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Pine View Fair
Birthdays

Students of all ages came to Pine View on a weekend for hours of fun spent with friends at the annual Pine View Fair on October 5, 
2024. Not only is the fair enjoyed by all, but it also helps fundraise for the many clubs and organizations Pine View has to offer. 
UNCREDITED PHOTOS BY AVA LENERZ

Nov. 2
Melissa Germanio’s

birthday

Dec. 18
Diana Siwicka’s

birthday

RECENT EVENTS

Nov. 3
Mackenzie Fox’s

birthday

Nov. 6
Meagan Jones’

birthday

Dec. 15
Mark Thorpe’s

birthday

PHOTO BY ROBYN SCHOEN-
BERG

PHOTO BY MADE-
LYN BAILEY

PHOTO BY TIMOTHY 
NESANELIS
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by Ana Easter
*Warning: Contains spoilers*

Stranded after a shipwreck, the 
robot Roz must survive on a remote 
island. The DreamWorks movie “The 
Wild Robot” follows Roz’s journey, 
which turns out to be much more than 
a quest for survival. As she navigates 
her new environment, Roz discovers 
what it means to belong.

This movie is an adaptation of the 
book by Peter Brown, and as doubt-
ful as I was that watching the movie 
would not live up to my experience 
reading the book for the first time, I 
was pleasantly surprised by how well 
it captured the essence of the story. 
The film brought Roz’s journey to life 
maintaining the heart and charm that 
made the book so special.

Roz gets washed up on 
the island and is greeted 
with hostile remarks from 
the animals that live there as 
she tries to follow her 

programming and help them with 
tasks. The movie follows Roz’ jour-
ney from a lonely, confused machine, 
to a nurturing figure that forms deep 
connections with the animals she en-
counters.

In her struggle to adapt to her en-
vironment, she falls on a goose nest, 
killing all but one of the eggs. She 
makes it her task to act as a motherly 
figure for the goose, who happens to 
be the runt, helping him eat and swim 
preparing him for the upcoming mi-
gration.

Despite being a robot and 
seemingly incapable of feeling 
human emotions, Roz devel-
ops a strong connection with 
the goose, who she names 
Brightbill, as well as the 
other animals that assist her 
along her journey.

The bonds that form between 
Roz and the animals she meets 

e nc o u r-

age viewers to think about empathy 
and caring for others despite 
differences. Because of the 
deep messages it leaves, this 
movie resonates with audi-
ences of all ages.

The animation was incredibly 
executed, capturing the island’s land-
scape and the details of the wildlife. 
Not to mention, the voice acting was 
very genuine, each animal had a dis-
tinct voice that matched their person-
ality.

The only critique that I had was 
that certain elements did not align 

with real life. It is understood 
that the setting is a future 

progression of the world 
we live in; however, cer-
tain parts of the story do 
not seem plausible. When 

Roz arrives at the island, 
she is treated with 

h o s -

GRAPHIC BY ANA EASTER

tility by the animals and ends up get-
ting chased off of a cliff, yet she remains 
able to function despite damages. 
Based on my experience with technol-
ogy, I don’t think a robot would have 
that kind of endurance even far into 
the future.

Ultimately, The Wild Robot is a 
beautifully crafted film. It combines 
great animation, relatable characters, 
and heartfelt storytelling, making it 
the perfect film for families. The mes-
sages it conveys are deep and mean-
ingful. I went to see it with my family 
and by the end, all our eyes were filled 

with tears.

‘The Wild Robot’ Movie Review
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The Pokémon Card Ninja
by Alex Lieberman

What can you do with Pokémon 
cards? Trade them, collect them, or, in 
fifth grader George Cao’s case, throw 
them. 

Cao, has been practicing for two 
years and learned the skill from his dad, 

Bin Cao. His father, saw the trick on-
l i n e and taught it to his son.

“Basically, you 
have to 
hold a 

card in a 
specific way 
and then 

you flick it 
with your wrist 

or your whole body,” Cao said, “I like 
to use my whole body so I get the far-

thest distance.” 
More interestingly, Cao Said“…

[My] style has never been recorded,”.
The card throwing distance that 

has held the world record since 2002 
is 216 feet and four inches; Cao said he 
can throw about half that.  

The record speed of a card throw is 
92 mph, and Cao is close.

“I’d probably say [they are] 70 to 80 
[mph],” Cao said about the speed of his 
throws. 

