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Elections are very import-
ant, and they provide a win-
dow into how the country is 
run that just about anyone can 
peer through.  And in a class 
centered around the workings 
of the United States govern-
ment, what better way to learn 
than to view it in action?  

 However, elections aren’t 
always sunshine and roses.  
The 2024 election cycle has 
been chaotic, controversial, 
and divisive.  Important ques-
tions have been raised about 
who should be allowed to run 
for president for both parties.  
So how are our civics teachers 
approaching this, if at all?  

 Caroline Gannon, the 
head civics teacher of sev-

enth grade, is using it to guide 
students through the electoral 
process.   

“The election happens fairly 
early in the year and thus the 
curriculum. As we get closer to 
the election, discussions about 
voter registration and eligibility, 
the Electoral College and how it 
works will certainly take place, 
as to guide students through the 
process,” Gannon said. 

 Even after the election, be-
tween November 5 and January 
20, many important deadlines 
and events take place, and stu-
dents will learn about the ins and 
outs of it all.  

“As civics is the study of how 
government works, as well as 
the rights and duties of citizens, 

‘Always go the extra de-
gree!’ Inside the door to room 
212 is where all the magic 
happens. Where Pine View’s 
beloved eighth grade history 
and seventh grade Language 
Arts teacher, Kaitlyn Park-
es, resides in her classroom.  

This classroom is always 
full of energy and makes 
you do a double take at ev-
ery corner, from the Deathly 
Hallows poster on the white-
board to the Harry Potter Lego 
Statues on the bookshelf.   

“[‘Harry Potter’] is one of 
my favorite books. I like the 

friendship between the charac-
ters, the magic, and the action!”  

Before coming to Pine View, 
Parkes taught at Sarasota Middle 
School. Here at Pine View, she’s 
growing in popularity because 
of her vibe and teaching style.  

Kaitlyn Parkes stands in front of her Harry 
Potter Legos, the favorite part of her room! 
“I just think [the legos are] something not a 
lot of other people have, and it shows off my 
personality. I really like building legos!” 

PHOTO BY DIYA PANTHULU

“My favorite way to moti-
vate students is to give them 
really fun activities to keep 
them motivated,” she said.  

Parkes said students 
at Pine View are “amazing, 
hardworking, dedicated, the 
best of the best,” so, if you 
ever see her, give her a quick 
‘thanks for the compliment!’ 

it will be a great to be able to use 
the actual election as a direct 
example,” Gannon said. 

Whatever the results are, and 
whatever your personal polit-
ical views, this is sure to be an 
election and civics semester to 
remember.

Civics teacher Caroline Gannon instructs 
her students in class. 
PHOTO BY DIYA PANTHULU
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University study led by 
Denise Pope on the effec-
tiveness of homework, too 
much homework can lead to 
increased stress, which can 
lead to exhaustion. This is 
counterproductive and can 
cause a feeling of being over-
whelmed. A student’s ability 
to work under pressure is 
different, giving certain people 
an advantage while others might 
struggle.  

The same Stanford study 
explains how extra homework could 
reduce precious downtime that is 
needed for good sleep, time to re-
lax, and spending time with friends 
or family.   

“Homework takes time 
away from my free time and I gen-
erally sleep less when there is a lot 
of homework, homework is a big 
factor in me being sleep-deprived,” 

eighth-grader Christoper Kovacs 
said.  

Homework will always be 
ex-tremely important to learning, 
but finding a balance that makes 
room for students’ unique lives 
and help them learn new skills is 
important too.

By Jerry Liu
Homework significantly 

affects students’ lifestyles outside 
of school, affecting student’s time, 
mental/physical health, and can 
also strengthen learning by giving 
students practice on what they 
learned in the classroom. It can help 
build important skills such as time 
management or problem-solving, 
however, the amount of homework 
can also take a toll and have nega-
tive effects.  

For almost everybody, bal-
ancing homework with other tasks, 
including extracurricular activities, 
can be challenging and make it 
harder to stay focused on one sub-
ject.  

“I have a lot of after-school 
classes and sometimes I don’t have 
enough time to finish my home-
work,” seventh-grader Louis Chen 
said.  

