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the help o an abacus, sec-
ond grader Asher Ultshul solves
complex math problems. Abacus is
just one of Ultshul’s many hobbies.
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SHUL
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Second grader Goldie Len-
erz watches her baby chickens
hatch. Lenerz has been with the
chicks since they were eggs,

Reward Wilbur Wonders watching them closely as they

. L grew in an incubator. PHOTO
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by Hana Mullen

Lunchboxes, jackets,
bottles and more—where do
the lost things go? Things we
once used and wore? Pine
View students have been
using the lost and found for
decades, and it’s been due for
some adaptations.

Guidance receptionists
Faith Kona and Carole Mc-
Laughlin organized a new
system this year that is efli-
cient, prevents future lost
items, and gives back to the
community.

Originally, the lost and
found was in Building 16 for
students to freely take their
lost items. However, due to
the open system, items were

returned to the wrong owner
or even stolen. Additionally,
items often cycled back to
the lost and found, and there
was no preventative system
for future misplaced items.

guidance
office for 24 to 4 8
hours, but items with labeled
names are given to teachers.
The remaining items are tak-
en out on Wednesdays and
Fridays, so students can look
through them before leaving
school.
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Then, Kona passes the
items on to McLaughlin who
organizes all misplaced ob-
jects in her office, Building 2
Room 204, by color and type.
Most importantly, Kona and
McLaughlin write students’
names on all found items.
Not only does this prevent
future losses,
but it also
stops
students
taking

i1tems

that are not theirs.

“It would help if the kids
could write their first and last
names, McLaughlin said.

Students have one last
chance to find their lost

item in front of the office on
the last Wednesday of every
month. Whatever is left is
donated to Foster the Family,
Mothers Helping Mothers,
and Patchs Closet. Patchs
Closet is a free second-hand
store for Title One and foster
students that receive goods
from schools across Sarasota
County.

“Its always good to give
things back to our students,’
Kona said.

If you are missing your
lucky baseball cap or book,
find your way to Room 204
soon! Otherwise, rest as-
sured its gone to a good

cause.
GRAPHIC BY MARINA WISSA

ound organi-
zational system located in
Building 2 Room 204 orga-
nizes lost items by color and
type. This system is new this
year after being updated
by Guidance receptionists
Faith Kona and Carole Mc-
Laughlin. PHOTO BY HANA
MULLEN

you come to
Sarasota?

Q: What are
you most
excited
about?

Q: What are
you hoping
for in the
future?

A: | was dating my boyfriend, and he lives here in Sarasota, so we
decided to stop the commute, and | came to Sarasota. Very slow-

from what | call home.

paced compared to Miami, but | like it | was born and raised there [in
Miamil so | was living there for 41 years. This is my first time living away

A: | think starting in a new city. 've never lived outside of Miami, so | think

it's nice to start somewhere else. | was crying leaving home, but it's
been nice. And again, the kids are great, and everyone here has been
great so far. So that always helps. Having a good team. When you start
a new schoo|, it's everything. If you don't have good people around you,
it's jJust not the same.

A: Im assuming | will most likely end my retirement years teaching. |
love teaching. I've always liked it I've been wanting to do it since | was a
little girl. It's always been my dream. So | remember one student asked
me once, Mlss Rodriguez, what was your dream when you were a little
kid?’And | saidTo become a teacher,’so I'm living my dream.
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A Boy Of Many Talents

started ballet, his teacher as-
sumed that he was left-hand-

by Athena Erbe

Click! Clack! Click! The
sounds of second grader Ash-
er Ultshul diligently solving
abacus puzzles fill the room.
An abacus is a tool used for
calculations by hand. Abacus
is a unique activity that not
many people do, to Ultshul,
it is just one of his many hob-
bies. Whether it be solving
puzzles for abacus classes,
learning new ballet moves, or
playing the piano, Ultshul is a
person of many talents.

When Ultshul was just
five years old, he was intro-
duced to online group abacus
classes, which were recom-
mended to him by a friend.
Ultshul enjoyed the puzzles

and decided to continue tak-
ing classes. Two years later,
Ultshul is still
solving  puz- |
zles on a Jap-
anese Abacus,
which has
helped  him
with both his
calculation
and coordina-
tion skills.

‘I think
that  doing
abacus is
helping  with
his hands, because when
he does abacus, he has to use
both his hands at the same
time. said Ultshuls moth-
er Anna Ultshul, “When he

left hand so much’

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY ANNA ULTSHUL

ed because he was moving his

Ultshul interest in ballet
began when he saw other stu-

dents perform The Wizard of
Oz ballet at a school in North
Port. This experi-
ence, along with
the influence of
his brother, eighth
grader Lev Altshul,
who also did bal-
let when he was
younger, led Ash-
er to try out ballet
classes.

