it to Mr. Chris
Lenerz or email him on Outlook.

-The Match Staff