According to a Stanford  
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Students use their lunch time to study and do 
their homework in the Media Center
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After 15 years of teach-
ing at Pine View and 27 years 
of teaching science in total, 
Hali Flahavan stood in front 
of flashing camera lights, re-
ceiving the STEM Teacher of 
the Year Award from the Air 
& Space Force Association. 

Mike Richardson, the Local 
Chapter representative, found 
out about Flahavan’s mentor-
ship of students through STEM 
Fair and suggested to Dr. Sarah 
Burkett, the High School Sci-
ence Curriculum Supervisor for 
Sarasota County Schools, nom-
inate Flahavan for the award. 

“I found out that I had 
won that for the West Coast 
region... I was extremely hon-
ored, but I didn’t expect the 
presentation to be quite as 
amazing an event as it really 
came out to be,” Flahavan said. 

Beloved physical science 
teacher Mrs. Hali Flahavan wasn’t 
always set on the path to STEM. 
Did you know that she used to be 
a business major? “I knew I want-
ed to be a teacher from the time I 
was in 5th grade,” said Flahavan. 

After taking a year off col-

lege, where she had been ma-
joring in business, Mrs. Flaha-
van said, “I did what I wanted 
to do and what I knew would 

Standing outside her 
room with a board that has a 
“Would You Rather” question 
on it,  Dr. Laura Segreto, who 
has a PhD in English Educa-
tion, makes it a point every 
day to greet each of her stu-
dents with a smile on her face.  

Segreto has been teaching 
for 33 years across the Unit-
ed States and in Spain. Pre-
viously, she was teaching at 
Sarasota Middle School, but 
switched schools to be closer 
to her son, who is currently a 
sophomore here at Pine View. 

Segreto teaches sixth 
grade world history.  

“I think the sixth grade 

Ancient Civilizations curricu-
lum is fascinating, and I believe 
that understanding the past 
can help students understand 
the present,” Segreto said. 

Recently, sixth grade  his-
tory students worked on a “CSI 
Investigation” for Otzi the Ice-
man, in which they were given 
a case file and had to work in 
teams to analyze artifacts. It was 
a fun way for students to use 
critical thinking skills to analyze 
evidence and support a claim.

“I try to engage stu-
dents through experiential, 
hands-on activities as of-
ten as I can,” Segreto said. 

She believes that what 

Hali Flahavan stands with Superinten-
dant Terry Connor when she receives her 
award. PHOTO BY MELISSA ABELA

make me happy through 
my career for many years.”  

She pursued her passion 
for teaching and science with 
a master’s in Curriculum In-
struction with a focus on STEM. 

Years later, Flahavan re-
ceived the award with her hus-
band and Dr. Covert there to 
cheer her on. “It was nice to 
have this whole support team, 
and I was just proud to receive 
the award. Sometimes teachers 
feel like nobody notices what 
we’re doing. There are people in 
the community who know what 
we’re doing to help our students.”

S o, with the utmost gratitude 
and pride, Mrs. Flahavan sends 
out her best wishes to teachers 
and students alike to keep learn-
ing, problem-solving, and show-
ing appreciation for each other 
in all endeavors, STEM or not!

sets Pine View apart from other 
schools is its 212° philosophy.  

“It is inspiring to be around 
students and teachers who are 
all striving to reach their high-
est potential,” Segreto said.

Dr. Segreto teaches her Ancient Civili-
zations History class. 

PHOTO BY DIYA PANTHULU
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 Fantasy football is more 
than just a fun side activity for 
students like Michael Ammirati 
(8), Noah Boock (8), and Eli Sim-
ones (8), it’s a serious competi-
tion. 
 Ammirati, who’s been 
playing for three years, takes a 
bold approach. 
 “I like to make a bunch of 
risky picks, so like boom or bust 
picks, that are either terrible 
or great, and just hope they do 
great!” Ammirati said. 
 His strategy is all about 
picking star players and keeping 
a close eye on injuries, especial-
ly on game day. 
 Boock, however, takes a 
simpler approach, relying on the 

ESPN app for recommendations. 
 “I take whichever one is 
on top, like the top recommen-
dations” Boock said. 
 His star player this year? 
Saquon Barkley.
  “He got a lot of points” 
said Boock. 
 Simones, who got into 
fantasy football through his 
friends, puts more thought 
into his draft picks, focusing on 
stats from last year and taking 
a chance on rookies. But, like 
his friends, managing injuries is 
tough. 
 “The hardest part is play-
ing around injuries.” said Sim-
ones. 
 