Cao is skilled when it comes to his 
passion. He focuses on “accuracy and 
power,” but has also mastered a difficult 
trick.

“I can go through two of these 
poles, like, dodging [them],” he said, 
gesturing to the blue poles under the 

campus awning. 
Many card-throwers use playing 

cards, but Cao prefers Pokémon cards 
for their light weight and sturdiness.  

“He learned and he practiced ev-
ery day,” Bin Cao said, remarking on 
his son’s devotion.

Because of his dedication, Cao is 
almost never without cards. 

“I always have them when I sleep 
or, when I just walk, in my pocket,” 
Cao said, “I even added them to my 
[ID] lanyard….”

Other enthusiasts upload record-
ings of themselves throwing cards, 
which he watches and plans to do in 
the future, “That’s how I’m going to get 
the world record one day,” Cao said.

Cao had one final takeaway about 

his hobby. “Whenever you’re card 
throwing,” he said, “you have to expect 
the worst and just hope for the best.”

Mystical Moves
her passion in life: dance. Gagnelius 
started her journey when she was two 
years old at her cousin’s dance studio, 
Dance With Us America, where she 
began learning ballroom dancing.  

When her family moved to Flor-
ida, she was unsure of which type of 
dance she wanted to pursue. So, Gag-
nelius dabbled in various forms of arts 
and sports like theater, singing, piano, 
swimming, and gymnastics, until de-
ciding to fully focus on dance last year.  

Currently, Gagnelius spends most 
of her time after school taking dance 
classes with Mystical Dance Studios 
and has fallen in love with dance.

“She just dances all day at home, 
if she is sitting and doing nothing, she 
is going to be dancing. Her life now 
is dance and that’s all she really talks 
about,” her mother, Veronica Gagne-

lius said. 
As of now, Gagnelius does various 

forms of dance, including ballet, jazz, 
and lyrical. Her favorite form of dance 
right now is lyrical.

“I like lyrical because it’s slower, 
and I’m not a person who likes to do 
really fast because it is harder, and I 
like to be more graceful,” Gagnelius 
said. 

She also enjoys dance due to the 
wonderful environment of her dance 
team and studio and has even learned 
many life skills through dance. 

“I learned that it’s important to be 
yourself, and at the beginning, when 
I started dance, I was like really shy…
but I learned to be less shy…and a lot 
of friends support me and when we 
do solo dances and I like to have that 
there because I have a lot of friends at 

dance, and it feels like a family,” Gag-
nelius said. 

In the future, Gagnelius wishes to 
compete in some individual compe-
titions and win a trophy of her own 
as well as to become Taylor Swift’s 
background dancer one day. With her 
passion and big leaps of courage, Gag-
n e l i u s will definitely shine 
brightly on the dance floor for 
a very long time.

by Athena Erbe
Every leap across the stage is a 

big leap into the future for fifth grad-
er Natalia Gagnelius, who discovered 

Fifth-grader George Cao poses with 
his cards. Unlike other card throwers, 
Cao prefers to throw Pokmon cards 
for their light weight and sturdiness. 
PHOTO BY ALEX LIEBERMAN

At a dance competition, fifth grader 
Natalia Gagnelius poses for a picture. 
Gagnelius dances for Mystical Dance 
Studios and has been dancing since 
the age of two. PHOTO PROVIDED BY 
VERONICA GAGNELIUS
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by Andrew Ashby
The defensive tackle 

of the Kansas City Chiefs 
sprints down the field. Just as 
the opposing runner tries to 
cut to the left, he leaps, swip-
ing a flag from his opponent’s 
belt. 

This is a glimpse into the 
life of fourth grader Jordan 
Hinck, a student-athlete who 
has spent the last three years 
playing flag football for the 
Venice Flag Football League.

For his team,  dubbed the 
Kansas City Chiefs,  in refer-
ence to the NFL team of the 
same name Hinck plays both 
defensive tackle and center 

,which are pivotal roles that 
require strength, reflexes, and 
a good understanding of the 
game.

Ja m e s 
H i n c k , 
Jordan’s fa-
ther, who 
serves as 
the coach 
of the team 
explained 
more in-
depth how 
to play.