“He saw the
kids dancing and
he enjoyed it,” Anna
Ultshul said. “Then
when I asked him if he would
like to try, and he said he
would’

When he started bal-
let classes officially, Altshul

found the lessons fun, so he
kept on doing them every
week.

“I really like the stretch-
ing,” Altshul said. *T recently
learned curtsy and bow

Not only did learning
hand-eye coordination from
an abacus help Ultshul with
ballet, but it also helped him
n learning a new instrument,
the piano.

Outside of these nu-
merous activities, Ultshul
is a well-rounded student
who appreciates  trying
new things and following
his passions in and outside
of school.
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Take four pieces of
embroidery floss about

an arms length long. Fold

in half and tie a knot.
GRAPHIC BY ANA EASTER

Seperate strands by color. Make your first knot by
taking the stranf on the far left and placing it
overtop the strand text to it Then, make a loop by
pulling this strand back under. Pull the first strand
all the way to make a knot.
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Repeat steps 2 and 3,
making two knots on your
second strand. Repeat this =
process with your starting
strand on each color until it
becomes your right most
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Thlrd Grader’s ‘Egg-citing’ Reward

by Skylar Bredlau

Most kids have cats or dogs as
pets, but third grader Goldie Lenerz
has something a little different: chick-
ens! She hatched them herself and
now she has four new baby chickens
to add to her family.

Lenerz earned the
chickens through some-
thing called a marble
jar, as her mother, fifth-
grade teacher Rachel [
Lenerz explained.

“If she did well in
school; followed directions, wrote in
her agenda, if she was building the
skills she needed to... she would get to
put a marble in the jar,

Once the jar was full, Lenerz got
to pick a prize, and she chose chick-

Match Tries: Pumpkin Painting

ens. When choosing what animal she
wanted, Lenerz said she chose chick-
ens because she learned they are affec-
tionate animals.

‘I wanted a buddy that would
think I was its mama, Lenerz said.

She decided to hatch
her own so they would
| imprint on her from the
ery beginning.

Lenerz started off

B| with nine eggs inside
of an incubator. She
learned how to “candle’
the eggs by shining a light through
them to check for growing chicks.

“Ifyou see veins or a baby chicken,
then its probably alive; Lenerz said.

Rachel Lenerz said the family has
raised chickens before, but this time

and EAP, which her older sister Ava
Lenerz named after the famous poet
Edgar Allen Poe.

For now, the chickens live indoors
under heat lamps, but they will
move outside once they grow
bigger and stronger. Then,
they will get to roam free in
Lenerzs backyard and play
with the new toys that Lenerz
got them.

From earning marbles, to
| building a chicken coop and
hatching the eggs, Lenerzs
baby chickens are more than
just pets, they are a new expe-
rience and cute flufty additions to her

family.

Goldie is taking charge.

“She'll feed and water them and
spend time with them, Rachel Lenerz
said. "My husband and I will prob-
ably still handle the
messy chores... but
the chickens are real-
ly hers”

To prepare for |uiTme
their new addition, [
the Lenerz family |
built a chicken coop
and gathered sup-
plies. Chickens, as it W
turns out, like to play L——
on swings, ramps,
and perches.

In the end, four chickens hatched.
Lenerz gave each one a name: Lovey,

Dolly, geshet (rainbow in Hebrew),
PHOTOS PROVIDED BY RACHEL LENERZ

Pumpkin painting is a
simple and fun alternative to
carving pumpkins. It is a no-
carve Halloween craft where

Fran in cary Pumpkir you use paint to decorate
] pumpkins!
- &
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‘ S. V Materials: mini pumpkins,

acrylic paint, and paintbrushes

o lower Garden NG || @ .

Suleos I Match Staffers: Ana Easter

y Easter Y| Hinck (Match Editor-in-Chief), Anna

Zhang (Match Asst. Editor),
Jenna Hinck (Match Asst.
Editor), Minh-Khue Tran (Match
Layout Artist), Marina Wissa

issa

Oy Tra

(Match Layout Artist)




feOTU reS match jr.e October 31, 2025

match jr.* October 31, 2025 fe(]'l'U Fes

b

o ® R

\

p e L T TN (T o

A glass jar, gauze, glue, googly eyes, and
a battery powered candle are needed.
First, glue the gauze all around the jar.