 For all three, fantasy foot-
ball has made watching the NFL 
even more exciting.
  “You start watching 
teams you didn’t care about 
before, just because you’ve got 
players on that team.” Ammirati 
said. 
 Boock also agrees, adding 
that watching his fantasy players 
perform makes the games more 
intense. 
 Whether it’s taking big 
risks, sticking with the top rec-
ommendations, or picking rook-
ies, many students around the 
nation are immersed in fantasy 
football and love every minute 
of it.

Health & Fitness

Fantasy Football
By Alakh Bhatt
Fantasy Football
By Alakh Bhatt
Fantasy Football
By Alakh Bhatt

Favorite 
Healthy Snacks 
to Eat

Favorite 
Healthy Snacks 
to Eat

Fruits

Smoothies

Yogurt

Protein Bars

Nuts

Other

Avocado Toast

Eggs



One small step for man, one giant leap back to the moon!   
Artemis II will be the first crewed test flight of SLS (Space Launch System) and the Orion 
spacecraft. The four crew members will conduct extensive testing in Earth orbit, then Orion will 
be boosted into a free-return trajectory around the Moon, whereby Orion will return to Earth for 
re-entry and splash-down.  
 Artemis II will be NASA's first crewed flight under the Artemis program and is expected to mark 
one serious step toward returning humans to the Moon.  

Scheduled for September 2025, Artemis II will fly astronauts on the Moon without 
landing, using the Orion spacecraft launched atop the mighty SLS rocket. It will test all the 
systems that will be required for deep space missions-to be certain not only that they are safe 
but also that they can perform reliably. 

On Artemis II, the travel around the moon will be farther than any human mission beyond 
Apollo. The main objective of this mission is to validate full functionality in Orion's life support 
systems and deep space navigation capabilities. It would also contribute to Artemis III, which 
would engrave the first signs of the astronauts' footsteps on the Moon surface in a period scaling 
over five decades.   
        Artemis II will gather vital information that would come in handy on more ambitious 
journeys through outer space.  

Mission to the StarsBy Nairiyat Takenova 

NASA Space ClubBy Diya Panthulu
With the start of the new school year, Pine View’s first quarter was filled with excitement and new oppor-

tunities. Students enjoy reuniting with friends and teachers, sharing stories about their summer adventures, and 
joining some new clubs. One of these clubs is the NASA Space club, created by sixth graders Connor Craig  and Paula 
Cuellar, and hosted by Earth and  Space science teacher Marie Rosander. Craig recalls his and Cuel-lar’s experience 
with a STEM Fair project centered on space exploration, and how it led to the idea of the space club.

“We just wanted to do something else about [space] because it was 
really cool… So, our parents organized a NASA club so that we could 
really know everything about NASA,” Craig said.   
At first, the club was supposed to be a place to learn about space.   
“The space club, from the beginning, was [Craig and Cuellar s̓] project,” 
Rosander said.  

When the club was being made, Pine View made a proposal to 
ARISS, which stands for Amateur Radio on the International Space 
Station. The pro-grams̓ goal is to establish contact between schools 
around the world and the ISS.   

“We didn't think that we were going to get [the opportunity to talk 
to an astronaut]. Less than a hundred schools in the entire world get it per 
year. And then we got it,” Rosander said.   
As a result of this, Pine View will be making a 10-minute live call to the ISS 
in 2025.  

“So now, this is all of a sudden bigger than them,” Rosander said. “This is a sixth-grade project now....
The ultimate goal of the NASA club is to  inspire and engage and motivate girls, boys, anybody who wants to 
learn more, be curious and maybe even like [Craig and Cuellar] career-wise choose an 
occupation...working with something that has to relate with engineering [and] space.”  

Joining the NASA Space club is one way to make an impact on the world. 