“ [ I n 
football] the center normal-
ly snaps the ball to a quar-
terback, and then they  just 

block. Well, in flag football, 
[he] snaps the ball, which is 
most important, and then 

goes out 
for a pass, 
and they 
t h r o w 
to [him] 
s o m e -
t i m e s , ” 
J a m e s 
H i n c k 
said, “So, 
he’s had 
s e v e r a l 
t o u c h -

downs and extra points.”
During the spring, he 

juggles both baseball and 

flag football, managing his 
demanding sports schedule 
with ease. Hinck is just as ac-
tive off the field, excelling in 
both his sports and his stud-
ies. 

“If I have homework, I’ll 
just finish it on the drive there. 
But, if it’s a really hard game, 
then I do it immediately,” 
Hinck said.

Time management isn’t 
the only skill Hinck has im-
proved on. Through team 
sports he has learned the 
importance of teamwork as 
well.  “All of the boys are very 
important on our team, and 
they all work together to be 

the best that they can be as 
a team, not as individuals,” 
James Hinck said. 

That team spirit is some-
thing Hinck carries with him 
into all aspects of his life, 
whether he’s working on a 
school project or practicing 
for a big game.

With his supportive fam-
ily and dedicated coaches 
guiding him, Hinck’s future 
looks bright, both on and off 
the field. For now, though, 
he’s focused on his next prac-
tice, ready to snap the ball 
and make another play. Go 
Chiefs!

by Robyn Schoenberg
In elementary school, it 

seems like everyone around 
you is playing a sport, at 
least that’s how it was for me. 
I had friends in soccer, base-
ball, basketball, karate, and I 
wasn’t in any. By fifth grade, 
I felt like it was too late for 
me to start. Now that I’m in 
high school, I know that’s far 
from the truth.

One of my biggest rea-
sons, even at just 10 years of 
age, was thinking I was too 
old. The reality is, it’s nev-
er too late to start a sport, 
whether you’re eleven, 
twenty-five, even fifty 

There are many popu-
lar athletes that started 
their careers in high 
school or col-
lege even, and a 
growing com-
munity of 
people 

t h a t 
start as 
an adult, such as 
professional basket-
ball player Hakeem 
Olajuwon.

Although it’s easy 

to feel like you’re not experi-
enced enough, don’t fall into 

the trap of comparing 
yourself to others. 

The truth is, 
w h i l e 

t h e r e 
will always 
be someone 

that’s better than 
you, there is always 
something for you to 
gain and offer.

While it may be unc-

for able and discouraging at 
first, when you embrace the 
challenges and small steps 
you will improve and feel the 
rewards. In life there will al-
ways be learning curves, but 
the sooner you become fa-
miliar with this the better.

It may feel scary starting 
a new sport, but you won’t be 
left alone to figure it all out, 
you’ll be a part of the team. 
Your coaches and teammates 
are there to help, teach, and 
encourage you.

You will have so many 
opportunities to improve 
your fitness through practice, 
but no matter what age you 

start, it’s your character that 
shines through. The 2019 
NCSA State of Recruiting 
Report found that 35 percent 
of college coaches rank char-
acter as the most important 
quality in a recruit.

At the end of the day, the 
time will pass anyway. In five 
years, would you rather look 
back with a skill set and fond 
memories gained, or won-
dering what could have been 
because you never tried?

PHOTO PROVIIDED  BY 
JAMES HINCK

The Flag Football Star

[Better Whenever Than Never]
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Ten out of Ten(nis)
by Anna Zhang

Strategizing which move 
to hit next, fifth grader Aarya 
Strnad takes advantage of the 
court and hits a shot farther 
off to the side. The shot catch-
es her oppo-
nent  by sur-
prise, causing 

to stumble and miss the shot. 
The set is now over and she is 
in the lead. 

Strnad has been playing 
tennis for five years, hoping 
to become the tennis star she 

strives to be 
in the fu-
ture.

“I want 
to become 
one of the 
best tennis 

players. Tennis is sort of like 
a hobby now, however, later, 
I want it to be an actual job,” 
Strnad said. 

Strnad’s father, Steven 
Strnad, has inspired her to 
play tennis from an early age.

“Tennis teaches fairness 
because you and your oppo-
nent act as the referee. Tennis 
requires discipline and con-
sistent effort to get better.,” 
Steven Strnad said.

Strnad said she enjoys 
tennis for many reasons. “My 
dad likes to play sports, and 
he inspired me to play tennis,” 
Strnad said, “When I moved 
to Sarasota, I played tennis in 
Tampa. That is when I began 
to love the sport.”

Strnad has participated in 
various tennis competitions. 

When on the court, it is a test 
since there are no coaches or 
parents to direct, developing 
ones skill of self-reliance.