\ ‘; " Then glue the eyes on and put the candle
inside! And there you have it, a glow in
the dark mummy!
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You will need white and black paper, a glue
stick, cotton balls, and scissors. Start off
by cutting out a ghost from the white paper
and then cutting three ovals from the black
paper. Then, glue the cotton balls onto the
white ghost paper. Lastly, glue the black
eyes and mouth on top of the white paper.
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by Allie Chung

If brushing your teeth as
fast as possible every morning
became a competition, would
you consider it a sport? What
if there were trophies, cheer-
ing fans, and gold medals
awarded to the kid with the
whitest teeth? It sounds silly,
but it raises the question: what

Weiss. PHOTO BY ALLIE
CHUNG

es a Sport

makes a sport a sport

Oxford Languages defines
asport to be "a game, competi-
tion, or activity needing physi-
cal effortand skill thatis played
or done according to rules,
for enjoyment and/or as ajob”

There are various sports
that obviously fit into this cat-
egory, like tennis, soccer, and
basketball. However, by that
definition, fishing, bowling,
chess and even competitive
video gaming qualify as sports.

Even among students,
opinions vary. For many, fac-
tors like competition, eftort,
and skill make it hard to pin
down exactly what makes

something a sport. Sec-
ond grader Samson Weiss
provides his own definition.

‘A sport is when people
are playing against each oth-
er in a game. A competitive
game, Weiss said.

What  about  artistic
sports—like dancing, figure
skating, and gymnastics?
These often require years of
practice, strength, and creativ-
ity. The training can be just as
tough (and sometimes tough-
er) than running drills on a
soccer field. However, some
people do not consider them
‘real” sports because they in-
volve performance and judg-

The Dynamic Dancing Duo!

by Jenna Hinck

Most childhood friend-
ships start from a young
age. Whether you meet in a
homeroom class, or on the
playground, these friends of-
ten last throughout the rest
of middle school, high school
and beyond. For second grad-
ers Fiona Slinko and Brynn
Bieker, their friendship began
when they were just toddlers.

“We met when we were
two and we were neighbors,’
Bieker said.

Before long, their parents
also became friends and be-
gan enrolling the girls in the
same extracurricular activi-
ties.

“We were in gymnastics
when were we like three,
Slinko said, “We liked the bars

and we liked the mats because

of the floor routines.

For students at Pine View,
gymnastics is a popular extra-
curricular activity. A couple of
years into gymnastics, the girls
began attending dance classes
at Starz Choice Dance acade-
my in Venice.

After getting experience
in both gymnastics and dance,
the girls quickly discovered
what they enjoyed most—
tumbling. The excitement of
doing new tricks and flips i
what made them love it the
most.

“In jazz we are just
standing up, but in
tumbling you get to
do flips and flexibility
stuff; Bieker said.

“Gymnastics
helps us with dance”
Slinko said. “We

use [dance] in our floor rou-
tines, too.

While they enjoy dancing
together in jazz class, both are
eager to return to gymnas;
tics.

“We might not do
dance  anymore,
but we might do
gymnas-
tics

to-
oethe,
linko
said.
Recent-
y, the girls
ave set
ew goals

: k'.‘pl

ML
-

es, not just points or goals.

When asked if creative
arts should be considered
sports, second graders Fiona
Slinko, Dharma Patel, Ishaani
Patel, and Maria Morsy all ea-
gerly exclaimed, “Yes!”

However, Slinko believes
there are different levels when
considering what qualifies as a
sport.

“Dance is a sport, but soc-
cer is more of a sport. Because
in dance, they would do twirl-
ing. But in soccer, they would
do kicking and a lot of run-
ning, Slinko said.

So maybe the answer is
not simple. A sport might be

anything with skill, rules, and
effort, even if it does not make
you sweat. What do you think
counts as a sport?

Second graders Dharma
Patel (left), Ishaani Patel
(middle), Maria Morsy
(right) and Fiona Slinko
(front). PHOTO BY ALLIE
CHUNG

PHOTO ART BY MARINA WISSA

for what they want to achiev-
in gymnastics. Learning to
do a back handspring on the
ground

L

andj
an aerial are two of %

these goals. ‘_._ ,
For the fu- 488

ture, both Slinko and Bieker
are unsure of how long they’ll
continue with dance or tum-

bling, but their friendship re-

‘mains steady.

Whether its inside or
outside of school, the two
are always together and ea-
ger to try new challenges.