Sci-Tech
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GRETA BOSCARELLO

BRYCEN BOSCARINO KRISTIANA BUNN VERA CARDINALE
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Former School:
Imagine School
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Former Schools:
Southside 
Elementary
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Ashton 
Elementary 
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ROBERT KLIMUK
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Former School:
Tatum Ridge
Elementary
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Elementary 
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ANN RHEA LIJOY
Former SchoolFormer School:
Ashton 
Elementary 
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NINA MACHADO
Former School:Former School:
Fruitville 
Elementary
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ELLA MACINTYRE
Former School:Former School:
Venice 
Elementary
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TRENTON MONAHAN
Former SchoolFormer School:
Phillippi Shores
Elementary
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ABIGAIL MOODY
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Phillipi Shores
Elementary
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ANNA MORIARTY
Former SchoolFormer School:
Cathedral 
Catholic School
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ALLIE MYERS
Former SchoolFormer School:
Lakeview 
Elementary
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ANTHONY NASRALLAH
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Ashton 
Elementary
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LEAH NYVOLL
Former SchoolFormer School:
Englewood 
Elementary
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CARRIE-ANNE O’DONNELL
Former SchoolFormer School:
Sea Gate 
Elementary
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CHARLES PACUT

Former SchoolFormer School:
Out of Door 
Academy
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DAMION PETERSON-HAYNES
Former SchoolFormer School:
Gulf Gate 
Elementary
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Former Schools:
Southside 
Elementary
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Former School:
Fruitville
Elementary 
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LUCA POLITO GABRIEL REGAR AIMAR SAWICKI

ANDREW SCHARF BRADEN SCHWYN CALEB SILVESTRO

LUKE SIMMONS
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Former School:
Southside 
Elementary
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MAN SERINE

ELEANOR SIMS
Former School:
Florida Christian 
Academy
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HUNTER SORBINO

Former School:
Fruitville
Elementary
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JAYLIN SUNDERLAND
Former School:
Lakeview
Elementary 
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FIONA TENUTA
Former School:
Fruitville
Elementary 
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ALEXANDER VENESKY
Former School:Former School:
Phillippi Shores 
Elementary 
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VIVIENNE WEYRAUCH
Former School:Former School:
HomeschoolHomeschool
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MILES WILKES
Former School:Former School:
Fruitville Fruitville 
ElementaryElementary
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MYLES WOODY
Former School:Former School:
Venice
Elementary
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TIMOTHY WOOLLER
Former School:Former School:
Ashton
Elementary
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EVREN YILDIRIM
Former School:Former School:
Taylor Ranch 
Elementary
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BOAZ YOUNGELMAN
Former School:Former School:
Ashton 
Elementary
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ANDY ZHANG

Former School:Former School:
Starkey Ranch 
K-8 School

PHOTO BY 
MILA SANDBURG
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Former SchoolFormer School:
Brookside Middle
What would you do  What would you do  
with a million dollars?with a million dollars?
Invest in stocks

INTERVIEWED BY
OLIVIA REISINGER

Former School:Former School:
Sarasota Middle
Where do you see your-Where do you see your-
self in 20 years?self in 20 years?
[I will be] happy... trav-
elling the world.

INTERVIEWED BY
NIDARSHANA
JAYENDRAN

Former School:Former School:
Sarasota Middle
What is one thing you What is one thing you 
really like about Pine really like about Pine 
View?View?
I really enjoy the friends 
here at PV.

INTERVIEWED BY 
ZOE BATTON

FFormer School:ormer School: 
Laurel Nokomis 
WherWhere do ye do you seeou see 
yyourourself in 20 yself in 20 yeeararss??
AAs a lawys a lawyer sincer since thae thatt 
is [my] dris [my] dreeam jobam job..

INTERINTERVIEWED BVIEWED BYY  
ZZANE DOERRFIELDANE DOERRFIELD

Former School:ormer School:
SSAS
WherWhere do ye do you see you see 
yourour--self in 20 yself in 20 yeeararss??
I want to work in... 
some kind of scientific 
department.

INTERVIEWED BY 
MILA SANDBURG

CALVIN COLEMAN LUCAS DAY

JIN CHLOE

EITAN KATZRAPHAEL DUCREY
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Former School:Former School:
The Pike School (MA)
Whats one thing you Whats one thing you 
really like about Pine really like about Pine 
View?View?
The color coded build-
ings 

INTERVIEWED BY
ELORA JONES

KAYLEIGH LIU
Former School:Former School:
University Academy
Whats one thing you Whats one thing you 
really like about Pine really like about Pine 
view?view?
The Freedom.