Strnad has played tennis 
two to three times per week 
since 2021. “She trains with 
Bunner Smith Tennis: Tour-
nament Players Program,” 
Steven Strnad said, “She has 
been playing with him for 
two years.”

She is very committed 
to tennis, “[She] has played 
in competitions in Saraso-
ta, Naples, Tampa, Orlando, 
and Chicago. She has also 
had practice matches in Cos-
ta Rica and India where she 
trained for two summers,” 
Steven Strnad.

  Tennis is one of those 
sports where critical thinking 

by Aly Zaleski
Talking big business on 

the green or swinging to win a 
competition, this is how many 
golfers see their sport. Fourth 
grader Elias Douglass, how-
ever, plays golf for a different 
reason. 

Starting three years ago, 
Douglass played at Plantation 
Golf & Country Club accom-
panied by his dad, Michael 
Douglass, and four of his sib-
lings. He recently switched to 
Heron Creek Country Club to 
work with a coach.

“When I started playing 
golf, I was using the wrong 

clubs in the wrong ways…
and then my dad asked me if I 
wanted to do lessons and I said 
‘Yes’,” Douglass said.

Growing up watching his 
family playing golf, Douglass 
always had someone to aspire 
to. When he started playing 
on his own, he grew to love the 
sport for what it was and be-
gan playing for himself. 

“He saw us play and want-
ed to play, too. He asked us 
to get him a set of clubs…and 
now he’s on his third set [of 
clubs],” Michael Douglass said.

Not only has Douglass 
grown to love golf for the 

sport, but also for what his 
golfing community stands for. 
Beyond just being a place for 
friends to meet, Heron Creek 
participates and promotes 
charity work through organi-
zations like the All Faiths Food 
Bank, encouraging golfers and 
members of all ages to give 
back.

The longer Douglass par-
ticipates in the sport of golf, 
the more often these values are 
encouraged.  

“It’s a discipline. It teaches 
you how to be patient... and 
how to set goals for yourself to 
improve each day,” Douglass 

said.
Douglass’ time golfing 

has brought him a new sense 
of community with both the 
people he’s met and the fam-
ily that is encouraging him to 
reach his full potential.

“It’s a great passion... It’s 
not for competition, it’s for 
fun,” Douglass said.

His next plans are to try 
out for the Pine View School 
golf team in middle school, 
so he can learn new skills and 
broaden his hori-
zons, taking the 
next step in his 
golfing dreams.

En(golf)ed in the game
GRAPHIC BY 
AVA LENERZ

Aarya Strnad is a dedicated ten-
nis player, participating in tour-
naments. The above photo is 
from her first Orange Ball Cham-
pionship. Strnad (left) can be seen 
playing in the Green Ball Tourna-
ment where she won first place. 
PHOTOS PROVIDED BY STEVEN 
STRNAD

and analyzing are required.
“I like to strategize what 

[to] do. You must figure out 
what would be the best shot 
to be able to make sure that 
the ball goes in while hitting 
hard,” Strnad said.

  With more opportuni-
ties to come, Strnad works to 
strengthen her tennis in every 
way.

“As she has grown, we’ve 
seen how tennis has helped 
her learn fair play, build a de-
sire to improve, self-reliance, 
and the power of working 
hard,” Steven Strnad said, 
“She has been lucky to train 
with some incredible players. 
This has made her want to 
match them and to get better.”
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by Ana Easter 
Did you know that the distance between the 

Earth and the Moon is about 238,900 miles? That’s 
about 30 times the diameter of the Earth! So, how 
did scientists figure out such a huge distance without 
a measuring device?

It was not easy to measure this great distance. It 
took many scientists and years of research to even get 
close to determining what we can now just look up 
on Google.

The first measurement of the distance between 
the Earth and the Moon was made by the Greek as-
tronomer Aristarchus around 300 BC. He observed 
the angle between the Sun and M o o n 
during different moon p ha s e s 
and used trigonometry (a 
math form) to compare 
them and estimate 
the distance.

 Although 
his measurements were 

not perfect, they laid the 
foundation for future astrono-

mers.
Later, around 190 BC, an astron-

omer named Hipparchus calculated the 
distance to the moon during a solar eclipse. 
Hipparchus looked at the eclipse from two 
different locations and used something 
called parallax to estimate the distance. 

You see parallax when you look at some-
thing with one eye closed, then you close the 

other and what you were looking at seems to 
shift. Hipparchus measured how much the shadow 

on the moon shifted then used this to estimate the 
distance to the moon.