“The girls are always

' \\ practlcmg their skills

at recess and trying
\
new things, Lau-
rin Bieker, Brynn
Be1l<ers mom,
- said.
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WILBUR WONDERS

After reading Charlotte’s Web by E.B. White,

second graders in Boglarka Lengyel’s class

brought the story to life through art.

BRONWEN
CONNELLY
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Spooky Substitute!

by Nathan DeSouza

As the third graders made their
way into class one morning, the pupils
of Mrs. Whoman were faced with a
problem: their teacher was nowhere to
be seen, and on the board a note read,
“Not here today. Please be nice to your
substitute, Ms. Emma Reelpearson”
With the note, another problem pre-
sented itself. Where was Ms. Reelpear-
son?

Almost as fast as the students
had read the note, the  window near
the desk flew
open, and
an intrud-

e T
’ flung
herselfinto

the classroom.
‘Good morn-

FALL SEASON

ing, children, she started, T am Ms.
Reelpearson! Lets not waste any time.
What do you guys do during the day?”

Cole Huemore, the class clown,
spoke up first and said, “Recess, but
that’s only after..”, but before he got the
chance to speak, Ms. Reelpearson ex-
claimed, “Recess it is! Follow me!”

She was quick. All the other kids
in Mrs. Whomans class had to run to
catch up to her. By the time they were
there, Ms. Reelpearson was already on
the swing, but she was using it incor-
rectly!

While she was having fun, the class
got together in a frantic discussion:
Who was she really? Is it true that shes
from another planet? Most important-
ly, did she drive a UFO to school today?

Ms. Reelpearson heard the mur-
murs behind her and noticed the con-

cerned look on all of their faces.

‘T guess I couldn't keep the secret
fortoo long;” she began. “T think it's time
to find out who I truly am..”

She began to touch the bottom of
her neck, and as the students noticed
that she was trying to take oft a mask,
the room filled with suspense.

She lifted up her fake face and...

It was Mrs. Whoman the
whole time!

A sense of ease fell over the
whole class, and laughter erupted. The
students almost believed her prank!

As the school bell rang and the
kids walked towards the bus loop, they
couldn't stop talking about the prank
their teacher had pulled on them today.
That is, until they heard Mrs. Who-
mans voice behind them.

“Hey guys! How was your sub to-

SCARECROW

UMBRELLA

PUMPKIN

CHESTNUT

PHOTO ART BY NATHAN DESOU-
ZA
day?” The real Mrs. Whoman was just
now coming to school through the
front office.

If Mrs. Whoman is just coming in
now, then who was that teaching the
third-graders five minutes ago...?

WORD SEARCH

ACORN
LEAVES
MUSHROOM
SQUIRREL
HEDCEWOC
SWEATER
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Chcmge is in the Air!

eleventh-grade, so I have ex-
perienced my share of new
school years, each having their
ups and downs.

A special thank you to our sponsors...

Our publication would not have been possible without
the gracious support of our sponsors. We sincerely thank

you for your contributions.

Plantinum Sponsors
The Cirka Family

Family Sponsors

J & N Invests, LLC
N & J Invests, LLC

The Austin Family

The Collado Family

Hinck Private Wealth Management
Farlow's on the Water

The Wissa Family

The Kelliher Family

Ana Easter,

Match Editor-in-Chief
Though it is not very ap-

parent in Florida, fall is a sea-
son of change. Whether you
notice it or not, things are
changing all around you. Days
get cooler and shorter, animals
prepare for winter, every living
being undergoes a change in
some way or another.

This does not exclude hu-
mans; though we do not need
to prepare for hibernation or
migration, we also go through
seasons of change. Starting a
new school year is one of those
times.

Before I go any further,
let me introduce myself. My
name is Ana Easter, and I am
currently a junior in high
school. This means I am in

Change can be difhicult:
with a new school year comes
new teachers and classes that
can take a while to get used to.
This does not mean change is
bad. New teachers mean new
things to learn and new op-
portunities to get better. New
classmates mean meeting
new people and making new
friends.

Sometimes change can
feel uncomfortable: you may
miss an old teacher or class-
mates. That is completely
normal. But it is important
to realize that every change
gives you an opportunity to
grow.

Change is a fact of life, ev-
ery living thing encounters it
at least once in their life. Do
not view the changes that
come with a new school year
as a bad thing because, who
knows, this could be your
best school year yet!

We want to hear from you!

As a student-run newspaper, we’d
love to receive any suggestions or
comments you might have for us! To
reach us you can write a letter and
ask the office to give it to Mr. Chris

Lenerz or email him on Outlook.
-The Match Staff

The Arguello Family
The Stern Family
Yi Wen Inc.