INTERVIEWED BY
ALYSON FERNANDEZ

STELLA MACLAREN

NATHANIEL MAINS 
Former School:Former School:
Homeschool
Where do you see Where do you see 
yourself in 20 years?yourself in 20 years?
Open a dance studio 
and be a dancer.

INTERVIEWED BY
SUZY MATA

ASHLYN MARSHALL

Former School:Former School:
Sarasota Middle
Where do you see Where do you see 
yourself in 20 years?yourself in 20 years?
On a private island in 
Bali.

INTERVIEWED BY
ANDREA WANG

ZOE MASCOLA  
Former School:Former School:
Sarasota Middle
Where do you see see 
yourself in 20 years?yourself in 20 years?
In a mansion in Mali 
with a yacht and a 
billion dollars.

INTERVIEWED BY 
ELORA JONES

THOMAS PHAM
Former School:Former School:
Laurel Nokomis
What would you do What would you do 
witth a million dol-witth a million dol-
lars?lars?
Start up a business... 
make infinite money

INTERVIEWED BY
TRUMAN SERINE
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SEBASTIAN SALOMON
FFormer School:ormer School: 
Faubion Middle (TX) 
WhaWhat wt would yould you do withou do with  
one million dollarone million dollarss??
Spend it on yarn for my 
crochet business or buy 
my parents a beach-side 
home in the Bahamas.

INTERVIEWED BY
ZOE BATTON

MARIAH SCHROEDER
FFormer School:ormer School: 
Student Leadership 
Academy
WhaWhat wt would yould you doou do  
with one million dolwith one million dol--
larlarss??
Invest, save for college, 
and buy a lizard.

INTERVIEWED BY 
NATHANIEL MAINS

FFormer School:ormer School: 
Louisville Classical 
Academy (KY)
WhaWhat is one thing yt is one thing youou  
rreeally likally like about Pinee about Pine  
VieView?w?
At Pine View the curric-
ulum is more challeng-
ing.

INTERVIEWED BY 
SUZY MATA

SARA SISON
Former School:Former School:
Laurel Nokomis
If you could have a 
superpower, what 
would it be?
Probably flight, so I 
could go up into the 
sky and see stuff.

INTERVIEWED BY
ZANE DOERRFELD

KAI SMITH

FFormer School:ormer School: 
Laurel Nakomis 
WherWhere do ye do you see you see yourour--
self in 20 yself in 20 yeeararss??
I’m hoping to see myself 
as an entrepreneur.

INTERVIEWED BY 
LOUIS CHEN

ALEX TA BECKETT THEISEN
FFormer School:ormer School:
Haile Middle
WherWhere do ye do you see you see yourour--
self in 20 yself in 20 yeeararss??
Making lots of money, 
hopefully.

INTERVIEWED BY
ELI EASTER

ELA VARDAN FFormer School:ormer School:
ACI (Türkiye)
WherWhere do ye do you see you see yourour--
self in 20 yself in 20 yeeararss??
On a yacht in the Baha-
mas.  

INTERVIEWED BY 
ZOE MASCOLA20



SHAWN AKABOGU
Former School:
Murphy Junior High (IL)
Can you describe your-
self in 3 words?
Ambitious. Kind. Stubborn.
What professions are 

you interested in and why?
I kind of want to be an NBA player and may-
be an astronaut. I’ve always been interested 
in that kind of stuff.
INTERVIEWED BY EJ BUCKLEY

TEAGAN BOWER
Former School:
SSAS 
If you could have a super-
power, what would it be?
Mind-reading, because I’d like 
to know if people hate me.

What’s the biggest difference between Pine 
View and your old school?
Everybody’s more chill and nicer to people 
and the teachers and stuff are nicer. 
INTERVIEWED BY DINA ALTSHUL

JACKSON BOONE
Former School:
Incarnation Catholic School 
What’s the biggest differ-
ence between Pine View 
and your old school?
Probably the dress code, 

there isn’t one here.
What’s one thing you’d like to change in 
the world?
 That’s a big question... poverty it’s a really 
terrible thing.
INTERVIEWED BY NAIRIYAT TAKENOVA

EJ BUCKLEY
Former School:
SSAS
What challenges have 
you faced at Pine View?
Adjusting to the amount of 
homework.