Hipparchus 
and Aristarchus’ 
measurements 
were accepted for 
a really long 
t i m e , 
until a 

d i s c o v e r y in the 
18th century gave scientists a 
new method of measurement. 

A French astronomer named 
Jean-Baptiste Chappe d’Auteroche trav-
eled to watch Venus travel across the sun. 
He measured the angles of the transit and 
found a way to use math to calculate dis-
tance in space.

Fast forward to the 20th century, 
and scientists developed lasers that could 

bounce off the moon! During the Apollo space 
missions, astronauts left reflector devices on the 
moon that would reflect the light of a laser beam. 
Scientists on earth pointed lasers at these devices 
and measured the time it took for the light to travel to 
the Moon and back. They took the amount of time 
and divided it by the speed of light, about 186,282 
miles per second, and this gave them the distance to 
the moon: 238,900 miles.

It took a long time, but with the help of science 
and math, astronomers figured out how far the Earth 
is from the Moon without a ruler.

How did scientists measure the distance How did scientists measure the distance 
to the moon without a ruler?to the moon without a ruler?
[student question submission]
Question submitted by fourth grader Samantha SuhQuestion submitted by fourth grader Samantha Suh

PHOTO BY ANA EASTER
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Now Showing: Recycled Movies!
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‘Will I even use what I learn in the real world?’

by Terry Shen
Like many kids, Disney films were 

a large part of my childhood. “Frozen,” 
The “Toy Story” Franchise, “Monsters 
Inc.,” and more were some of the most 
memorable movies I’ve seen.

When Disney first started as a 
company, much of what they created 
was extremely innovative. From the 
realistic animated movement in “Snow 
White and the Seven Dwarfs” to incor-
porating bright and glowing colors in 
television, Disney continually pushed 
and redefined the boundaries leading 
the entertainment industry. 

However, it appears that the latest 
Disney movies are repetitive of their 
previous films and do not live up to the 
“Disney” concept of innovation. 

Take, for example, the sequels of 
“Moana 2,” “Mufasa: The Lion King,” 

by Timothy Nesanelis
Thinking back to elementary 

school, learning how to plot points on 
graphs and all the details of Florida’s 
history, one question was always float-
ing around inside my head: “When I’m 
older, will I even use this?”

As a student in my second year of 
high school, I hope to provide some 
useful input to this age-old question. 

Truly, there is not a true “one-size-
fits-all” answer. But really digesting 
what you’re learning now, not only 
helps you learn the basis for future 
classes, but also provides the begin-
nings for future careers.

According to the executive director 
of the Arizona K12 Center at Northern 
Arizona University, Kathy Wiebke, 

there is a significant emphasis on cur-
riculums being used to prepare stu-
dents to take a place in the workforce.  

If you want to be a writer or a 
lawyer “in the real world,” learning to 
recognize an author’s perspective and 
summarize a long text will help you un-
derstand how to convey your words in 
a clear and persuasive way. If you want 
to go into medicine or science, learn-
ing the basis of biology, chemistry, and 
math will prepare you for the difficult 
classes you’ll need to take through-
out high school, college, and medical 
school.

Clearly the circumstances have 
changed around this question since 
my time in elementary school with the 
introduction of Artificial Intelligence 

(AI). A lot of the things we learn can 
be done automatically through the in-
ternet, but a robot cannot teach you 
critical thinking skills the way your 
teacher does.

As AI gets to the point where 
anything can be generated at the tap 
of a button, we need to think 
critically about the infor-
mation we see on the in-
ternet and the best way 
to learn critical thinking 
is through the collab-
orative work envi-
ronment that 
elementa-
ry school 
provides.

No-
body knows what the 

future has in store for the current 
generation of elementary schoolers, 
but paying attention in school, even 

if it seems unnecessary now, can 
make the uneasy future just a 

little calmer.

“Frozen 3,” and “Zootopia 2.”
I enjoyed each of the original mov-

ies because they are all so unique from 
each other. The viewers could 
explore new settings, plots, 
characters, animation tech-
niques, sound 
effects, etc. 
Simply put: 
they were en-
joyable be-
cause of their 
uniqueness.

D i s -
ney now, 
it seems, 
has gone 
the di-
rection of 
c o n t i n u i n g 
existing sto- GRAPHIC BY 

TERRY SHEN

rylines as opposed to creating new 
ones. The fact of the matter is that when 
time and effort is devoted to sequels, 

less time is spent on new and origi-
nal ideas. 

This does not mean that 
sequels and multi-part 

movies are always bad. 
Rather, it 

is simply 
s a y i n g 

that Dis-
ney should 

c o nt i n u e 
to create 
new ad-
ventures 
and uni-
verses. It 
is refresh-
ing to see 

novel films and their storylines, such 
as the movies of “Elemental” and “En-
canto,” although these new ideas seem 
relatively rare nowadays.

An issue arises when a movie ends 
“happily ever after” and goes out with a 
bang, only for it to earn high ratings, so 
the movie is unnecessarily revived. One 
reason for this is because of money. If 
a show or movie earns a lot of money, 
the second one will too, right? Here’s a 
message to Disney from viewers: JUST 
BECAUSE WE LIKE THE MOVIE 
DOESN’T MEAN WE WANT SE-
QUELS!

Perhaps I will enjoy a few of or all 
of the sequels mentioned earlier. Nev-
ertheless, Disney should refocus on 
their mission of creating new, imagi-
native movies instead of tarnishing the 
reputations of beloved ones.
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by Timothy Nesanelis

The following interview 
was taken at an anonymous 
location within he swamp 
outside of the gym. There are 
mentions of squished frogs 
and a heartbreaking point of 
view previously hidden from 
the public. Proceed at your 
own risk. 

DETECTIVE (D): Can you 
state your name and why 
you’re here for the record? 

FROGGIN (F): My name is 
Froggin, and I was born just 
after Hurricane Debby. I’m 
here to share my side of the 

story: the story of Pine View 
School for the Frogs.

D: What are your earliest 
memories? 

F: I had turned 16 weeks old 
and was ready to attend my 
first day of school. My friends 
and family across the county 
had been loudly croaking all 
night to celebrate.  

D: What happened on that 
first day of school? 

F: It was a disaster, every-
where I looked I saw a wave 
of rolling backpacks and 
giant feet stomping on the 

concrete. I hopped as fast as I 
could, and while I was able to 
survive the Great Squishing, 
some us were, unfortunately, 
too slow. 

D: Why were you on the 
sidewalk instead of the grass? 

F: I know as frogs we’re told 
to go in the grass, but the 
sidewalk is so much faster, 
and we were already late for 
P.E., so we said “rib it” and 
walked on the sidewalk any-
ways. Never again will I make 
that mistake.

D: How has life been at Pine 
View after the tragedy? 

F: It’s been tough to say the 
least. There are few of us left 
now, so we’ve been much 
more careful with where we 
leap. The faculty is teaching 
us to get out of the way of 
students instead of just 
sitting there, which has 
helped us.

D: For the human read-
ers out there, what would you 
like to say? 

F: I understand, the sidewalk 
is your territory and the grass 
is ours, but just please watch 
where you’re stepping, you 
could save the life of a fellow 
frog like me. 

Froggin the Frog

GRAPHIC BY TIMOTHY NESANELIS

GRAPHIC BY ALEX LIEBERMAN

This is a parody of Rowley Jefferson’s 
comic strip in “Diary of a Wimpy 

Kid”



16focus the match • November 1, 2024

[a column]
Seize the day and 
have fun!

Ava Lenerz,
Match Editor-in-Chief

Before I start giving any 
advice, here is a little about 
myself. My name is Ava Len-
erz and I am a junior at Pine 
View School, and I have been 
here since second grade. I am 
the Editor-in-Chief of this 
newspaper, so I hope you en-
joy it! 

Anyways, with the start 
of the new school year, there 
is so much to look forward to. 
From the wax museum to Bi-
zTown, the fun never ends in 
elementary school. 

Because that’s what this 
time really is about for you—

having fun.  
Over the summer, my 

sister, who just began second 
grade at Pine View, was ask-
ing me about my experiences 
when I was her age so many 
years ago.  

Thinking back on it, I 
was reminded of all the good 
times I had, the friends I 
made, the games I played, and 
so on.  

That’s when I realized 
something important: ele-
mentary school is the time to 
make mistakes and see what 
you enjoy without stressing. 
You are meant to be having 
fun and live in the moment. 

The memories you are 
currently making will stick 
with you for years to come, so 
make sure you can look back 
fondly on them.  

Now as the everlasting 
Latin phrase ‘Carpe Diem’ 
suggests, seize the day and 
live life to the fullest!