Who inspires you? Why?
My parents inspire me. My mom’s a poet and 
she’s a really cool person. 
INTERVIEWED BY WILLIAM SEARS

BROOKE COHEN
Former School:
Sarasota Middle
What challenges have 
you faced at Pine View?
I haven’t really faced any 
challenges at PV.

What would you do with a million dol-
lars?
First, I’d give a little bit to charity, and then 
the rest to certain people in my family.  
INTERVIEWED BY MARINA WISSA

VALENTIN DANDONNEAU
Former School:
Saint Stephen’s
What professions are 
you interested in?
Being a lawyer or in the NFL 
because they’re fun and pay 

well.
What would you do with a million dollars?
I would save it and invest it in houses with the 
best ROI (return on investment).
INTERVIEWED BY JUSTIN ANDERSON
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WILLIAM DANG
Former School: 
Sarasota Middle
What hobbies/sports do 
you participate in?
I play tennis and swim.
What professions are 

you interested in? Why?
Being a dentist because my dad’s a dentist 
and it has good pay.
INTERVIEWED BY LILA MORSY

KIRILL ESHCHENKO
Former School:
Brookside Middle 
What other places have 
you traveled to?
I’ve been to Turkey, France, 
and Egypt when I was little. 

I’ve been in Russia and I live in the U.S. now.
What have been the biggest differences 
between Pine View and your old school?
Well, probably the amount of friends and the 
amount of homework.
INTERVIEWED BY RYAN LAHEY

MAXIM PUNYANSKY
Former School:
Stone Valley Middle (CA)
What hobbies/sports do 
you participate in?
I play basketball, do swim-

ming, and rowing.
What professions are you interested in?
Helping the people of the world in some 
way.
INTERVIEWED BY REBEKA FILKO

JACOB MAINS
Former School:
Homeschool
What hobbies/sports do 
you participate in?
I do Crew. My hobbies are 

collecting and building watches, playing 
video games, and photography
How would you describe yourself in 
three words?
Awkward, strong and smart.
INTERVIEWED BY EVERETT CHAPPELL

NADIA LE
Former School: 
SSA
What would you do 
a million dollars?
I would give 3/4 to my fami-
ly, invest the rest.

Who inspires you? Why?
Messi inspires me because he's still playing 
soccer despite his age.
INTERVIEWED BY ALAKH BHATT

MITRAN LOGANATHAN MOHANRAJ
Former School:
Sarasota Middle
What have been the big-
gest differences between 
Pine View and your old 
school? The people.

What challenges have you faced at Pine 
View?
The people.
INTERVIEWED BY NARIYAT TAKENOVA
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SATVIK RAO

Former School:
Sarasota Middle
What would you do with 
a million dollars? 
Distribute it among family 
and give part of it to charity.

What other places have you lived in/
travelled to?
I was born in India, then I moved to Texas, and 
I switched schools 4 times in the last 8 years.
INTERVIEWED BY SHRIYA ASHOK

RITHVIK RAYA
Former School:
Terrace Community Middle
What hobbies/sports do 
you participate in?
I love doing leadership 
activites. Speech & Debate, 

Student Council, and NJHS.
What would you change about the 
world?
I want to end world hunger.
INTERVIEWED BY VARSHINI GANESH 

WILLIAM SEARS
Former School:
Homeschool
What would you do to 
change the world?
World peace or some-
thing, who knows?

What professions are you interested in?
Corporate lawyer or entrepreneur, maybe. 
I’m good at arguing.
INTERVIEWED BY JERRY LIU

SHILOH SILVER
Former School:
SSAS
What hobbies/sports do 
you participate in?
I swim and like to read.
What other places have 

you lived or travelled to?
I travel a lot. I’m originally from Chicago and 
I guess I go to China a lot since my grandpar-
ents are from there.
INTERVIEWED BY ISABEL GEORGIEVA

AIDEN YUE
Former School
Lincoln Middle
If you could have a 
superpower, what 
would it be?
I’d like to fly, maybe. Be-

cause you can see more of the world.
What or who inspires you? Why?  
My family.  They’re very compassionate 
about the things they do.
INTERVIEWED BY DIYA PANTHULU
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